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Lightpoot's HorcB Hebraicce et Talmttdica were 
originally written in Latin, and the several portions 
were published at intervals between 1658 and 1674. 
With the exception of those on the Acts and Romans, 
they appeared during his lifetime^. These last were 
printed after his death by Richard Kidder, after- 
wards bishop of Bath and Wells* 

They were reprinted on the Continent by Carpzov, 
(Lips. 1675^) and in the Editions of his collected 
works by Texelius, (fol. Rotterdam, 1686,) and by 
Leusden, (fol. Franequer. 1699.) 

They appeared for the first time in English in 
1684, when Lightfoofs entire works came out in 
two volumes^ folio (London); the first volume, " re- 
vised and corrected by (Jeorge Bright, D. D.,'' the 
second ** published by the care and industry of John 
Stiype, M. A." 

It is not known by whom the translation was 
made. Strype in his Preface mentions " the trans- 

* A detailed bibliographical account of lightfoot*» works will be 
found in Uie first Tolume of Pitman^s edition. 
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lators," but as at the same time he speaks of " our 
pains," he seems to have had some share in it. The 
translation on the whole is carefully done, and de- 
serves the praise he bestows upon it. 

This most valuable portion of Lightfoofs writings 
was included in the new edition of his works 
(13 vols., 8vo. London, 1822-5), superintended by 
the Rev. John Rogers Pitman, M. A. That edition 
has now become scarce and expensive ; and besides, 
contains much matter less interesting to modem 
readers. It seemed therefore desirable that the 
HorcB Hebraicce should be rendered accessible to 
theological students by being published alone. 

The present edition has been printed from Mr. 
Pitman's ;. but wherever a passage seemed obscure, 
not only the folio edition, but the original Latin 
also has been consulted. Thus the text has been 
carefully revised throughout, and alterations made 
in many places. Upon the Hebrew quotations much 
attention has been bestowed. Very many correc- 
tions were required here, and though from the simi- 
larity of some Hebrew letters, and other causes, the 
Editor can hardly hope that he has overlooked no 
errors, yet he can say that he has spared no pains 
to secure accuracy. 

For the more convenient distribution of the work, 
the Greographical matter, which the Author prefixed 
to each Grospel, has in this edition been brought 
together in one volim[ie. 

Lightfoot's references have generally been found 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



mmm 



to be very carefully made. Where they were unper- 
fect, what was wanting has been supplied, and the 
additions indicated by brackets*^. 

Notes have occasionally been added, where the 
text seemed to require explanation. And the 
Reader has often been referred, for further infor- 
mation, to that great storehouse of Rabbinical 
learning — the result of thirty years' assiduous 
labour — Buxtorf 's Talmudical and Rabbinical 
Lexicon. 

May these works of Lightfoot, written under 
many disadvantages, the fruit of untiring industry, 
and deep veneration for Holy Scripture, encourage 
and aid those who by devout and patient study 
endeavour to understand the words of our Divine 
Master, and the inspired writings of His Evangelists 
and Apostles ! 

R. G. 

OXFOBD, 

April 1, 1859. 



b The refinrences to Hudson's edition of Josephus were made by 
Pitmaa 
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CHOROGRAPHICAL CENTURY: 

SBARCHIKO OUT, 

CHIEFLY BY THE LIGHT OF THE TALMUD, 

SOME 

MORE MEMORABLE PLACES 

OF THB 

LAND OF ISRAEL; 

THOSE ESPECIALLY, WHEREOF MENTION IS MADE IN THE 
GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW. 



LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. 
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THE PREFACE. 



A MONG all those, who have either published their own cho- 
rographioal tables of the land of Canaan, or have corrected 
others, — jou can hardly find any, that have consulted with 
the writers of the Talmud in this matter : whereas, certainly, 
their consent is by no means in this case to be despised, if, 
indeed, it be not rather especially to be regarded. 

For, besides that they, above all other men, do most 
curiously inquire of the affairs and of the places of that land, 
— ^all the doctors of the Misna, and the Glemarists also of 
Jerusalem, were inhabitants and dwellers there : and not a 
few also of those of Babylon well viewed it ; eyewitnesses ; 
and who (any reader being judge) could not but have, beyond 
all others, a most familiar knowledge of that land, dwelling 
in it : and not only so, but being such as thought themselves 
bound, by a religious necessity, to inquire after the situation 
and nature of the places in that land, and to trace them 
out with an exact search and curiosity. 

Let reason, therefore, determine, whether they, above all 
others, are, either justly or prudently, cast aside in the busi- 
ness of chorography ? Whether, among all the means used 
for the correcting and polishing this, the means that the 
Talmud affords, should, with any merit or equity, be only 
refused? Why the Jewish chorography of the Jewish country 
should not be admitted t Certainly, it is unjust, out of pre- 
judice, to reject, or out of ignorance not to entertain, those 
things, which either might yield us the profit of the choro- 
graphy of that land, or stir up no unprofitable search into it. 
If a man would engrave maps of Palestine, surely it is very 
fit, that he should, together with others, consult those authors, 
as being the nearest witnesses, inhabiters of the country, and 
such as most studiously and most religiously describe it. 
And though you esteem them not worthy of credit, because 

B 2 
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4 PREFACE. 

they are Jews, — ^yet certainly they are worthy of examination, 
and may have leave to relate, as they are chorographers. 

When, in the reading of these writers, I collected all those 
things, which I met with relating hitherto, and compared 
them with the maps and tracts already published, I plainly 
saw, if my eyes deceived me not, that very many things 
might be fetched and drawn out of these authors, which 
might correct the maps; very many things, which might 
discover places unknown ; very many, which might fix those, 
that were uncertain; very many, which might illustrate 
those, that were certain; and infinite things, which might 
some way or other hold out a light to chorography. And 
if any dexterous and happy artist, versed in the Talmudic 
writings, and skilled in chorography, would undertake a task 
and work of this nature, I should expect from such a hand a 
more polite and correct map, and a more full, plain, and cer- 
tain description of the lands of Israel, than any the Ohristian 
world hath yet seen. 

We are far from daring to enter upon such a thing : nor 
is our hand sufficiently taught for so great a work, or, indeed, 
teachable. That only, which we have attempted in the fol- 
lowing century, was this ; that, by some instance, we might 
a little demonstrate those things, which we speak concerning 
the writers of the Talmud : and that some specimen might 
be set before our eyes, whereby the reader may judge of their 
study, style, use, benefit, in the thing propounded. Nor did 
we think it the part of modesty, to burden the reader with 
too much of those things, which perhaps are of dubious 
acceptation with him ; nor the part of prudence, to expose 
and commit, together at once, all that we have, to one wind 
and fortune. 

From our Study, May 22, 1658. 



*«* We have quoted Josephus according to the distinction of chapters in 
the Greek edition of Frobenius, anno 1544. [The references 
in brackets are to the edition of Tauchnitz — Leips. 1850.] 
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CHOEOGRAPHICAL CENTURY, 

&0. &C*. 



CHAP. I. 

The Division of the Land, 

1 HE Jewish writers divide the whole world into TMIttT \pM 
" The land of Israel,'' and "^vh rrS\n '' Without the land:" 
that is^ the countries of the heathen. Both which phrases 
the book of the gospel owns : '^ The land of Israel,'' Matt, 
ii. 20 : and it calls the heathens, tovs (ion, ^^ those that are 
without," I Cor. v. 13 ; i Tim. iii. 7, &o. And sometimes the 
unbelieving Jews themselves, as Mark iv. 11. 

They distinguish all the people of the world into ^M'^ST 
" Israelites," and oViyn HITDIM " the nations of the world." 
The book of the gospel owns that phrase also^ Matt. vi. 32 ; 
Uima ravra ra (Oinj ^7rft(V;T€t, " After all these things, do the 
Gentiles (or nations) seek :'' which, in Luke xii. 30, is rh (Bvt] 
Tov KoaiJLov^ " The nations of the world." Hence the word 
'world' is most commonly used for the Gentiles ; John iii. 16, 
17; I John ii. a, &c. 

Somewhere a distinction is made into Y*^b<) " The land [of 
Israel]," and CH Hi'mD "The region of the sea;" hy\ 
712D "^l trn rC^ID *np 7 Vl ** And every foreign region is 
called the region of the sea, except Babylon :** — they are the 
words of Kabbi Solomon *>. Which, nevertheless, fall under 
the censure of B. Nissim<^ : '^ It is something hard (saith he) 
to reckon every country, which is out of the land, to be the 

* English folio edition, vol. ii. *» R. Sol. in Gittin, cap. i. 
p. I. — Leusden*s edition, vol. ii. ^ R. Nissim ibid. 
|). 169. 
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6 Ckorographical century. 

region of the sea: for then, under that name, would be 
included all the neighbouring places, and which are, as it 
were, swallowed up by the land. They say, therefore, that 
the more remote places are called, D^n JlI'^'TO ' The region 
of the sea.' But neither does this please me : for there is no 
need of so great a distance, to make any place to be called, 
* The region of the sea/ &c. But it is spoken in relation to 
the western coast of the land of Israel ; on which side there 
are no \heathen\ cities near, and swallowed up by the land. 
But the sea sets the bounds ; but it doth not set the bounds 
on other sides, &c. The sense, therefore^ of B. Solomon, 
when he saith, ^ that every region, without the land, is the 
region of the sea,' comes to this, — That every region, which is 
like to that region, is so called."*^ 

Heathen cities were on that western coast ; but seeing 
they lay within the ancient bounds of the land, namely, the 
' lip of the Mediterranean sea,' — they could not so properly 
be said to be ' without the land,' as those which were alto^ 
gether * without the limits.' Those cities and that country, 
therefore, are called by a peculiar title, D^H Pi^lD that is, 
the " coast or country by the Mediterranean sea.**' Which 
title all other cities of the like condition underwent also, 
wheresoever seated within the bounds of the land. Exam- 
ples, will not be wanting as we go along. 

Theyd commonly define the * land of IsraeP under a double 
notion : to wit, that Dn^D ^h\V HI Ipnnn® " which they 
possessed, who went up out of Egypt ;" and that HI \P^\ W W 
723 "^ysV " which they possessed, who went up out of Baby- 
Ion."*** This was, in very many places, circumscribed within 
narrower limits than thaty not only by reason Samaria was 
rejected and shut out^ — but also, because certain portions 
were cut off (and they neither a few nor small), which became 
the possessions of those, that went \\p out of Egypt ; but, 
under the second Temple, had passed into the possessions of 
the heathen. 

Now they were, upon this account, the more exact in 

observing their bounds, distinguishing this land by known 

boimds, both from all others, and, in some places, as it were, 

from itself; because they decreed, that very many mysteries 

^ EngUsh folio edition, vol. ii. p. a. 
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Division of the land. 7 

of their religion were to be handled nowhere but within 
these limits. For* besides the rites of that dispensation, 
which the Holy Scripture doth openly and evidently fix to 
that land, such as Sacrifices, Passovers^ the Priesthood ^ and 
other appointments of that nature (which are commonly^ and 
not unproperiy, called pMS rmhn DISD (" Statutes ap- 
pendant to that land**)^ very many others also are circum- 
scribed within the same borders by the fathers of the tra- 
ditions. 

*' The land of Israel (say theys), above all other lands^ is 
sanctified by ten holinesses. And what is the holiness of it ? 
Out of it diey bring the sheaf, and the first-fruits, and the 
two loaves. And they do not so out of any other land.'' 

" The law of beheading the cow doth not take place any 
where, but in the land of Israel, and beyond Jordan >*.'* 

^ They do not appoint or determine concerning the new 
moons, nor do they intercalate the year any where but in 
the land of Israel : as it is said. The law shall go forth out of 
Sioni.'' 

" They do not prefer to eldership out of the land of Israel : 
no, not although they that do prefer, have themselves been 
preferred within the landJ.^ . 

And that I heap not together more, they do, in a manner, 
circumscribe the Holy Spirit himself within the limits of that 
land. For " Shechinah (say they^) dwells not upon any out of 
the land.'' Compare Acts x. 45. 

The land, which the Jews, that came up out of Babylon^ 
possess, they divide after this manner : — 

" There* are three lands (or countries), D*^21M f whv3, — 
Judea, the land beyond Jordan, and Galilee; and each of 
those have three countries :" — those we shall take notice of 
in their places. To this received division our Saviour hath 
respect, when, sending his disciples to preach to the '' lost 
sheep of Israel,^ he excludes Samaria, Matt. x. 5 ; which, 
according to the condition of the nation, was not merely 

• Vid. R. Sol. in Num. xxxiv. * Idem in W^r\ W^p cap i. 

' J^J»»*»'* ««K«o«, vol. u. p. 170. Vid. Hierof . Ncdarim. fol 40. i . 

r Kehm, cap. t. hal. 6. Hieros. j Wem in Sanhedrim, cap. 4. 

Shek^m, fol. 47. 4. k Vid. R. Sol. in Jonah 1. 

h Maimon. m m^^ cap. 10. i Shcviith, cap. 9. hal. a. 
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8 Chorographical century. 

heathen, nor was it truly Ismel. It was not heathen ; for"™ 

'' The land of Samaria is reckoned clean, and the gathering 
together of its waters clean, and its dwellings clean, and its 
paths clean :" which the Jewish curiosity would by no means 
pronounce of a heathen land. But as to many other things, 
they made no difference between them and the Gentiles. 

The Jewish doctors do, indeed, particularly apply that 
division of the three countries in the place alleged, to the 
tradition and canon concerning "^1J^^3 ; but yet they do every 
where retain the same^ wheresoever they treat of the divi- 
sion of the land of Israel. What "^'^y^i means, you may 
learn from the authors of the gloss upon the place. Briefly 
it was this: — In the seventh year they might eat of the 
fruits laid up in their storehouses, so long as some fruit of 
that kind hung upon the tree in that country: but when they 
could no more find them upon the trees, they were to cast 
out those which they had gathered, and laid up at home, and 
not to eat of them, as they did before. 

CHAP. lln. 
The Talmudic Girdle of the Land under the second Temple^ 
taken out of the Jerusalem Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. D^3U? D^D^2 
ibid. col. 4. 

h^ '^"M '^»inn &c. unto p'^plDMI What aU these things 
mean, I cannot so much as conjecture ; yea, nor can I scarce 
conjecture, what the meaning is of some of them. Neither is 
there any CEdipus at hand, nor Sphinx herself, to explain and 
unriddle them. The Talmudists are silent from making any 
comments here, nor have we the advantage of any other com- 
mentator. We must, therefore, act here according to the 
uncertain instruction of nods and winks ; and that either by 
saying nothing, or by mere conjecture, since that the mind of 
the authors is either altogether unknown, or it is wholly 
doubtful, whether it be known or no. Expect not, that I go 
from street to street to knock at all the gates of these places: 
it will be enough, if we can scrape out, in what regions these 
places lie, and are able to guess at what points of the heaven 
they are disposed. We will at present take in hand only the 
" Hieros. Avoda Zara, fol. 44. 4. » English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 3. 
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Girdle of the land, 9 

first and last clause of this place quoted ; which may have 
some tendency towards our entrance into our present busi- 
ness. The rest (if there be any we can attain unto) we shall 
handle in their proper places. 

'^ These (say they) are the bounds of the land of Israel, 
which they possessed that came out of Babylon.'' 

"Ptt? *7"fa?D rKST\ ntD^D " The division, or part, of the 
walls of the tower Sid.'' Nor dare I confidently to assert, 
that this is spoken of the ^ tower of Strato,' or ^ Csesarea ;' 
nor yet do I know to what it may more fitly be applied. We 
observe in its place, that that tower is called by the Tal- 
mudists, "^*^ TUKi " The tower Sir :" which, by how very 
little a point it differs from this word, and how very apt it is 
by want of care in writing to be confounded with it, the eye 
of any reader is witness. It may happily confirm this con- 
jecture, that "^Sy the name Aco**, so soon follows, "^'^■^1 3^ 
only coming between. Concerning which we have nothing to 
say, if that, which we meet with in the writers of the Baby- 
lonian Talmud, may not have any place here. They sayP, 
1^*^1101 M3^B?t^ l^fl: which by the glosser is rendered, 
Omnn D'^Dnn ^1 1^13, &c. ^^Go in the lowest way, below 
the mountains," and they will protect you from showers and 
rain. Hence, therefore, it may be supposed, that the word "2''C7 
doth denote some way at the foot of some mountainous place, 
which was, as it were, the dividing line between the ' land of 
Israel,^ and ' without the land ;' perhaps at the foot of mount 
Carmel : — but we do not assert it : we had rather profess 
silence or ignorance, than, by a light conjecture, either to 
deceive others or be deceived ourselves. 

These places, concerning \Vhich the Talmudists here treat, 
are of a different condition from those, which were called 
D^n Pi^lD "The region of the sea." For those places 
were certain towns, here and there, on this sea-coast, and 
elsewhere; which were, indeed, inhabited by heathens, and 
so could not properly be reckoned the ' land of Israel ;' yet 
they were such, as between which, and the outmost bounds 
of the land, was again the land of Israel. But these places, 
which we are now handling, are those, which were the utmost 
bounds, and beyond which were no places at all, but what 

o Letisderis edition, vol. ii. p. 171. p Bab. Sanhedrim, fol. 96. 2. 
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10 C/iorographioal century, 

was reckoned the * land of the heathen */ the Phoenicians, 
Syrians, or other Gentiles, possessing all that coast thenoe 
forward unto the shore of the Mediterranean sea. 

We cannot also pass by those things, that are said by the 
Oemarists in the very same page, from whence the scheme 
before-mentioned is taken. D'^IU? D'^D'^iH, &c. "You see 
isles in the sea ; and if a line were drawn from the mountains 
of Amana to the river of Egypt^ — whatsoever is within the 
line, belongs to the land o/ Israel ; whatsoever is without the 
line, is without the land^ After the same manner speaks the 
Targum of Jerusalem upon Num. xxxiv. 4 : "And their western 
bounds shall be the great sea, and the isles of it/' Isles! 
What isles ? Let the authors of the maps well weigh these 
passages. 

CHAP, III<J. 

A greai part of south Judea cut off under the second Temple. 
Jeuyish Idumea. 

^Thb Talmudic girdle ends, as you see, in «'^'^331 ny^an DjTI 
T^ikl " Kadesh, Barnea, and Ascalon." Hence it cannot 
but be observed, that these two places are placed, as it were, 
in parallel ; and whatsoever space lies between Ascalon and 
the river of Egypt, is excluded, — to wit, fifty-four miles. And 
one might, indeed, almost see some footsteps of that exclusion 
under the first Temple, in that very common expression, 
*' Prom Dan even to Beer-sheba." 

This country, that was excluded, was something barren. 
The Talmudists' speak thus of it ; " That tract, which lies in 
€terariku [Oerar] is ill to dwell in. How far? To the river of 
Egypt."" And Strabo" thus; "The country, which follows 
Gaza, is barren and sandy,"" &c. 

It was anciently inhabited by the Avites, — namely, from 
Qaza to the river of Egypt. " The Avims dwelt in Hazerim," 
Deut. ii. 23. Hazar is a word of most frequent mention in 
that southern land, " Hazar- Addar, Hazar-Oaddah, Hazar- 
Shua, Hazar. Susah/' &c. And it seems to denote some 
champaign plain and level, lying between the mountains. 
Hence the habitation of the Avites is called * Hazerim ;' who 

4 English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 4. ' Hieros. in the place above. 
• lib. 16. [c. 2.] 
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Jemsh Idumea. 11 

are numbered with the Philistines, but yet by themselves, 
Josh. xiii. 3 : — for see there, how the holy text promising to 
nnmherfive nations only, numbers 9iw, 

This excluded portion is passed into the name of Idumea. 
Hence Pliny* : " Presently from the rising up of the lake Sir- 
bon, begins Idumea and Palestine.**' Nor that alone, but 
another very great part of Judea. Hence the sea of Sodom, 
is said, by Diodorus Siculus^ to be xara^ fii(niv '"IbovfjMCav^ 
^' about the middle of Idumea." And in Josephus, and the 
Book of , the Maccabees, we find very many places mentioned 
under the name of Idumea, which were almost in the very 
middle of Judea. For example's sake ; ^H\$€v^ M^XP^ Taddpa^v^ 
icoi T&v 7t€bC(»v TrJ9 ^IhovfiolaSy Koi ^Afciroi;, koI 'Jaixv€(as' ** He 
came even to the Ghulari, and the plains of Idumea, and Azo- 
tus, and Jamnia." And again; 'Oy b^ ^ioMas koI oi ddeX^l 
airov ttoKcixovvt^s rols 'Idov/xa&t? oin ivUcav* dXX' iviK^ivro 
vavTa\60€v avrols, rrjv re Xefip&va Tr6\iv KaTdKafi6fjL€voi^ &c. 
jcai Mipiaacof tt6\iv, &c. els re "kf^iarov ^X^Jires, &c. " And 
Judas and his brethren left not oif fighting with the Idu- 
means : but fell upon them everywhere : and taking the city 
Ohebron, &c. and the city Marisea, &c. And having come 
unto Azotus," &c. And more to this purpose may be read 
here and there. So that distinction may be made, between 
Idumea the Greater and the Less. Simon of Gerasa \rh^^ 
ivh i^v 'OpeiPi)i; ic<ii/xas KaTirp^XjEv, &c. Karirpcj^^ Vk 7i\v 'AKpor 
Parriiniv, kcu tcl iJiiyjH. 77^9 fieyiKris '"IbovfjLoCasi] overran the towns 
along the mountainous country, &c. And he overran Acra- 
batene, and the parts as far as Idumea the Great." And there 
is mention of r^v^ iro» KaXovyAvriv ^Ihovfiaiav, ^' Idumea, callecl 
the Upper." With these passages, compare Mark iii. 8. 

Whilst the Jews were absent from their own country, 
enduring the seventy years' bondage in Babylon, — it is easy 
to be believed, that their ancient enemies, the Eklomites, and 
that were so from the very first original of them, had invaded 
their possessions, as much as they could, and had fixed their 
roots in that country especially, which was nearest their own : 

* Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 13. p. 544.] fxii. 8. 6.] 
« Diod. Sic. p. 734. (xix. 98.] ' Id. de Bello, lib. iv. cap. 30. 

« Joe. Antiq. [xii. 7. 4.] i Mace. [HudaoD, p. 1197.] [iv. 9. 4.] 
iv. 11. » Ibid. cap. 33. [iv. 9. 9.] 

T Jos. ibid. cap. la. [Hudson, 
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but at length, by the powerful arras of the Maocabees, and 
the Asmoneans, they were either rooted out, or constrained 
to embrace Judaism. So Josephus*^ speaks of Hyrcanus<^ : 
'Tpicoi^oy h\ Tijs '*\hoviuilas alpei 'n6\u^ "Abiapa Koi Mipura-av, &c. 
^' Hyrcanus takes Ador and Marissa, cities of Idumea : and, 
having subdued all the Iduraeans, suffered them to remain in 
the country, on condition they were willing to be circumcised, 
and to use the Jewish laws. And they, out of a desire of 
their own country, underwent circumcision, and conformed 
to the same course of life with the Jews." Hence there 
became a mingled generation in that country, between Jew 
and Edomite : and the name of the place was mingled also, 
and called both Idumea and Judea : ^' And Palestine was 
divided into five countries, — Idumea, Judea, Samaria, Galilee, 
and the country beyond Jordan «^.'^ 

CHAP. IVe. 

The seven Seas according to the Talmndists, and the four 
Rivers compassing the Land. 
'' Seven seas (say theyO and four rivers compass the land 
of Israel. I. l^n*^ MD'^ The Great Sea, or the Mediterra- 
nean. II. M'^naiOIMD^ The sea of Tiberias. HI. Mn'^Dl MD"» 
The sea of Sodom. IV. ^':fCDl MD*" The lake of Samocho. 

V. Nn'^im MO"^ VI. n^'hwi m^d^» vii. m^ddmi t^D*» 

These four last are otherwise writ in the Jerusalem Talmud : 

to wit, thus, IV. inn'^a-r md"^ v. wn'^^nn vi. rro"» 

rrhan VII. «"^rpDMn MD^ in the Babylonian Talmud, 

thus : IV. lao^D'. hw rro'^ v. rh^n hw m^ vi. rro^ 
ikrhn h^ vii. m'^ddm-t rror 

The three first named among the seven are sufficiently 
known, and there is no doubt of the fourth : — only the three 
names of it are not to be passed by. 

IV. I. yS2D The Sibbichsean. The word seems to be 
derived from *^D a hush. 2. IH'^S, which seems to sound 
the same thing : for D^SIp thorns^ among the Targumists, are 

*» Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 17. [Hud- « English folio edition, vol. ii. 

8on, p. 584.1 p. ^. 

^ Leusdet^s edition^ vol. il^. J ^ 2. f Hieros. Kilaim, fol. 32. i. et 

<* Olivar. in Pompon. Melam, lib. Babyl. Bav. Bathra, fol. 72.3. 

[i.] cap. II. 
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I'^S.IS; because that lake, having no great depth, but very 
much dried in the summer-time, was grown over with thorns 
and bushes. 3. 13DD> from whence the common name Samo- 
chonitis, the letters D and 1 being changed in "SXD and 

V. b^i^Tini l^Ki^ Perhaps the sandy sea. Which fits very 
well to the lake of Sirbon, joining the commentary of Dio- 
dorus Siculus ^. For he relates, that that lake, for the most 
part, is so covered with sand, that it hath often deceived and 
supplanted travellers, yea, whole armies, thinking it to be 
firm land. 

VI. nnSun I^D'^ We have nothing to say of this, besides 
this observation, — that since it is also called by the same 
Gemarists jH^'^Tttn, the guttural n seems to be melted into *» ; 
which is not unusual to the dialect of the nation, so to 
smooth and soften guttural letters. It is also called, by the 
Babylonians, Mnb^H, which, among the Talmudists, does 
sometimes signify rushy or sedgy : — but what the sea is, we 
know not. However, we do not forget the Cendevian lake : 
but whether that be to be numbered among our catalogue, we 
doubt upon this reason, — because on the same coast lies the 
Great Sea. 

VII. l^^BMI l^D^ "Theseaof Apamia.'' The Jerusalem 
writers, in both places, when they speak of that sea, add these 
words, b^D*^ &c. The sea of Apamia is the same with the sea 
of Ghamatz. D3'^^7p"n, &c., "Didetinus caused it to be made 
by rivers gathered together.'" It was, therefore, of a later 
date. Gonceming it, see the sixty-eighth chapter. 

After these seas, mentioned by the Talmudists, hear also 
no lean story of theirs concerning the fish: "R. Chaninahc 
Bar B. Abhu said. Seven hundred kinds of clean fish, and 
eight hundred* kinds of clean locusts, and of birds an infinite 
number, travelled with Israel into Babylon, and returned 
when Israel returned, except the fish MlOli'^U?. But how did 
the fish travel ? R. Houna Bar Joseph saith, TPy USHTS *yi1 
they travelled by the way of the deep, and by the deep they 
came back." Surely it requires a Jewish invention (which is 
able to frame any thing out of any thing), to trace a way, 
either by any sea, or by any river, through which fish might 
^ [lib. i. 30.] c Hieros. Taanith, fol. 69. 2, 
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swim out of Palestine into Babylon. By the same art they 
bring Jonah in the belly of the whale^ out of the Phoenician 
sea, into the Bed sea^. 

That, indeed, is somewhat hard, yet not to be doubted of, 
what is said, 3 Chron. viii. i8, concerning Hiram sending 
ships to Solomon into the Bed sea. What ! ships to come 
fixmi Tyre into Uie Bed sea ! Which way sailed they ? It is 
answered, He sent such Tyrian ships, which had much and 
long traded before in the Bed sea, to accompany Solomon's 
fleet. To this belongs that, that it is said there likewise (and 
in I Kings ix. 27), that '^ he sent seamen, that had knowledge 
of the sea ;'' that is, knowledge of that sea : and they proba- 
bly not such, who had never yet adventured themselves into 
the Bed sea, but had experience of it before, and were not 
ignorant of the Ophir voyage. 

The four rivers for the compassing of the land (they 
say) are, — I. VV\^ Jordcm ; that is sufficiently known. II. 
*pKi*^^ Jarmoch, In Pliny*, 'Hieramax:' *<Oaddara (saith 
he), Hieramax flowing before it."" III. p'^DIp Kirmum. 
IV. nyo Piffah. Concerning which, thus the Aruch^: 
^* Kirmion is a river in the ways to Damascus, and is the 
same with Amanah. Pigah is Pharphar. And Jarmoch is 
also a river in the way to Damascus." And the Talmudists^: 
^*' The waters of Kirmion and Pigah are not fit^' (to sprinkle 
the unclean), " because they are muddy waters. The waters 
also of Jordan, and the waters of Jarmoch, are not fit, because 
they are mixed waters :'^ — ^tiiat is, as the Gloss speaks, mixed 
with the waters of other rivers, which they receive within 
themselves. 

Toi the seven seas, concerning which we have spoken, 
those things which are said by Midras Tillim^, do refer : *' I 
have created seven seas, saith the Lord, but out of them all 
I have chosen none, but the sea of Gennesaret.'^ — And of the 
river of Amanah, of which the Aruch speaks, mention is made 
in the Targum upon Cant. iv. 8 : '' They that dwell upon the 
river Amanah, shall offer thee a gift," &c. 

^ R. Sol. in Jon. ii. ^ Parah. cap. viii. hal. 10. 

« Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 18. * EngUshfoUo edition, vol, u. ^.6. 

f Aruch in fWlp ^ Midr. Tillim, fol. 4. i. 
ff Leusden^M edition, vol. ii. p. 1 73- 
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CHAP. V. 

The Sea of Sodom, vhsH tT. 

The bounds of Judea, on both sides, are the sea; the 
western bound is the Mediterranean, — the eastern, the Dead 
sea, or the sea of Sodom. This the Jewish writers every 
where call TrTtSl ty, which you may not so properly in- 
terpret here, " the salt sea/' as *' the bttuminaus sea.^' In 
which sense D'^ITD TTTD word for word, "Sodom's salt," 
but properly " Sodom's bitumen,*" doth very frequently occur 
among them. The use of it was in the holy incense. They 
mingled n'^IID vho * bitumen V py^Tl DBS 'the amber 
of Jordan,^ and 1©y roVKi, an herb known to few, with the 
spices that made that incense. 

'Ao'^oAnns'" kCiivrj iTr4\€i t&p ^UpotroXviuT&v SfKdV arablov^ 
t: ''The lake Asphaltitis is distant from Jerusalem three 
hundred furlongs :'** — about eight-and-thirty miles. 

Twirrjs^ rfjs klfivris fjLr}KOS ixiv oyhorJKOvra koI TrivraKSaioi 
oTciSiot : *' It is extended in length five hundred and eighty 
furiongs;* seventy-two miles. — EZpos bi wcvnjKowa koX kKar6v : 
*' in breadth a hundred and fifty furlongs ;" eighteen miles. 

Pliny<> speaks thus of it: ''In length it is more than a 
hundred miles: in its greatest breadth, it makes five-and- 
twenty, — in its least, six.'' What agreement is there between 
these two ? I suppose Josephus does not comprehend within 
his measure the tongue of the sea, of which mention is made, 
Josh. XV. 2, — ^and defines the breadth, as it was generally every 
where diffused. Concerning its distance from Jerusalem, 
SolinusP also speaks : '' In a long retreat from Jerusalem 
(saith he) a sad bay openeth itself ; which that it was struck 
from heaven, the ground, black and dissolved into ashes, testi- 
fies. There were two towns there, one named Sodom, the 
other Gkimorrha.'' But that distance was not directly south- 
ward, but by a very long declination eastward. 

The Tahnudists devote " to the sea of Sodom," vhsH uh 
any thing, that is destined to rejection and cursing, and that 
by no means is to be used. 

1 Maimon. inKele Mikdash,cftp.a. [Hudson, p. 1 105.] [iv. 8. 4/] 
"> Jot. Antiq. lib. xv. p. [zv.6. s.] ^ Nat. Hist. liD. v. cap. 16. 
■> Id. de Bell. lib. it. cap. 37. p Solin. Polyhist. cap. 38. 
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rhrtin Ub rr'^arr "l^hs^ "Let<i him devote the use of such 
a thing to the bituminous sea." "Let»^ the price of an obla- 
tion for sin, the owner whereof is dead^ depart TvTiSn ty / 
into the salt sea/' 

■^:in XyTy^V^ "The proselyte Aquila divided the inheritance 
with his brother a Gtentile, and devoted the use and benefit 
of it to the salt sea. Of three doctors one saith, That he 
devoted the moneys of idolatry into the salt sea.'' Hence is 
that allusion, Rev. xx. 14^ ^' And death and hell were cast into 
the lake of fire.*' 

It doth not please me, that Sodom, in the maps^ is placed 
in the northern bounds of the Asphaltites ; when it seems 
rather to be placed in the southern extremity of it. For, 

I. The bounds of the land are thus defined by Moses, 
Gen. x. 1 9 : " The borders of the Ganaanites were from Sidon*" 
(on the north) "unto Guza" (on the south), "as thou goest 
forward, or until thou comest to Sodom.** Are not the 
bounds here bent from Gaza to the farthest term opposite 
to it on the east ! 

II. Josephus ^, in the description of the Asphaltites, which 
we quoted a little above, hath these words : " The length of it 
is five hundred and eighty furlongs, KaOh hr\ fxixP^ Zoip<av rfj^ 
^Apapias ^KTcirerai : and it is stretched out as far as Zoar of 
Arabia.*^ Note, that the farthest coast of the extension of it 
southward, is to Zoar. But now Zoar was not far distant 
from Sodom, when Lot, with his company, got thither before 
the rising of the sun, Gen. xix. 23. " It is written (say the 
Gemarists"), ^ The sun was risen upon the earth, when Lot 
entered into Sodom.' — Now Sodom was four miles from 
Zoar." 

The maps show you Zoar and Lot's Cave in Judea, at the 
northern coast almost of the Asphaltites : — by what authority, 
I do not apprehend. The Talmudists^, indeed, do mention a 
certain Zoar, which they also call, " The City of Palms." — 
** There is a story (say they) of some Levites, who travelled 
to Zoar, the city of palms : and one of them fell sick, whom 

<i Hiero8.AvodahZarab,fol.^9.a. ^ Jos. 'de Bell. [iv. 8. 4.] 

^ Hieros. Sotah, fol. 19. i. Nazir. ^ Hieros. Beracn. fol. 3, 3. 

cap. 4. hal. 4. > Jevamoth, cap. 16. hal. ult. 
* Hieros. Demai, fol. 35. 4. 
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they brought to an inny, and there he died."" But I should 
sooner believe, that there were two Zoars, than I should be- 
lieve, that the father of the Moabites were not conceived and 
bom near Zoar of the land of Moab. See Isa. xv. 5. 

Concerning the age of Sodom, when it perished, see the 
places in the margin^, and weigh them well. 

CHAP. Vl.a 

I%e Cooit of the AsphaUUes. The Essenes. En-gedi. 

"On the western shore *" (of the Asphaltites) "dwell the 
Essenes; whom persons, guilty of any crimes, fly from on 
every side, A nation it is that lives alone, and of all other 
nations in the whole world, most to be admired ; they are 
without any woman; all lust banished, &;c. Below these, 
was the town Engadda, the next to Jerusalem for fruitful- 
ness, and groves of palm-trees, now another burying-place, 
From thence stands Massada, a castle in a rock, and this 
castle not far from the Asphaltites^.^^ 

Solinus<^, Pliny^'s shadow, speaks the like things : " The 
Essenes possess the inner parts of Judea, which look to the 
west. The town Engadda lay beneath the Essenes; but it 
is now destroyed : but it^ glor}' for the famous groves, that 
are there, doth still endure : and in regard of its most lofty 
woods of palms, it hath received no disparagement either by 
age or war. The castle Massada is the bounds of Judea."" 

We are looking for the places, not the men: — we might 
otherwise begin the history of the Essenes from those words, 
Judg. i. 16 : "And the sons of the Kenite, Moses's father-in- 
law, went out of the city of palms, with the sons of Judah, 
into the deserts of Judah.*" From these we suppose came 
the Bechabites, — and from their stock, or example, the Es- 
senes. Which if it be true, we make this an argument of 
the ill placing of En-gedi in the maps, being set too much 
towards the north, when it ought to have been placed to- 
wards the utmost southern coasts. 

If the Essenes were the same with the Kenites in seat and 
place, and the Kenites dwelt beyond Arad southward, or in- 



y Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 1 74. • English folio edition, vol. 2 . p. 7 . 

* Bab. Shab. fol. 10. 3. ct 11. i. >> Plin. lib. v. cap. 17. 

et Jochas. fol. 8. i. ^ Solin. cap. 38. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. C 
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deed even with Arad, which is asserted in the text alleged^ — 
and if below these were En-gedi, which is also asserted by 
the authors cited,— certainly, then, the maps have laid it a 
long way distant from its own proper place, too much north- 
ward. View them, and think of Uiese things. To which we 
also add this : — 

The southern borders of the land, Ezek. xlvii. 19 (the very 
same which are mentioned Num. xxxiv. and Josh. xv. 2), are 
thus declared ; '^ The southern coast southward from Tamar 
to the waters of Meribah in Gadesh,^^ &c. But now Tamar 
and En-gedi are the same, 2 Chron. xx. 2. Nor have we any 
reason why we should seek another Tamar elsewhere. Cer- 
tainly, the Ghaldee paraphrast, and Babbi Sol. Jarchi, and 
Kimchi following him, have rendered Tamar, in Ezekiel, 
Jericho. But upon what reason ! For how, I beseech you, 
was it possible, that Jericho should be the bounds of the 
south land, when it was the utmost bounds of Judea north- 
ward \ It was this, without all doubt, drove them to that 
version of the word, because Jericho is called the City of 
Palms, — and Trnnar ^"OFS signifies a pahn; since En-gedi 
would not give place to Jericho, one inch in regard of the 
glory of palm-groves. 

Whether Tadmor, i Kings ix. 18, be the same with this 
our Tamar, — and whether Tadmor in the Talmudists be the 
same with that Tadmor, — we leave to the reader to consider. 
We produce these few things concerning it, which are delated 
by them, — for the sake of such consideration : — 

" They™ receive proselytes from those of Cardya and Tad- 
mor. Bab. Abhu, in the name of B. Jochanan, saith. The 
tradition asserts, that the proselytes of Tadmor are fit to 
enter into the congregation." It was said a little before; 
''Haggai the prophet taught these three lessons : — USH lT\i^ 
The rival of a daughter" (of a priest) " may be married by a 
priest. The Moabites and Ammonites ought to tithe the 
poor^s tithe the seventh year. And the proselytes of Tadmor 
are fit to enter into the congregation.'^ 

This story is recited in the Jerusalem Misna " : D*nD 
n'n'^Din, " Mary, of Tadmor, having part of the blood 

^ Hieros. Jevam. fol. 3. 2, » Nazir. cap. vi. hal. 13. 
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sprinkled upon her^ (whereby she was to be purified), " heard 
in that very juncture of time^ that her daughter was dead/' 
&e. But the Babylonian calls her D'^TIttin " of Tarmod." 
— " Prom the place Tarmud/* saith the Gloss o.— The ' Tar- 
mudeans/ ^MT1D*^D, are said, by those of the Babylonian 
Talmud, to be certain poor people^ who got themselves a 
livelihood by gathering up wood, and selling it. 

R JoohananP said, ^^ Blessed is he, who shall see the de- 
struction of Tadmor : for she communicated in the destruc- 
tion of the first and second Temple. In the destruction of 
the first, she brought eighty thousand arohers : and so she 
did, in the destruction of the second." 

OHAP. Vll.q 

Kadeih. Cp^> ^^ if^t double. Inquiry is made, Whether 
the doubling it in the Maps is well done. 

Thb readers of the eastern interpreters will observe, that 
WHp Kadesh is rendered by all Dp^ Rekam, or in a sound 
very near it. In the Ghaldee, it is ^ Bekam :' in the Syriac^ 
* Bekem :' in the Arabic, ' Bakim.^ And Eadesh-bamea, in 
Onkelos, is T\tX^^ Dp^ : in Jonathan, nj^il D|71 (from which 
words, compared, we may observe how the guttural V is 
melted) : in the Targum of Jerusalem, MSPUn D|71 : in the 
Oemarists, rUTU DjTI. 

There are two places noted by the name D)71 Bekam in 
the very bounds' of the land, — ^to wit, the southern and 
eastern : that is, a double Kadesh. 

I. Of Kadesh, or Bekam, in the south part, there is no 
doubt. 

II. Of it, in the eastern part, there is this mention ^: 
rnt03 'dpn^ WXch Op^O. " From Bekam to the east, and 
Bekam is as the east :" that is, B. Nissim interpreting, '* Bekam 
itself is reckoned for the east of the world" (that is, for the 
land of the heathen), "•* not for the land of Israel.'*^ Behold ! 
a Bekam, or a Kadesh, also, on the east. But the maps have 
feigned to themsdves another E^esh, besides Bamea, and 
this eastern Bekam; whither, they think, the people of Israel 

o Bab. Schab. fol. 21. 2. and ^ EngUsh folio editiontVoV\\,i^,%. 

Arucb in ntt)*in. ' Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 175. 

«• Hicros. Taanith, fol. 69. a. * See R. Niwim in Gittin, cap. i. 

c 2 
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<3ame in the fortieth year of their travel, Num. xx. These, 
we suppose, were some of the reasons, whereby the authors 
of them were drawn to it. 

I. Because Kadesh-barnea was in the desert of Paran, 
Num. xii. \6, xiv. i. But the Kadesh^ whither they came 
the fortieth year, was in the desert of Zin, Num. xx. i. — I 
answer^ The searchers of the land, departing from Kadesh- 
barnea, are said, also, to go out of the deserts of Zin, Num. 
xiii. 21. Paran was the general name of that dreadful 
desert ; Zin only one part of it. 

II. In Eadesh-bamea they encamped many days, Deut. 
i. 46. But in that Eadesh, concerning which mention is 
made, Num. xx, there was not provision sufficient, whereby 
they might be sustained one day. For they complain, that 
it was a place altogether destitute of seed, figs, vines, and 
pomegranates. Num. xx. 5 : which they did not at all com- 
plain of, while they remained in Eadesh-bamea. — I answer, 
Omitting, that wheresoever they encamped, they were fed 
by manna ; the complaint arose among them, not so much of 
the place itself, as of the ill boding and prejudice, as I may 
so say, of the place ; because, from the barrenness of this 
place, they prejudged of the like barrenness of that land, 
into which they were to enter, — and the porch, as it were, 
of which, was Kadesh-barnea. When they came hither 
first, now thirty-eight years before, " Ye came to the moun- 
tain of the Amorites (saith Moses) which the Lord giveth 
you,'' Deut. i. 20, 21. * Is it so?' (think they with them- 
selves) ' Does the first entrance of the land of promise, pro- 
mise no better! There is little hope of the land itself, if 
the beginnings of it are such. It is convenient, therefore, 
that we send before us spies, who may bring us word, whe- 
ther it is of so great account, that we should tire and hazard 
ourselves by going to that soil, whose first appearance is so 
horrid and desperate.' — And hence was that unhappy argu- 
ment before their eyes, by the inducement of which the 
whole multitude, by so unanimous a vote, concluded and 
resolved against the land. And since now, after so much 
time passed, they are come back to the same place, they 
think, distrust, and complain of the same things. 

III. In Kadesh-barnea, they had a supply of water ; in 
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Kadesh, whither they came the fortieth year, there was no 
water, Num. xx, &o.— I answer. They drank, when they first 
came to Eadesh-bamea, of the rook, which followed them 
(i Cor. X. 2), which dried up, when they were now ready to 
enter into the land. If you ask, Why had those rivers that 
followed them, dried up, as soon as they came at Eadesh- 
bamea, which before had not dried up when they came 
thither; — then I ask also. Why had they dried up, when 
they came to another Kadesh ? 

IV. Concerning the Eadesh, whither they came the last 
year of their travel, it is said, that the city was in the utmost 
bounds of the land of Edom : and therefore, they desire leave 
of the king to pass through the land of Edom, Num. xx. 16^ 
17. — I answer, Nothing at all hinders, but these things may 
be spoke of Eadesh-bamea, which lying contiguous to the 
mountain of the Amorites, that is, to mountainous Judea, 
showed so great an army an access, and promised it ; only 
that access was winding, and very difficult to be passed. 
They desire, therefore, a more level way of the king of Edom, 
but obtain it not. 

V. Perhaps* that which chiefly moved them, was this; 
that supposing one Eadesh only, to wit, Barnea,— it will be 
scarce possible not to confound the encampings of Israel in 
the wilderness, and their movings from place to place. — I 
answer. There will be the same easiness of ordering them, if 
yon do but reduce the sixth and seventh verses of Deut. x, 
into a tme sense, and into agreement with Num. xxxiii. from 
ver. 31 to 41 ; which is not hard to do. But let these things 
suffice, for the present, to have spoke besides our scope. 
That that Eadesh, to which they came in the fortieth year 
(which is called Meribah, Num. xx. 13), is the same with 
Eadesh-barnea, is clear enough from hence, — that Meribah 
in Eadesh is assigned for the southern border of the land, 
Ezek. xlvii. 19; which border of old was Eladesh-bamea, 
Num. xxxiv. 4, Josh. xv. 3. 

CHAP. VIII. 
The River of EgypU Rhinocorura. The Lake of Sirbon. 
Puny'» writes, "From Pelusium are the intrenchments of 

^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 9. " Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 12. [13.] 
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Ohabrias : mount Gasius : the temple of Jupiter C^us : the 
tomb of Pompej the Great : Ostracine : Arabia is bounded 
sixty-five miles from Pdusium : soon after begins Idumea 
and Palestine from the rising up of the Sirbon lake/' Either 
my eyes deceive me; while I read these things, — or mount 
Gasius lies hearer Pelusium, than the lake of Sirbon. The 
maps have ill placed the Sirbon between mount Casius and 
Pelusium. 

Sirbon (jlS^ltD) implies burning [SlttJ] ; the name of the lake 
being derived from its nature, which is fiery and bituminous. It 
is described by Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, and others, whom 
you may look upon. A lake like to that of Sodom", and per- 
haps was of the like fate and original ; to wit, an example of 
divine indignation. What if it be the monument of that 
dreadful earthquake in the days of Uzziah, Amos i. i, Zech. 
xiv. 5 \ when God contended also in fire, Amos vii. 4 : so 
that some cities perished after the manner of Sodom and 
Gomorrha, Amos iv. 11, Isa. i. 9. 

D^na» hrXl^ The farthest b<mler of the land of Israel 
southward is not Nile in Egypt, but Shihor in the way to 
Egypt, Josh. xiii. 3, Jer. ii. 18. In the Seventy interpreters, 
it is Bhinocorura ; for they render that in Isa. xxvii. 12, 
D^na» hrx^ iy, "unto the stream.of Egypt.'' •'Ews 'PtroKo- 
poip^v, ^^ unto Rhinocorura.'' Of which place and name, 
derived from the ' cutting of nostrils/ see Diodorus Siculus^ 
lib. I. [60.] 

GHAP. IX. 
A Sight o/Judea. 
'' In Judea^ is the mountainous country, the plain, and the 
vale. What is the mountainous country of Judea ! "^n Sit» 
*77Dn It is the king's mountain. The plain of it is the plain 
of the south. The vale is from En-gedi to Jericho. The plain 
of Lydda is as the plain of the south : and its mountainous 
country is as the king's mountainous country : T)y\7l H'^STD» 
&c. Prom Beth-horon to the sea is one circumjacent region. 
Rabbi Jochanan saith, Yet it hath a mountainous part, a 
plain, and a vale. From Beth-horon to Emmaus is moun- 

« Leusden's edUion, vol. ii. p. 1 76. ^ Hieroa. Sheviith, fol. 38. 4. 
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tainous^ — from Emmaus to Lydda is plain, — from Lydda to 
the sea is valley .*" 

Judea is not divided amiss into four parts : — namely, into 
the country, which formerly was the Philistines^ which takes 
up the western part. To this joins, on the east^ the moun- 
tainous country of Judea, whidi is also called '^ The king^s 
mount.'" To the mountainous country^ on the east, joins a 
plain^ a country more low and level than the mountains, 
which nevertheless here and there hath its hills. Hence is 
that, "^rQlD rPDlD, &c. "Ay valley, lying between moun- 
tains, is reckoned with the mountains, and mountains in a 
valley are numbered with the valley." To to the plain east- 
wardly joins a valley, lower than the plain, — namely, the coast 
of the sea of Sodom, and at length of Jordan. 

The^ land of Benjamin, in like manner, which is numbered 
with Judea, in respect of its superficies, was of the same 
nature ; which, although orei/c^aros 6 KKrjpos dtrros ^v hih. i^iv 
rrfs 7^5 i/^er^jf, " it* was a portion of the narrowest limits, by 
reason of the goodness of the soil,^' yet had its mountainous 
part, its plain, and vale : and that, not only t-owards Lydda, 
and the great sea, but towards Jericho and Jordan. 

Judea did excel all the other parts of the land of Israel in 
very many privil^es. For, besides that in it was seated Je- 
rusalem, the metropolis of the whole nation, and in Jerusalem 
stood the Temple, and in the Temple sat the Sanhedrim ; — 
this was also peculiar to it out of the Canons, that ^'it^ was 
not lawful to intercalate the year out of Judea, while they 
might do it in Judea.'' Maimonides<^ gives the reason of the 
thing, " Because there dwelt the divine glory.^** — " Nor<l was 
the sheaf of the first-fruits of the barley to be fetched else- 
where, than from Judea, and as near as might be to Jeru- 
salem.'" Once^ it was fetched a great way off*, &c. 

CHAP. X. 
A Description of the Sea-coast y out of Pliny and Strabo. 
*'*' Idumea^ and Palestine begin from the rising up of the 

y Idem ibid, iw roU <l)apayy^€(n ^ Hieros. Nedarim, fol. 40. i. 
Wtr^ponr. Joseph. Antiq. lib. adii. cap. ^ Maim, in Kiddusb Uodesb, 
13. [iiii. 7. 3.] cap. 4 



UshfoUo editum,yo\,2,p,io. ^ Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 11. a. 
* Joseph. Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. « IdemMeiiachoth,fol.64.3,&c. 
[v. 1. 33.J ' Pliny, lib. v. cap. 13. 
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Sirbon lake. The towns of Rhinocorura, and within Baphea. 
Qaza, and within Anthedon. 'Mount Angaria. The country 
along the coast, Samaria. The free town Ascalon, Azotus. 
The two Jamnes, the one a village'^ (otherwise Jamne within). 
" Joppe of the Phoenicians. Thence ApoUonia. The tower 
of Strato ; the same is Gaesarea. The bounds of Palestine are 
a hundred and eighty-nine miles from the confines of Arabia. 
Then begins Phoenioe.*' 

And chap, xix: ''We must go back to the coast, and 
Phoenico. There was the town Crocodilon ; it is now a river. 
B>uins of some cities. Dorum. Sycaminum. The promontory 
Garmel: and, in the mountain, a town of the same name^ 
heretofore called Ecbatana. Near that, Gretta, Lebba, the 
river Pagida or Belus, mingling glassy sand with its small 
shore : it flows from the lake Gendevia, at the root of Garmel. 
Next that is Ptolemais^ a colony of Glaudius Gsesar, which 
heretofore was called Ace. The town Ecdippa. The White 
Promontory. Tyrus, heretofore an island, &c. It is in com- 
pass nineteen miles, Palse-Tyre, lying within, being included. 
The town itself contains two-and-twenty furlongs. Then the 
towns, Enhydra, Sarepta, and Omithon ; and Sidon, the artist 
of glass, and the mother of Thebes in Boeotia." 

Strabog goes backward: ^i4x€t, bi rijs 2t6oVos fi Tvpos ov 
TrXefot/s T&v hiaKOfriiav (rrddCfav "Tyrus is not distant from Sidon 
above two hundred furlongs i'*^ — five-and-twenty miles. 

The masters of the Jews have observed this neighbour- 
hood in that canon, whereby provision is made, that nobody 
betake himself to sail in the Mediterranean sea within three 
days before the sabbath: *'But if any (say they^) will sail 
from Tyre to Sidon, he may, even on the eve of the sabbath : 
because it is well> known, that that space may be sailed, 
while it is yet day.*" 

*Ev ry /utcrofv iroXlxviov, dpvCOoDV woXts Xeyo/m^wy. " Between 
Tyre and Sidon there is the little city Ornithon" (the city of 
birds). "At Tyre a river goes out.*' 

" Thirty furiongs beyond Tyre is Pake-Tyrus :"" three miles 
three quarters. When, therefore, Pliny saith, the compass of 
Tyre is nineteen miles, " Palse-Tyre, that lies within, being 
included,'*^ he shows manifestly, that it is not to be understood 

«^ Strabo, lib. xvi. [2.] *» Tanchum, fol. 77. i. 

* LeumerCs edition, vol. ii. p. 177. 
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of the compass of the city itself, since he saith, ^^ The town 
itself held two-and-twenty furlongs :*" nor can it well be taken 
of the whole circumference of the Tyrian jurisdiction^ but 
rather of the extent of the bounds of it that way, which he 
went. 

EW* fi UtoX^iulU i(m iieyiXri ir6Kis, fjv ^Ai^v &v6fjLa(ov^ &c. 
" Moreover, fh)m Tyre*' (southward) " is Ptolemais, formerly 
called Ace. And between Ace and Tyre, is a shore heaped 
with sands fit to make glass/' 

Merh bi riiv 'Aic^j; ^TpiT<i>vos wipyos^ &c. " Beyond Ace is 
the tower of Strato. The mountain Carmel lies between : and 
the names of some small cities, and nothing more. The cities 
of Sycamines, of Herdsmen, of Crocodiles, and others. And 
going thence, is a certain great wood.*" 

EZra '"l&jrnriy &c. ''After that, Joppa; next which, the 
shore of Egypt, which before had stretched out towards sun- 
rising, does remarkably bend towards the north. There some 
talk, that Andromeda was exposed to the whale. A place 
sufficiently high; so high, indeed, that from thence (they 
report) Jerusalem may be seen, the metropolis of the Jews. 
The Jews, also, that go down to the sea, use this port. But 
these ports are receptacles for robbers. And so was the wood 
and Carmel.'" 

Rcu^ bi KoX €vripbprj<T€v oItos 6 Ttfiro^, &c. ^* And this place 
was so well peopled, that, out of Jamnia, a near village, and 
the dwellings neighbouring about, might be armed forty thou- 
sand men.*" 

Elal bi ivr€v$€P cZs top Kiatov, &c. " Thence to mount 
Casius towards Pelusium, the distance is a thousand fur- 
longs, and a little more. And three hundred more to Pe- 
lusium/" 

Here we must stop, and see how these two authors do 
agree. For, according to Strabo's account, one thousand 
three hundred furlongs, and a little more, run out from Pelu- 
sium to Joppa : that is, one hundred and sixty three miles, or 
thereabouts : but according to PlinyX at first sight, more by 
far. For '^Arabia (saith he) is bounded sixty-five miles from 
Pelusium : and the end of Palestine is one hundred and 
eighty-nine miles from the confines of Arabia. And then 

^ English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. ii. 
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begins Phoenice.'*'' The sum is two hundred and fifty-four 
miles. He had named Joppa before^ * Joppa of the Phoe- 
nicians.' But now, supposing he makes Joppa the border 
of Palestine, and the beginning of Phoenice, tiiere are from 
Pelusium to Joppa, himself reckonings almost a hundred miles 
more than in Strabo. Nor is there any thing to answer from 
the difference of the measure of Strabo's furlongs^ and Pliny^s 
miles. For they go by the same measure, themselves being 
witnesses : for to Strabo^ rb fiCKiop dKToarabtop, " Eight" 
furlongs make a mile ;^' and^ to Pliny^ ** A^ furlong makes a 
hundred and twenty-five of our paces :^ — which comes to the 
same thing. 

We must therefore say, that by the * end of Palestine, ' in 
Pliny <>, is properly signified the end of it, touching upon 
Phoenicia properly so called ; — that is, upon the borders of 
Tyre and Sidon. For when he calls Joppa, ** Joppa of the 
Phoenicians," — ^he does not conclude Joppa within Phoenicia ; 
but because the sea, washing upon that shore of Palestine, 
was divided in common speech into the Phoenician and the 
Egyptian sea (so Strabo before, ^* Afterward Joppe ; after 
that, the shore of Egypt,^ &c.) ; and because the Phoenicians 
were famous for navigation, — he ascribed their name to 
Joppa, a very eminent haven of that shore. But he stretched 
the borders of Palestine a great way farther ; — namely, so far 
till they meet with the borders of Tyre and Sidon. So far, 
therefore, doth Pliny's measure extend itself; to wit, — that, 
from Idumea, and the rising of the Sirbon lake, to the borders 
of Tyre and Sidon, there be one hundred and eighty-nine 
miles. The place that divided these meeting-bounds to the 
Jews, was Aeon, or Ptolemais ; which we shall note, when 
we come thither : — ^but whether it was so to Pliny, remains 
obscure. But it is a more probable opinion, that he computed 
according to the vulgar and most known distinction. 

Gulielmus TyriusP, measuring the borders of the Tyre of his 
time southward, extends them to four or five miles : " For it 
is extended southward towards Ptolemais, as far as to that 
place, which, at this day, is called ^ the district of Scanda- 
rion,' which is four or five miles." If, therefore^ it should be 

n Strabo, lib. vii. [p. 497O ** Plin. lib. ii. c. 33. 

P G. Tynus, De Bello Sacro, c. 3. 
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granted, that Pliny's measure extended so far, we might 
compute the length of the land from the Sirbon, where also is 
the river of Egypt, to Sidon, by this account : 

I. From the Sirbon to the borders of Phoenice, one hundred 
and eighty-nine miles. — Pliny. 

II. From the first borders of Phoenice to Tyre, five miles. 
— Gul. Tyrius. 

III. From Tyre to Sidon, twenty-five miles. — Strabo. 
Sum total is two hundred and nineteen miles. 

CHAP. Xl.q 
The mowntainouB Oouniry o/Judea. 

" What' is the mountainous country of Judea ? KSl TXI 
yron : It is the king^s mountain.'^ 

However Judea, here and there, doth swell out mudi with 
mountains, yet its chief swelling appears in t^t broad back 
of mountains, that runs from the utmost southern coast as 
far as Hebron, and almost as Jerusalem itself. Which the 
Holy Scripture calls TrTffV "^n dp€wii 'lotJJa, " The hill- 
country of Judah,^ Josh. xxi. i x, Luke i. 39. 

Unless I am very much mistaken^ — ^the maps of Adri- 
comus, Tirinius, and others, ought to be corrected, which 
have feigned to themselves a very long back of mountains, 
beginning almost at the Bed Sea, and reaching almost to 
the land of Canaan, and that with this inscription, '^The 
Amorrhean Mountain.'" Those authors are mistaken by an 
ill interpretation of the phrase •»'^faMn yi TJ*^? rendering 
it, " in the way by** (or near) " the mountain of» the Amor- 
ites,**' — when it should be rendered, " in the way to the 
mountun of the Amorites."^ Let the reader consult Deut. 
i. 19, 20 : ^' We departed from Horeb, and went through all 
that great and terrible desert, which ye saw, "'■^bMH "^n "X^^ 
in the way leading to the mountain of the Amorite, as our 
Lord commanded us, and came to Cadesh-bamea. Then I 
said unto you. You are now come to the mountain of the 
Amorites," &c. 

«I Leusdens edition, vol. ii. p. 178. ' Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 38. 4. 

* EngUskfoUo edition, vol. ii. p. la. 
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The mountain of the Amorites took its beginning from 
Cadesh-bamea^ the southern border^ of the land of Israel, — 
and, by a hardened gibbosity, thrust forward itself into Judea 
beyond Hebron, the name only being changed into the ^^ Hill- 
country of Judea.'' Whence is that of Samson to be under- 
stood, that he carried not the gates of Graza near to Hebron, 
or to the mountain, whence Hebron might be seen ;— :but to 
the top of this mountainous country, which runs out to 
Hebron : — and so are the words to be rendered, Jud. xvi. 3, 
*' He carried them to the top of a mountainous place, which is 
before Hebron." 

This mountainous country is called Qi^^Tl "^SlIlD, "The 
mountainous desert^"*^ Psal. Ixxy. 6, because it is not firom the 
east, nor from the west, nor from the desert of the moun- 
tains. Where the Targum thus ; " Nor from the souths the 
mountainous place.'' 

It remains doubtful, why it is called by the Talmudists 
^'tDH "^n, "The King's mountain.'' Whether because it 
was king among all the other mountains of Judea ! or, be- 
cause the royal dignity of David's house sprang hence, — ^to 
wit, from Hebron? There is much mention of it in the Jewish 
writers. 

The Chaldee paraphrast upon Judg. iv. 5 : *' Deborah had 
ND^D y\1DD, y\11 ncy white dust in the King's Mountain.'' 
That is, as it seems^ potter's clay : for the Gemarists, speaking 
somewhere concerning potters, say, " that<^ they work in black 
dust, or in white dust.^ 

^'In^ the days o^ B. Hoshaia, some went about to get a 
freedom from some tithes for the Mount of the King." 

Babbi Simeon'^ had vine-dressers y^i^ "^Hl in the Mount 
of the King. He was minded to let out his vineyard to 
heathens. 

B. Ghaijahy, B. Issai, and B. Immai, went up to the King's 
Mountain. They saw a certain heathen, who was suspicious 
concerning their wine. 

A* myriad of cities stood in the Mountain-royal, of which 
B. Eliezer Ben Harsum possessed a thousand." This moun- 

^ Hieros. Bava Mezia, fol. 11. 4. v Ibid. fol. 44. 4. 

u Idem Demai, fol. 34. 4. ^ Hieros. Taanith, fol. 69. i. 

X Idem Avodah Zarah, fol. 42. 3. 
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taiiious country is not, therefore, called CPyi "^^IP '* The 
mountainous desert/' because it was void of cities and towns, 
but because it was a more barren and rough country. 

MnblMnnMI M^r^l^nnM &c. "The» Royal Mountain was 
laid waste by reason of a cock and a hen. It was the custom, 
when they brought forth the bridegroom and the bride, to 
lead before them a cock and a hen : as if they should say, 
Increase and multiply^ as they. On a certain day a regiment 
of Romans passed by, and wrested the cock and the hen from 
them : these, therefore, rose up against them, and beat them. 
Away, therefore, they go to C^sar, and told him, The Jews 
rebel against thee, &c. R. Asai saith, Three hundred thou- 
sand drew sword, and went up to the Royal Mountain, and 
there slew for three days and three nights," &c. 

Rabbi Asai saith, " Janneus the king had sixty myriads of 
cities in the Royal Mountain : and in each the number was 
equal to them, that went out of Egypt, — excepting three 
cities, in which that number was doubted. And these were, 
I. \Zr>a "^03, Cajfhar Bish'' (that is, the IS Town) ; " therefore 
called so M7*T, &c. because it afforded not a house of hospi- 
tality. II. D'^'' vPf^tD ^D3, a town, that had its name from a 
certain herb, because by that herb they were nourished. 
III. K^*0*T "^M, the town of males ; so called, saith R. Jocha- 
nan, because their wives first brought forth males, and then 
females, and so left off." 

This story is recited by the Jerusalem Talmudists, who 
say, M'nS*! ^D3^ is so called, because, unless the women 
departed thence somewhere else, they could not bring forth 
male children. 

^^ But (saith Ulla) I saw that place, and it is not able to 
contain even sixty myriads of nests. Therefore, said a certain 
sectary of R. Chaninah, Ye lie, ye lie. To whom he replied 
That land is called *>nS "pM ' the land of a Kid :' but now 
**3S ^a kid' hath a skin, that does not<: contain his flesh : so 
the land of Israel, while it is inhabited, is spacious ; but, 
when uninhabited, more contracted.^' 

« Bab. Gittin. fol. 57. i. ^ Hieros. Taanith, fol. 69. i. 

^ Leiuden^s eiUum, vol. ii. p. 179. 
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CHAP. XII.d 

I%e South CawUry. PTMrtm HmW WTTM. Judea called 
Dl'n * the South,' in respect of Oalilee. 

Rabban Gamaliel^ and the elders sitting together at the 
ascent into the gallery, in the mount of the Temple, had 
Jochanan, the priest, and the amanuensis, sitting with them. 
They said to him, * Go to, write to our brethren, the inhabit- 
ants of Upper Gb^Iilee, and of Nether Galilee, health : we 
certify you, that the time is come of separating the tithes. 

Mn*»5nM MQi'ii •«m hmW mov^t *»n tkinvh) And to 

our brethren, that inhabit the Upper South Oountry, and 
that inhabit the Nether South Country, health : we certify 
you,'' &c. 

The ^ Upper South country' consisted of that part of the 
country, which was hilly ; the * Nether,' of a plain, and valley 
sinking on both sides. Which country, although it were 
barren ^ above all other parts of the land, yet had its inhabit- 
ants, and those many, as well as other countries of the land. 

He that turns over the Talmudical books, will meet very 
frequently with the name of the ' South,' taken for * whole 
Judea' in opposition to 'Ghililee.' "Theses of Zippor en- 
joined a fast to obtain rain, but the rain came not down. 
Therefore, said they of Zippor, R. Joshua Ben Levi obtained 
rain for the southern people : but R. Chaninah hinders it from 
coming upon the people of Zippor. They were called, there- 
fore, together to a second fast. R. Chaninah sent to fetch 
R. Joshua Ben Levi. And both went out to the fast, and yet 
rain fell not. He stood forth, therefore, and said before them, 
Neither doth Joshua Ben Levi obtain rain for the southern 
people, nor does R. Chaninah restrain it from the people of 
Zippor : but the southern people have a soft heart, to hear 
the words of the law and be humbled : but the people of Zip- 
por have a hard heart." But now R. Joshua Ben Levi, who 
was called K'^DT^T " the^^ southern,*' was of Lydda : and those 

^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. ' Tanch. et R. Solom. in Num. 

13. xiii. 

• Hieros. Maasar Sheni, fol. 56. « Hieros. Taanith, fol. 66, 3. 

3. and Sanhedr. fol. 8. 4. and Bab. ^ Idem Chaluh, fol. 57. a. 
Sanhedr. fol. 11. 2. 
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southern people '\ for whom he obtained rain, were of Lydda, 
and such as dwelt in that country. 

" A^^ devout disciple pT^I T'Dbn, learned the intercala- 
tion of the year before his master^ three years and a half: he 
came, and intercalated for G^alilee : but he could not interca- 
late for the south" that is, for Judea. 

Hence you may understand, in what sense some Rabbins 
are called M^'%'^-^1 southern: as M^ainn Spy^ V, " R. Ja- 
cob' of the south,'' who is called also R. Jacob nSTDTlT : also"» 
«'^I'll "^vhiyO V, " R. Samlai of the south";'' whom you 
have disputing with certain^ whom the Gemarists call l^y^i 
that is, heretics: whom I think rather to have been ' Christ- 
ians/ And it seems to be the disputation of a Christian pur- 
posed to assert a trinity of persons in the Deity, but never- 
theless a unity of the Deity. After you have heard the mat- 
ter, perhaps you will be of my judgment. View the place. 

CHAP. xni. 

Gaza. 

After very many histories of this place in the Holy Bible^ 
which there is no need to repeat here, — in^ this city did 
Alexander the Great, at length, besiege Babemeses the Per- 
sian, by the space of two months. ^'Ei^^ofrfsP ttotc yevofUpri 
KaT€<nraarfAiv7i 5' iirb 'Ak€$ivbpov, koI lUvowra tprnios'' ^^ And that 
city, which before-time was most famous, was laid waste by 
him, and rendered desert.'' Not that he had destroyed the 
building of the city, or consumed it with fire ; for presently 
after his death, Antigonus and Ptolemy, his captains, fighting, 
it4 had walls, gates, and fortifications : but that he divested 
it of its ancient glory, so that it was at last melted into a new 
city of that name built nearer the sea, where formerly had 
been TaCaCav Kifiiiv, ' the haven of the Gazseans.' That is 
called by Diodorus, ri(a ttoXcu^ ^ old Gtaza ;' and TiCa Ipriiws^ 
^ QaxB, desert,' by Strabo, and the New Testament, Acts viii. 
26. At last it was called ' New Maijuma,' and after that 



< Idem Tmmoth, fol. 46. 2, <> Joseph. Antiq. lib. xi. cap. 8. 
" " " I, fol. i 
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^ Idem Beracoth, fol. a. 3. 4 Died. Sicul. lib. 19. [84.] 
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^ Idem Snccah, fol. 53. 4. p Strabo, lib. xvi. [3.] 

■* Idem Beracoth, fol. 2 - - ~ 

^ Idem ibid. fol. 11. 4. 
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' Constantia f — concerning which, see Eusebius, of * the Life 
of Gonstantine/ book iv. chap. 28 ; and Sozomen^s ^ Ecclesi- 
aatical History,' book v. chap. 3. 

nty 7© MnblOy is mentioned by the Tahnudists»; which, 
the Glosser interpreting, was a certain street without the city 
Gaza ; where was a shambles, and where there also was an 
idol-temple. 

There ^ is mentioned, also, the ' mart of Graza,' one of the 
three more famed marts^ — to wit, that of Gaza, and of Aco, 
and oiBotna, (HStOll.) 

There*» was a place also without the city, which was 
called, Wnn'^ao Mninin * The waste (or desert) of the leper's 
cloister/ 

CHAP. XIV.x 
Ascahn. Gerar. The Story of the EigUy Witches. 

' AscALON,^ in the Samaritan interpreter, is the same with 
* Gterar,' Gen. xxi. 

The word Gerar^ among the Talmudists, seems to have 
passed into * Gerariku.' *' Wherefore (say they y) have they 
not determined Ip^^J^tt? TVr\ T\TW\^ Sy, of that country, 
which is in Gerariku ? Because it is ill to dwell in. How far ! 
To the river of Egypt. But behold, Gaza is pleasant to 
dwell in/* &c. 

In the author of Aruch it is, "^pTIJI, OardikL '' Bereshith 
Kabbah (saith he») renders mrsX Gardiki" {''P^T^:h)—'^h72 
^'M * The king of Gerar,' Gen. xx. 2, with the Jerusalem 
Targumist, is n^'^fl KS*?» " The king of Arad.*" Note the 
affinity of Arad, Gerar^ and Asoalon ; and thence^ unless I 
am deceived, will grow some light, to illustrate those places 
in the Holy Bible, where we meet with these names. 

Ascalon^ was distant from Jerusalem five hundred and 
twenty furlongs: that is, sixty-five miles. Which is to be 
understood of the older Ascalon. For Benjamin Tudelensis^ 
makes mention of a double Ascalon^ — (this our) old, and the 

r EngUsh folio edition, vol. ii. p. ^ Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 180. 

14. J Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. 

• Bab. Avodah Zarah, fol. 11. 3. « Aruch in *p>*i*i:i. 

t Hieros. Avodah Zarah, fol. 39. a Joseph, de Bell. Jud. [iii. 2. i.] 

4* ^ Benjamin, in Itinerario, pag. 

« Bab. Sanhcdr. fol. 71.1. mihi 80. [p. 51. Ed. L'Empereur.J 1 
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new. For thus he writes : " Thence" (from Azotus) " is new 
Ascalon distant two parsse, or leagues'" (that is, eight miles) ; 
** whioh Ezra, the priest, of blessed memory, built at the sea- 
shore : and they called it, first, rni^31 : now that is distant 
from old Ascalon, now destroyed, four leagues/' 

So that, from Azotus to Ascalon, of which we are speaking, 
and of which alone the Holy Scripture speaks, were, by his 
computation, four-and-twenty miles ; and by the computation 
of Adrichomius, two hundred furlongs, that is, five-and-twenty 
miles. 

'^Ten miles from Gaza" (says our countryman Sandes [San- 
dys]<^, an eyewitness), ^^and near the sea, is placed Ascalon, now 
of no note, anciently a venerable place to the heathen for the 
temple of Dagon, and the festivals of Semiramis*s birthday." 

From Ghiza to Azotus, Diodorus Siculus"^ being witness, 
are two-hundred and seventy furlongs : which amount to four- 
and-thirty miles : namely, from Graza to Ascalon, ten miles, 
and thence to Azotus four-and-twenty. 

That is a common saying, D1^*17 p vptt^t^TD, &c. '* From « 
Ascalon onward to the south, is the heathen country, and 
Ascalon itself is reputed for a heathen country." And yet 
something of Ascalon was within the land of Israel, b)^"^^;! 
p7ptt?M*l The apple-gardens or orchards, did bound the 
land of Ascalon on that coast, which we have observed be- 
fore. And yet, " when ' R. Ismael Ben R. Josi, and lien 
Hakkaphar, were set over p7piri^ l^lt^ hv the space of 
Ascalon" (that is, when it was intrusted to them to judge 
concerning the spaces or parts of Ascalon, — namely, what 
were within the land, and what without, &c.) " they pro- 
nounced it clean from the authority of R. Phinchasi Ben Jair, 
who said. We went down to the corn-market of Ascalon, and 
thence we received wheat, and going up into our city we 
washed, and ate our Thruma ;" i. e. The portion of first-fruits 
belonging to the priests. The greatest part of the city, if 
not the whole, was esteemed, under tfie second Temple, to be 
without the limits of the land : but some part, or at least the 
apple-yards, and the places next adjacent, were within the land. 

c Georg. Sandes's [Sandys'] d Diod. Sicul. lib. xix. 
Travels, p. 151. [Ed. of 162 1. « R. Nissim in Gittin, cap. 1 . 
quoted loosely.] ^ llieros. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. D 
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Mention is made of a certain temple in Ascalon among 
the '^ five g more famous temples, — viz. the temple of Bel in 
Babylon, the temple of Nebo in Cursi, of Tiratha in Mapheg, 
of Zeripha in Ascalon, and of Nishra in Arabia."" 

And there is a story of a fast enjoined, because some sign 
appeared of a blast of the com in Ascalon : '^ The ^ elders 
went down from Jerusalem into their cities, and enjoined a 
fast, because so much of a blast was seen in Ascalon. as the 
space of the mouth of an oven may contain." 

But most famous of all is the story of the eighty women, 
that were witches, hanged by Simeon Ben Shetach in one 
and the same day. We will not think much to relate the 
thing in the words of the Gemarists ^ : — " When as two dis- 
ciples of the wise men in Ascalon were'' intent upon the 
study of the law, one of them, at length dying, had no fune- 
rals performed for him, — when yet a publican, dying at that 
time, had. To the student, that survived, are revealed the 
joys of his saved companion, and likewise the punishments of 
the damned publican.*" ^^'^^hn cS'Sl ^V HI D'^'ID MDm 
: W^t^l '^lOira Let the learned reader turn this clause into 
English; unless my conjecture fail me, it savours of spite 
and poison. I should thus render it : " He saw Mary, the 
daughter of Eli, in the shades, hung up by the kernels of the 
breasts ; and when he inquired, How long she was to suffer 
those things ? it was answered. Until Simon Ben Shetach 
came to supply her place. But, said he, for what crime ? It 
is answered. Therefore, because he sometime swore against 
his soul, and said. If I shall ever become a prince, I will de- 
stroy all wizards. But behold, he is become a prince, and 
yet he hath not done this : for eighty women, that are witches, 
lie hid in a cave at Ascalon, and kill the world. Go, and tell 
him, fee. He went to him, therefore, and related these things, 
fee. On a certain rainy day, therefore, having eighty young 
men in company ^th him, he goes to the cave, knocks, pro- 
fesses himself one of the bewitching society, and is let' in. 
He sees them exercising their art. For, muttering certain 
words together, one brings morsels of meat,~another, wine, 

Hiero8. SanfceJr. fol. 33. 3. Bab. 1 Leusdek^, edition, vol. ii. p rSi 
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— another, boiled fle<sh, &c. But what can you do, say they ? 
Saith he, I will twice utter ray voice, and I will bring in eighty 
youths handsomely habited, theraselves raerry, and shall make 
you so. They say to him, Such we would have. He utters 
his voice the first time, and the young men put on their clean 
clothes*' (free from the rains, for they had carried them with 
them covered and safe in certain vessels for the same purpose). 
*^ Crying out the second time, in they all come : and a sign 
being given, that each man should lift up from the earth one 
woman (for so their magical power would perish), he said to 
her which had brought the morsels. Bring hither now the 
morseb; but she brought them not. Therefore, said he, 
Carry her away to the gallows. Bring wine, but she 
brought it not ; Carry her also away, saith he, to hanging. 
And so it was done with them all. Hence is the tradition, 
Simeon Ben Shetach hung eighty women in Ascalon. But 
they do not judge two persons in the same day : but this 
he did out of the necessity of the time.*' Where the Gloss 
thus ; " He was compelled to do this, because the women of 
Israel had very much broke out into witchcraft. Therefore, 
he made a hedge to the time, and hanged them, to expose 
the thing publicly. And this in one and the same day, that 
their kindred might no way conspire to deliver them.'* 

CHAP. XV. 

Jabneh, Jamnia. 

Thb word ' Jabneh' is passed into *• Jamnia' by the same 
change of O (Mem) and 1 (Beth,) as the lake * Samochonitis,' in 
the Jerusalem writers, is 13^D,— in the Babylonian, is 13ZID. 

Pliny doth dispose the towns here in this order; — " Azotus, 
the two Jamnes, Joppe.'' — R. Benjamin, in the order back- 
ward, thus, — " Joppah, Jabneh, Azotus.'' That is Jabneh 
with this author, that is Jamnia with the other. 

A remembrance of this place is in 2 Chron. xxvi. 6 : but 
the chief fame of it is for the Sanhedrim, that was placed 
there, both before the destruction of Jerusalem and after. 

Babban Gamahel"*, St. Paul's master, first presided there. 
Under ^ whom came forth that cursed form of prayer, which 

"» Juchas. fol. 21. 1. n Hieros. Taanith, fol. 65. 3. 

D 2 
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they called U^y^^ r\TSl " The prayer against heretics,"' 
composed by Samuel the Little, who died before the destruc- 
tion of the city". Gamaliel died eighteen years before the 
Temple was destroyed; and his son Rabban Simeon suc- 
ceeded him o, who perished with the city. 

Jerusalem being destroyed, Rabban JochananP Ben Zaccai 
obtained of Titus the conqueror, that he might still receive 
and retain the Sanhedrim of Jabneh : which being granted 
by him, Jochanan himself was first president there ; and after 
him, Rabban Gamaliel the second : and after him, R. Akibah. 
And this place was famous above all the other universities, 
except only the latest of all, — viz. Tiberias : so that £113 
nSl"*! *' The vineyard of Jabneh"' became a proverb. Vrw 
£nDD n^ym trrm^ Dentin"' " Forq there they sat in order, 
as a vineyard." And it is reported ^ " that there were there 
three hundred classes of scholars, — or, at least, eighty.'^ 
How long time Rabban Jochanan sat here, is doubted. 

There 8 are some*, who attribute to him two years only; 
and others» five: with whom we consent. This Rabban 
Jochanan I very much suspect to be the same with that 
John, mentioned Acts iv. 6. Omitting those things, which 
were done by him, while he remained at Jabneh, — let me 
produce his dying words, as they are recited by his friends : 
" When ^ Rabban Jochanan Ben Zaccai now lay languishing, 
his scholars came to visit him : whom he seeing began to 
weep. To whom they said, ' thou light of Israel, thou 
right-hand pillar, thou strong hammer, whence are those 
tears r To whom he replied, * If men were about to carry me 
before a king of flesh and blood, who to-day is here, and to- 
morrow is in his grave, — if ho were angry with me, his anger 
is not everlasting ; if he should cast me into bonds, his bonds 
are not eternal ; if he should kill me, his killing would not be 
eternal: and I might perhaps pacify him with words, or 
soften him with a gift. But they are ready to lead me before 
the King of kings, the Lord, holy and blessed, who lives and 

n [See Buxtorf Lex. Talm., r Hieros. Taanith, fol. 67. 4. 

under ipi^. col. 2441 and |^p. eol. « English folio edition, vol. ii. 

1 201.] ^ Pi6. 

" Juchas. fol. 57. I. * See Juchasm, fol. 20, 21. 

P Avoth R. Nathan, cap. 4. " Tsemach David. 

q Jevamoth, cap. 8. and R. Sol. ^ Bab. Beracoth, fol. 28. 2. 
ibid. 
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lasts for ever, and for ever and ever ; who if he be angry 
with me, his anger is eternal ; if he bind me, his bond is 
eternal ; if he kill me, his killing is eternal ; and whom I 
cannot either appease with words, or soften with a gift. And 
moreover, there are two ways before me, one to paradise, 
another to hell; and I know not which way they will lead mo. 
Should I not therefore weep?'**' Ah! the miserable and 
fainting confidence of a Pharisee in death ! 

^Babban Gamaliel of Jabneh, a busy and severe man, suc- 
ceeded Jochanan. Beingx to be slain with his father, Bab- 
ban Simeon, — by the intercession of Babban Jochanan he 
was delivered. Beings also sought for to be slain, when 
Turnus Bufus (in Josephus», Tep^i/rtos 'PoO</)oy, Terentius 
Bufus) ploughed up the floor of the Temple, he was delivered 
by a way scarcely credible. Sitting ^ in Jabneh he removed 
B. Akibah, head at that time of the school of Lydda, from 
his headship; and^ he at last was removed from his, and 
over him was placed B. Eleazar Ben Azarias. B. Akibah 
succeeded him, and sat forty years, and died a fool, being 
deceived^ by Ben Cozba, and slain with him : and the univer- 
sity was removed from Jabneh to Usha. 

" Jabneh stands two parsae" (that is, eight miles) " from 
Azotus: and was at last called ^"'Tl^t^ ImlynP They are 
the words of Benjamin, in his Itinerary, [p. 51.] 

CHAP. XVI. 
Lydda, ^"h 

At;dda icca/m?;, TroAccas to [iAytQo^ ovk iTrobiova-a' " Lydda ® was 
a village^ not yielding to a city in greatness." 

Concerning its situation, and distance from Jerusalem, the 
Misna hath these words : " "'yi'^ tr\2 ^ The vineyard of four 
years'" (that is, the fruit of a vineyard now of four years' 
growth ; for, for the first three years, they were trees, as it 
were, not circumcised) "was brought to Jerusalem, in the 
space of a day's journey on every side. Now these were the 
bounds of it; QTrm p nS"»« Elath on the south; rCnpV 

y Juchas. f. 53. 3. ** Leu8den*s edition, vol. ii. p. 183. 

« Bab. Taanitn, fol. 2j. i. « Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 5. 

* Joseph, de Bell. [vii. 2. a.] [xx. 6. 27\ 

^ Rosh Hashanah, c. i. hal. 7. ^ Maasar Shcni, cap. 5. hal. 2. 
^ Hieros. Taanith, fol. 67. 4. 
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pDSn ip Acrabatta on the north ; n^iycn p "rh Lydda 
on the west ; and Jordan on the eaat." The Gloss ; " The 
wise men appointed, that the second tenth of the fruits, 
growing within the space of a day''s journey from Jerusalem, 
should be carried thither to be eaten, and should not be 
redeemed : "lioyv ^ID &c. That the streets of Jerusalem 
might be crowned with fruits."" 

When you consider this distance, you may well wonder 
what that means, which is almost become a proverb, " The s 
w.)men of Lydda knead their dough, go up to the Temple, 
pray, and come back, before it be leavened." Not that the 
distance of the places is made less ; but that hence may be 
shewn, that no disadvantage accrued to these women, who 
paid their vows and performed their religion. 

I very much wonder, that the authors of the maps have 
held Lod and Lydda for two towns ; Lod not far from Jordan 
and Jericho ; Lydda not far from the Mediterranean sea. A 
Jew, or one versed in Jewish affairs, will laugh at these 
things; when Lod and Lydda have no difference at all 
between them, — unless that that is Hebrew, — this, Greek. 

When the Sanhedrim sat in Jabneh, there flourished emi- 
nent schools in Lydda. Yea, Lydda had her schools and 
her learned men, when the university was gone away into 
Galilee, and Jabneh lamented her loss of scholars. 

There R. Akibah bore the headship of the school, removed, 
fts 1 said before, from his government by Babban Gamaliel, 
" because^ he detained at Lydda more than forty pair of > 
men travelling*' (towards Jabneh) " to give their testimony to 
the Sanhedrim concerning the new moon ; and suffered them 
not to go forwards." 

Gamaliel being dead, or rather removed, — when R. Akibah 
was head in Jabneh, R. Tarphon was rector of the school 
of Lydda, whom you have sometimes disputing with R. Aki- 
bah, but at last yielding to him with this commendation ; 
'^ He that separates himself from you, is as if he separated 
himself from his own life.'' 

We read ^ of five elders teaching and erring before Tar- 

» Gemar. Hieroa. in Maasar * English folio edition, vol. ii. 
Sheni, in the place above. p. 17. 

*• Rosh Ha^hanah, cap. i. hal. 7. •* Hicros. Jom Tobh, fol. 62. i. 
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phon at Lydda. We read ' also of a fast enjoined at Lydda 
for the obtaining of rain, and Tarphon the moderator of the 
solemnity. The stories of this place are infinite; we will 
gather a few. 

Helena ^ the queen celebrated the feast of tabernacles at 
Lydda. 

B. Eliezar" and B. Joshua were sometime present in the 
same place at the feast of dedication : but being not enough 
satisfied concerning the fast at that time enjoined^ one went 
to the bath, — the other, to the barber's shop. 

Here^ it was, that Ben Satdah was surprised and taken^ 
and brought before the Sanhedrim, and stoned. 

There is also very frequent mention of Papus and Lulienus, 
brethren, slain at Lydda by the Boman kingdom : ^' TheP day 
P'n'^lDis the day wherein Lulienusand Papuswere slain." p"''^*»!^ 
with the Jerusalem writers is D'^3^^*1'11D with the Babylonian : 
who relate, that these brethren were slain W^pn7l, "inq Lao- 
dicea/'as one would guess. But p|Tn7, saith the Gloss, " is 
Lydda: for^ n^7 "^a*^*)!!» the slain of Lydda are every where 
mentioned. — And these (saith the Gloss) were put to death 
for the king's daughter, who was found slain ; and there was 
a rumour the Jews had killed her. When, therefore, a sharp 
decree was decreed against the Jews, these two stood forth, 
and delivered Israel. For they said, We slew her ; therefore, 
the king put them only to death.'' 

Since s it was not lawful to intercalate the year any where 
but in Judea, " a^ great many went to Lydda out of the school 
of the Babbi" (Judah Haccodesh, viz. out of Ghdilee), " that 
they might intercalate : but a certain evil eye met them, and 
they all died together. After that, they removed the inter- 
calation of the year out of Judea into Galilee." And a little 
after : " B. Jeremiah asked before B. 2^ira, Is not Lydda a 
part of Judea ? Yes, saith he. Wherefore, then, do they not 
transact the intercalation of the year there ! — Because they 
are obstinate, and unskilful in the law." 

> Taanith, cap. iii. hal. 14. <i Bab. Taanith, fol. 18. 2. 

» Hieros. Succah, fol. 51. 4. ' See Bab. in Bathra, fol. 10. 2. 

n Id. Nedarim, fol. 40. 4. • Maim, in Kiddush. Hodesh, 

o Id. Sanhedr. fol. 52. 4. cap. ii. 

P Hieroe. Taanith, fol. 66, i. et « Hieroa. Sanhedr. fol. 18. 3. 
Megil. fol. 70. 3. 
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^' Lydda is a part of Judea." Let some maps mark this, 
which have placed a certain Lod, which never was any where, 
not far from Jericho, as ^ was said before ; because Lod, in 
the land of Benjamin, is brought in, Neh. xi. 35 : but they 
set Lydda far beyond the bounds of Judea in the land of 
Ephraim. 

" Koshab Bar Ulla^ sometime got away to Lydda to Babbi 
Josua Ben Levi, dwelling there, when he fled from the Ro- 
mans. The Romans pursued him, and besieged the city. 
Unless you deliver him to us, say they, we will destroy the 
city. R. Josua Ben Levi persuaded him, and he was de- 
livered to the Romans.*" 

I might produce numberless things celebrating the name 
of Lydda ; such as, "rhl Xr\^ n^n IT^^hv, " They chamber of 
Beth-Arum in Lydda." nrh:i nn*? IT^l JV'hv " The* cham- 
ber of Beth-lebaza in Lydda." Tl*?! «m3 n^"! XV^hv " The* 
chamber of Beth-Nethaza in Lydda." — We suppose these 
were schools. 

I might mention very many names of Rabbins residing at 
Lydda, besides those whom I have remembered before : such 
are, R. Ghama Bar Chanina^, and R. Hoshaia with him. 
R. Illai S and R. Eliezer ; and others, who are vulgarly called 
the Southern, in the sense we produced before. Concerning 
R. Josua Ben Levi, by name^ the author of Juchasin hath 
these words, "»' t^ D'l")12 "inn'^lZr " His d habitation, or college, 
was in the south of the land of Israel." He means Lydda. 

R. Eliezer, dying at Osesarea, desired to be buried at 
Lydda, whom R. Akibah bewailed as well with blood as 
tears. '^ For ^ when he met his hearse betwixt Gsesarea and 
Lydda, he beat himself in th^t manner, that blood flowed 
down upon the earth. Lamenting, thus he spoke, — O my 
father, my father, the chariot and horsemen of Israel. I 
have much money, but I want a moneyer, to change it." The 
Gloss is this, '* I have very many questions ; but now there 
is no man, to whom I may propound them." 

There is a place between Janmia and Lydda, which was 

^ Leusden* 8 edition, vol Ai. p. 183. ^ Hieros. Shekalim, fol. 49. a. 

^ Id. Trumoth, fol. 46. 2. ^ i^^ Succah, fol. 53. i. 

y Id. Shekal. fol. 30. 2. ^ Juchas. fol. 92. i. 

^ Id. Sheviith, fol. 35. i. ^ Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 68. i. 
a Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 74. i. 
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called ^''S^'^pl Bekiin ; of which there is this mention : " R. 
Jochanan Ben Brucha, and B. Eliezer the blind, travelling 
from Jabneh to Lydda«, met B. Josua I'^J^^pH in Bekiin/' &c. 
From Jamnia to Joppe (according to Benjamin^ in his 
Itinerary [p. 51]) are H'lt^D'^D 3 three leagues, or parsse: 
'Eyyvs h\ ^v At/dd?; r^ 'Umqiy " Now Lydda was mgh to Joppa/' 

Acte ix. 38. 

CHAP. XVIl.f 

Sharon. Caphar Lodim. U^TO "^DD' The Village of those 
of Lydda. 

Between Lydda and the sea^ a spacious valley runs out, 
here and there widely spreading itself, and sprinkled with 
villages. The holy page of the New Testament [Acts ix. 35.] 
calU it SaroD, rhv ^ipiava : and that of the Old ciJls the whole^ 
perhaps, or some part of it, ' the plain of Ono/ Neh. vi. 2, xi. 35, 
1 Chron. viii. 12. 

The word rt'^tt) denotes a champaign pasture cotmtry^ from 
rntt) ^0 send forth, sending forth cattle « ; one beyond Jordan, 
1 Chron. v. 16 ; and this our Sharon. 

The wine of Sharon is of great fame, with^ which they 
mixed two parts water: and remarkable is that they say 
concerning the houses of Sharon. B. Lazar saith^ *' He 
that builds a brick house in Sharon, let him not return 
back :" which was allowed to others, Deut. xx. 5, — namely, 
that they should return back from the war, if they had built 
a new house, and it were not yet dedicated. " But ^ the men 
of Sharon withdrew not themselves back" (they are the words 
of the Jerusalem Gamara), ^' because they repaired their 
houses within seven years : and the chief priest also prayed 
for them on the day of expiation, that their house might not 
become their graves." The Gloss upon the Babylonian Tal- 
mud thus ; ^^ Sharon was the name of a place, whose ground 
was not fit for bricks : and therefore, they often repaired 
their houses within seven years." 

Among the villages, scattered up and down in this pleasant 
vale, we meet with Caphar Lodim, between Lydda and the 
sea. There is mention of it in the book Gittin, in the very 

« Hieros. Chagiffah, fol. 75. 4. from "^^;.] 
^English folio edition, vol.ii. p.i8. h Bab! Shab. fol. 77. i . 
? [Ge«eniu8 and Furst consider i Sotob, cap. viii. hal. 7. 
*^^^ another form of \S'\f\ a plain, k Hieros. ibid. fol. 2^, i . 
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beginning : "He * that brings a bill of divorce from a heathen 
country is bound to witness thus, — This bill was written I 

being present, and was sealed I being present. R. Eleazar 

saith^ Yea, he that brings it from Caphar Lodim to Lydda C" 
B. Nissim, explaining the place, saith thus ; " Caphar Lodint 
was without the land of Israel, neighbour to Lydda, which 
was within [the land]y and partook of its name, because some 
people of Lydda were always present there."^ 

CHAP, xvni.m 

Caphar Tebi. '^niD ^Q^. 

And this village neighboured upon Lydda, situate on the 
east of it. ** R. Eleazar " had a vineyard of four years' 
growth ; "^ntD "IDD 1^ l^h mt»n on the east of Lydda, 
near Caphar Tebi." Of it there is this mention also : — 

" They ^ sometime brought a chest full of bones from 
Caphar Tebi, and they placed it openly in the entrance to 
Lydda. Tudrus the physician and the rest of the physicians 
go forth'' — (namely, that they might judge, whether they 
were the bones of men or no; and thereby, whether they 
were to be esteemed clean or unclean). " Tudrus said, Here 
is neither the backbone nor the skull of a man. They said, 
therefore. Since here are some, who reckon them clean, others 
that hold them unclean, let the matter be decided by votes. 
R. Akibah began, and he pronounced them clean, fcc."" 

The name "^llO Tebi, given to this viUage, seems to be de- 
rived from the kids [^IS, Heb.] skipping up and down in 
this fruitful vale. The word also gave name to men ; and that, 
as it seems, with some delight. The woman Tabitha [TafiiOh 
ff hi^pix-qvruoyAvri kiyerax AopKcis] is of eternal memory, Acts 
ix. [36]; and, in the pages of the Talmudists, '' TebiP the 
servant of Rabban Gamaliel ; and Tabitha^ his maid-servant. 
Yea, every maid-servant of his was called, WH"*!^ WDt^, 
Mother Tabitha, — and every man-servant, '^110 MIW Father 
Tebi.'' 

1 Gittin, cap. i. hal. i. o Hieros. Berac. fol. 3. i. 

n» LeusdeH*8 edition, vol.ii. p. 184. P Berac. cap. ii. hal. 7. 
n Bab. RohH Hash. fol. 13. 2. ^ Hieros. Nidda, fol. 49. 4. 
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CHAP. XlX.r 
The northern coast of Judea. Beth-horon. 

This coast is marked out Josh, xviii. 12 ; where, at ver. 14, 
are very many versions to be corrected, which render D"^ the 
sea; such are, the Syriac, the Seventy, the Vulgar, the 
Italian, ours, &o. : whence ariseth a sense of insuperable 
difficulty to a chorographical eye.: when it should, indeed, 
be rendered of the toest, as the Chaldee, Arabic, B. Solomon, 
&c. rightly do. 

We read of a double Beth-horon in the Old Testament, 
but one only under the second Temple. This in Josephus ■ 
is Bai^cDpci), and, according to him^ stood a hundred fur- 
longs, or thereabouts, from Jerusalem, — viz. twelve miles and 
a half. 

At that place that great Canaanitish army perished, Josh. 
X. not with hail (the Jews being judges), which presently 
melted, — but with stones, which hardened, and lasted unto 
all following ages. Hence is that, '' Whosoever ^ shall see 
the place, where the Israelites passed through the sea, where 
they passed through Jordan, where they passed by the rivers 
of Amon, or those great stones (ttTU^W "^ilM), in the going 
down of Beth-horon, — is bound to bless." 

They believe, in the same place, also, the army of Senna- 
cherib feU. For so the Gloss upon the words before spoken, 
" The "" going down of Beth-horon was the place where the 
army of Sennacherib fell.'^ 

This was a highway. Josephus, in the place above cited, 
relating a story of one Stephen, a servant of Caesar, who 
suffered hardly by robbers in this place, saith, that it was 
Kara ttiv BcuOoipia brifAocrCav 65oi;, '^ in the public way of Beth- 
horon ," — namely, in the king's highway, which goes from 
Jerusalem to Csesarea. 

Yet the passage and ascent here was very strait; which 
the Talmudists do thus describe : " If 7 two camels go up 
together in the ascent of Beth-horon, both fall." The Gloss, 

' English foUo edition, vol. ii. " Bab. Berac. fol. 54. i. 

p. 19. ^ GI088. ibid. fol. 2. 

» Joseph, de Bell. [ii. 12. 2.] t Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 32. 2. 
* Idem. Antiq. [xx. 5. 4.] 
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" The ascent of Beth-horon was a strait place ; nor was there 
room to bend to the right hand or to the left." 

The story of Cestius, the Roman captain, in Josephus, is 
sad, but not unseasonable in this place. He^ intrenched 
against Jerusalem, in a place called the Scope (i-nl tov koXov' 
fxivov 2ko^ov), on the north part of the city (which we shall 
show hereafter) : and being at length forced by the Jews to 
retreat, fxJyis ds TalSain KarriifTriaav ^l ri itportpov (nparoTt^- 
hovy " he came near to Gabaon, to his former camp." And 
being pressed farther by them, he betook himself to Beth- 
horon ; ripoTjyf vqv hvvayxv iiti BaMpa^^ " He led his forces 
to Beth-horon." 

" But the Jews, whilst he marched along places where 
there was room, did not much press him; ^vv€iX7j$ivT<»v bi 
ds Kara areva Karipaatv but they getting before the Romans 
who were shut up within the straits of the descent (of Beth- 
horon), stopped them from going out: others thrust them 
that came in the rear down into the valley. And the whole 
multitude being spread vir^p tov avy^va r^y ohov, at the 
opening of the way, covered the army with their darts," 

Behold I the way leading from Jerusalem to Beth-horon: — 

I. From the city to Scope (D'^D'12 of which we shall speak 
afterward), is seven furlongs. For so Josephus, ^Uyjei h\ 
kiTTa TTJs Tr6\€(as (rrabCovs, 

II. From Scopo to Gabao, or Geba, forty-three furlongs. 
For Gabao was distant from Jerusalem, the same Josephus 
relating it, fifty furlongs, — that is, six miles and more. 

III. From Geba to Beth-horon fifty furlongs, or there- 
abouts. And about Beth-horon was a very great roughness 
of hills, and a very narrow passage. 

CHAP. XX.» 

JSeth-eL Beth-aven. 

JosEPHiTB thus describes the land of Benjamin ; B^viaixlrai ^ 
bi ifiv Atto ""lopbivov TTOTafxov €Ka\ov axpt OaXiacrqs p-lif to fxrJKOS' 

^ Joseph, de Bello, lib. ii. cap. 19. p. 20. 
[Hudson, p. 1 102. lin. 21.] [li. 19. ^ Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [Hudson, 

* English folio edition, vol. ii. 
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rb bi 7rA(4ros, *l€po<roXi;/uio49 opiCofjiivriv^ Kal B^OrjXois' " The 
Benjamites' portion of land was from the river Jordan to the 
sea, in length : in breadth, it was bounded by Jerusalem and 
Beth-el." Let these last words be marked, ^' The breadth of 
the land of Benjamin was bounded by Jerusalem and 
Beth-el.**' May we not justly conclude, from these words, 
that Jerusalem and Beth-el were opposite, as it were, in a 
right line ? But if you look upon the maps, there are some 
that separate these by a Very large tract of land, and make 
them bend and slope from one another. 

Beth-el heretofore was Luz : of which the Rabbins upon 
Judg. i. 23, &o. do not a little trifle. Sometimes it is called 
Beth-aven. So the Talmudists ; "That^ town, which some- 
times was called Beth- el, afterward was called Beth-aven." 
And the Chaldee upon Hos. iv. 15 : Swn'^n*? ppDH l^h 
" Go not up to Beth-el;'' for the Hebrew, |"1« TV^ ^hvF\ h^ 
"Go not up to Beth-aven*' So abo chap. x. 5, 8. Not that 
there was not another town, named Beth-aven (see Josh, 
xviii. 12, 13): but that Beth-el too deservedly bore the re- 
proach of that name, in the same manner as Jerusalem bore 
the name of Sodom, Isa. i. 10. 

It is said of Deborah, that she lived " between Ramah 
and Beth-el in mount Ephraim," Judg. iv. 5 : where the 
Targum thus; "She had gardens in Bamatha, olive-trees 
making oil in the valley, a house of watering in Bethel.''^ 
Not that Beth-el properly was in the hill-country of Ephraim, 
since that town stood upon the very boundaries of Judea ; 
but that the dwelling of Deborah was at the beginning of 
that hill-country, a valley running between that hill-country 
and those boundaries. Beth-el itself was situate in a hilly 
country. Josh. xvi. i ; which yet one would scarcely call the 
hill-country of Ephraim (since there was a time, when Beth-el 
and her towns belonged to Judea, 2 Chron.xiii. 19: hence 
the idolatry of those of Judah is sometimes mixed with the 
Ephraimites', of which they hear often enough from the pro- 
phets) ; but it was a certain hilly place, running out between 
Judea and the land of Ephraim : see Josh, xviii. 12. 

On the east of Beth-el heretofore was Hai, Gen. xii. 8, 

^ Hieros. Shab. fol. 11. 4. et Avod. Zar. fol. 43. 3. 
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Josh. vni. 9, &c. But upon the very first entrance almost of 
Israel into the land of promise, it became thenceforth of no 
name, being reduced into eternal ashes by Joshua. The town 
Beth-aven was not far from it, Josh. vii. 2, which gave name 
to the wilderness adjacent, Josh, xviii. 1 2. In which we sup- 
pose Ephraim stood, 2 Chron. xiii. 19. Which Ephraim, in 
the New Testameut, is called \(ipa iyyvs Trjs iprjfwv, ^' the 
region near the wilderness," John xi. 54 ; concerning which 
we shall speak afterward. 

CHAP. XXI. 
Jerusalem, 

The first name of this city was Shalem, Gen. xiv. 18, 
Psalm Ixxvi. 2, and it is still retained in the writing D7tl?1"^'^, 
however it is read Jermhalaim. 

" The<^ name of that place is Jehovah-jireh. Abraham 
called the place Jireh ; Shem called it Shalem. Saith God, 
If I shall call it Jireh, it will displease Shem the Just ; if I 
shall call it Shalem, it will displease Abraham the Just. I 
will therefore put that name upon it which was put upon it 
by both, D^ttTl"^'^ D7t!? nW)"^ Jireh, Shalemy — Jerusalem*' — 
** We« do not, therefore, put in Jod between the letters 
Lamed and Mem in the word Jerusalem, that the word U70 
Slialem may be retained.'*' 

By the computation of Aben Ezra, it is situate in the 
three-and-thirtieth degree of latitude. For so he speaks, 
Dn!tt2 nm-l &c. " Thef latitude of Egypt is less than 
thirty degrees. U^'m'S^ imm &c. And the latitude of 
Jerusalem is three-and-thirty degrees.'' 

Jerusalem? was not divided among the tribes ^: for the 
tradition is. That houses are not hired out at Jerusalem, 
because they were no man's own. R. Eleazar Bar Zadok 
said, Nor beds also. Therefore, the master of the family 
received the skins of the sacrifices from the guests. Abai 
saith. You may learn this from hence. That it is a custom, 
that a man leave his earthen jug. and also the skin of his 

d Beresh. Rabba, sect. ix. See s English foUo edition, vol. ii. 

Anicb in D7a?1*i> p. ai. 
•Glo88.inBab.Taaiiith,fol. 16. 1. *» Bab. Joma, fol. 12. i. et Me- 

' Ab. Ezra in Num. xiii. gillab, fol. 26. i. 
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saorificeB, to his host." The Gloss : ^' The inhabitants of 
Jerusalem did not let out their houses at a price to those that 
came to the feasts, but granted them to them gratis.**^ Com- 
pare Matt. XX vi. 1 7. 

Nevertheless, the city was divided between the tribe of 
Judah and Benjamin, and the distinguishing line went 
through the very court of the Temple : " What» was in the 
lot of Judah ? The mountain of the Temple^ the Chambers of 
them that kept it, the Courts. And what in the lot of Ben- 
jamin i The Porch of the Temple, and the Temple, and the 
Holy of Holies. And a line went out of the lot of Judah, 
and passed on into the lot of Benjamin, and in it was the 
altar built." The Gloss ; *' The whole breadth of the outmost 
Court, on the east part, the whole Court of the Women, the 
whole Court of Israel, eleven cubits of the Court of the 
Priests^' (these were within the lot of Judah). ** From 
thence the altar, and thenceforward to the west, is within the 
lot of Benjamin." 

In so exact distinction were these lots observed, that ^ the 
south-east corner of the altar had no foundation ; because 
that small part was^ in the portion of Judah, when the whole 
altar ought to have been within the portion of Benjamin. 

" Jerusalem ^ was holy above other cities, girt with walls, 
because in it they ate the lighter holy things, and the second 
tithe. These also are those things which are spoken of 
Jerusalem. They do not permit a dead body to remain a 
night in it: they do not carry the bones of a dead body 
through it : they do not let out houses in it : in it they do 
not let out a place to a proselyte inhabitant {"DUD^D "^^) : in it 
they do not allow a sepulchre, except the sepulchres of the 
house of David, and the sepulchre of Huldah the prophetess ; 
which were there from the days of the former prophets : nor 
in it do they suffer a dunghill by reason of creeping things ; 
nor do they bring out of it into the streets scaffolds set up 
against the walls by reason of defilement : nor in it do they 
make chimneys, by reason of the smoke : nor do they nourish 
cocks in it for the sake of the holy things : nor do the priests 

' Bab. in the place above. ' Leusden*» edition, vol. ii. p. 186. 

^ Ibid. fol. 15. a. in Gloss. "> Maimon. in Beth Habbech. c. 7. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4<8 Chorographical century, 

nourish cocks throughout the whole laud of Israel, for the 
sake of purity : nor is there in it a house for shutting out 
suspected of the leprosy : nor is it poUuted with leprosy : nor 
is it become any way a city to be cursed for idolatry,^ &c. 

" Never "^ did serpent or scorpion harm any one wiUiin 
Jerusalem. Nor did ever any one say to his neighbour, 
' The place wherein I am entertained at Jerusalem is too 
strait for me.'^' 

'^ There ^ is no anathema at Jerusalem, nor hath any man 
stumbled. Nor hath a fire or a ruin happened there : nor 
hath any one said to his neighbour, * I found not a hearth to 
roast my passover,** or ' I found not a bed to lie on.^ In it 
they do not plant trees, except gardens of roses, which were 
there from the days of the former prophets : they do not 
nourish in it peacocks, or cocks, much less hogs," &c. 

The fathers of the traditions P give this reason, why they 
do not allow gardens in the city : ^^ They make no gardens 
or paradises in Jerusalem, t^PH'^D Dlt?D because of the 
stink."' The Gloss, ''^ Because of the stink from weeds, which 
are thrown out ; and it is a custom to dung gardens, and 
from thence comes a stink.^' 

The same Oloss, in the same place, gives this reason also, 
why they might not keep cocks: "It is also forbidden the 
Israelites to keep cocks in Jerusalem" (the priests may no 
where do it), " because of the holy things. For there they 
have eaten the flesh of the peace-offerings, and thank-offer- 
ings. And it is customary for dunghill cocks to scrape dung- 
hills, and thence perhaps they might rake up the bones of 
creeping things ; whence those holy things, which are to be 
eaten, might be polluted."" 

Gardens without the city were very frequent, and they 
stretching out a good way from the very walls of the city. 
Hence that in Josephus % concerning the hazard Titus ran, 
whilst he rode about the city to spy it. Ty 6e, Trprforo) y.\v 
Jiv xoip^lv ibvvaTov, iKT€Ti(f>pevTo yhp iirb rod t€C\ovs irepl ras 
KtpreCas iiravra, Ki/jirois r€ iittKapalots koI ttoWoIs lpK€(n hfOiTjp.- 
p.iva' " It was impossible for him to go forward ; for all 

n. Avoth, cap. T. hal. j. Q De Bello, lib. v. cap. 7. [Hud- 

o Avoth, R. Nathan, fol. 9. i. son, p. 1215. 1. 45.] fv. 2. 2.] 

p Bava Kama» cap. 7. hal. ult. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Jermalem. 49 

things from the walls were fenced up with deep ditches for 
the gardening, and gardens lay cross, and many walls, that 
parted them.*' 

The Tabnudists' relate also these wonders of the Tem- 
ple : " Ten miracles were done for our fathers in the sanc- 
tuary. No woman ever miscarried by the smell of the holy 
flesh; nor did the holy flesh ever stink, or breed worms; 
nor was there ever seen fly in the house [or place] for slaugh- 
ter ; nor did ever the gonorrhoea happen to the high-priest 
on the day of expiation ; nor rains put out the fire of the 
altar; nor the wind prevail over the pillar of smoke; nor 
was any profane thing found in the sheaf of first-fruits, or 
the two loaves {of the high-priest), or in the show-bread. 
C^mVl D'^'innttTD*^ U^Usm D'^'TO^V They stood {in the Court) 
crowded^' (the Gloss explains it thus, "They did so press 
one another by reason of the multitude, that their feet scarcely 
touched the ground'*'); "but when they worshipped, they had 
room enough," &c. 

rrhcn^* rh'O ohvrrW "All* Jerusalem was Carmelith, 
because it was like a common court.*^ What CarineUth is, 
the Lexicons will teach us, and the Gemarists in the tract 
Shabbath^; " There are four capacities of the sabbath '^ (or 
respects of places^ as to walking on the sabbath), " public, 
private, Carmelith, and covered lobbies. B. Ghaijah saith^ 
Carmelith is a place, neither public nor private. R. Jissa, in 
the name of R. Jochanan, saith, Carmelith is as the shop of 
Bar. Justini,'' &c. 

**3n"lp and "'DbWl'^ are words opposed, as a ' countryman' 
and a ' citizen.'— " R. Ismael saith ^ 7VW *?npU? "^annpTT 
"•D^OII^ A countryman, or a villager, who takes a field 
from a man of Jerusalem, the second tenth belongs to the 
Jerusalem man. But the wise men say, The countryman 
may go up to Jerusalem, and eat it there." The Gloss, '^3n*9 
&c. " A Kartani is one of those that dwell in villages/' 

«■ Avoth, in the place above. * Hieros. Shab. fol. 2. 4. 

• English folio edit. vol. ii. p. 22. « Demai, cap. vi. hal. a. 

* GI088. in firubhin, f. loi. i. 
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CHAP. XXll. 

The parts of the City. Sum. "'Ai;» irrfXiy, the Upper Oiiy: 
which was on the north part. 

There is one who asserts Jerusalem to stand on seven 
hills ; but whether upon a reason more light, or more obscure, 
is not easy to say. '< The whale showed Jonah (saith her) 
the Temple of the Lord, as it is said, ' I went down to the 
bottom of the mountains :' whence we learn that Jerusalem 
was seated upon seven mountains." One may sooner almost 
prove the thing itself, than approve of his argument. Let 
him enjoy his argument to himself; we must fetch the situa- 
tion elsewhere. 

IToAiy* ykv virip Wo k6(f)<ap &vnirp6a'a>'no9 Iktioto. " The city 
itself^ (saith Josephus) was built upon two hills, divided with 
a valley between, whereby, in an opposite aspect, it viewed 
itself; in which valley the buildings, meeting, ended." 

T&v bi X6<t>a>v^ 6 ixiv Tijv ivta 'Jt6Kiv ixoav, &c. " Of these 
hills, that, which contained the Upper City was by far the 
higher, and more stretched out in length : and because it 
was very well fortified, it was called by king David The 
Castle : ff hi iv(a iyoph irpif? fffiMv, but by us it is called ' the 
Upper Town.'" 

*'AT€pos bi, 6 KaXoiiuvo^^^AKpa^ kcX ttiv Kir» v6\i,v v^caTtl»^, 
&c. ^^ But the other, which was called Acra, bearing on it 
the lower town, was steep on both sides.'"^ 

" Against this was a third hill [Moriah], lower than Acra, 
and disjoined from it by a broad valley. But when the As- 
moneans reigned, they filled up the valley, desiring that the 
Temple might touch the city ; and they took the top of Acra 
lower, that the Temple might overlook it.'' 

Bezetha and Ophel were other little hills also : of which 
in their place, when we shall first have taken a view of these 
two, Sion and Acra, and the situation of each. 

It is an old dispute, and lasts to this day, whether Sion or 
Jerusalem lay on the north part of the city. We place Sion 
on the north, convinced by these reasons : — 

I. Psal. xlviii. 2 : ]iD2 "^rOy^ p'^2 in " The joy of the 

y Tanch. fol. 53. 3. [Hudson, p. 1221, 1. 36.] 

z Joseph, de Beflo, [v. 4. i.] ^ Leusaen'8€diti<m,vo[A\, p. iS'j. 
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whole earth is mount Sion, on the north side.*" Where Aben 
Ezra hath this note ; oStZm'^ \\SS1 ]V^ " Mount Sion is on 
the north side of Jerusalem :" and Lyranus, " Mount Sion is 
in the north part of Jerusalem/' The Seventy, "Oprj StcSv tcIi 
itkevpiL rod Poppa' ^^ The mountains of Sion on the sides of the 
north." 

Ofiptd rot 2ugpos dirh irXfvpirjt ^p€6o. 
Sion's fm hills stand on cold Boreas' coast. 

ApoUinar. [Metaphr. Ps.] 

II. When the prophet Ezekiel takes a prospect of the new 
Jerusalem in a vision, — he saith, that he stood upon '' a very 
high mountain, near which was, as it were, the building of 
a city on the south," Ezek« xl. a. On which place Kimchi 
thus ; " He placed me upon a very lofty mountain. That 
mountain was the Mount of the Temple : for the Temple was 
to be built in a mountain, as before. And the city Jerusalem 
is near it on the south.*" And Lyranus again, after the re- 
citing the explication of some upon that verse, and his re- 
jecting it ; '' And therefore (saith he) the Hebrews say, and 
better, as it seems, that the prophet saw two things, — namely, 
the city and the Temple, — and that the Temple was in the 
north part, — but the city in the south part." 

Behold! reader, Zion on the north part in the Psalmist, 
and the city on the south part in the prophet / 

The<^ things which make for this in Josephus are various, 
and plain enough ; which nevertheless we cannot frame into 
arguments, before the buildings of better note in Sion, or in 
the Upper City, be viewed :— of which the reader must be 
mindful ; namely, that the name of Sion, after the return out 
of Babylon, was grown into disuse, — but the more vulgar 
was, T^s iiPiA iyopas, the Upper 7W». 

CHAP. XXIII. 

The buildings of mare eminent note in Stan. 

We shall first take knowledge of the buildings themselves, 
— and then, as much as we may, of their situation. 

I. The ' king's court' claims the first place in our view. 
Concerning which are those words<l, '^Eirctra vphs riiv iv(e 

^ English foUo edit, vol. ii. p. 23. 

^ Joseph, de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 39. [Hudson, p. 1102. 1.33.] [ii. 19.4*] 
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TtoXiv ikdo^v, ivTiKfw TTJs Pa<TikiKj]9 obKrjs icrrpaTOTr€iei€To' 
" Cestius" (having wasted the other places of the city) " came 
at length into the Upper City [Stan], and encamped against 
the king's court." 

When the Romans had fired Acra^ and levelled it with 
the ground ®, ol oroa-MioTal M rifv fiaaikiKiiv opfiijo-oin-c; avXiiv, 
" the seditious rushing into the court» into which^ by reason 
of the strength of the place, they had conveyed their goods, 
call away the Romans thither.'*' And afterward^ : Kalarap b\ 
m iy.'ffyavov, &c. " But, when it was in vain to assault the 
Upper City without ramparts, as being every where of steep 
access, Caesar applies his army to the work," &c. 

II. The House of the Asmoneans, and the Xystus, or 
open gaUery, King Agrippa? calls the people of Jerusalem 
together into the Xystus, and sets his sister Berenice in their 
view, iTsX r^9 'A<Tafi<ovaC<av ohiasy &c., '^ upon the House of 
the Asmoneans, which was above the Xystus, in the farther 
part of the Upper City." 

III. There was a bridge, leading from the Xystus unto 
the Temple, and joining the Temple to Sion. Tiifnfpa^ ry 
Ev<rr<p rb ^Upbv avvrjirrev " A bridge joined the Temple to 
the Xystus." When» Pompey assaulted the city, the Jews 
took the Temple, koL ttiv TtCvovaav M avrov yiifwpav tU 'r^v 
ir6\iv iKoyjrop' ^'and broke down the bridge that led thence 
into the city. But others received the army, and delivered 
the city and the king's court to Pompey." 

And^ Titus, when he besieged the seditious in the court 
in the Upper City, raises the engines of four legions, icara rb 
vpos bi<Ti,v Kklixa r^9 irJXca);, ivriKphs ttjs BaaiXuajs avKrj^, &c., 
*^ on the west side of the city, against the king's court. But 
the associated multitude, and the rest of the people, were 
before the Xystus and the bridge.'*' 

You see, these places were in the Upper City : and you 
learn from Josephus, that the Upper City was the same with 
the Castle of David, or Sion. But now, that these places 

Ibid. lib. vi. cap. 37. [Hudson, ^ Idem ibid. 

p. 1386. 1.35.] [vi. 7. I.] * Idem Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 8. 

' Ibid. cap. 40. [vi. 8. i.] [Hudson, 613. 1. 31.] [xiv. 4. 2.] 

ff [Hudson, p. 1084. 1. 34.] [ii. ^ Idem de Bello, lib. vi. cap. 40. 

16.3.] [vi.8. 1.] 
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were on the north side of the city, learn of the some author 
from these passages that follow : — 

He saith plainly, that the towers^ built by Herod, — the 
Psephin tower, the Hippie tower, &c. — were on the north. 
" Titus (saith he "™) intrenched two furlongs from the city on 
the angular part of the wall near the Psephin tower, where 
the circuit of the wall bends from the north towards the 
west.^ And in the chapter next after ; " The Psephin tower 
lifted up itself at the comer of the north, and so westward." 
And in the same chapter, describing the compass of the out- 
most wall, ^Apx.6fi€vov ii (saith he^^) icarct pofipav iitb tov 
^l-mnKov, Sec,, " It began on the north at the Hippie tower, 
and went on to the Xystus." — And when he had described 
those towers, he adds these words, Keifjiivois bi irpbs ipicrovy 
&c., " To those towers, situate on the north, was joined, on 
the inside, the Court." What can be clearer? The court 
was in the Upper City, or Sion ; but the court was joined to 
the outmost northern wall : therefore, Sion was on the north. 

Add to these, those things that follow in the story of 
Pompey, produced before. When the court was surrendered 
into Pompey's hands, Uofxiniios bi i<r<a6€v (TTparoisihei^rai Karh 
rh p6p€iov TOV *Upov ixipos, ^' he encamped on the north part 
of the Temple.'^ And of Cestius^, Upbs rifv ivo» tiSKlv i\6uiv, 
ivTiKpif TTJs Paaikiiajs avX% iarpaToiTcieiiero' "Being come to 
the Upper City, he pitched against the king's court." And 
a little afterP, Kara rb irpoiripKnov iirixeipei icXf/xa r^ 'l^p$* 
'' He attempted the Temple on the north side.*" 

We shall not urge more at this time. There will occur 
here and there to us, as we proceed, such things as may 
defend this our opinion: against which what things are 
objected, we know well enough ; which we leave to the reader 
to consider impartially. But these two we cannot pass over in 
silence, which seem, with an open face, to make against us: — 

I. It may be objected, and that not without cause, that 
Sion was in the tribe of Judah, but Jerusalem in the tribe of 
Benjamin. But now, when the land of Judah was on the^ 



* Leusden's ediiion, voL ii. p. 188. ^ Ibid. lib. ii. cap. 39. [i 
« De Bello, lib. ▼. cap. 12. [v. p fid. de BcU. ii. 19. 5. J 
4« 3O *» English folio edition. 



XHudson, p. 1222. L 17.] [v. p. 24 
4.2.J 
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south part of Jerusalein, and mount Sion is to be reckoned 
within the lot of Judah, — how could this be, when Jeru- 
salem^ which was of the lot of Benjamin, lay between Judea 
and Sion ! 

I answer, 1. No necessity compels us to circumscribe Sion 
precisely within the portion of Judah ; when David conquered 
it, not as he was sprung of Judah, but as he was the king of 
the whole nation. 

S. But let it be allowed, that Sion is to be ascribed to 
Judah, — that dividing line, between the portion of Judah 
and Benjamin, concerning which we made mention before, 
went not from the east to the west ; for so, indeed, it had 
separated all Jerusalem from all Sion : but it went from south 
to north, and so it cut Jerusalem in two, and Sion in two : 
so that both were in both tribes, — ^and so also was mount 
Moriah. 

II. It is objected, that, at this day, a hill and ruins are 
shown to travellers under the name of Sion, and the tower of 
David, on the south part of the city. 

I answer. But let us have leave not to esteem all things 
for oracles, which they say, who now show those places; 
since it is plain enough that they mistake in many other 
things : and let it be without all controversy, that they study 
not so much truth in that affair, as their own gain. I wish 
less credit had been given to them, and more search had been 
made out of Scripture, and other writers, concerning the 
situation of the places. 

CHAP. XXIV. 
Some buildings in Acra. Bezetha. MiUo. 

Mount Sion did not thrust itself so far eastward as mount 
Acra : and hence it is, that mount Moriah is said, by Jose- 
phus, to be *' situate over-against Acra,"^ rather than over- 
against the Upper City : for, describing Acra thus, which we 
produced before, "Arcpos*^ hi \\6^s] 6 KoXo^/uKros "Arpa, &o., 
*' There is another hill, called Acra, which bears the Lower 
City upon it, steep on both sides :" in the next words he sub- 
joins this, TovTov ik ivTucph rpCros Ijv \6<l>09, " Over-against this 
was a third hill," speaking of Moriah. 

' Joseph, de Bello, lib. v. c. 13. [Hudson, p. 1321. 1. 43.] [v. 4. i.] 
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The fiame author thus describes the burning of the Lower 
City : Trf tc' ipx^wv, koI rifv "Aicpor, koI rb Povkarrqpiov, koL 
riiv ^0(f>Xav iS^^oi'' Koi irpovKo^e rh irvp yAyjii t^s ^EXivris 
PatriXfimv, & 8^ tcarh fiitrjiv tt>i; "AKpav fjv' " Then they fired 
the] Archivum and Aora, and the council-house, and Ophla : 
and the fire destroyed unto the palaces of Helen, which were 
in the middle of Acra.^ 

I. 'Apx^iovy the Archivum. Whether he means the ma- 
gi$(traies* court, or the repository of the ancient records, 
according to the different signification of the word^ we do 
not determine. There were certainly sacred records in the 
Temple, and civil records no doubt in the city, where writ- 
ings and memorials of sales, contracts, donations, and public 
acts, &c. were laid up. I should more readily understand 
this of their repository^ than of the nMgistrates' courts 
because, presently after^ the council-house is distinctly 
named. 

II. Acra : that is, either the buildings, which were upon 
the very head and top of the mount, or some garrison or 
castle in the mount. In which sense that word doth not 
seldom occur in the history of the Maccabees, and in 
Josephus. 

III. The Council-house. He mentions elsewhere fiovXii the 
council, and that, as it seems, in the Upper City. For he 
saith, that " the^ outmost wall on the north began at the 
Hippie tower, and went forward to the Xystus; t'n€iTa rg 
fiovkg aVvdwrov^ and thence, touching upon the counciT (or 
the court)y ^' it went onward opposite^ against the west walk 
of the Temple." The council in the Upper City you may not 
improperly interpret the ' Court of the King :' the council- 
house in the Lower City, the council of the Sanhedrim, whi- 
ther it went, when it departed from the Tabemae. 

IV. Ophla. Ophel, Neh. iii. 26. 

There' was also a fourth hill, saith the same Josephus, hs 
jcoXeiroi B^CfOa, '* which was called Bezetha, situate over- 
against Antonia, and divided from it with a deep ditch. Now 
Bezetha, if you would render it in Greek, Kaivii kiyoir^ i,v 

* Ibid. lib. vi. cap. 35. [Hudson, ° LeusdeiCs edition, vol. ii. p. 189. 
p. 1386. 1. 20.] [vi. 6. 3.] » Joseph, de Bcllo, lib. v. cap. 13. 

* Ibid. lib. V. cap. 13. [v. 4. a.] [v. 4. 2.] 
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nrfX45, one might call it * The New Oity^^.' " And yet thwe is 
a place where he seems to distinguish between Bezetha and 
the New City : for he saith concerning Cestius, Khrio^J hi 
TrapcXOdov, &c., " But Cestius, passing over, set fire upon 
Bezetha, so called, and the New City." 

Bezetha^ was seated on the north part of Antonia, and 
that and Csenopolis (or the New City) filled up that space, 
where Sion ended on the east, and was not stretched out so 
far as Acra was. nx^^ci» iitcpx^oixivrj (^ itSKis) kqt^ jwcpop 
ii^LfyjTc tQv Tt€pifi6\<avy &o., " (The city), abounding with 
people, crept, by little and little, out of the walls : and on 
the north side of the Temple, at the hill, making a city, went 
onward not a little ; kolL riraprov Tr€pioiKTi07JvaL K6<l>ov, hs icoXei- 
Tai B€(€6a, &c. and a fourth hill is inhabited, which is called 
Bezetha," &c. 

Interpreters differ about Millo. There is one^, who sup- 
poses it to be a large place, appointed for public meetings and 
assemblies. Another^ interprets it of heaps of earth, thrown 
iip against the wall within, whence they might more easily 
get up upon the wall: and when David is said to build 
Millo, that he erected towers upon these heaps, and banks« 
Some others there are, who understand it of the valley or 
street that runs between Jerusalem and Sion ; and so it is 
commonly marked out in the maps, — when, in truth, Millo 
was a part of Sion, or some hillock cast up against it on the 
west side. 

Let that be observed, 2 Chron. xxxii. 5; Wi^pn'JhM p^JTH 
ITJ ^"^^f " And he restored, or fortified, Millo, of the city of 
David :" or, as our English reads, " in the city of David." 
The Seventy read, rb ipiXrjixfJLa ttjs 'ir6k€(a9 Aavlb, " the fortifi« 
cation of the city of David.'' When, therefore, David is said 
to build *' Millo, and more inwards,'' it is all one as if he 
had said, ' he built on the uttermost part of Sion, which was 
called Millo, more inwardly to his own castle.* And Joab 
repaired the rest, 1 Chron. xi. 8. 

The^ street or valley, running between Sion and Acra, was 

» [«nnn n>i] 41.] Tv. 4. 2.] 

y Ibid. lib. ii. cap. 30. [ii. 19. 4.] ** Kimchi in 2 Sam. v. 

« English folio edition, vol. ii. ^ R- Esaias, there, 

p. 25. ^ Joseph, de Bell. lib. v. c. 13. 

» Joseph. [Hudson, p. 1322. 1. [v. 4- i] 
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ealled Tvpoiroi&v <l>ipayi^ as if one should say^ The valley or 
street of cheesemongers. There was also tiOKtav iyopa, The 
market of beams, which Josephus joins with Bezetha, and the 
New City. " Oestius (saith he^) wasted Bezetha and Caeno- 
polis, icol TO Ka\oiStx€vov AoKc^v iyopAv arid that which is called 
the beam-market, with flames/' 

CHAP. XXV. 

Gihonj the same with the Fountain of Siloam. 

I. In I Kings i. 33, 38, that which is, in the Hebrew, 
"Bring ye Solomon to Gihon: and they brought him to 
Gihon /' is rendered by the Chaldee, " Bring ye him to 
Siloam : and they brought him to Siloam.'* Where Kimchi 
thus ; " Gihon is Siloam^ and it is called by a double name. 
And David commanded, that they should anoint Solomon at 
Gihon for a good omen, to wit^ that, as the waters of the foun- 
tain are everlasting, so might his kingdom be.'' So also the 
Jerusalem writers^ ; " They do not anoint the king, but at a 
fountain ; as it is said, ' Bring Solomon to Gihon.' " 

The bubbhngs up of Siloam yielded a type of the kingdom 
of David, Isa. viii. 6, " Forasmuch as this people refuseth 
the waters of Siloah that go softly," &c. Where the 
Chaldee paraphrast thus; "Because this people are weary 
of the house of David, which deals gently with them, as the 
waters of Siloam slide away gently." And B. Solomon; 
^ Siloam is a fountain, whose name is Gihon and Siloam." 
See also the Aruch in the word Tvhw. 

II. That fountain was situate on the west part of the city, 
but not far from the south-west comer. 

Josephus, speaking of that deep valley which runs between 
Sion and Acra, saith ?, KaOr^Mk tiixpt StXoa/tx, " it is extended 
to Siloam; for so we call the sweet and large fountain." 
But now the mounts Sion and Acra, and likewise the valley 
that cut between them, did run out from east to west. And 
the same author, in the same place, speaking of the compass 
of the outermost wall, saith these things among others, koL 



• Id. ibid. lib. ii. cap. 39. [Hud- ti Jos. de Bell. lib. v. cap. 13. 

a, p. 1102. 1. 33.] [ii. 19. 4. "■""" 1 o T r^ . -I 

' Hieros. Sotan, fol. 22. 3. 



son, p. 1102. 1. 33.] [ii. 19. 4-J [Hudson, p. 1222. 1. 8.] [v. 4. i.] 

~ tab, fol. 
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h€LTa vpos v6tov irip i^v I)tX(oifi hsi,(rrpi4>ov 'nrjyiiv, &c. 
''And thence it bends to the south behind the fonntfun 
Siloam/' After the tumalt raised at Jerusalem by the Jews 
under Floras, — ^the Neapolitan tribune, coming thither with 
king Agrippa, is besought by the Jews, aiv'^ kvl O^piTsovr^ 
'7r€pi€\0€iv fiixP^ Tov 2t\oa ttiv Tr6\iVy *' that taking only one 
servant, he would go about through the city as far as Siloam'^ 
(that is, from the east to the west, through the whole city) : 
and that thence, from the peaceable and quiet behaviour of 
the people towards him, he might perceive, that the people 
were not in a heat against all the Romans, but against 
Floras only. 

III. Siloam was on the back of Jerusalem, not of Sion. 
Let that of Josephus be noted^ ; ^Panfialoi, rpeyfriiifvoi rois 
Xjicrrhs, &c., *'The Romans, when they had drove out the 
seditious from the Lower City, burnt it all to Siloam.'^ This 
we therefore observe, because we may see some maps, which, 
placing Siloam behind Sion, do deceive here, and are deceived: 
when^ in truth it ought to be placed"^ behind Acra. The 
pool, indeed, of Siloam was behind some part of Sion, west- 
ward ; but the fountain of Siloam was behind Acra. 

IV. It emptied itself, by a double rivulet, into a double 
pool, to wit, the upper and the lower, 2 Kings xviii. 17, Isa. 
vii. 3. The lower was on the west, and is called ^ The poo! 
of Siloam,^ John ix. 7, Neh. iii. 15. The upper, perhaps, 
was that which is called by Josephus, ' the pool of Solomon,' 
in the place lately quoted. "And thence (saith he) the 
outermost wall bends to the south behind the fountain of 
Siloam : fvOiv re iriXw iKKKlvov irpb^ ivaToXifv M ttju SoAo- 
fiQvos Ko\v\xpifiOpav, &c. : and thence again bends to the east 
at the pool of Solomon.^' See % Ghron. xxxii. 30. Isa. xxii. 

V. They drew waters out of the fountain of Siloam, in 
that solemn festivity of the feast of Tabernacles, which they 
called, D'^Cn *^D'^3 " The pouring out of water :'' concerning 
which the fathers*^ of the traditions thus ; *' The pouring out 

1 Jos. de Bell. [Hudson, p. 1084. ^ English folio edition, vol. ii. 

1. 12.1 [ii. 16. I.] p. 36. 

k Idem ibid. lib. vi. cap. 36. "^ Let»(ie9tVed»Koii,vol.ii. p.190. 
[vi. 6. a.] ^ Succah, cap. 4. bal. 7. 
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of water, in what manner was it? There was a golden oup, 
containing three logs, which one filled out of Siloam/^ &c. 
The Ctemaristso inquire, "Whence was this custom? From 
thence, that it is said, ' And ye shall draw waters with joy out 
of the wells of salvation/ '^ R. Levi saithP, " Why is it called 
rnWW n*^! The place of a draught ? — Because thence they 
draw out the Holy Spirit." 

Thence9, also, they drew the water that was to be mingled 
with the ashes of the red cow, when any unclean person was 
to be sprinkled. 

The^ priests, eating more liberally of the holy things, drank 
the waters of Siloam for digestion's sake. 

Lets us also add these things ; but let the reader unriddle 
them :— " He that is unclean by a dead carcass entereth not 
into the Mountain of the Temple. It is said. That they that 
should appear should appear in the court. Whence do you 
measure? From the wall, or from the houses? Samuel delivers 
it, From Siloam, TH^Tl rVO'QJ) &o. And Siloam was in the 
middle of the city.'* 

CHAP. XX VI. 

Th^ Girdle of (he City. Neh. iii. 

The beginning of the circumference was from tMSTT 15W 
* the sheep-gate.' That, we suppose, was seated on the south 
part, yet but little removed from that comer, which looks 
south-east. Within was the pool of Bethesda, famous for 
healings. 

Going forward, on the south part, was the tower Meah : 
and beyond that, '^ the tower of Hananeel f ^ in the Ghaldee 
paraphrast it is, U)pQ TIZID * The tower Ptccus/ Zech. xiv. lo; 
Dips» Piccus^ Jer. xxxi. 38. — I should suspect that to be 
*lTnfiKbv, the Hippie tower, were not that placed on the north 
sde, this on the south. The words of Jeremiah are well to 
be weighed ; '' The city shall be built to the Lord, from the 
tower of Hananeel to the gate of the comer. And a line 
shall go out thence, measuring near it to the hill of Gareb, 

o Bab. ibid. fol. 48. a. ' Avoth R. Nathan, fol. 9. i. 

P Hieros. ibid. fol. 55. i. " Hieros. Chagigah, fol. 76. i. 

4 Parah, cap. iii. had. a. 
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and it shall go about to Goath. And all the valley of dead 
carcasses^ and of ashes, and all the fields to the brook Eidron, 
even to the corner of the horse-gate on the east, shall be 
Holiness to the Lord," &c. 

1"^3 nyiil The hill of Gareb : — not that Gareb certainly, 
where the idol of Micah was, [Judg. xvii.] concerning which 
the Talmudists thus * ; " R. Nathan saith. From Chweb to 
Shiloh were three miles, and the smoke of the altar was mixed 
with the smoke of Micah's idol :" — but, as Lyranus, not amiss, 
" The mount of Calvary/' 

nnVM Goathah : the Chaldee, rhiSf JhS")! ' the calves' 
pool,' following the etymology of the word, from HW bellow- 
ing. Lyranus, Golgotha. 

\VTW\ D'^ISD pOV The valley of carcasses and ashes. The 
Chaldee paraphrast and the Rabbins understand this of the 
place where the army of the Assyrians perished : nor very 
subtilly ; for they seem to have perished, if so be they 
perished near Jerusalem, in the valley of Tophet, or Ben- 
Hinnom, Isa. xxx. 33. And Jeremiah speaks of that valley, 
namely, the sink and burying- place of the city, — a place, 
above all others that compassed the city, the most foul and 
abominable : foretelling that that valley, which now was so 
detestable, should hereafter be clean, and taken into the com- 
pass of the city : but this mystically, and in a more spiritual 
sense. Hence we argue, that ^^ the tower of Hananeel" was on 
the south side of the city : on which side also was the valley 
of Ben-Hinnom ; yet bending also towards the east : as the 
valley of Eidron h^ni from the east also towards the north. 
It will be impossible, unless I am very much mistaken, if 
you take^ the beginning of that circumference in Nehemiah, 
for the corner looking north-east, which some do, — to in- 
terpret these words of Jeremiah in any plain or probable 
sense; unless you imagine that which is most false, — that the 
Valley of Hinnom was situate northwardly. 

Ver. 3 : G^inn ")1W. The Seventy render it by Trjv -nikriv 
7^v IxOvpav, The fish-gaie. That was also southward. Of it 
mention is made, Zeph. i. 10; where the Seventy have TUkri 

* Bab. Sanbedr. fol. 103. 2. See word h*0. [col. 1 198.] 
also Midr. Till, in Psal. cxxxii. and u English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 
Buxt. in Lexic. Talmudic. in the ay. 
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imoK^vTOfivTtav* something obscure. Many conjecture this 
gate was called the ' Fish-gate,' because fish were carried 
into the city through it : I rather, because it was the ^ fish- 
market f as the Sheep-gate was the market for sheep. Ze- 
phaniah addeth, TOtmpn ]p ^^^^ "And he shall howl from 
the second/^ The Chaldee reads, MD'iy )p ; R. Solomon, 
mO'iyn "^ytDO ' from the Bird-gate f perhaps the gate, near 
unto which fowls were sold. Eimchi reads, MtDV tQ ' from 
Ophel ;' more plain indeed, — but I ask, whether more true ! 
This X Bird-gate perhaps was that which is called the Old- 
gate, Neh. iii. 6. 

Near the comer, looking south-west, we suppose, the 
fountain of Siloam was ; and that, partly» being persuaded 
by the words of Josephus before alleged, — ^partly, being in- 
duced to it by reason itself. For hence flowed that fountain 
by the south wall eastwardly to the Sheep-gate, as we sup- 
pose; thence the river, somewhat sloping, bends towards 
the north into the valley, and ends, at length, in the pool of 
Siloam, at the foot of mount Sion. 

On the west was, 1. M'^an lytD " The gate of the valley,*' 
ver. 13, being now gotten to the foot of mount Acra. And, 
2. A thousand cubits thence, mOtDMH "^JW " The Esquiline, 
or Dung-gate,"" ver. 14. And, 3. pyn nytD " The Fountain- 
gate," ver. 15 ; not that of Siloam, nor of Draco ; but an- 
other. 

And now we are come to the pool of Siloam, and to the 
foot of Sion, whither they went up by certain steps, ver. 15. 
The pool of Siloam was first a fountain, and a river, on the 
west, without the walls : but at last, Manasseh the king en- 
closed all, 2 Ohron. xxxiii. 14, that the city might be more 
secured of water, in case of a siege : taught it by the ex- 
ample of his grandfather Hezekiah, but more incommodious, 
z Ghron. xxxii. 3. 

The wall went forward along " burying -places of David, 
another pool, and the House of the strong,"" ver. 16. And, 
not much after it, bended eastwardly. — And now we are come 
to the north side. See ver. 19, 20. 

At the turning of this comer, Herod built the most famous 

* LeusdeiCs edition, vol. ii. p. 191. 
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Psephin tower^ of which Josephus x thus ; ©avfma-uiTfpos ivfix^ 
Karh yidvlav p6p€i6s re koI irpos biiaiv 6 ^i/i<l>iif0Sy &c., ^^ On the 
north-west corner, the admired Psephin tower lifts up itself, 
near which Titus encamped/' &c. 

There was no gate on this north side. The buildings, 
which were inward, are mentioned, Neh. iii. 20 — 24; and 
the Hippie tower is mentioned by Josephus. 

On the east were, i. A tower, advancing itself in the very 
bending of the north-east comer. Within was the * Eing^s 
House/ and the court of the prison, ver. 25. 2. The Water- 
gate, of which is mention, Neh. xii. 37. 3. Ophel, and the 
Horse-gate, Neh. iii. 27, 28 ; of which mention is also made, 
Jer. xxxi. 40. Whence was the beginning of the valley of 
Ben-Hinnom : which, running out below the city southward, 
at last bent into the west. Therefore, the Water-gate led 
into the valley of Eedron : but the Horse-gate into the 
valley of Hinnom, at that place touching on the valley of 
Kedron. 4. The Gate Miphkad: the Vulgar calls it. The 
Gate of Judgment. 5. Not far distant thence was the south- 
east comer. And thence a little on the south side was the 
Sheep-gate, whence we first set out. 

Let us add the words of Josephus, describing how the 
outmost wall went. 'Apxofiivov * bi Kara poppav^ &c. " It 
began on the north at the Hippie (or horse) tower, and ex- 
tended to the Xystus (or open gaUery); then touching upon 
the Council-house, it ended at the east walk of the Temple. 
On the other side, westwardly, beginning from the same 
tower, it stretched along by a place called Bethso, to the 
gate of the Essenes ; and thence it incUned to the south be- 
hind the fountain Siloam : and hence it bowed again east- 
wardly unto Solomon's pool, and passed on to a certain place, 
which they call Ophla, and joined to the east walk of the 
Temple.'' 

In which words let us observe two things for the asserting 
the procession that we have gone: — 1. That this description 
proceeds from the north to the west, the south, and the east. 
2. That Ophla, or Ophel, lay between the south-east comer 
and the porch of the Temple; which cannot at all be con- 

y Joseph, de Bell. lib. v. cap. i^. [Hudson, p. 1323. 1. 35.] [v. 4. 3.] 
' Josephus, m the place above. 
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oeived, if you begin Nehemiah's delineation at any other place 
than where we have. To these may be added, the situation 
of Siloam^ of which those things, spoken in Josephus and 
the Scripture, can in no manner be said^ if you reckon it to 
be near Sion. 

Let us add also the processions of the choir, Neh. xii. 31. 
They went up upon the wall, and went forward on the right 
hand to the Dung-gate, the Fountain-gate, the city* of David, 
&c. ver. 37. Let those words, " They went forward on the 
right hand,'' ver. 31, be observed : which could not be, unless 
according to the procession which we have laid down, — ^if so 
be they went up on the wall on the inside of the wall, which 
it is rough and strange not to think. 

The other part of the choir went on the left hand, towards 
the south west, and to the gate of Ephraim, and the Old- 
gate, and the Fish-gate, &c. ver. 29. Of the gate of Ephraim 
nothing was said in the delineation given chap. iii. Men- 
tion also is made of it, 2 Kings xiv. 1 3 ; where the Comer- 
gate is also spoken of ; concerning which, also, here is nothing 
said. 

In Nehemiah, seems to be understood that place, where 
formerly was a gate of that name, — ^but now, under the 
second Temple, was vanished. 

CHAP. XXVIL 
Mount Moriah. 

" Wherefobe *» is it called mount Moriah ? R. Levi Bar 
Chama and B. Chaninah differ about this matter. One 
saith, rwmn n3T2D MS^ID, Because thence iiMtruction should 
go forth to Israel. The other saith, uh\ffn PfStywh «niQtD, 
Because thence should go forth fear to the nations of the 
world." 

" It<^ is a tradition <i received by all, that the place, where 
David built an altar in the threshing-floor of Araunah, was 
the place where Abraham built his, upon which he bound 
Isaac ; where Noah built his, when he went out of the ark : 

» English folio edit. vol. ii. p. 28. cap. ii. Juchas. fol. 9. i. Midr. 1111. 

b Bab. Taanitb, fol. 16. i. 41. a. 

<^ Maimon. in Beth Habbechir. ^ Lei»(iefi'9ed»(um,vol.ii. p. 19a* 
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that in the same place was the altar, upon which Gain and 
Abel offered : that Adam offered there^ when he was created ; 
and that he was created from thence. The wise men say, 
He had the same place of expiation as he had of creation.^ 

Mount Moriah was so seated, that 4wi«pi 17 TrrfXis Ikuto 
rot} 'lepov ^earpoci^^y oSco, " the« city, in the manner of a 
theatre, lay about the Temple :" on this side Sion, then Acra, 
and a little on the back of Bezetha. 

The f mount of the Temple (that is, the place where the 
buildings of the Temple were) was a square of five hundred 
cubits (see Ezek. xlii. 16, 17), compassed with a most noble 
wall, — and that fortified (shall I say ?) with double galleries 
or halls, or adorned with them, or both. It went out beyond 
this wall, towards the north-west comer, to such a dimen- 
sion, — ^that there the tower Antonio was built, of most re- 
nowned workmanship and story. 

The whole space of the courts was hollow under-ground : 
l^^n rD*^3'l» &c. " And g the whole platform stood upon 
arches and pillars,'^ that so no sepulchre might be made 
within this sacred space, whereby either the holy things or 
the people might gather pollution. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

The Court of the Gentiles. n^lTf in The Mountain of the 

House, in the Rabbins. 
In the Jewish writers, it is ordinarily called n^^lH *in 
The Mountain of the house;'' sometimes 7)11, or the 
Common Court.'' Hence is it, that a gate, descending 
hither from the Court of the Women, is called M2T^ "IJW 
TMIT UWl JhltyD " The gate whence they go out from the 
Court of the Women into the Common Court." Hence the 
author of Tosaphtoth^, "They go out by the gate leading 
from the Court of the Women into the Common Court. (Vin'?) 
And some vessels of stone were fastened to the wall of the 
steps going up into the Women's Court, and their covers are 
seen in the Common Court J^ w^Tv)) 

And that, because hither the heathen might come : ''Babban 

e Joseph. Antiq. lib. [xv. 11. 5.] the place above. s Ibid. 

' Middolh, cap. ii. hat. i. and in »» Tosapht. in Parah, cap. 2. 
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C^amaliel •, walking in the Court of the Gentiles (Ty^^Sl "^m), 
saw a heathen woman, and blessed concerning her/' 

And*' those that were excommunicated and lamented. 
" All 1 that entered into the mount of the Temple, enter the 
right-hand way, and go about : but they go out the left-hand 
way : except him, to whom any accident happens : for he 
goes about to the left hand. To him that asks, 'What is the 
matter with you, that you go about to the left hand! — ^he 
answers, 'Because I lament;' and he replies to him, *He 
that dwells in this temple comfort thee/ Or, ' Because I am 
excommunicated -/ and to him he replies, ' He that dwells 
in this house, put it into their heart to receive thee.* *' 

And not seldom those that are unclean. Yea, he that 
carries away the scape-goat might enter into the very court, 
although he were then unclean. '^ Is ^ he polluted, who is 
to take away the goat I He entereth unclean even into the 
court, and takes him away." 

'^ The ^ greatest space of the Court of the Gentiles was on 
the south ; the next to it, on the east ; the third, on the 
north ; but the least space was on the west. Of that place, 
where the space was greater, the use was greater also." 

In *» the wall compassing this space were five gates : and 
within, joining to the wall, were I'^^D \0 0^307 VtOD 
'^ double galleries" or '' halls," which yielded delightful walks, 
and defence also from rains. 

There P was only one gate eastward, and that was called, 
the Gate of Shushan ; because the figure of Shushan, the 
metropolis of Persia, was engraven in it, in q token of sub- 
jection. Ini* this gate sat a council of three and twenty. 
At the gate, on both sides, were mSH shops ; and the whole 
gallery-walk, on this east side, was called '^ Solomon^s porch." 

On the south were two gates, both called the Gate of 
Huldah : of the reason of the name we are not solicitous. 
These looked towards Jerusalem, or Acra. The hall or 
gallery, gracing this south side, was called' 2Toh Bao-iXnc?), 

i Hieros. Avodah 2^arah, fol. 40. i. ^ Ibid. c. i. hal. 3. 
^ EngUak foUo edition, vol. ii. P Ibid. 
p. 29. 4 Glossa, ibid, 

1 Middoth, cap. a. hal. 2. ' Sanhed. cap. 11. hal. 2. 

m Bab. Joma, fol. 66. 2. " Joseph. Antiq. lib. xv. cap. 14, 

^ Middoth, cap. 2. hal. 2. fxv. 11. 5.] 

LIOHTFOOT, VOL. I. P 
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''The king's walk/' which was trebled, and of stately 
building. 

On the west was the gate DI^ID'^p Eiponus ; haply so 
named from ' Coponius */ governor of Judea. By this gate 
they went down into Sion, the bridge and way bending 
thither. 

On the north was the gate 'HtO {Tedi) or n^ {Ten), of no 
use : for so is the tradition ^ '' The gate of Tedi on the north 
was of no use.'' On this side was the castle Antonia, where 
the Romans kept guard ; and from hence perhaps might be 
the reason the gate was deserted. 

CHAP. XXIX. « 

CM. The Court of the Women. 

The Court of the Gentiles compassed the Temple and the 
courts on every side. The same also did T^PT Chd, or the 
Ante-murale. '^Thatx space was ten cubits broad, divided 
from the Court of the Gentiles by a fence, ten hand-breadths 
high; in which were thirteen breaches, which the kings of 
Greece had made : but the Jews had again repaired them, 
and had appointed thirteen adorations answering to them. 

Maimonides * writes : '' Inwards" (from the Court of the 
Gentiles) '' was a fence, that encompassed on every side, ten 
hand-breadths in height, and within the fence Chd, or the 
Ante-murale : of which it is said, in the Lamentations, "TlM^ 

rro^rr) bn ^ And he caused Chd and the Wall to lament,^ " 
Lam. ii. 8. 

Josephus writes*, [IlcpfjSoXoj] ieurfpos irpocParbs PaOfwriv 
iXCycuSf hv ir€pi€ix€ tpKwv XiOivov dpv<^(iicrot;, &c. '' The second 
circuit was gone up to by a few steps : which the partition of 
a stone wall surrounded : where was an inscription, forbidding 
any of another nation to enter, upon pain of death." Hence 
happened that danger to Paul because of Trophimus the 
Ephesian, Acts xxi. 29. 

^ Joseph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. i. r Middoth, cap. a. hal. 3. 

[xviii. I. I.] * Beth Habbechir. cap. 5. 

«» Middoth, in the place above. » Antiq. lib. xv. cap. 14. [Hud- 

» Leusden*s edition, voh'u, p. 193. sod, p. 704. 1. i.] [xv. 11. 5. J 
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" The*> Chel \y^T^\ or Ante-murale^' (or second enclosure 
about the Temple), '' was more sacred than the Court of the 
Gentiles: for hither no heathen, nor any unclean by that 
which died of itself, nor who lay with a menstruous woman, 
might come/' 

'^ From c hence they ascended into the Court of the Women 
by twelve steps/' 

On<i the east it had only one gate, called in the Holy 
Scripture, *Q,paCa, * Beautiful,' Acts iii. a. In Josephus^, the 
' Corinthian' gate : T&v b^ irvk&v^ &c. saith he ; "Of the 
gates, nine of them were every where overlaid with gold and 
silver, likewise the posts^ and the lintels. But one, without 
the Temple, made of Corinthian braas, did much exceed, in 
glory, those, that were overlaid with silver and gold. And 
two gates of every court were each thirty cubits high, and 
fifteen broad." 

On the south was only one gate also, and one on the 
north : and galleries, or court-walks within^ joining to the 
wall, in the same manner as in the outer court, but not' 
double. Before which were the treasuries placed, or thirteen 
chests g, called by the Talmudists, m'^DW Shopharoth ; in 
which was put the money offered for the various services of 
the Temple ; and, according to that variety, the chests had 
Various titles written on them : whence the offerer might 
know into which to put his offering, according to his quality. 

Upon ^ one was inscribed, rn*in ^''bpn " The new she- 
kels ;" into which were cast the shekels of that year. Upon 
another, yp^rnf ^hp^H "The old shekels;" into which were 
gathered the shekels owing the last year. Upon another, 
^tUI Q^y^p "pigeons and turtles." Upon another, HTiy 
"The burnt sacrifice." Upon another, tJ»2y "The wood." 
Upon another, nD*Q7 '^ Frankincense." Upon another, 
DI^IBa^ irn " Gold for the propitiation." And six chests 
had written on them, Hl'li " Voluntary sacrifice." 

"The* length of the Women'*s Court was a hundred thirty- 

^ Maimon. in the place before, son, p. 1326. 1. 44.] [v. 5. 3.] 
cap. 7. 'Id. ibidem. 

c Middoth, in the place above. f Shekalim, cap. 6. hal. i. 

d English folio et^tion, vol. ii. ^ Ibid. hal. ^. 
p. 30. ^ Middoth, in the place above, 

e De Bello, lib. v. cap. 14. [Hud- hal. 5. Bab. Joroa, fol. 16. i. 

F 2 
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five cubits^ and the breadth a hundred thirty-five cubits. 
And there were four chambers m the four corners of it, each 
forty cubits, but not roofed/' See Ezek. xlvi. ai, ^2. 

'^ At the south-east was the court of the Nazarites: because 
there the Nazarites boiled their thank-offerings, and cut their 
hair, and put it under the pot/' 

" At the north-east was the chamber of wood : where the 
priests, defiled with any spot, searched the wood, whether it 
was unclean by worms. And all wood in which a worm was 
found was not fit for the altar.'' 

" At the north-west was the chamber of the Leprous." 

" At the south-west was the chamber of wine and oil." 

" On the highest sides " (we follow the version of the 
famous Constantino L'Empereur), ^^ was the smooth and 
plain Court of the Women ; but they bounded it round about 
with an inward gallery, that the women might see from 
above, and the men from below, that they might not be 
mingled." 

In this Court of the Women was celebrated the sacred 
and festival dance, in the feast of Tabernacles, called the 
" Pouring out of Water :" the ritual of which you have in the 
place ^ cited in the margin. 

" The 1 Court of the Women was more sacred than the CM 
(T^^) ; because any, who had contracted such an unclear • 
ness that was to be cleansed the same day, {tSY* VQ"^) 
might not enter into it." 

CHAP. XXX. 

The Gate of Nicanor^ or the East Gate of the Court of Israel. 

From hence they went up from the Court of the Women 
fifteen steps. BaOiioX h\ ^cKairhrc, &c. " There were fifteen 
steps (saith Josephus"») ascending from the partition -wall 
of the women to the greater gate." Concerning these steps, 
the Talmudists", relating the custom of the dance just now 
mentioned, speak thus : ^^ The reUgious men, and the men of 
good works, holding torches in their hands, danced and sang. 



^ Succah, cap. v. bal. 2, &c. " Joseph, de Bello, lib. v. cap. 14. 

1 Maimon. in Beth. Habbech. in [Huds. 1337.!. 14. [v. 5. 3.] 
the place above. ^ Succah, cap. v. hal. 4. 
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The Levites <^, with harps, lyres, cjrmbals, trumpets, and in- 
finite other musioal mstruments, stood upon the fifteen steps 
going down out of the Court of Israel into the Women^s 
Court, sin^ng according to the number of the fifteen psalms 
of degrees, &c. 

The east gate of the Court of Israel was called the '' gate 
of Nicanor/^ — " All P the gates were changed to be of gold, 
except the gate of Nicanor ; because concerning that a mi- 
racle was shown : others say, because the brass of it did ex- 
ceedingly shine/^ 

In<i the gate of Nicanor, they made the suspected wife 
drink the bitter waters ; they purified the woman after child- 
birth, and the leper. 

Of the miracle, done about the folding-doors of this gate, 
see Constantino L'Empereur, Middoth, p. 57, and Juchasin, 
foL 65. 2, &c. ; who also produceth another reason of the 
name, in these words : " In the book of Josephus Ben Gorion 
it is said, that the gate of Nicanor i" was so called, because a 
miracle was there shown, namely, that there they slew Nica- 
nor, a captain of the Grecians, in the days of the Asmoneans : 
which may also be seen in the end of the second chapter of 
the tract Taanith/^ 

The history alleged is thus: — Nicanor ^ was one of the 
captains of the Greeks ; and every day he wagged his hand 
towards Judea and Jerusalem, and said, '^ Oh ! when will it 
be in my power, to lay them waste ! '^ But when the As- 
monean family prevailed, they subdued them, and slew 
him, and hung up his thumbs and great toes upon the gates 
of Jerusalem. Hence ' Nicanor 's day^ is in the Jewish ca- 
lendar. 

This * gate was ir^vrfiKovra irqx&if t^v iviaractv, &e., * fifty 
cubits m height ;' the doors contained forty cubits, and very 
richly adorned with silver and gold, laid on to a great 
thickness.^' 

In ^ that gate sat a council of three and twenty ; as there 
was another in the gate of Susan. 

° LeustUn' 8 edition, vol. n. p. ig^. Joseph. Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 17. 

P Middoth, cap. ii. hal. 3. [Huds. p. 540.] [xii. 5. 5.] 

4 Sotah, cap. i. hal. 5. ^ Joseph, de Bello, [Huds. 1227. 

' English folio edit. ,yoh ii. p. 31 . 10.] [v. 5. 3.] 

• Bab. Taanith, fol. 18. 2. Vid. « Sanhedr. cap. xi. hal. a. 
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None « of the gates had HtltO *, (a small scroll of paper 
fixed to the posts^) but the gate of Nicanor. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Concerning ike Gates and Chambers lying on the SotUh 
Side of the Court, 

Herb, conoeming the chambers^ they differ. The tract 
Middoth assigns these to the south side ; ^' The ^ chamber of 
wood, the chamber of the spring water, the chamber Ga- 
zith/^ — The Babylonian Gemara» and Maimonides* assign 
them to the north side. In Middoth, " the chamber of salt, 
the chamber of Happarva, the chamber of them that wash,'^ 
were on the north side : in those, they are said to be on the 
south. The matter is hardly of so great moment, that we 
should weary ourselves in deciding this controversy. We 
enter not into disputes, but follow those things that are more 
probable, the Middoth being our guide. 

I. Therefore we suppose, first, that the chamber Gazith 
was on the south side of the court, near the east comer : and 
that upon this reason, — that since, according to all the Jews 
(howsoever differing on what side it was placed), this cham- 
ber was not in the middle of the three chambers before 
named, but on the outeide, either on the one hand or on the 
other, — the council could not sit in the lot of Judah, if Gazith 
were not seated about that place which we assign. 

: nrvn rhm '^p'h^D^ pD3 nn:i n^vh '' The^ chamber 

Gazith was in the form of a great court walk. And half of 
it was in the Holy Place, and the other half in that which 
was common : and it had two doors ; whereof one opened to- 
wards the Holy Place, — the other towards that which was 
common :^^ — that is, one into the court, the other to the 
Chel. The great Sanhedrim sat in that part, which was in 
Chel; for '^ none might sit in the court, unless kings only 
of the stock of David." 

^^ In ^ the chamber Gazith sat the council of Israel, and 
judged concerning the priests. Whosoever was found touched 
with any spot was clothed in black, and was veiled in black. 



u Bab. Joma, fol. ii. > Joma, f. ip. i. 

' rSee Buxtorf Lex. sub v. col. ^ Beth Haboechir. cap. 5. 

^ Joma, fol. 35. 1. 
. cap. V. hal. 3. « Ibid. fol. 19. i. 
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and went away. Whoever was without spot^ being clothed 
and veiled in white^ went into the court, and ministered with 
his brethren/' 

: mi'^yQl 18D'' ]pt " The** president sat in the west part 
of the chamber;'' and '' Kb Beth Din© [p n'^n 3M the 
next in rank to the president], on his right hand^ and the 
elders on both sides, in a half circle." 

How the Sanhedrim was driven from this chamber^ and 
when and why, we observe elsewhere. 

II. rh\3in rCmh "The' chamber of the spring" was 
next to this, westwardly : " where was a weU, and a pulley : 
whence water was supplied to the whole court." 

III. Contiguous to this was the " gate of waters ;** so 
called, either because the water, to be poured out upon the 
altar, on the feast of Tabernacles, was brought in through 
this gate; or because the water-course, conveyed into the 
Temple from the fountain Etam, went along through this 
gate into the chamber of the spring. " Abai saith s, That 
fountain was deeper than the pavement of the court three 
and twenty cubits." — " And I think (saith the author of the 
Gloss), that the fountain Etam was the same with the waters 
of Nephtoah,of which mention is made in the book of Joshua, 
XV. 9 ; from thence it descends and slopes ^ into the east and 
west, and that place was the highest in the land of Israel." 

IV.» After'' this gate was the ' chamber of wood ;' and 
above that, ^'n^TTHD TSyth '^ the chamber vapibD<av, of the 
magistrates ;" or, as it was commonly called, ''lO'nT)! n3©7 
" the chamber of the counseUors :" where there was a ses- 
sions of the priests, consulting about the affairs of the Tem- 
ple and Service. The ^ wood-chamber' seems to be called 
so upon this account, because the wood was conveyed hither, 
after the search about it was made in the ^ chamber of wood^ 
(which was in the corner of the Wometfs Court,) whether 
there were any worms in it : that which was found fit for the 
altar was Udd-up here, that it might be more in readiness. 

V. Beyond that was ll'^pPT "^ifW " the gate of offering :" 

and, after that, TtphHil IJW " the gate of kindling." 

d Joma, fol. 25. 1. IS Bab. Joma, fol. 31. 

« Maimon. in Sanhedr. cap. i. ^ Leusden^s ait/iofi, vol. ii. p. 195. 

' Midd. cap. v. hal. 3. et Joma, > J^ZmA/oIio ecK/um, vol. i].p.3a. 

fol. 19. 1. ^ See Midd. in the place above. 
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CHAP. XXXIl. 
The Gates and Doors on the North Side. 

I. First, we meet with the " gate* and chamber Nitsots;** 
where the priests and Levites watched. This was also called 
" the gate of a song."' 

II. The " chamber of them that wash '' was next to that : 
and the '' chamber of Happarva,^ joining to that. In that» 
they washed the inwards of the sacrifices ; in this, they salted 
the skins of the sacrifices. Some "^ believe one Parva, a 
magician, built this chamber; others^ that that magician, 
Parva^ made a secret hole in the wall of this chamber^ that 
through that he might see what was here done by the high- 
priest : " For »» in a covered place of this chamber there was 
a bath for the great priest^ in the day of expiation.*" 

III. Thence was the ' gate of ofiering/ or of ' Gorban :* 
this was also called ' the gate of the women.^ The reason 
rendered of the former name is, " that by this gate they 
brought in the Most Holy sacrifices, which were slain on the 
north. '^ But the reason of the latter is more obscure : per- 
haps before that gate the women delivered their sacrifices 
into the hands of the priests. 

IV. After that gate, westward, was the " chamber of 
salt r where** salt was laid up for the offerings. 

V. Following that was the " gate Beth Mokadh,^' or the 
'^ gate of burning :" so called from a chamber adjoining, 
where a fire continually burnt for the use of the priests. 
This also was called the '^ gate Gorban :^ for, between this 
and the gate last named was the chamber, where the public 
treasure of the Temple was laid up. In ' Beth-Mokadh' were 
four chambers : — i. D'*fe^7lO nyuh ' The chamber of lambs :' 
where they were kept for the use of the altar. 2. * The 
chamber of the show-bread.** 3. The chamber, where the 
stones of the altar were laid up by the Asmoneans, when the 
kings of Greece had profaned the altar. 4. The chamber, 
whence they went down into the bath. 

> Midd. cap. i. hal. 5. " Midd. cap. v. hal. 2. 

" Bab. Joma, fol. 35. i. o n,id. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 
The Court itself. 
" The floor P of the whole sacred earth was not level, but 
rising : when any went on, from the east gate of the Court of 
the Gentiles, to the farthest part of the Chel^ — he went all in 
a level. From the Chely he went up into the Court of the 
Women, twelve steps, — whereof every step was half a cubit 
in height. Along the whole Court of the Women he went 
in a level ; and thence went up into the Court of Israel fif- 
teen steps, every step half a cubit in height.^' 

The q Court of Israel was a hundred and thirty-five cubits 
in length, eleven in breadth. 

Through all this court one went in a level ; and thence 
went up into the Court of the Priests by one step of a cubit 
high : on which was set a pulpit (where the choir of the Le- 
vites that sang stood), and in it were three steps, each half 
a cubit. Therefore, the Court of the Priests is found to be 
two cubits and a half higher than the Court of Israel. 

The ' Court of the Priests was a hundred thirty-five cubits 
in length, eleven in breadth. And they divided the heads of 
the beams between the Court of Israel and the Court of the 
Priests. 

They went through the Court of the Priests in a level ; 
and the same they did along the space by the altar, and 
along the space between the altar and the Pronaon, or the 
' Porch of the Temple/ Thither they ascended by twelve steps, 
each half a cubit high. The floor of the Pronaon and the 
Temple was all level : and was higher than the floor of the east 
gate of the Court of the Gentiles, two and twenty cubits. 

The length of the whole court was a hundred eighty-seven 
cubits, that is, from east to west. To wit, 

The breadth of the Court of Israel 11 

The breadth of the Court of the Priests ...11 

The breadth of the altar 32 

The space between the altar and the Pronaon . 22 
The length of the Pronaon and the Temple . .100 
Behind the Temple to the west wall 11 

187 

P Maim. Beth Habbech. cap. 6. ^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 

1 Midd. cap. 2. hal. 6. 33, 
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CHAP. XXXIV.» 
The Altar. The Rings. The Laf>er. 

The* altar was, on every side, two-and -thirty cubits ; after 
the ascent of one cubit, it was so straitened, that it was less 
by one cubit in the whole square, — ^that is, on every side thirty 
cubits. It went up five cubits, and again was straitened a 
cubit ; so that there it was eight and twenty cubits on every 
side. The place of the horns on every part was the space of 
one cubit ; so that now it was six and twenty cubits every 
way. The place of the priests' walk, hither and thither, was 
one cubit ; so that the place of burning extended four and 
twenty cubits round about. 

A scarlet thread begirt the middle of the altar^ to discern 
between the upper bloods and the lower. 

The basis of the altar towards the south-east had no 
comer, because that part was not within the portion of 
Judah. 

At the horn between the west and the south were two 
holes, like nostrils, through which the sprinkled blood de- 
scended, and flowed into the brook Kedron. 

The ascent to the altar was, on the south, two and thirty- 
cubits, and the breadth sixteen cubits. There ^ wa3 a time, 
when, upon this ascent, one priest stabbed another priest 
with his knife, while they strove who should first get up to 
the altar. 

On the north were six orders of rings, each of which con- 
tained four. There are some who assert there were four 
orders, and each contained six, at which they killed the 
sacrifices : there, therefore, was the place of slaughter. Near 
by were low pillars set up, upon which were laid, overthwart, 
beams of cedar : in these were fastened iron hooks, on which 
the sacrifices were hung; and they were flayed on marble 
tables, which were between those pillars. 

There was a laver or cistern between the porch and the 
altar, and it lay a little to the south. " Ben Kattin ' made 
twelve cocks for it, which 1>efore had but two. He also 
made 1V37 "^33*10 the machine of the cistern:" that is, as 
the Gloss explains it, ' Ben Kattin, when he was the chief 

* Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 196. ^ Bab. Joma, 23. i. 
t Middoth, cap. 3. Ibid. fol. 37. i. 
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priest, made those cooks for the cistern, that the waters might 
flow out of them ; he made also a puUey, or a wheel, whereby 
water might be drawn for the use of the cistern.^ 

Between the altar and the npovaov (or porch) was the 
space of two and twenty cubits. They went up thither by 
twelve steps, each half a cubit in height. 

The y Temple was strait on the hinder part, but broad on 
the fore part ; and resembled the figure of a lion, because it 
is said, " Woe to Ariel*' (the lion of the Lord), ^^ to Ariel, 
the city where David encamped." As the lion is narrower 
behind, and broader before, so also was the Temple. For 
the porch was broader than the Temple fifteen cubits on the 
north, and fifteen cubits on the south ; and that space, jetting 
out on both sides, was called HlOl^nn H''! " The place of 
knives/* — namely, where the holy knives, used in killing of 
the sacrifices, were laid up. 

The length of the Temple contained a hundred cubits, — 
the breadth seventy : including within this measure the 
porch, the chambers, and the thickness of the outward wall ; 
to trace all which would be too much. And these things, 
which we have said, we have, therefore, run through with 
the more haste, both because the famous Constantino L'Em- 
pereur « hath, very learnedly and largely, treated of them ; 
and because we ourselves largely enough, though much more 
unleamedly, have heretofore done these things in a just vo- 
lume, in our English tongue K 

CHAP. XXX V.b 
Some other memorable Places of the City. 

I. There was a street leading from the Gate of Waters to 
the mount of the Temple, which seems to be called ^' the 
street of the Temple," Ezra x. 9. This way they went from 
the Temple to mount Olivet. 

II. The ascent to the mount of the Temple was not so 
difficult but cattle and oxen might be driven thither; nor 
so easy, but th|t it required some pains of those that went 
up. " A <^ child was free from presenting himself in the 

y Midd. cap. 4. * [" The Temple Service," vol. 

« [T&lmadis Bab. Codex Mid- ix. of his works in Pitman's ed.] 

doth. Heb. Lat. cum Ck)mment. 4to. ^ English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 34* 

Lugd. Bat. 1630.] ^ Chagig. cap. ii. hal. i. 
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Temple at the three feasts, until" (according to the school of 
Hillel) ^^ he was able, his father taking him by the hand, to 
go up with him into the mount of the Temple." 

III. *H ^ T&p TvpoTTOi&v [frpo(rayop€voixivrj] <l>ipay(, [^i; l<^a- 
fjL€v] t6v re njy ir« iroXecoy, »cai rhv itir» \6(l>ov buLOT^XXattf, 
Ka0rJK€i, iJiixp^ SiAoxi/ui. " The vale of the Tyropcei'* (or the 
cheesemongers), " that divided between the hill of the Upper 
City and the Lower, went down unto Siloam.'^ The entrance 
into this vale, probably, was eastward by the Horse-gate, and 
the street (the most noted of the whole city) went onward to 
the west. 

IV. \rh:yn pw The Upper Street.— ^^ Any« spittle, found 
in the city, was clean, except that which was found in the 
upper street." The Gloss thus ; " The spittle of any unclean 
person is unclean, and defiles. But strangers of another 
country are as unclean among us, as those that have a flux. 
Now the strangers dwelt in the upper street.'*' Here I re- 
member the story of Ismael Ben Gamithi, the high priest; 
who<^ when he went out on the day of expiation to speak 
with a certain (heathen) captain, some spittle was sprinkled 
upon his clothes e from the other's mouth : whereby being 
defiled, he could not perform the service of that day : his 
brother therefore officiated for him. 

V. D^'DtOD hw pW "The street of the butchers.'' [Sapi. 
naiorum^ Buxtorf.] 

VI. Dn^S ho pTO " The street of those that dealt in wool." 
*^ In f the butchers' street, which was at Jerusalem, they 

locked the door" (on the sabbath), '^ and laid the key in the 
window which was above the door. B. Jose saith, That this 
was in the street of those that dealt in wool." 

Josephus hath these words, ILoBh^ koL rris Katies iroAco)?, 
ipiotrikii. T€ riv kcX x^^'^^^^ *^^ Ifiarlfov iyopi, ^^ In the new 
city there was a wool-market, and braziers' shops, and a 
market of garments." 

VII. " At** Jerusalem was a great court, called pty n^l 
Beth Jaazek^ where the cities were gathered together,*" — 

^ Jos. de Bello, lib. v. cap. 13. ' Enibhin, cap. x. hal. 9. 

[Hudson, p. 1233. 1. 6.] [v. 4. i.] s De Bello, lib. v. cap. 34. FHud- 

c Shekalim, cap. viii. hal. i. son, p. 1337. 1. 36. [viii. i. i.J 

^ Avoth R. Nathan, fol. p. i. ^ Kosh hashanah, cap. ii. hal. 5. 
• Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 197. 
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namely, that they might testify concerning the new moon ; 
'' and there the Sanhedrim took them into examination ; 
and delicious feasts were made ready for them there, that 
they might the more willingly come thither for the sake 
thereof." 

VIII. Somei courts also were built upon a rock, under 
which there was made a hollow, that by no means anyi. se- 
pulchre might be there. Hither they brought some teeming 
women, that they might be delivered there^ and might there 
also bring up their children. And the reason of that cu- 
riosity was, that those children, there born and brought up, 
where they were so secure from being touched by a sepulchre, 
might be clean without doubt, and fit to sprinkle, with puri- 
fying water, such as were polluted with a dead carcass. The 
children were shut up in those courts, until they became seven 
or eight years old. (So B. Solomon, who also cites Tosaph- 
toth, where nevertheless it is^ ^^ until they are eighteen years 
of age.") And when the sprinkling of any one is to be per- 
foimed^ they are brought with the like care and curiosity to 
the place, where the thing is to be done, riding upon oxen, 
because their bellies, being so thick, might defend them the 
more securely from the defilement of any sepulchre in the 
way. 

IX. There were not a few caves in the city, hollowed out 
of the rock, which we observed concerning the hollowed floor 
of the Temple. Into ^ one of these Simon the tyrant ^ betook 
himself with his accomplices^ when he despaired of his af- 
fairs. Of whom you have a memorable story in the place 
quoted. 

X. Besides the pool of Siloam, of Bethesda^ of Solomon, 
(if that were not the same with Bethesda,) there ^ was St/}ov- 
6lov KoXviifii/iOpa, ^^ihe Sparrow-pool,'' before Antonia; and 
KokvyL^ifipa 'A^bdKos^ " the Almond-pool,'' on the north side 
of the city. 

XI. We cannot also pass over D'^JHtDn pM " The " stone 
of things lost :" where publication was made concerning any 
thing lost or missing. 

* Parah, cap. iii. hal. a. ™ Jos. de Bell. lib. v. cap. 30. 

k Joa. de Bell. lib. 7. c. 7. [Hude. [Hudson, p. 1248. 1. 45. [v. 1 1. 4.] 

p. 1207. 1. 35. [viiL 2. 3.] " Taanith, cap. iii. hal. 8. 
' EngU^kfoUo edition, vol. ii. p. 35. 
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XII. We conolude with the trench brought round the 
city by Titus, wherein he shut it up in the siege. " Begin- 
ning o from the tents of the Assyrians, where he encamped, 
he brought a trench i-nl t^v Kararipi^ KaLvSTroXiVy to the 
nether new city^^ (the Upper was the hill Bezetha, the Nether 
was a place somewhat lower on the east of Sion), " and 
theflce along Eedron to mount Olivet. Thence bending to 
the souths he shut up the mountain rounds to the rock called 
7r£ptoT€pca)i/os, the Dove-cote, — ^and the hill beyond, which lies 
over the valley of Siloam. From thence bending on the 
west, he came even into the vale of the fountain. After 
which, ascending along the sepulchre of Anan the chief 
priest, and enclosing the mountain where Pompey pitched 
his tents, he bended to the north side, and going forward as 
far as the village, which is called, ' the hause^ or place of tur- 
pentine* '^ (perhaps n7M H'^S) ; '^ and after that, taking in 
the sepulchre of Hftrod, he came eastwardly to his own 
intrenchment.^' 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

Synagogues in the City ; and Schools. 

^* B. Phinehas p, in the name of B. Hoshaia, saiih, There 
were four hundred and sixty synagogues in Jerusalem : every 
one of which had a house of the book, and a house of doc- 
trine,'' r^wt:h T^D*?n n'^ai wnpo^ nco n'^a: "A house 

of the book for the Scripture,'' that is, where the Scripture 
might be read : ^* and a house of doctrine for traditions," 
that is, the Beth Midrash^ where traditions might be taught. 
These things are recited elsewhere, and there the number 
ariseth to four hundred and eighty. ^' B. Phinehas % in the 
name of B. Hoshaia^ saith, There were four hundred and 
eighty synagogues in Jerusalem," &c. We do not make 
inquiry here concerning the numbers being varied : the latter 
is more received : and it is made out by gemaJtry «^, as they 
call it, out of the word •'n«*?p ' full, ' Isa. i. ai. " We » find 

o Joseph, de Bello, lib. v. cap. 13. «quali Dumero, eundem sensum 

[Hudson, p. 1251.1.31.] [v. la.aT] colligunt. Ortum videtur esse ex 

P Hieros. Chetub. fol. 35. 3. Grseco ycwfurpia. Buxtorf Lex. 

q Idem, Megillah, fol. 73. 4. Chald. Talm. et Rabb. sub v. too:. 

' [mv>V)PI Rabbinis est Kabbalie col. 446.] 

species, quA ex diversarum vocum • R. Sol. in Isa. ii. 1. 
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in Pesikta : K. Menahem, from B. Hoshaia, saith^ Four hun- 
dred and eighty synagogues were in Jerusalem, according to 
the arithmetical value of the word ^HMTD.^ Note, that the 
letter M is not computed. [D=40. 7=30. n=400. ^=10.] 

D^nniDsVM hw nDD3 '' The synagogue of the Alexan- 
drians/^ is mentioned by the Talmudists : concerning which 
also the Holy Scripture speaks, Acts vi. 9. 

"Eleazart Ben E. Zadok received (for a price) the syna- 
gogue of the Alexandrians, and did his necessary works in it. 
The Alexandrians had built it at their own charge." This 
story is recited by the Babylonian Talmudists, and they for 
Alexandrians have D'^'^DII^ The Braziers, For so they" 
write : '' The» synagogue of the Braziers, which was at 
Jerusalem, they themselves sold to R. Eleazar,^' &c. The 
Gloss renders D'^'^D'^IID by ndna ''D'^12 * workmen in brass.' 
— The reason why the Alexandrians were so called, you may 
fetch, perhaps, from this story : '' There 7 was a brass cymbal 
in the Temple ; and there being a crack in it, the wise men 
brought artificei*s from Alexandria to mend it, &c. There 
was also a brass mortar in the Temple, in which they beat 
their spices; and there being a crack in it, the wise men 
brought artificers in brass from Alexandria to mend it,'' &c. 

Consider well, what '^D'll^ \wh " The language of Tursi," 
means in that legend. " Bigthan^ and Teresh D'^'^D^lllO ^^0 
ITT (perhaps) were two Tarsians :" or, if you will, ' two arti- 
ficers :' '^ and they talked together ^DIIIO p©71 in the lan- 
guage of Tursi" (where the Gloss, ' Tursi is the name of a 
place^) ; *^ and they knew not that Mordecai was one of the 
elders in the chamber Gazith, and that he understood seventy 
languages,^ &c. 

In* the place noted in the margin, these words are related 
concerning the sending away the goat Azazel, or the scape- 
goat : " The chief priests permitted not an Israelite to lead 
away the scape-goat into the wilderness : but once, one Ar- 
sela, who was an Israelite, led him away : and they made him 
a footstool because of the Babylonians, who used to pull off 
his hair, and to sayi Take it, and go." The Gemara thus ; 

^ Hieros. in M^IL in the place r Bab. Erachio, fol. 10. 2, 

cited above : and Juchas. fol. 36. a. ■ Bab. Megill. fol. 13. a. 

n Leusden's editum, vol. ii. p. 198. » Bab. Joma, fol. 66, 
X Bab. Megin. fol. a6. 1. 
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" Babba Bar Bar Channah saith. They were not Babylo- 
nians, but Alexandrians ; but, because they hated the Baby- 
lonians, therefore they called them by their name. Take 
it, and go. Why does this goat tarry, when the ^ sins of this 
generation are so many ?" Where the Gloss thus ; ^^ They 
made him a footstool, or something to put under his feet, 
that he might be higher : and upon this he went out of the 
court, and out of the city: and this, lest the Babylonians 
should touch the goat : for they used to pull off his hair, and 
to say, Go, make haste, begone, delay not, our sins are yet 
upon us." And after ; '^ The inhabitants of the land of 
Israel hated the Babylonians ; every one, therefore, carrying 
himself irreverently and indecently, they called by their 
name.'^ 

^vvaytayri At^SeprtVoi;, * The synagogue of the Libertines/ 
Acts vi. 9 : D^'^'^m^Z^QH ilD33 " The synagogue of those, 
that are made free:'^ of whom the Talmudists speak infi- 
nitely. 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

Betkpluige. "^yD n''!. 

There is very frequent mention of this place in the Tal- 
mudists : and, certainly, a more careful comparison of the 
maps with those things which are said by them of the situa- 
tion of this place is worthy to be made ; when they place it 
in mount Olivet, tkese make it contiguous to the buildings of 
Jerusalem. 

I. Inc the place cited in the margin, the case M'^TDTS ]pt 
" of a stubborn judge^ (or elder) is handling. For when, by 
the prescript of the law, difficult matters, and such things as 
concerning which the lower councils could not judge, were 
to be brought unto the chief council, unto the place which 
God should choose, Deut. xvii. 8 ; — and when that judge of 
the lower council, who, after the determination and sentence 
pronounced in that c^use, which he propounded, shall refuse 
to obey, and shall deny to behave himself according to their 
sentence, — is guilty of death, ver. 1 2, inquiry is made, " Whe- 
ther, •'JD n-^lM p2D, &c. if he shall find the Sanhedrim sit- 
ting in Bethphage, and shall rebel against the sentence pro- 

i> English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 36. ^ ^Q\y^ Sanhedr. fol. 14. 3. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Bethphage, 81 

nounoed by them there, that stubbornness be to be judged 
for rebellion/' which, according to the law, is to be punished 
with death : and it is answered, '^ The text saith, ' Thou shalt 
arise, and go up to the place/ &o. Whence it is taught, that 
the place itself^ (the chamber Gazith only^ '^ adds force to the 
sentence.""— The Gloss writes thus, 0*^307 D")pD ^'at^D n*'^ 
|0 &c. ''Bethphage was a place within the walk of the city, 
and was reckoned as Jerusalem itself, in respect of all things." 
Observe, ' Bethphage was within the walls of Jerusalem f so 
that if the sentence of the Sanhedrim, pronounced at Jeru- 
salem (out of the chamber Gazith)^ obtained in the case pro- 
pounded, — it had obtained, when pronounced in Bethphage. 

II. '^Hed that kills a sacrifice of thanksgiving within the 
wall, and the bread of it is without the wall, the bread is not 
holy. What is without the wall! R. Jochanan saith, Without 
the wall of Bethphage ; but without the wall of the court, it 
is holy."— The Gloss thus; ^^m DpD ^y''r^ ^'aWD n*»! 
D7tt31*)'*ltt? " Bethphage is the outmost place in Jerusalem : 
and whosoever is without the walls of Bethphage, is without 
Jerusalem, where is no place to eat the holy things."" 

III. It^ is disputed, whether the passover be to be slain 
in the name of a person in prison singly ; and, among other 
things, it is thus determined : '* If he be within the walls of 
Bethphage, let them kill it for him singly. Why ! Because 
it is possible, to come to him, and he may eat it." — The 
Gloss ; '' Bethphage is the outmost place in Jerusalem : and 
thither they carry the passover to the person imprisoned, 
that he may eat it, because he is there within Jerusalem."" 
For it was by no means lawful to eat the passover without 
Jerusalem. 

IV. " The ^ two loaves"" (daily offered by the chief priest) 
" and the show-bread are baked aright either in the court or 
in Bethphage. 

V. That^ which we produced first concerning the cause 
N^DO ]pt " of the stubborn elder,'" is recited also elsewhere ; 
and these words are added, *' He^ found the council sitting in 
Bethphage : for example's sake, if he betook himself thither 

^ Idem, Pesacbin, fol. 63. a. ff Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 199» 

« Bab. Pesacbin, fol. 91. i. ^ Bab. Sotab, fol. 45. i. 

.11. hal. 3. 



' Menacotb, cap 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. 
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to measure for the beheading of the cow, or to add to the 
spaoe of the city, or the courts.'* 

VI. " He i thrashes within the walls of Bethphage.''— The 
Gloss ; '* Betbphage is the outmost circuit of Jerusalem.'" 
The Aruch ; — " The wall of Bethphage is the wall of Jeru- 
salem.^^ 

Now consult the maps and the commentaries of Christ- 
ians, and you have Bethphage seated far from the walls of 
the city, not very far from the top of mount Olivet : where, 
also, the footsteps of it (even at this day) are falsely shown 
to travellers. So our countryman Sandys*^, an eyewitness, 
writes concerning it : " We now ascend mount Olivet (saith ^ 
he), another way bending more northwards'^ (for before, he 
had described the ascent to Bethany). " On the right hand, 
not far from the top, was Bethphage seated, whose very foun- 
dations are confounded; from whence Christ, sitting upon 
the foal of an ass, went in triumph to Jerusalem : the father- 
guardian every Palm Sunday now superstitiously imitating 
him." 

They took their resolutions concerning the situation of 
this place not elsewhere certainly than from the gospel his- 
tory, which seems openly to delineate Bethphage at the 
mount Olivet. True, indeed ; and yet nothing hinders, but 
we may believe the Jews, asserting it to be within the walls 
of Jerusalem, since they illustrate the thing with so many 
examples ; nor is there any reason, why they should either 
feign or dissemble any t)iing in this matter. 

To the determining, therefore^ of the business, we must 
have recourse, first, to the derivation of the word : Beth- 
phage is rendered by some a ' house or place of a fountain,^ 
from the Greek FTT/yT), " a fountain :" but this is something 
hard : by the Glosser in Bava Mezia^ in the place last cited, 
it is rendered, a paved ' causeway ;' " The outmost compass 
of Jerusalem (saith he), which they added to it, is called Beth- 
phage, and seems to me to denote a heatm wayT To which 
that of the Targu mists seems to agree, who render pay 7t^ 

mt2J " At the valley of Shaveh,'' Gen. xiv. 17, N2TO ntlJ^D*?. 
\In vdUe expecKta^ Buxt.] But what need is there of wan- 

*» [Travels, p. I97.] * Id. Bava Mezia, fol. 90. i. 

k EngUsh folio edition, vol. ii. p. 37. 
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dering abroad either into a strange or more unusual dialect, — 
when the word ^^ Phagi most vulgarly, and in all men''s 
mouths, denotes "green figs,'*' which mount Olivet was not a 
little &mous for \ For although it took its name from ' Olives' 
yet it produced both ^ fig' trees and * palms ;' and according 
to the variety of these^ growing in divers tracts of the mount, 
so various names were imposed upon those tracts, which we 
note elsewhere. That lowest part, therefore, of the moun- 
tain, which runs out next the city, is called, from the green 
figs, " Bethphage :" by which name also that part of Jeru- 
salem, next adjacent, is called, by reason of the vicinity of 
that place. And from these things, well regarded, one may, 
more rightly and plainly, understand the story <^ Christ 
coming this way. 

He had lodged in Bethany, the town of Lazarus, John 
xii. I. From thence, in the morning, going onward, he is 
said to come to Bethphage, and Bethany, Mark xi. i ; that 
is, to that place, where those tracts of the mountain, known 
by those names, did touch upon one another. And when he 
was about to ascend into heaven, he is said to lead out his 
disciples, "Eta^ its BrjOavCav, " as far as Bethany, " Luke 
xxiv. 50; but not farther than a sabbath-day's journey. 
Acts i. 12; whereas the town, where Lazarus dwelt, was 
almost twice as far, John xi. i8. He went, therefore, out of 
Jerusalem through Bethphage within the walls, and Beth- 
phage without the walls, — and measuring a sabbath-day's 
journey, or thereabouts, arrived at that place and tract of 
Olivet, where the name of Bethphage ceased, and the name 
of Bethany began ; and there he ascended. I doubt, there- 
fore, whether there was any town in Olivet called Bethphage; 
but rather a great tract of the mountain was so called ; and 
the outermost street of Jerusalem within the walls was called 
by the same name, by I'eason of its nearness to that tract. 

CHAP, xxxvm. 

Kedron. 

To^ ^Ekai&v Ka\ovfi€vov Spos, 6 rfi iroXci itpos iLvaTo\r\v ivrC- 
iccirai, iii<rj[i <l)ipay( fia6€M diffpyft, ^ Kehpiav ivSiiaaTai' " A 
1 Joseph, de Bell. lib. v. cap. 8. [Hudson, p. 1216. 1. 45.] [v. a. 3.] 

o2 
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deep bottom, called Kedron, bounds the mount of Olives, 
which lies against the city eastward/' "^HD WH VJl CDS 
IV^n " They™ built a foot-causeway, or a foot-bridge, upheld 
with arches, from the mount of the Temple to the mount of 
Olives, upon which they led away the red cow (to be burned). 
In like manner, such a foot-causeway they made, upon which 
they led away the scape-goat : both were built at the charges 
of the public treasure, which was in the Temple." The reason 
of that curiosity concerning the red cow was this :— when the 
ashes of that cow were especially purifying above all other 
things (for they cleansed from the uncleanness contracted by 
the touch of a dead person), they thought no caution enough 
to keep him safe from uncleanness, who was to bum the 
cow. When, therefore, there might be, perhaps, some sepul- 
chres not seen, in the way he was to go, whereby he might 
be defiled, and so the whole action be rendered useless, — 
they made him a path, at no small cost, all the way, upon 
arches joining to one another, where it was not possible to 
touch a place of burial. The like care and curiosity was used 
in leading away the scape-goat. 

The" sheaf of first-fruits'» was reaped from the Ashes'^-valley 
of the brook Kedron. The first dayP of the feast of the 
Passover, certain persons, deputed from the Sanhedrim, went 
forth into that valley, a great company attending them ; and 
very many out of the neighbouring towns flocked together, 
that the thing might be done, a great multitude being pre- 
«ent. And the reason of the pomp was fetched thence^ 
because the Baithuseans, or Sadducees, did not think well of 
doing that action on that day: therefore, that they might 
cross that crossing opinion, they performed the business with 
as much show as could be. ** When it was now even, he, 
on whom the office of reaping laid, saith, ' The sun is set ;' 
and they answered, 'Well.* — 'The sun is set;** and they 
answered, * Well. ** — ' With this reaping-hook ;** and they 
answered, 'Well.' — 'With this reaping-hook ;** and they 
answered, * Well.' — ' In this basket f and they answered, 
* Well.** — • In this basket ;* and they answered, ' Well.** — 

>n Maimon. in Shekalini, cap. 4.8. ° Menachoth, cap. 10. et Tosapht. 
^ English folio ecUHon, vol. ii. ibid, 
p. 38. P Leusden's ecUHon, vol. ii. p. 300. 
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If it were the sabbath, he said, ' On this sabbath ;' and they 
answered, * Well." — * On this sabbath ;' and they answered, 

* WeU."* — ' I will reap ;' and they answered, * Eeap." — ' I will 
reap;"* and they answered, * Reap/ This he said thrice ; and 
they answered thrice, * Well.' " 

Inq the place, marked in the margin, they are treating 
concerning removing a sepulchre, seated in an inconvenient 
place, that it might not pollute any man. Examples are 
brought-in of the sepulchres of the house of David, which 
were moved out of their places,— and of the sepulchres of the 
sons of Huldah, which were within Jerusalem, and were not 
moved out of their places. " Hence it appears (saith R. 
Akibah), that there was a certain cave, whereby filth and 
undeanness was carried down into the valley of Kedron.^' 

By such a pipe and evacuation under-ground, did the 
filth of the Court of the Temple run into the valley of 
Kedron. ** The ' blood poured at the foot of the altar 
rrot^l ]'^liynD flowed into a pipe, and emptied itself into 
the valley of Kedron : and it was sold to the gardeners to 
dung their gardens.""* 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

The Valley o/Hinnom, D*)::! '^J. 

A GRRAT part of the valley of Kedron was called also the 

* Valley of Hinnom.'* Jeremiah, going forth into the valley 
of Hinnom, went out by the gate n^p^nTf " Hacharsith, the 
Sun-gate,^ Jer. xix. 2 ; that is, the Babbins * and others 
being interpreters, * by the East-gate.' For thence was the 
beginning of the valley of Hinnom^ which, after some space, 
bending itself westward, ran out along the south side of the 
city. 

There is no need to repeat those very many things, which 
are related of this place in the Old Testament ; they are his- 
torical. The mention of it in the New is only mystical and 
metaphorical, and is transferred to denote the place of the 
damned. Under the second Temple, when those things were 
vanished, which had set an eternal mark of infamy upon this 

4 Hieros. Nazir, fol. 57. 4. ^ Bab. Joma, fol. 58. 2. 

• See Kimchi upon the place. 
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place, to wit, idolatry, and the bowlings of infants roasted to 
Moloch, — ^yet so much of the filthiness, and of the abomin- 
able name remained, that even now it did as much bear to 
the life the representation of hell, as it had done before. 

It was the common sink of the whole city ; whither all 
filth, and all kind of nastiness, met. It was, probably, the 
common burying-place of the city (if so be, they did now 
bury within so small a distance from the city).' "They shall 
bury in Tophet, until there be no more any place," Jer. vii. 32. 
And there was there also a continual fire, whereby bones, and 
other filthy things, were consumed, lest they might offend or 
infect the city. " There was a tradition according to the 
school of Rabban Jochanan Ben Zaccai. There' are two 
palm-trees in the valley of Ben-Hinnom, between which a 
smoke arises : and this is that we learn, ^ The palms of the 
mountain are fit for iron.' And, * This is the door of Ge- 
henna.' " 

Some of the Rabbins apply that of Isaiah hither, chap. Ixvi, 
verse the last : " They shall go out, and see the dead carcases 
of the men, that rebel against me ; for their worm shall not 
die, and their fire shall not be quenched.'" — '^ Those Grentiles 
(saith Kimchi upon the place) who come to worship from 
month to month, and from sabbath to sabbath, shall go out 
without Jerusalem into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and shall 
see the carcases of Gog and Magog," &c. And a little after ; 
'^ The just shall go out without Jerusalem into the valley of 
Hinnom, and shall see those that rebel," &c. 

What ^ is to be resolved concerning the * valley of Jeho- 
shaphat,' he himself doubts, and leaves undetermined : " For 
either Jehoshaphat (saith he») here erected some building, or 
did some work, or it is called * the valley of Jehoshaphat' be- 
cause of judgment." So also Jarchi [on Joel iii. a.]; lODCirp 
TX^ **tOD©D " Jehoshaphat means all one with the * judgments of 
the Lord.'" Chald. Mi'»! yh^^, " distributionem Judicii." 

t Bab. Erubhin, fol. 19. i. " English folio edit, vol. ii. p. 39. 

> Kimchi upon Joel iii. 
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CHAP. XL. 
Mount Olivet, Q^IVVn ^tl The Mount of OKves, % Sam. xv. 30. 

Zech. xiv. 4. In the BdbUns ammonify TlXWCiH •^H The 

MowU of OH. 

""O/josX TO irpo(rayop€v6fjL€vov ^Ekai&v^ 5 icai r^s irJAecDS ium- 
Kpvs K€Cfi€voVf iirix^i (rribia Tr4vT€. The mount called the 
mount of Olives, lying over against the city, is distant five 
furlongs." But Luke saith, Acts i. 12, " Then they returned 
from the mount called Olivet, 8 i<mv iyyvs ^Upovaakrifji aa^ 
pirov fx'^v 6Mv' " which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath-day's 
journey.'^ But now a sabbath-day'^s journey* contained eight 
furlongs, or a whole mile. Neither yet, for all this, doth 
Luke fight against Josephus. For this last measures the 
gpace to the first foundation of Olivet; the other, to that 
place of Olivet, where our Saviour ascended. The first foot 
of the mount was distant five furlongs from the city ; but 
Christ, being about to ascend, went up the mountain three 
fiirlongs farther. 

The mount had its name from the 0/iw-trees, howevei 
other trees grew in it ; and that, because the number of 
these perhaps was greater, and the fruit better. Among 
other trees, two cedars are mentioned, or rather two mon- 
sters of cedars. " Two ^ cedars (they say) were in the mount 
of Olivet, under one of which were four shops, where all 
things needful for purifications were sold : out of the other, 
they fetched, every month, forty seahs*' (certain measures) 
" of pigeons, whence all the women to be purified were sup- 
plied." 

It is a dream like that story, that, beneath this mountain, 
all the dead are to be raised. '^ When the dead shall live 
again (say they^), mount Olivet is to be rent in two, and all 
the dead of Israel shall come out thence ; yea, those right- 
eous persons, who died in captivity, shall be rolled under 
the earth, and shall come forth under the mount of Olivet."" 

There was a place in the mount, directly opposite against 

y Joseph. Antic, lib. xx. cap. 6. » Hieros. Taanith, fol. 6^, i. 
[Hudson, p. 893. 1. 40.] [xx. 8. 6.] ^ Targum upon Cant. v\n. i. 
> Ii«iii(iefi'«eat/toi»,vol.ii. p. 30I. 
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the east gate of the Temple, to ^ which the priest, that was 
to bum the red cow, went along a foot-bridge laid upon 
arches, as it was said before. And^ when he sprinkled 
its blood there, he directly levelled his eyes at the Holy of 
Holies. 

Those signal flames also^ accustomed to be waved up and 
down on the top of this mount in token of the new moon 
now stated, are worthy of mention. The custom and man- 
ner is thus described : " Formerly ®, they held up flames ; 
but when the Cutheans spoiled this^ it was decreed^ that 
they should send messengers.*" The Gloss is this ; " They 
held up the flames presently after the time of the new moon 
was stated: and there was no need to send messengers to 
those^ that were afar off in captivity, to give them notice of 
the time ; for those flames gave notice : and the Cutheans 
sometime held up flames in an undue time, and so deceived 
Israel.*" 

The text goes forward : " How did they hold up the 
flames ? They took long staves of cedar, and canes, and fat- 
wood, and the coarse part of the flax, and bound these to- 
gether with a thread. And one, going up to the mount, put 
fire to it, and shakes the flame up and down, this way and 
that way, until he sees another doing so in a second moun- 
tain, and another so in a third mountain. But whence did 
they lift up these flames first? NntOno'? nn^DDn nHD From 
the mount of Olivet to Sartaba ; from Sartaba to Gryphena ; 
from Gryphena to Hauran ; from Hauran to Beth Baltin. 
And he who held up the flame in Beth Baltin, departed not 
thence, but waved his flame up and down, this way and that 
way, until he saw the whole captivity abounding in flames, 
tt?Nn J1'^')'TO3. The G^marists inquire, what * from Beth 
Baltin' means ? This is Biram. What the captivity means ? 
Babh Joseph saith. This is Pombeditha. What means 
tt?t^n n^^lTDS ! There is a tradition, that every one taking a 
torch in his hand, goes up upon his house,^' &c. 

The Jews believe, the Messias shall converse very much 
in this mountain: which is agreeable to truth and reason. 
For when they think his primary seat shall be at Jerusaleih, 

c See Middoth, cap. i. hal. 3. <* Parah, cap. iii. hal, 9. 

® Rosn Hashanah, cap. ii. hal. 2. 3, &c. 
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they cannot but believe some such thing of that mount. R. 
Janna saith ^ HD^Stt? " The Divine s Majesty stood three years 
and a half in mount Olivet, and preached, saying, ^ Seek ye 

the Lord, while he may be found ; call upon him, while he 

* ^fi 

18 near. 

And now let us from this mountain look back upon the 
city. Imagine yourself sitting in that place, where the priest 
stood, while he burnt the red cow, directly over against the 
east gate of the Temple. Between the mount and the city 
you might see a valley running between, compassing Sion 
on the right hand, and Jerusalem on the left : the Gate of 
Waters against you, leading to the Temple ; on the left 
hand, Ophla and the Horse-gate. From thence, as we have 
said, was the beginning of the valley of Hinnom, which, at 
length, bowed towards the south side of the city. In that 
place, near the wall, was the Fullers' field ; which whether 
it was so called from wood framed together, where fullers 
dried their cloth ; or iiro Kva<f>i(as ixvi/jfiaTos, * from a fuUei'^s 
monument,'* of which Josephus ^ writes, — we do not dispute. 

From the Horse-gate, westward, runs out the valley Ke- 
dron, in which is a brook, whence the valley takes its name 
— embracing Sion also on the north, and spreading abroad 
itself in a more spacious breadth. 

" Below» the city, there was a place" (we do not dare to 
mark it out) " which was called t^SID Motza : hither they 
came down" (in the feast of Tabernacles) *' and cropped off 
thence long boughs of willow" (it may be, from the banks of 
the brook Kedron) ; ** and, going away, placed them near 
the sides of the altar, — ^bended after that manner, that their 
heads might bow over the top of the altar,^ &c. 

It is no marvel, if there were a multitude of gardens 
without the city, when there were none within. Among them 
" a ^' garden of Jerusalem is famed, wherein figs grew, which 
were sold for three or four assarii each : and yet neither the 
Truma, nor the Tenth, was ever taken of them."^ 

Josephus hath these words, 'EKrcrii^pcvro ^ iirb tov TfCxovs 

' Midras 'Hllin. ^ Maasaroth, cap. ii. hal. 5. 

ff English foUo edit. vol. ii. p. 40. 1 De Bello. [Hudson, p. 1315. 1. 

•» Dc Bello, lib. V. cap. 13. [v. 4. a.] 45.] [v. a. a.] 
1 Succab, cap. iv. hal. 5. 
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TTfpi tols KfimCas, &c. " The gardening was all compassed 
about from the wall with trenches ; and every thing was di- 
vided with crooked gardens, and many walls." 

CHAP. XLI-n. 
Bethany. *Tn n'^n* Beth-hene. 

Bethany seems to be the same with "^TTl n**! among the 
Talmudists. Of which they write thus. They " treat in the 
place, noted in the margin, concerning eating of fruits the 
seventh year, and concerning "^ly^l Beor, of which we have 
spoke before o. They inquire, How long one may eat of these 
or the other fruits! — And they state the business thus: 
" They eat Olives (say they) until the last ceases in Tekoa. 
B. Eleazar saith. Until the last ceases in Gush Chalab" (in 
the tribe of Asher). " They eat dry figs, until green figs cease 
"^S^n n**! in Bethrhem. R. Judah saith, The green figs of 
Beth-hene are not mentioned; unless in respect of the tenths; 
as the tradition is, *'3mt0'7 ^'i^TTWI '^m Pi^l '^JD &c. The 
figs of Beth-hene, and the dates of Tubni, are bound to be 
tithed." The Gloss is this ; " They are not mentioned in the 
schools among fruits, unless in respect of tithing.'*^ These 
words are recited in Erubhin: where P the word ^yT\ H**! 
Bethrhem is writ, *'31*'n*'2 Beth-jme, and ^33110 Tubni is writ 
NmtO TuMna. 

Beth-hene certainly seems to be the same altogether with 
our Bethany; and the name to be drawn from the word ^'i'TTM 
Ahene^ which signifies the " dates of palm-trees,^' not come 
to ripeness : as the ^"^ also signifies ^' green-figs,^' that is, 
such figs as are not yet ripe. 

And now take a prospect a little of mount Olivet. Here 
you may see olive-trees ; and in that place is Gethsemane, 
"The place of oil-presses." There you may see palm-trees 
growing ; and that place is called Bethany, ^^TT} n**! " The 
place of dates." And we may observe in the gospel-history, 
how those that met Christ, as he was going forward from 
Bethany, had branches of palm-trees ready at hand. There 
you may see fig-trees growing; and that place was called 
Bethphage^ '^ The place of green-figs." 

™ Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 203. ° Chap. i. 

" Bab. Pesachin, fol. 53. i. p Erubhin, fol. 38. 2. 
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Therefore^ some part of Olivet was called Bethany from 
the palm-trees ; there was a town also, called of the same 
name, over-against it. The town was fifteen furlongs distant 
from Jerusalem. And the coast of that name went on, till 
it reached the distance of a sabbath-day's journey only from 
the city. 

• CHAP. XLIIq. 

D^'DIS. 2Koirrfs. Scopo. 

In that manner as mount Olivet lay over-against^ the city 
on the east, the valley of Eedron running between, — so, on 
the north, behind a valley somewhat broader, stretched out 
from Sion northward, the land swelled into a hill, at the place 
which from thence was called Zophim ; because thence there 
was a prospect on all sides^ but especially towards the city. 

Concerning it Josephus' thus: '^ Csesar, when he had 
received a legion by night from Ammaus, the day after 
moving his tents thence, 'EttI rov YtKO-nhv KoKoifievov TrpSa-fKrip' 
"EpOtv rj T€ irJAiy rjhtj KaT€<f>aCv€To, icai rb tov vaov yiiyiOoi tKkaiir 
irpov, &c. He entered into Scope so called. Where the city 
appeared, and the greatness of the Temple shining out : as 
that plain tract of land, touching upon the north coast of the 
city, is truly called Scopus^ The Viewer/' 

Hence those canons and cautions : " He ^ that pisseth, let 
him turn his face to the north : he that easeth nature, to the 
south. R. Josi Ben B. Bon saith. The tradition is. From 
Zophim and within :*' — that is, if this be done by any one 
from Zophim inwards, when he is now within the prospect 
of the city ; when he pisseth, let him turn his face to the 
north, that he do not expose his modest parts before the 
Temple : when he easeth nature, let him turn his face to the 
south, that he expose not his buttocks before it. 

''If* any one, being gone out of Jerusalem, shall remember, 
that holy flesh is in his hand, if he be now gone beyond 
Zophim, let him bum it in the place where he is.'' (For it 
is polluted by being carried out of the walls of Jerusalem.) 
'' But if he be not beyond Zophim, let him go back, and bum 

4 BmgUth folio edit, vol. ii. p. 41. " Hieroe. Beracoth, fol. 13. 2. 
' Joseph, de Bello, lib. v. cap. 8. ' Bab. Beracoth, fol. 49. 2, 
[Hudson, p. iai6. 1. 31.] [v. a. 3.] 
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it before the Temple." Where the Gloss thus; "Zophim is 
a place whence the Temple may be seen.'^ But another 
Gloss doth not understand the thing here of that proper 
place, but of the whole compass about the city, wheresoever 
the city could first be seen. So R. Eliezer, of Abraham, 
going from the south to Jerusalem, "The* third day they 
came to Zophim : but when he came to Zophim, he saw the 
glory of the Divine Majesty sitting upon the Mount ^ 
(Moriah). 

CHAP. XLIIL» 
Ramah. BamcUhaim Zophim. Gibeah. 

There was a certain Bamah, in the tribe of Benjamin, 
Josh, xviii. 25, and that within sight of Jerusalem, as it 
seems, Judg. xix. 13; where it is named with Gibeah: — and 
elsewhere, Hos. v. 8 ; which towns were not much distant. 
See I Sam. xxii. 6 ; '^ Saul sat in Gibeah, under a grove in 
Bamah.'^ Here the Gemaristsy trifle: "Whence is it (say 
they) that Bamah is placed near Gibea ? To hint to you, that 
the speech of Samuel of Ramah was the cause, why Saul re- 
mained two years and a half in Gibeah.^^ They blindly look 
over Bamah in the tribe of Benjamin, — and look only at 
Bamah in Ephraim, where Samuel was bom. 

His native town is very often called Bamah, once Ba- 
mathaim Zophim, i Sam. i. i . " There was a certain man of 
Bamathaim f* that is^ one of the two Ramaths, which were 
sumamed also ^ Zophim. "* A like form of speech is that 
I Sam. xviii. 2 1 ; "^a Wnilfl D^J^tKl '* In one of the two, 
thou shalt be my son-in-law.'*' That town of Samuel was 
Bamath Zophim; and this of Benjamin, was Bamath Zophim 
also: but by a different etymology, as it seems: — that, it 
may be, from Zuph, SauPs great-great-grandfather, whence 
that country was so called, i Sam. ix. 5 ; this, from Zophim, 
of which place we have spoke in the foregoing chapter. 

Gibeah was Saul's town. Kdfiri^ raPaO-^aovKri KoXovfxivri. 
'2fifJLaCv€i ii TovTo X6<l>ov ^aovXov' bUxpvra iiro tQv 'UpoaoKv^ 
Ik&Vy S(rov ivo rpiiKovra orajbLtiV '^ The town called Gkbbath- 

^ Pirke R. Eliezer, cap. ^i. > Joseph, de Bell. lib. v. c. 6. 

» Leutden^s edttion, vol. ii. p. 203. [Hudson, p. 1215. 1. 27.] [v. a. i.] 
r Bab. Taanith, fol. 5. 3. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Nob. Bahurim. 93 

Saul. This signifieth SaulVbill^ whioh is distant from Jeru- 
salem about thirty furlongs.*^ Hence you may guess at the 
distance of Rama from Jerusalem. Josephus calls the neigh- 
bouring place of Gibeali, ""AKavS&p aik&va- " the long Valley 
of Thorns :^ perhaps, the valley under the rock Seneh [n3D] : 
of which mention is made^ i Sam. xiv. 4. 

CHAP. XLIV.a 
Nob. Bahurim. 

That Nob was placed in the land of Benjamin, not far 
from Jerusalem, whence Jerusalem also might be seen, — the 
words of the Chaldee paraphrast^ upon Isa. x. 32, do argue. 
For so he speaks ; " Sennacherib came and stood in Nob, a 
city of the priests, before the walls of Jerusalem ; and said 
to his army, ^ Is not this the city of Jerusalem, against which 
I have raised my whole army, and have subdued all the pro- 
vinces of it ? Is it not small and weak in comparison of all 
the fortifications of the Gentiles, which I have subdued by 
the valour of my hand V He stood nodding with his head 
against it, and wagging his hand up and down,*" &c. Where 
Kimchi thus ; '' Jerusalem might be seen from Nob. Which 
when he saw from thence, he wagged his hand, as a man is 
wont to do, when he despiseth any thing," &c. And Jarchi 
thus ; " When he stood at Nob, he saw Jerusalem,"" &c. 

The Talmud ists^ do concur also in the same sense with 
the Chaldee paraphrast, and in his very words ; adding this 
moreover, — that all those places, which are numbered-up by 
Isaiah in the place alleged, were travelled through by the 
enemy with his army in one day. 

The tabernacle sometime resided at Nob, when that was 
destroyed, it was translated to Gibeon. ** And the days of 
Nob and Gibeon"' (they are the words of Maimonides^) " were 
seven-and-fifty years." 

We meet with mention of Bahurim, a Sam. xvi. 5. It 
was a Levitical city, the same with Almon, Josh. xxi. 18; 
which is also called Alemeth, i Chron. vi. 60. Those words, 
" And David came to Bahurim," in the place alleged in the 

■ EngUsh folio edit. vol. ii. p. 43. *» Bab. Sanbedr. fol. 94. a. and 95. i. 
c'Maim. in Beth Habbechirah, cap. i. 
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Book of Samuel, the Chaldee renders, ny Ms'^'D "HI t^nW 
nt:hv " And David the king came to Almath/' Where 
Eirachi thus ; *' Bahurim was a city of the Benjamites, and is 
called in the Books of the Chronicles, ^ Alemeth;' for Bahurim 
and Alemeth are the same."" Both sound as much as^ young 
men. 

CHAP. XLV. 

Emmaus. Kiriath^'eurim. 

" From Beth-horon ^ to Emmaus it was hilly.'^ — It • was 
sixty furlongs distant from Jerusalem. — 'OtcTaKoaiois^ 8> fw- 
VOLS, iifh rfjs arpaTWLS hia<f>i€ixivois^ x<opCov ihonK^v {Ov€<n:a<riavhs) 
«Jy KaToCicrja-iVy 5 KoXetrat iikv 'AfXfjLaov^, dir^x** ^^ ^**'' *l€po<roXv- 
fiMv arabiovs k^rfKOirra. '' To eight hundred only^ dismissed 
the army, (Vespasian) gave a place^ called Ammaus, for them 
to inhabit : it is sixty furlongs distant from Jerusalem." 

I inquire, whether this word hath the same etymology 
with Emmaus near Tiberias, which, from the * warm baths,' 
was called HGH Ohammatk The Jews certainly do write 
this otherwise; namely, either D1MDt^> as the Jerusalem Tal- 
mudists in the place above cited ; or, Dlt^D'^J^» as the Misna. 

" The 8 family (say they) of Beth-Pegarim, and Beth Zip- 
peria was DIND*'^^ otU of Emmaus.** — The Gloss is this ; 
" Emmaus was the name of a place, whose inhabitants were 
Israelite gentlemen, and the priests married their daughters." 

Josephus, mentioning some noblemen, slain ^^ by Simeon 
the tyrant, numbers one Aristeus, who was " a* scribe of the 
council yivo^ i£ 'A/m/utaovy, and by extraction from Ammaus." 
By the same author is mentioned also *Avavos^ S iir* 'A/m- 
IJM0VS9 ^^ Ananus of Ammaus," one of the seditious of Jeru- 
salem ; who nevertheless at last fled over to Caesar. 

Eiriath-jearim was before-time called Boole , 2 Sam. vi. 2 ; 
or Baolath, 1 Chron. xiii. 6. Concerning it, the Jerusalem 
writers speak thus ; " We ^ find, that they intercalated the 
year in Baalath. But Baalath was sometimes assigned to 
Judah, and sometimes to Dan. Eltekah, and Gibbethon, and 

^ Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 38. 4. *» Leusden*8 edition, vol. ii. p. 304. 

« Luke xxiv. 13. * Dc Bello, lib. v. cap. 33. [v. 

t Joseph, de BeUo, lib. vii. cap. 37. 



13- »0 

k Ibid. 



[Hodaon, p. 131 1. 1. i5.]*[vii. 6. 6.] ^ Ibid. lib. vi. cap. 23. [vi. 4. 2.] 
ff Erachin, cap. 2. hal. 4. ^ Hieros. Sanhedr. fol. 18. 3. 
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Baaleth; behold, these are JuddhP (Here is a mistake of 
the transcribers, for it should be written, of Dan, Josh. xix. 
44.) '' Baalah, and Jiim, and Azem, — behold, these are of 
Dan"' (it should be written, of Judah, Josh. xv. 29); '' namely, 
the houses were of Judah, — the fields of Dan.**^ 

Inra Psal. cxxxii. 6 ; "We heard of it"" (the ark) " in 
Ephratah'^ (that is, Shiloh, a city of Ephraim) ; ^' we found 
it in the fields of the wood" ("^3^ ^'Tto, that is, in Kiriath- 
jearim, i Sam. vii. i, &c.) 

CHAP. XLVI. 

The country of Jericho, and the situation of the City. 

Here we will borrow Josephus's " pencil, *I8/wTat ^ikv iv 
'n^hlx^j y\fiKov Vk xmipKivroA a\rn\^ koX SiKapirov 6po<i firfKiarov^ &c. 
" Jericho is seated in a plain, yet a certain barren mountain 
hangs over it, narrow, indeed, but long ; for it runs out north- 
ward to the country of Scythopolis, — and southward, to the 
country of Sodom, and the utmost coast of the Asphaltites." 

Of this mountain mention is made, Josh. ii. 22, where the 
two spies, sent by Joshua, and received by Bahab, are said 
to " conceal themselves." 

'Ai^r^cc&rai bi tovt<d rb n€pl tov ^lopbimjv Spos, &c. " Op- 
posite against this, Ues a mountain on the other side Jordan, 
beginning from Julias on the north, and stretched southward 
as far as Somorrha, which bounds the rock of Arabia. . In 
this is a mountain, which is called the Iro7i mountain, reach- 
ing out as far as the land of Moab. But the country which 
lies between these two mountainous places, is called the Great 
Plain (Mcya 'n^llov), extended from the village Ginnaber to 
the lake Asphaltites, in length a thousand two hundred fur- 
longs'" (a hundred and fifty miles), " in breadth, a hundred 
and twenty furlongs^ (fifteen miles); and Jordan cuts it in 
the middle." 

Hence you may understand more plainly those things that 
are related of " the plains of Jericho," 2 Kings xxv. 5 ; and 
what Tj Tt^plxf^po^ rdv 'lopbiuov, " the region about Jordan,"' 
means, Matt. iii. 5. 

'Air€X€4 bi 'If/MMToAtJ/KDV fiiv arabCovs iKarop it^vrfiKOina, tov 

"* Engti$h folio edit, vol. ii. p. 43. 

» J08. de Bello, lib. iv. cap. 37. [Hudson, p. 1193. 1. 38.[ [iv. 8. a.] 
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ik 'lop^ivov ilrJKovra, &c. " Jericho is distant from Jerusa^ 
lem a hundred and fifty furlongs^ (eighteen miles and three 
quarters), '^and from Jordan sixty furlongs'*' (seven miles and 
a half). " The space from thence to Jerusalem is desert and 
rooky ; but to Jordan and the Asphaltites, more plain, indeed, 
but alike desert, and barren/^ 

This our author asserts the same distance between Jericho 
and Jordan elsewhere^ in these words: Ol® bi, TtevrrfKovTa 
'npo€k06vT€S (rribia, fiiWovrat, aTpaT6'ir€bov init hiica (nahlunv r^9 
''UpvxpvvTor " But the Israelites, travelling forward fifty fur- 
longs from Jordan, encamped the distance of ten furlongs 
from Jericho :" that is, in Gilgal, in the east coast of Jericho, 
Josh. iv. 19. 

But concerning the distance between Jericho and Jeru- 
salem, he does not seem to agree with his countrymen. For, 
however they, according to their hyperboUcal style, feign 
very many things to be heard from Jerusalem as far as Je- 
richo, — to witP, the sound of the gate of the Temple, when it 
was opened, — the sound of Migrephah, or the Uttle bell, &c. 
yet there are some of them, who make it to be the distance 
of ' ten parsffi.'' " Babbath<) Bar Bar Channah saith, Babbi 
Jochanan saith, ''D^d'^ IH'^^'^v CH^^D from Jerusalem to 
Jericho were ten parsce : and yet, from thence thither the 
voice of the high-priest, in the day of expiation, pronouncing 
the name Jehovah^ was heard, &c. The hinges of the gates 
of the Temple are heard fQlD "^?2inn HDIDIDI as far as the 
eighth bound of the sabbath ;" that is, as far as a sabbath-day's 
journey eight times numbered. The Gloss hath these words ; 
" The hinges, indeed, not farther, but the gates themselves 
are heard to Jericho." There is an hyperbole in their mea- 
suring of the space, as well as in the rest. 

^EKTwp&Tai bi &pq Oipovs TO itebCoif^ koI bC uTrep/SoX^i; avxr 
pLov wfptc'xet vo(T(i!br) Tov aipay &c. " And that plain burns in 
the summer, and, by too much heat, renders the air unhealth- 
ful : for it is all without water, except Jordan ; the palms that 
grow in whose banks are more flourishing and more fruitful 
than those that grow more remote.''^ 

Tlapa pAvToi t^i; '{^piypvvri, ian Trvyrj, bayjfLXris re, koL irphs 

o Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [v. i. 4.] p Tamid, cap. iii. hal. 8. 

<) Bab. Joma, fol. 20. 2. et 39. a. 
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iif^la^ KivcLpdraTTi, vaph r^i; TroAaioj; itvafiXvCova-a itSKiv^ &c. 
" Near Jericho ^ is a very plentiful spring, and very rich for 
watering s and moistening the ground; it riseth near the 
old city» and Jesus the son of Nave took it. Of which spring 
there is a report, that, in former times, it did not only make 
the fruits of the earth and of the trees to decay, but also the 
offspring of women ; and was universally unwholesome and 
harmful to all : but it was changed into a better condition 
by Elizeus, &c. (see 2 Kings ii. 21). So that those waters, 
which before were the cause of barrenness and famine, did 
thenceforth produce fruitfulness and abundance : and they 
have so great' a virtue in their watering, that whatsoever 
place they touch, they bring on to a very speedy ripeness." 

Kcu TSihioif fjiv iireiaip ifibofxriKOPTa arajbiav fxrJKOs^ eSpos 5^ 
tUoaiir " And they overflow the plain seventy furlongs in 
length, and twenty in breadth : and there they nourish very 
&ir and thick gardens of palm-trees of divers kinds, &c. 
That place also feeds bees, and produceth opobalsamum, and 
oyprinum, and myrobalanum : so that one might not call it 
amiss &€lov rb \idpiov^ ' a divine country,"' &c. 

Strabo^ speaks like things, *\€pi\ois hi iari irfhlov iciKkia 
ir€pi€x6ix€vov dp€ivii Tivi, &c. " Jericho is a plain surrounded 
with mountains, which in some places bend to it after the 
manner of a theatre. A grove of palm-trees is there, with 
which are mixed also other garden plants, a fruitful place, 
abounding with palm-trees for the space of a hundred fur- 
longs, all well watered, and full of habitations. The royal 
court and paradise of balsam is there/' &c. 

And Pliny «; " Jericho, planted with groves of palms, and 
well watered with springs," &c. 

Hence the city is called, the " city of palm-trees,'' Deut. 
xxxiv. 3, and Judg. i. 16 : where for that, which, in the He- 
brew, is D^^Dfln *^^yD> From the city of palm-trees, the 
Targum hath IH^'» Wn^p pi From the city Jericho : 
which nevertheless Kimchi approves not of, reckoning the 
city of palm-trees to be near Hebron: whom see. See also 

' Hudson, 1104. 6. « Strabo, Geogr. lib. xvi. [c. a.] 

• Leusden's eoUion, vol. ii. p. 205. « Plin. lib. v. cap. 14. 
^ English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 44. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. H 
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the Targnm upon Judg. iii. 13, and Kimchi there; aod the 

Targum upon Judg. iv. 5. 

When you take a view of that famous fountain^ as it is 

described by Josephus, thence you understand what waters 

of Jericho the Holy Ghost points out in Josh. xyi. i. — And 

when you think of that most pleasant country watered from 

thence, let that Babbinioal story oome into your mind, of 

in'n*» 7© 13Cm The gifi of Jericho, of five hundred cubits 

square, granted to the suns of Hobab, Moses's father-in-law : 

of which see Baal Turim^ upon Mum. x. 29, and the Babbins 

upon Judg. i. 

CHAP. XLVII. 

Jericho itself. 

We read, that this city was not only wasted by Joshua 
with fire and sword, but cursed also. ^' Cursed be he before 
the Lord, who shall rise up and build that city Jericho,^' Josh, 
vi. 26. " Nor was another city to be built (says the Tal- 
mudists 7), which was to be called by the name of Jericho : 
nor was Jericho itself to be built, although to be called by 
another name." And yet I know not by what chance this 
city crept out of dust and rubbish, lived again, and flourished, 
and became the second city to Jerusalem; The same per- 
sons which were just now cited, suppose that the restorer of 
it was Hiel, the son of Jehoshaphat, to wit, the same Math 
Jechiel, a Chron. xxi. 2 ; " Hiel (say they*) was of Jehosha- 
phat, and Jericho of Benjamin." And that is a just scruple, 
which B. David ^ objects, — how it came about, that the pious 
king Jehoshaphat should suffer such a horrid thing to be 
done within his kingdom 2 Much more, how this should have 
been done by his son i Let them dispute the business ; we 
hasten somewhere else. 

That, which ought not to be done, — being once done, 

stands good. Hiel did a cursed thing in building Jericho : 

yet Jericho was not to be cursed, being now built. A little 

after its restoration^ it was made noble by the schools of the 

prophets^ 2 Kings ii. 5 ; and it flourished with the rest of 

the cities of Judea unto the destruction of the nation by the 

Babylonians. 

y Hieros. Sanhedr. fol. 29. 4. * Id. ibidem. 

* Kimchi upon 1 Kings xvi. 
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It flourished more under the second Temple, so that it 
gave place to no city in Judea ; yea, all gave place to it, 
besides Jerusalem. A royal palace ^ was in it^ where Herod<^ 
ended his days: a Hippodromus^, where the Jewish nobility, 
being imprisoned by him, were to be slain, when he expired : 
an amphitheatre^ where his will was publicly opened, and 
read over ; and sometime a sessions of the Sanhedrim, and 
" a noble troop of those, that waited in their courses at the 
Temple.'' 

"The^ elders sometime assembled together in the cham- 
ber Beth-gadia in Jericho : the Bath Kol went forth, and 
said to them. There are two among you, who are fit to receive 
the Holy Ghost, and Hillel is one of them : they cast their 
eyes upon Samuel the Little, as the second. Another time 
the elders assembled together in a chamber in Jafne; the 
Bath Kol went forth, and said, There are two among you, 
who are fit to receive the Holy Ghost, and Samuel the Little 
is one of them : they OBAt their eyes upon B. Lazar. And 
they rejoiced, that their judgment agreed with the sentence 
of the Holy Ghost." 

" There s is a tradition \ that there were, at Jerusalem, 
twenty-four thousand men of the station ; and half a station*" 
(that is, twelve thousand men) '* at Jericho. Jericho also 
could have produced a whole station ; but because she would 
give place to Jerusalem, she produced only the half of a 
station." 

Behold ! ^ five hundred men of every course residing at 
Jericho ! But what were they ? They were ready at hand to 
supply any courses that wanted, if there were any such at 
Jerusalem ; and they took care of supplying them with neces- 
saries, who ofiiciated at Jerusalem. Hence it is the less to 
be wondered at., if you hear of a priest and a Levite passing 
along in the parable of him, that travelled between Jerusalem 
and Jericho, Luke x. 31, 32. 

In so famous and populous a town, there could not but 
be some council of three-and-twenty, one, at least, of more 

^ Strabo, lib. xvi. [c. 2.] [i. 35. 8.] 

« Joseph. Antiq. lib. xvii. cap. 10. ' Hieros. Avod. Zarab, fol. 42. 3. 

[xvii. 8.1 ^ English folio edit. vol. 11. p. 45. 

<* Ibid. cap. 8. [xvii. 6. 5.] *» Hieros. Taanith, fol. 67. 4. 

« Id. de Bello, lib. i. cap. ult. * Leusdens edition, vol. ii. p. 206. 
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remark, if not more, — when so many of the stations dwelling 
there were at hand, who were fit to be employed in govern- 
ment ; and so many to be governed. 

•^n^^^ ^©DM^ " The men of Jericho are famed for six things 
done by them : in three of which the chief council consented 
to them, but in the other three they consented not."*" Those 
things, concerning which they opposed them not, were 
these : — 

T. DVn *?D D'^'^jTr pn'^S'^D " They ingrafted, or folded, 
together, palm-trees every day.*" Here is need of a long 
commentary, and they produce one, but very obscure. The 
business of the men of Jericho was about palm-trees ; which 
they either joined together, and mingled males with females, 
or they ingrafted, or (as they commonly say) inoculated the 
more tender sprouts of the branches into those, that were 
older. So much indulgence was granted them by the wise 
men concerning the time, wherein these things are done, 
which, elsewhere, would scarely have been suffered ; unless, 
as it seems, the nature of the place, and of the groves of 
palms, required it. 

II. ytyO nW \^T\^ '* They folded up the recitations of 
their phylacteries:^^ that is, either not speaking them out 
distinctly; or omitting some doxologies or prayers; or pro- 
nouncing them with too shrill a voice. See the G^mara and 
the Gloss. 

III. noiyn ^3D^ I'nrmai "^ysyp " They reaped, and ga- 
thered-in their sheaves, before the sheaf [of first-fruits] was 
offered :" and this, partly, because of the too early ripeness 
of their com in that place ; and, partly, because their com 
grew in a very low valley, and therefore it was not accounted 
fit to be offered unto the Mincha, or daily sacrifice. See the 
Gloss. 

The three things, concerning which the wise men consented 
not to them, were these : — 

I. Wipn hv) nrraa \n'^ryO Such fmits and branches, 
also certain fmits of the sycamine-trees, which their fathers 
had devoted to sacred uses, — they alienated into common. 

II. nncn Onwan nnnD yhy)i^ ''They ate, on the sab- 
bath-day, under the tree, such fmits, as fell from the tree,^^ 

^ Pesach. cap. 4. hal. 8. 
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although they were uncertain whether they had fallen on the 
sabbath-day or the eve of the sabbath : for such as fell on 
the sabbath were forbidden. 

III. pT7 HMD |^3m3 They granted a comer of the garden 
for herbs, in the same manner as a comer of the field was 
granted for com. 

Let the description of this city and place be concluded 
with those words of the Talmud, in the place ^ noted in the 
margin : '^ Do they use a certain form of prayer upon balsam I 
MDD^DMT MfTOD. Blessed be he, who hath created the 
ointment of our land.'^ The Gloss is, " The ointment of our 
land : for it grows lit Jericho ; and, for its smell, it is called 
irrn^ Jericho : and it is that Pannag of which mention is 
made in the Book of Ezekiel. ^ Judah and the land of Israel 
were thy merchants in wheat of Minnith and Pannag.' This 
I have seen in the book of Josephus Ben Gorion.'^ Judge, 
reader. 

CHAP. XLVIII.m 

Some miscellaneous matters belonging to the Country 
about Jericho. 

Let us begin from the last encampings of Israel beyond 
Jordan. 

Num. xxxiii. 49 : *'*' They encamped near Jordan from Beth- 
jeshimoth unto Abel-shittim.*" — " From"» Beth-jeshimoth to 
Abel-shittim were twelve miles. ^' It is a most received 
opinion among the Jews, that the tents of the Israelites in 
the wilderness contained a square of twelve miles. So the 
Targum of Jonathan, upon Num. ii. 2 ; " The encamping of 
Israel was twelve miles in length, and twelve miles in breadth.'' 
And the Gemarists^ say, " It is forbidden a scholar to teach 
a tradition before his master, yea, not to do it, until he be 
twelve miles distant from him, according to the space of the 
encamping of Israel. But whence is that space proved ? * And 
they encamped near Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth to Abel- 
shittim.' — How far is that ? Twelve miles.'^ 



1 Bab. Berach. fol. 43. i. Gittin, fol. 4^. 3. 

^ EngUshfoUo edit. vol. ii. p. 46. <> Hieros. in the place above. 

» Hieroe. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. & 
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TheyP believe, also, that the bulk of the host took up the 
same space, while they passed Jordan. Nor is it unfit so to 
believe : for it^ indeed, seems at least to have taken up a very 
large spaoe in its passage: this especially being observed, 
that, while the ark stood in the middle of Jordan, none might 
come within two thousand cubits near it, Josh. iii. 4. When, 
therefore, it is said, '' that the people passed over against 
Jordan," it is to be understood of the middle of the host,— or 
of those that carried the ark, and of those that went next 
after the ark. 

From«l Abel to Jordan, were sixty furlongs (seven miles 
and a half). The breadth of Jordan from bank to bank was 
but of a moderate space. The Jerusalem Talmudistsi* do 
write thus of it, in some part of it : "A fire sometime passed 
over Jordan'' (that is, a flame kindled on this bank flew over 
to that). " But how far is the flame ^ carried? B. Eleazar 
saith, For the most part to sixteen cubits ; but when the 
wind drives it, to thirty. — B. Judah saith. To thirty cubits ; 
and, when the wind drives it, to fifty. — B. Akibah saith. To 
fifty cubits ; and when the wind blows, to a hundred." 

From ^ Jordan to Gilgal were fifty furlongs (six miles and a 
quarter). Therefore the whole journey of that day, from 
Abel to Oilgal, was fourteen miles, or thereabouts. The 
Talmudists, being deceived by the ambiguity of the word 
hihi Gilgal^ extend it to sixty " miles, and more : whom see 
afterward quoted in the eighty-eighth chapter. It is thus 
said in Midras Tillin, " Saul * went, in one day, threescore 
miles.**' 

Of the stones, set up by Joshua in Jordan and Gilgal, the 
Gemaristsy have these words :►— "B. Judah saith. Aba Cha- 
laphta, and B. Eleazar Ben Mathia, and Chaninah Ben Gha- 
kinai, stood upon those stones, and reckoned them to weigh 
forty sata each.*" 

P Bab. Sotah, fol. 34. i. in the ^ Joseph, in the place above. 
Gloss. ^ Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 44. i. 

«I J08. Antiq. lib. v. cap. 1. [v. « Midr. Till. fol. 7. 4. 

y Bab. Sotah, 34. i. Tosapht. in 
ava Kama, fol. 3. 5. Sotah, cap. 8. 
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* Leu8den*$ edition, vol. ii. p. 207. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 
Hebron. 

From Jericho we proceed to Hebron, far off in situation, 
bnt next to it in dignity: yea, there was a time, when it 
went before Jerusalem itself in name and honour ; — namely, 
while the first foundations of the kingdom of David were 
laid ; and, at that time, Jericho was buried in rubbish, and 
Jerusalem was trampled upon by the profane feet of the 
Jebusites. 

Hebron was placed^ as in the mountainous country of 
Judea, so in a place very rocky^ but yet in a very fruitful 
coast. 

^Ti D'^ttnW ^^ \^M " There» is no place, in all the land of 
Israel, more stony than Hebron : thence, a burying-place of 
the dead is there.'" The Oemarists sift what that means: 
'' Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt^ Num. 
xiii. 22."' And they reduce it to this sense, which you may 
find cited also in B. Solomon, upon that text of Moses, 
^ There is no land more excellent than Egypt ; as it is said, 
' As the garden of the Lord, as Egypt:' nor is there in Egypt 
any place more excellent than Zoan ; as it is said, ^ Her 
princes were in Zoan;^ and yet Hebron was seven times 
nobler, however it were rocky, than Zoan." For this tradi- 
tion obtained» among them, yrono D'^CnS nWODD '»'?''M 
*^ Bams from Moab, lambs from Hebron.'^ And to this they 
apply that of Absalom, " Let me go, I pray, to Hebron» 
that I may pay my vow. — And why to Hebron ! — R. Bar Bar 
Ghanan saith, He went thither, that thence he might fetch 
lambs for sacrifice, pcn M'^^H nnij^ M^IM MtCnbpl 
M3^*^3p For the turf was fine, yielding grass acceptable to 
sheep," &c. 

You may observe the situation of Hebron, in respect of 
Jerusalem, from those things which are related of a daily 
custom and rite in the Temple. "The^ president of the 
service in the Temple was wont to say every morning. Go, 
And see whether it be time to kill the sacrifice. If it were 
time, he, that was sent to see, said, **Mpn2 It is light. Mathia 

s Bab. Sotah, in the place above. ^ Joma, cap. 3. hal. a. Tamid;, 
* EngUihfoUo edit, voL ii. p. 47. cap. 3. hal. a. 
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Ben Samuel said. The whole face of the east is light unto 
Hebron : to whom another answers^ Well,^ &c. Upon which 
words Rambam^ thus; '' There was a high place in the 
Temple^ whither he who was sent to see went up ; and when 
he saw the face of the east shining, he said^ ^^b^p^l^ It is light, 
&o. And they who were in the court, said, ]1^^n2 WIHtD iy 
What ! As the light is unto Hebron ? — That is, Is the light 
come so far, that thine eyes may see Hebron ? — And he an- 
swered, Yes." So also the Gloss upon Tamid ; " The morn- 
ing (saith he, who is on the roof) is seen as far as Hebron ; 
because they could see Hebron thence." 

'' And«^ therefore they made mention of Hebron, (although 
the east was on that coast), that the memory of the merit 
of those, that were buried in Hebron, might occur at the 
daily sacrifice.'^ They are the words of the author of Ju- 
chasin, out of which those are especially to be marked^ 
" Though the east was on that coast f or, *' Though the east 
were on that quarter of the heaven." Consider which words, 
and consult the G^marists upon the place quoted : for they 
understand those words, — ** What I As the light is unto 
Hebron ?" — of the light reaching as far as Hebron ; just as 
the Qloss understands them of his eyes reaching thither that 
went to look. All which things compared^ come at last to 
this, — if credit may be given to these authors, — that Hebron, 
however it be placed south of Jerusalem, yet did dech'ne 
somewhat towards the east, and might be seen from the 
high towers in the Temple and in Jerusalem. Let the reader 
judge. 

Of Machpelah^ the burying-place near Hebron, very many 
things are said by very many men. The city was called 
Hebron, that is, a consociation, — perhaps, from the pairs 
there buried, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their wives. 

Not a few believe Adam was buried there in like manner : 
some, that he was buried once, and buried again. *^ Adam 
said, (say they «), After my death, they will come perhaps, and, 
taking my bones, will worship them ; but I will hide my coffin 
very deep in the earth, * in a cave within a cave,' It is there- 
fore called, the cave Machpelah, or the doubled cave." 

^ Rambam in nv^U^D in Joma. ^ Juchasin, fol. 63. i. 

« Juchasin, fol.5. i. 
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CHAP. hJ 

Of the cities of Bsfuge. 

Hebron, the most eminent among them, excites us to 
remember the rest. ^^ The s Rabbins deliver this ; Moses 
separated three cities of refuge beyond Jordan, [Deut. iv. 41, 
42, 43 ;] and, against them, Joshua separated three cities in 
the land of Canaan, [Josh. xx. 7, 8.] And these were placed 
by one another, just as two ranks of vines are in a vineyard : 
Hebron in Judea against Bezer in the wilderness : Shechem 
in mount Ephraim against Eamoth in Gilead: Kedesh in 
mount Napthali against Golan in Basan. And these three 
were so equally disposed, that there was so much space from 
the south coast of the land of Israel to Hebron, as there was 
from Hebron to Shechem; and as much from Hebron to 
Shechem^ as from Shechem to Kedesh ; and as much from 
Shechem to Kedesh, as from Kedesh to the north coast of 
the land." 

It^ was the Sanhedrim'^s business to make the ways to 
those cities convenient, by enlarging them, and by removing 
every stop, against which one might either stumble or dash 
his foot. No hillock or river was allowed to be in the way^ 
over which there was not a bridge : and the way, leading 
thither, was, at least, two-and-thirty cubits broad. And in 
every double way, or in the parting of the ways, was written 
wVplD» u7pO "Refiige, refuge," — lest he that fled thither 
might mistake the way. 

The^ mothers of the high-priest used to feed and clothe 
those, that for murder were shut up in the cities of refuge, 
that they might not pray for the death of their sons, — since 
the fugitive was to be restored to his country and friends at 
the death of the high-priest : but if he died before in the city 
of refuge, his bones were to be restored after the death of the 
high-priest. 

The^ Jews dream *, that in the days of the Messias, three 
other cities are to be added to those six which are mentioned 

' Leu8den*s edition, vol. ii. p. 308. ' Maccotb, fol. 1 1. 1 . 

9 Bab. Maccotb, fol. 9. 2. ^ English folio edit, vol. ii. p. 48. 

k Maimon. in nv^^, cap. 8. ' Maimon. in the place above. 
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in the Holy Soriptnre, — and they to be among the Kenites, 
the Kenizzites, and the Eadmonites. — Let them dream on. 

** Let ™ him that kills the high-priest by a sudden chance, 
fly to a city of refuge ; but let him never return thence." 
Compare these words with the state of the Jews^ killing 
Christ. ^ 

CHAP. LL 

Bethrlehem. 

The Jews are very silent about this city : nor do I remember 
that I have read any thing in them concerning it^ besides 
those things which are produced out of the Old Testament ; 
this only excepted, that the Jerusalem Gemarists ^ do confess 
that the Messias was bom there before their times. 

(nahlovs TpiaKovTaTtivr€ ^UpocoKiifMov' " Beth-lehem is a certain 
town in the land of the Jews, thirty-five furlongs distant from 
Jerusalem :*" and that towards the south. 

The father of the ecclesiastical annals, citing these words 
of Eusebius, "'Aicjut^o-ai/ToyP h\ lov itoKifwy Irovs d/croifcaidefcd- 
Tov TTJs ffy€fjLOv(as ^Ahpiavov /caret l^-qBriKa 'n6\iv^ [&c. thus ren- 
ders them in Latin ; " Jam<i vero, cum, decimo octavo anno 
imperii Hadriani, bellum, juxta urbem Beth-lehem nuncu- 
patam (quae erat rerum omnium prsesidiis munitissima, neque 
adeo longe a civitate Hierosolymarum sita) vehementius ac- 
cenderetur/' &c. "But now, when in the eighteenth year 
of the empire of Adrian, the war was more vehemently kin- 
dled near the town called Beth-lehem (which was very well 
fortified with all manner of defence, nor was seated far from 
the city of Jerusalem),^' &c. 

The interpreter of Eusebius renders Bi^^xa, Beth-thera : 
not illy^ however it be not rendered according to the letter : 
perhaps k crept into the word instead of />, by the careless- 
ness of the copiers. But by what liberty the other should render 
it Beth-lehem^ let himself see. Eusebius doth certainly treat 
of the city "^n^l, Betar (it is vulgarly written Bitter), of 
the destruction of which the Jews relate very many things 

» Bab. Sanbedr. fol. i8. a. P Euscb. Eccles. Hist. 1. iv. c. 6. 

^ Beraooth, foL 5. i. Q Baron. Anoal. ad annum 

o Just. Martyr, Apol. a. p. 75. Christi, 137. 
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with lamentation : which certainly is scarcely to be reckoned 
the same with Beth-lehem. 

The same father of the annals adds, that fieth-lehem^ from 
the times of Adrian to the times of Constantine^ was pro- 
faned by the temple of Adonis : for the asserting of which 
he cites these words of Paulinas : '' Hadrianus, supposing 
that he should destroy the Christian faith by offering injury 
to the place^ in the place of the passion dedicated the image 
of Jupiter^ and profaned Beth-lehem with the temple of 
Adonis f as also like words of Jerome : yet, he confesses^ 
the contrary seems to be in Origen against Gelsus : and that 
more true. For Adrian had no quarrel with the Christians, 
and Christianity, — ^but with the Jews, that cursedly rebelled 
against him. 

CHAP. LII. 
Betar, ^Ty^l 
Op this city there is a deep silence in the Holy Scriptures, 
but a most clamorous noise in the Talmudic writings. It 
is ^vulgarly written ^n"^2, Betar^ and rendered by Christians, 
Bitter, or Biiher: but I find it written in the Jerusalem 
Talmud pretty' often in the same page ■^iin'^2% to be read, 
as it seems "Vl"]!*'!, Beth- Tar ; and casting away the first 
ri (Thau), which is very usual in the word r\*0,, "MXOii Be-Tar^ 

* the house of the inquirer.' — " Wherefore (say they) was 
■^ri"n^2 Beth' Tar laid waste? Because it lighted candles 
after the destruction of the Temple. And why did it light 
candles! Because the cowweifor» ''tD11T)2 at Jerusalem dwelt 
in the midst of the city. And when they saw any going 
up to Jerusalem, they said to him, ' We hear of you, that 
you are ambitious to be made a captain ^, or a counsellor :' 
but he answered, * There is no such thing in my mind.' — 

* We hear of you, that you are about to sell your wealth.' 
But he answered, ' Nor did this come into my mind.' Then 
would one of the company say, * Whatsoever you ask of 
this man, write it, and I will seal it.' He therefore wrote, 
and his fellow sealed it : and they sent this feigned instru. 
ment to their friends, saying, ^ If N. endeavours to come 

r Leuiden's edition, vol. ii. p. 209. 69. i . 

• Hiero^. Taanhh, foL;^68. 4. et ^ EngliekfoUo edition, Yo\A\.p.4g. 
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again to the possession of his wealth, suffer him not to do 
it, for he hath sold it among us/ ^' 

The principal cause of the destruction of Beth-Tera was 
Ben-Cozba, and his rebellion against the Bomans. The 
Babylonian writers assign another cause. 

nn'^n nnn peOll MpCM " " For the foot of a chariot, was 
Bathara laid waste. It was a custom, that when an infant 
male was bom, they planted a cedar; when an infant female, 
a pine ; and, when the childrea contracted marriage, out of 
those trees they made the bride-chamber. On a certain day 
the daughter of the emperor passed by, and the foot of her 
<;hariot broke. They cut down such a cedar, and brought it 
to her. [The Jews] rose up against them, and beat them. 
It was told the emperor that the Jews rebelled. Being 
&ng^9 he marched against them, and destroyed the whole 
horn of Israel,'' &c. 

" Hadrian^ besieged Bether three years and a half. — 
And y when they took it, they slew the men, the women, and 
the children, so that their blood flowed into the great sea. 
You will say, perhaps, that it was near the sea ; but it was 
a mile distant. The tradition is, that B. Eliezer the Great 
saith, That there were two rivers in the valley of Jadaim, of 
which one flowed this way, — the other, that. And the Rab- 
bins computed that the third part of them was blood, and 
two parts water. It was delivered also, that the heathen 
gathered the vintages, for the space of seven years, without 
dunging the land, because the vineyards were made fruitful 
enough by the blood of the Israelites." 

The Jerusalem writers do hyperbolize enough concerning 
the distance of this city from the sea. " For if you say (say 
they) that it was near the sea, was it not distant forty miles ! 
They say, that three hundred skulls of young children were 
found upon one stone : and that there were three chests of 
torn phylacteries, each chest containing nine bushels: but 
there are others that say, nine chests, each containing three 
bushels.^' 

Josephus mentions 2 B-ffrapiv koIx Kafl^Apro^av^ bvo K^ixai^ 

" Bab. Gittin, fol. 57. i. * Jos. de Bell. lib. iv. cap. 26. 

* Hieros. in the place above. [Hudson, p. 1193. 1. 14.] [iv. 8. i.] 

y Gittin, in the place above. 
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rhi fx€<raiTiTas ttjs 'Ibovfialas ; " Betaris, and Cephartobae, 
two midland towns of Idumea :"" — where by Idumea he means 
the southern part of Judea, especially that that was moun- 
tainous : as appears by the context. He calls Idumea» pro- 
perly so called, MeyctXiyi; 'Idovfia(ai/, " Idumea the Great." 

CHAP. LIII. 

D'HSy, Ephraim. 

We mean not here the land of Ephraim, but a certain 
town in the confines of that land : of which you read a Chron. 
xiii. 19a; and of which the Talmudic writers speak ^: "What 
is the best flour,^ to be offered in the Temple! ^^ Michmas 
and Mezonechah obtain the first place for fine flour ; H'^^'i^tt? 
TX^^'yi D^^Si^ UTn Ephraim in the valley obtains the next 
place to them." These words are not read the same way 
byaU. 

Those of the Mishnaioth, in the eighth chapter, read, as we 
have writ it : the Tosaphtah also reads DD3D Michmas : but 
the Talmud rTOtl D^^MD : the Aruch also hath D^^iD, Mch- 
mas^: -but for nn"^D1tD Mezonechah^ it hath m]3t Zanoah, 
The same also read D^'^^^DV» with the letter y ( Ain) : the Tal- 
mud D'^'^'IIDy Ephoraim : the Gloss saith, D'^'^^^IDy " Epho- 
raim is a city, of which it is thus written in the books of the 
Chronicles, ' And Abijah took D'^'^^^D^ Ephraim.'*^ 

The Gemarists read it after the same manner, D'^'^'^DJ^ 
Ephraim, this story being added d ; ^^)yy) WDm*» Ti^h ^DW 
TW^h " Jannes and Mambres said to Moses, Do you bring 
straw into Ephraim !*" Which the Aruch reciting, adds these 
words ; " There was a city in the land of Israel, very fruit- 
ful in bread-corn, called Ephraim : when Moses therefore 
came with his miracles, — Jannes and Mambres, who were 
the chief of Pharaoh^s magicians, said unto him, This is our 
business, and we can do thus with our enchantments ; you 
therefore are like one bringing straw into Ephraim, which is 
the city of bread-corn, and out of which is provision for many 
places : therefore, how doth any carry in straw thither f^ &c. 

Josephus% speaking of Vespasian, hath these words ^; 

» [p*1Di^, Cthiv; fnBi?, Kri.] Aruch. in >inv 

^ Menacoth, cap. ix. hal. i. « EngUshfoUo ecUtion,vo\M,ii.$^. 

« Aruch in DD3D ' Joseph, de Bell. lib. iv. c. 33. 

d Bab. Menacoth, fol. 55. 1. et [Hudson, p. laoo. 1. 33.] [iv. 9. 9?] 
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^Avafias cb lijv 6p€ivriv, alpeX bvo rfynapxioi, r/jv re roi^vtrir 
i^v Koi T^iv *AKpaPaTr)vriv KoXoviximiv' y^ff Ay Biy^iyXa r€ fccU 
'E<^pat)Lt TsoXix'^ia' " After he went into the hill country, he 
took two Toparohies, — namdy, Gophnitica and Acrabatena : 
and, together with them, Beth-el and Ephraim, two small 
cities/^ Into this Ephraim, we suppose it was that Christ 
retired, in that story, John xi. 54, 

Let us also add these things from the places alleged above. 
R. Josi saith s, " They brought also of the wheat D'^'^rnn 
of Barchaim, and D^PfM 1DD of Vaphar Achttm^; which were 
near Jerusalem.^ 

*' For * oil, Tekoa deserves the first praise. Aba Saul 
saith, m*^ Ragah, beyond Jordan, obtains the next to it. B. 
Eliezer Ben Jacob saith, Gush Ghalab^ in Gulilee, obtains the 
third place." 

p'^ntDjn D^'m-lp»', (otherwise written p'rntDm D'^m'^p, 
in the Aruch it is D'^^PHp) Karchiim and Atolin " produce 
the best wine : Beth Rimmah and Beth Laban, in the hilly 
country,— and Caphar Sigana, in the valley, next to them." 

Let us also add these words elsewhere ^ : ''He eateth all 
manner of victuals, and eateth not flesh : nb^lT ^^"^fl'^M v 
jyh^Vpi the clusters of figs of Keila are brought in. He 
drinks all manner of drink, but he drinks not wine : honey 
and milk are brought in." And elsewhere <" : ''He eateth the 
clusters of Keila (jy^'^Vp TrT'Sli), and drinks honey and 
milk, and enters into the Temple." 

CHAP. LIV. 

pi2 Tsok: andyvnn n*»!, Beth Chadudo. 
Whbn n they sent forth the goat Azazel [ vTWJJ^] , on the 
day of expiation, — ^before that, they set up ten tents, a mile 
distant one from another : where some betook themselves 
before that day, that they might be ready to accompany him, 
who brought forth the goat. Those of the better rank went 
out of Jerusalem with him, and accompanied him to the first 
tent. There others received him, and conducted him to the 

K Tosapbt. in Menacotb, c. 9. ^ Ibid. 

^ Leusden's edition^ yo\,\\.^. 210. ^ Bab. Sanbedrim, fol. 70. a. 

^ Ibid, et Menach. in the place >° Idem, Joma, fol. 76. i. 

above, hal. 3. ^ Bab. Joma, fol. ^, 2, 
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second ; others to the third, and so to the tenth. From the 
tenth to the rook p^S Tiok, whence the goat was cast down, 
were two miles. They, therefore, who received him there, 
went not farther than a mile with him, that they might not 
exceed a sabbath day'^s journey : but, standing there, they 
observed what was done by him. ** He snapped the scarlet 
thread into two parts, of which he bound one to the horns of 
the goat, and the other to the rock : and thrust the goat 
down ; which, hardly coming to the middle of the precipice, 
was dashed and broke into pieces. The rock Tsok therefore 
was twelve miles distant from Jerusalem, according to later 
computation. But there are some, who assign nine-tenths 
only, and ten miles. — See the Gemarists. 

pS liok, among the Talmudists, is any more craggy and 
lofty rock. Hence is that, rh^^) t^'ps ""Wirh n'jsrr», 
** she went up to the top of the rocks and fell." Where the 
Oloss writes, l^'pIS " Tsokin are high and craggy mountains."" 

The first entrance into the desert was three miles from 
Jerusalem, and that place was called m^H H'^l * Beth Cha- 
dudo.' The Misna of Babylon P writes thus of it ; ** They 
say to the high-priest, The goat is now come into the wilder- 
ness." But whence knew they, that he was now come into 
the wilderness ? They set up high stones ; and, standing on 
them, they shook handkerchiefs ; and hence they knew that 
the goat was now got into the wilderness. B. Judah saith, 
* Was not this a great sign to them V T^l ^SH D7ttni**Q 
Y^^ 'a I'mn From Jerusalem to Beth Chadudo were three 
miles. They went forward the space of a mile, and went back 
the space of a mile, and they tarried the space of a mile : and 
so they knew that the goat was now come to the wilderness." 

The Jerusalem Misna thus : <' R. Judah saith, Was not 
this a great sign to them ! plin H^l njn d'?0T1'»» \h^^ '2 : 
From Jerusalem to Beth-horon were three miles. They 
went forward the space of a mile," ko. 

From these things compared, it is no improbable conjec- 
ture, that the goat was sent out towards Beth-horon, which 
both was twelve miles distant from Jerusalem, and had rough 
and very craggy rocks near it : and that the sense of the 

o Bab. Bava Meiia, fol. 36. 9. et 93. 3. p Joma, fol. 26. 8. 
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Greroarists was this, — In the way to Beth-horon, were three 
miles to the first verge of the wilderness, — and the name of 
the place was Beth Chadudo. 



CHAP. LV.q 
Divers matters. 

I. Beth-cerem, Neh. iii. 14. "The' stones, as well of the 
altar, as of the ascent to the altar, were D^D'H**! HyplD 
from the valley of Betbrcerem^ which they digged out beneath 
the barren land. And thence they are wont to bring whole 
stones, upon which the working iron came not." 

The fathers of the traditions, treating concerning the blood 
of women's terms, reckon up five colours of it ; among which 
that D^3-n**a nypao rroiM ^^D'^oa, " which» is like the 
water of the earth, out of the valley of Beth-cerenu" — Where 
the Gloss writes thus, ^* Beth-cerem is the name of a place : 
whence a man fetches turf, and puts it into a pot, and the 
water swims upon it : that is, he puts water to it, until the 
water swims above the turf." 

The G^marists^ examining this clause, hath these words : 
" B. Meir saith. He fetched the turf out of the valley of 
Bethcerem. R. Akibah saith. Out of the valley HDWI'' of 
Jotapata. R. Jose saith. Out of the valley ^^230 of Stent. 
R. Simeon saith. Also out of the valley of Genesara." 

II. W mn'' \)ViyD 'IIZO, Let the author of Aruch» ren- 
der it for me : " The mount of Simeon brought forth three 
hundred bags of broken bread for the poor every sabbath 
evening." But instead of * the mount of Simeon brought 
forth,' — whence it might be taken for the lot of the land of 
Simeon, — he renders it, " Rabbi Simeon brought forth," &c. 

" But why was it laid waste ? Some say, For fornication : 
— others say. Because they played at bowls.*" KcS/mi; Sifia)- 
vLCLSy the town Simonias is mentioned by Josephus in his life, 
^j; fX€OopCois VaXiXalasy " in the confines of Galilee.'" 

III. '^Twoy tribes had nine hundred cities." The Gloss 



<i English foUo edit,, voL ii. p. 51. « Hieros. Taanith, fol. 6p. i. 

' Middotb, cap. iii. hal. 4. ^ Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 31 1. 

" Niddah, cap. ii. hal. ult. 7 Bab. Sanbedr. fol. 1 1 1. 2. 
t Bab. Niddab, fol. 20.1. 
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ia : " There were nine hundred cities in the tribe of Judah, 
and in the tribe of Simeon : therefore, nine became the 
priests' and Levites'.^ See Josh. xxi. i6, and weigh the pro- 
portion. 

IV. " Nittai* the Tekoite brought a cake out of Bitur" 
(in the Jerusalem Talmud it is ^in^**3) ; *' but they received 
it not. The Alexandrians brought their cakes from Alexan- 
dria ; but they received them not. 0*^^11^ nn >WliS( The 
inhabitants of mount Zeboim brought their first-fruits before 
Pentecost ; but they received them not/' &c. The Gloss is, 
■^n**! " Bitar was without the land.'' Therefore, this was 
not that Bitar, whose destruction we have mentioned before. 

D^jHiS 'Ml " Mount Zeboim/' wheresoever it was, was 
certainly within the land : for otherwise the first-fruits were 
not to be recnived from thence. Now they refused them, 
not because they were unlawful in themselves, but because 
they were brought in an unlawful time: for " they» offered 
not the first-fruits before Pentecost/' saith the tradition ; 
where also this same story is repeated. 

Mention is made of l^'^'^ySS hlSO Migdal Zabaaia (a word 
of the same etymology), in that notable story : " Three^ cities 
were laid waste ; T'^iD Chabul for discord : pITtt? Shichin for 
magical arts : l^*'**yi2 TlIfiDI and Migdal Zabaaia'' (or the 
town of dyers) *' for fornication.*' 

V. Socoh, Josh. XV. 35. Thence was Antigonus, some time 
president of the Sanhedrim. 131D tZTM D13'^yiD3M -4»%o- 
nus^ of Soco received the Cabala of Simeon the Just.'' 

VI. nn '^a, and '•a'^p " Be Teri and Kubi:' The Gema- 
rists, speaking of David's battle with Ishbi-benob, 2 Sam. 
xxi, make mention of these things : " When ^ they were come 
to Eubi (say they), they said, ' Let us arise up against him :' 
— when they were come to Be Teri, they said, * Do they kill 
the lion between the two she -whelps ?'" Where the Gloss 
writes thus : '^ David pursued them flying, and he approached 
near to the land of the Philistines : and when he came to 
Eubi, which was between the land of Israel and the Philis- 

* Challab, cap. 4. hal. 10. ^ Avoth, cap. i . hal. 3. Juchag. 

» Biccurim, cap. i. hal. 3. fol. 15. 

^ Hieros. Taanith, in the place ^ Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 95. !• 
before. 

JLIGHTFOOT, VOL. 1. I 
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tines^ they said, &c. *^in "^1 Be Ten is also the name of a 
place." 

VIL M3D13, Gophna. — Concerning the situation of this 
place it is doubted whether it is to be assigned to Judah or 
to the land of Samaria. These things certainly seem plainly 
to lay it to Judea. Josephus saith these words concerning 
Titus marching with his army to Jerusalem: 'E^pi\k€i^ dtct 

rris ^aixapcinbos €ls To(l>va' IvOa ixCav i<rnipav avKia-ifievos, 

ivb rifv loa Ttp6€i,(riy &c. " He passeth swiftly through the 

country of Samaria unto Gophna: where tarrying one 

day, in the morning he marches forward ; and, after some 
days, pitches his station along the valley of thorns unto a 
certain town called Gabath-Saul.'* 

The ' Jerusalem Talmudists % writ^ thus : " Fourscore pair 
of brethren^ priests, married fourscore pair of sisters, priest- 
esses, in Gophna, in one night.*" You will scarce find so 
many priests in the country of Samaria. 

pID'^Sn N3SDia"r MntD33 " The^^ synagogue of the men of 
Gt)phna was in Zippor :*" — whom you will scarcely believe to 
be Samaritans. 

Of > the eleven Toparchies^ the second after Jerusalem was 
Toparchia €K>phnitica, in Pliny ^ Zophanitica, the Toparchy 
of Gophna. 

The word ^ySM Gophna is derived from the vineyarde. 

VIII. pQ^ nypa " The valley of Rinmion.''— " Seven * 
elders came together to intercalate the year in the valley of 
Bimmon : — namely^ B. Meir, B. Juda, B. Jose, B. Simeon, 
B. Nehemiah, B. Lazar Ben Jacob, and B. Jochanan Sande- 
lar.*" And a little after ; *• There was a marble rock there : 
into which every one fastened a nail ; therefore it is called 
to this day, " The Bock of Nails.'' 

IX. " They"» do not bring the sheaf [of first-^fi^tUts] but 
from some place near Jerusalem. But if some place near 
Jerusalem shall not produce those first-fruits, then they fetch 
it farther off. There was a time when a sheaf was brought 

• Joseph, de Bell. lib. r. cap, 6. [iii. 3. 5.] 
[Hudson, p. 1215. 1. 21.] [v. 3. 1.] ^ rlin. lib. v. cap. 14. 

^ Er^tisk folio edit., vol. ii. p. 52. > Hieros. Chaffiff. fo). 78. 4. 
f Hieros. Taamtb, fol. 69. i . ™ Gloss, in Bat). Sanhedr. £ol. 

•» Id. Nasir. fol. 56. i. n. 2. 
' Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 4. 
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out of the gardens of ^^EJ^'^S Zeriphin, and the two loaves out 
of the valley of 131D ^V En-Socar.'' 

X. " They sometime asked R. Joshua, ]rf JTO H'lS **31, 
' What concerning the sons of the envious woman V (as j Sam. 
i. 6.) He answered, * Ye put my head between two high 
mountains, — namely, the school of Shammai and of Hillel, 
that they may dash out my brains : but I testify concerning 
the family D^yinS TX'iyi "^^yw T\^1 of Beth Anubaiy of 
Beth Zebuim : of the family '•SD'^pi H'»! &c. of Beth-Nekiphi, 
of Beth-Eoshesh, that they were the sons of the envious 
woman ; and yet their posterity stood great priests, and of- 
fered at the altar/'' 

CHAP. LVI.n 

Samaria. Syckem. 

*H^ Sofjuzpcin; x<ipa, fi4ai/j itkv t§s ^lovhala^ i(rn koI Tr\s 
ToKiXaias' ipxpijJvr] yhp Atto ttjs iv r<|) MeyiKi^ Treaty k^^Ui^vs 
riPoias opofia iccu/mt;?, iTri\rjy€i rrjs* * AKpaParrjv&v TOTTap\(as' 
i^viTiv ik Ttis 'lovdafa? jcar' ovh\v 8ul</)opos, &c. " The country 
of Samaria lies in the middle, between Judea and Galilee. 
For it begins at a town called Ginea, lying in the Great plain, 
and ends at the Toparchy of the Acrabateni : the nature of 
it nothing differing from Judea,^ &c. 

[*pi'^py Acrabata? was distant from Jerusalem, ^^tHD 
pDSv OV the space of a days journey northtoards.] 

Samaria, under the first Temple, was the name of a city, — 
under the second, of a country. . Its metropolis at that time 
was Sychem; m^in'»'? pITO Dip» " Aq place destined 
to revenges :" and which the Jews, as it seems, reproached 
under the name of Sychar, John iv. 5, from the words of 
the prophet, DnOW **^^3tt) ^^H "Woe to the drunken 
Ephraimites," Isa. xxviii. 1 . The mountains of Gerizim and 
Ebal touched on it. 

The city Samaria was at last called Sebaste ; and Sychem, 
Neapolis. B. Benjamin thus writes of them : " Sebaste ' 
[nS/SDJ is Samaria ; where still the palace of Ahab king of 
Israel is known. Now that city was in a mountain, and well 

^ Jjeusden's edition, vol. ii. p. a 1 3. ^ Tanchum^ fol. 1 7 . a . 

^ Jotepb. de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 4. ' Benjam. in Itiner. mibi p. 60. 

[Hudson, p.iiai. I.14.] [iii. j. 4.] [p. 38.] 
p Maasar Sheni, cap. 5. hal. 3. 

1^ 
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fortified ; and in it were springs, and well-wat«red land, and 
gardens, and paradises, and vineyards, and olive-yards. And 
two parsse thence (eight miles) is Neapolis, which is also Sy- 
chem in mount Ephraim. And it is seated in a valley be- 
tween the mountains Gerizim and Ebal : and in it are about 
a hundred Cutheans observing the law of Moses only, and 
they are called Samaritans : and they have priests of the seed 
of Aaron." And a little after, " They sacrifice in the Temple 
in mount G^erizim, on the day of the Passover, and the feast- 
days, upon the altar, which they built upon mount Gerizim, 
of those stones which the children of Israel set up when 
they passed over Jordan,^ &c. And afterward, " In mount 
Gerizim are fountains and paradises : but mount Ebal is dry, 
like the stones and rocks : and between them, in the valley, 
is the city Sychem." 

Josephus speaking of Vespasian ; *TircaTpe</)€i;* ds 'A/m- 
lAOovvra, 50 €v bih ttjs ^ofxapcCTLbos koX irapa rfiv NcciiroXu; ica- 
Xovixivrjv, MafiapOh bi intb t«i/ imxo>pCoiv, &c. " He turned 
away to Ammaus« thence through the country of Samaria, 
and by Neapolis so called, but Mabartha by the inhabitants," 
&c. wninyD Maabartha. 

" R. Ismael^ Ben R. Josi», D^'^nD'^a ikirh 7tM tcent to 
NeapoUs, The Cutheans came to him : to whom he said, * I 
see that ye do not worship to that mountain, but to the 
idols which are under it : for it is written f * and Jacob hid 
the idols under the grove, which was near Shechem.'' " 

You may not improperly divide the times of Samaria under 
the second Temple into heathenism, — namely, before the 
building of the Temple at Gerizim, — and after that into 
Samaritanism, as it was distinguished from Judaism, and as 
it was an apostasy from it : although both religions indeed 
departed not a hair*s breadth from deceitful superstition. 

The author of Juchasin'^ does not speak amiss here : 
"Then"' (under Simeon the Just) " Israel went into parties. 
Part followed Simeon the Just, and Antigonus his scholar, 
and their school ; as they had learned from Ezra and the pro- 
phets : part, Sanballat, and his son-in-law : and they offered 

« Joseph, de Bell. lib. iv. cap. 26. ^ HieroB. Avodah Zar. fol. 44. 4. 



[Huds. p. 1 193. 1. 18.] [iv. 8. 1.] 
t English foUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 53. 



* Jucbas. fol. 14. 3. 
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saorifioes without the Temple of God, and instituted rites out 
of their own heart. In that Temple, Manasseh^ the son-in- 
law of Sanballat, the son of Joshua, the son of Jozedek the 
high-priest, performed the priest'^s office. And at that time 
Zadok and,Baithus, the scholars of Antigonus, did flourish ; 
and hence was the beginning of the schism ; — namely, 
when, in the days of Antigonus, many went back to mount 
Gerizim." 

Thaty Temple flourished about two hundred years, and* 
it perished by the sword and fire of Hyrcanus : but the Sa- 
maritan superstition perished not, but lasted for many ages ; 
as odious to the Jews as heathenism, John iv. 9. Yet they 
confess that m'^ntO XS^n\2 y'lM the a land of the Sa- 
maritans teas clean, and their fountains clean, and their 
dwellings clean^ and their paths clean.*" But much dispute is 
made about their victuals, in the place noted in the margin. 
" B. Jacob Bar Acha in the name of B. Lazar saith, ' The 
victuals of the Gutheans are lawful,' which is to be understood 
of that food with which their wine and vinegar is not mingled. 
It is a tradition. They sometimes said, Why is the wine of 
Ujlfdlor \yny\^] forbidden ? Because of [its nearness t6\ Caphar 
Pagash. Why the wine of Burgatha ? Because of Birath 
Sorika. Why the wine of En Cushith ? Because of Caphar 
Salama. But they said afterward, If it be open, it is every 
where forbidden ; if it be covered, it is lawful.** And a story 
concerning R Simeon Ben Lazar follows ; who came into a 
certain city of the Samaritans, and a certain Samaritan scribe 
came to him ; from whom when he asked something to drink, 
and it was set before him, yhv PHtOM " he doubted about 
it," &c. And other things to that purpose are read not 
much after : '•jTIO'^DD ^32 VHUn nsntZTM vh No toine 
toas found in all Samaria, on a certain eve of the sabbath, 
but, in the end of the sabbath, there was abundance ; for the 
Syrians had brought it, and the Samaritans received it of 
them,^ &c. 

They^ took not the half-shekel of the Gutheans, nor the 
pigeons of women after child-birth, &c. "Rabbi* said, 'A 

f Juchas. fol. 14. a. ^ Hieros. Avod. Zar., fol. 44. 4. 

* Joseph. Antiq. Hb. ziii. cap. 17. ^ Shekalim, cap. i. hal. 5. 
[xiii. 9. T.] ^ Hieros. there, fol. 46. a. 
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Samaritan is as a heathen/ B. Simeon Ben Gbmaliel saith, 
A Guthean is as an Israelite in all things. B. Lazar, The 
tradition is concerning the heathen^, not concerning the 
Cutheans, &c. But the tradition contradicts B. Lazar/' &c« 
But that deserves to be observed» ]'^CnytD ]T3t 73 D'^H'^S 

yon y\v^i hv on cy»3DN3 hvcw^ w inns» ri^* 

Cuiheans, when they make their md m twmc d hrmd with ike 
Israelites^ are to be believed eenceming the putting away of 
leaven : but when they do not make their unleavened bread 
with the Israelites, are not to be believed concerning the 
putting away of leaven. B. Josah saith, This is to be under- 
stood of them as to their houses ; but as to their courts, they 
may be suspected : for so they interpret, ' Leaven shall not 
be found in your houses ;* not, * in your courts.' — It is a tra- 
dition. Babban Simeon Ben Gamaliel saith, In whatsoever 
precept the Cutheans converse, they are more accurate in it 
than the Israelites. This is to be understood, saith B. Simeon, 
prP3nSD131 pyptDD Vrro naiWM'ia cmceming the time 
past, — namely, when they were scattered about in their towns ; 
but now, when they have neither precept nor any remain- 
ders of a precept, they are suspected, and they are cor- 
rupted." The word ]**ypn©D brings that of B. Abhu to mind, 
who said, 0^11131 lypntTD TTiV'^V "T "Thirteen' cities were 
drowned among the Cutheans \" that is, mixed and con- 
founded among them. It is something difficult what that 
means, " They were scattered in their towns," whether it is 
spoken of the Cutheans residing within their own towns,— or 
of the Jews residing with them, — or of them residing with 
the Jews. Whatsoever that is, it is clear certainly, both 
hence and elsewhere, that the Samaritans sometime did dwell 
together with the Jews, being here and there sprinkled among 
them, and the Jews here and there among the Samaritans. 
Certainly that is worthy of observing which Josephus relates 
of Herod's rebuilding Sebaste, heretofore called Samaria: 
'Epg liAv y€ TTJ Sa^mapetndi, Tr6\iv koXXAit^ TreptjdJX^ T€i,xiai' 
fjLfvoi iirl (nablovs dicoin., «cal Karayayitv i^aici<rxO<(ovs, €h oMfv 
olKTJTopasy &c. ^^ In the land of Samaria (saith he) he com- 

^ Leusden^s edition, yo],\u p. 21^, t Joseph, de Bell. lib. i. fHud- 
® Hieros. Pesachin, fol. 37. a. son, p. 1007. 1. 14.] [i. ai. a.] 

' Ibid. Kiddushin, fol. 65. 3. 
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passed a city with a very fair wall twenty furlongs, and 
brought six thousand inhabitants into it ^ -^ (do you think 
all these were Samaritans !) '^ and on these he bestowed a 
very fertile land ; and, in the middle of this work, he set up 
a very great temple to Gsesar, and made a grove about it of 
three half furlongs, and called the city Sebaste/' 

^' The Samaritans (saith B. Benjamin^) have not the letters 
n (He), or y (Ain), or n (Cheth). n (He) is in the name of 
Abraham, "Tin DhS pW And they have not honour, n, 
Cheth, is in the name of Isaac, TDn Urh \^\^^ And they have 
not mercy, y (Ain) is in the name of Jacob, DH? l^^MI 
m^ And they have not gentUnm. But for these letters they 
use H (Aleph): and hence it is known that they are not of the 
seed of Israel."^ Compare these things with the Samaritan 
interpreter of the Pentateuch, and judge. 

CHAP. LVII. 
Ocesarea. Uiipyos ^Tpirtovos. Strato'e Tower. 

Ths Arabian interpreter thinks the first name of this city 
was Hazor, Josh. zi. i. The Jews, Ekron, Zeph. ii. 4. '' B. 
Abhu saith k,'' (he was of C»sarea,) Ifpyri pIpV " Ekron 
shall be rooted out;" this is Caesarea, the daughter of Edom, 
which is situated among things profane. She was a goad, 
sticking in Israel, in the days of the Grecians. But when 
the kingdom of the Asmonean family prevailed, it overcame 
her, &c. B. Josi Bar Chaninah saith. What is that that is 
written, ' And Ekron shall be as a Jebusite V (Zech. ix. 7.) 
These are the theatres and judgment-seats which are in 
Edom, in which the chief men of Judah hereafter shall pub- 
licly teach the law. R. Isaac said, Leshem is Panias, and 
Elaron is Csesarea, the daughter of Edom." 

The Jews are scarce in earnest when they say Csesarea is 
the same with Ekron : but partly, they play with the sound 
of the words tr\\f}f ' Ekron,** and IpV W ' shall be rooted out ;' 
partly, they propound to themselves to reproach her^ while 
they compare that city, for the most part heathen, with 
Ekron, the city of Beelzebub. 

'^ EugU$h folio edition, vol. ii. p. 54. ' In Itinerar. mihi, p. 65. [p. 39.] 
k Bab. Megill. fol. 6. i. 
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When the Asmoneans had snatched away this city out of 
the hand of the Grecians, the name of it was changed into 
^y^ h^yo rrvm^ " The taking of the tower Shur,"" as 
the Oemarists tell us in the place alleged : or as the author 
of Juchasin, " The * taking of the tower ^1S Tzur :"— or as 
the Jerusalem Talmudists (unless my conjecture deceives me), 
"T^ f^j?^'" " the tower Sid'' Whether out of these words 
you can make out the name of iripyos ^Tpiravosy " the tower 
of Strato,'' it is your part to study ; that certainly was the 
denomination of this place before it was called Csesarea. 

It was distant six hundred furlongs, or thereabout, from 
Jerusalem (that is, seventy-five miles), as Josephus relates 
in that story of an Essene Jew that prophesied. Who", 
when he saw Antigonus, the brother of Aristobulus, passing 
by in the Temple, having been now sent for by his brother 
(indeed, that he might be slain by treachery), " O strange ! 
(saith he) now it is good for me to die ; because that which 
I foretold proves a lie. For Antigonus lives, who ought this 
day to die : and Strato's tower is the place appointed for his 
death : koI tov ijikv xopCov arahiovs iir^xp^o^ k^oKoaCovs' which 
is distant six hundred furlongs hence : and there remains yet 
four hours of day. But the very time makes my prediction 
false." Having said these things, the old man remained per- 
plexed in his thoughts ; but by and by news was brought 
that Antigonus was slain in a certain place underground <>, iv 
(TKOTcivfi TWL TTap6b(^. ** iu a certain dark passage,^^ which also 
was called l^Tpixiavos irvpyo^, " Strato's tower."" 

Herod built the city to the honour and name of Csesar, and 
made a very noble haven at vast expenses. U6\iv? Trcurav 
iviicTKTf XevK^ \(0<^, Koi XafiTTporiTois iKoapLriirc fiaa-iKflois, iv jj 
fuiXtora to </>t;<r€i fi€ya\6vovv iirfbeC^aro, &c. ^'He built all 
the city with white stone, and adorned it with most splendid 
houses : in which especially he shewed the natural greatness 
of his mind. For between Dori and Joppa, in the middle of 
which this city lay, it happened that all the sea- coast was 
destitute of havens, &;c. He made the greater haven of Pi- 

1 Juchas. fol. 74. 1. ^ Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 214. 

^ Hieros. Sheviith. fol. 36. 3. P Joaeph. Antia. lib. zv. cap. 10. 

"> Joseph. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 19. [Hudson, p. 694. 1. 31 ; and 1008. 1. 

t Hudson, p. 589. 1. 42.1 [xiii. 1 1. 2] 4.] [xv. 9. 6. De Bell. i. 21. 5.] 
)e Bell. lib. i. cap. 3. [i. 3, 5.] 
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reus^ &o : and^ at the mouth of it^ stood three great statues, 
&c. There were houses joining to the haven, and they also 
were of white stone, &c. Over against the haven's mouth 
was the temple of Gsesar, situate upon a rising ground, excel- 
lent both for the beauty and greatness of it ; and in it a large 
statue of Csesar^ &c. The rest of the works, which he did 
there, was an amphitheatre, a theatre, and a market, all 
worthy to be mentioned,^ &c. See more in Josephus. 

Gsesarea was inhabited mixedly by Jews, heathens, and 
Samaritans. Hence some places in it were profane and un* 
clean to the Jews. 

"R. Nichoniiq Bar R. Chaija Bar Abba said'. My father 
passed not under the arch of Gsesarea ; but R. Immi passed. 
R. Ezekiah, R. Cohen, and R. Jacob Bar Acha, walked in 
the palace of Gsesarea: when they came to the arch, R. 
Gohen departed from them ; but when they came to a clean 
place, he again betook himself to them.'*'* This story is 
recited Beracoth, fol. 6. i ; and there it is said that they 
walked in the palace of Zippor. 

"One* brought a bill of divorce from the haven of Gse- 
sarea. Concerning which when judgment was had before R. 
Abhu, he said, There is no need to say, It was written, I 
being present, — and I being present, it was sealed. pMI, 
I'^^D'pS pIDp 712? HD'^cb For the haven of Gsesarea is not 
as Gsesarea.**" 

Of the various strifes and uproars between the Csesarean 
Greeks and Jews, in which the Jews always went by the 
worst, Josephus hath very much. 'Erepa rapa)(Tl\ (rvvtaTarat, 
ii€pl Kataip€iav, tQv ivofit^yixdv^tv ^lovbaC<av irphs Tois iv avrrj 
2i6povi oTcuTiaaivTiav' "Another disturbance (saith he^) was 
raised at Gsesarea, of the Jews mingled there, rising up against 
the Syrians that were in it.'' The contest was about priority 
and chiefdom, and it was transacted before Nero, «cal^ ol Kot- 
trapioiP ''EXX.7jv€9 viKfja-avrts^ &c. " And the Greeks of Gsesarea 
overcame,'" &c. Where the reader will observe, that the 
Syrians and Greeks are convertible terms. 

Q English folio edition, toI. ii. p. ^ De Bello, lib. ii. cap. 23. [Hud- 
65- son, p. 1076. 1. 25.] [ii. 13. 7.] 

' Hieros. Nazir, fol. 56. i. " Ibid. cap. 25. [ii. 14. 4.] 

• Id. Gittin, fol.43.2. 
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In^ this city were the first seeds of a direful war, by reason 
of workshops, built by a certain Greek of Gaesarea, near a 
synagogue of the Jews. Twentyy thousand men were slain 
there afterward on one sabbath-day. You may read of more 
seditions and bloodshed at that plaoe, before the destruction 
of the nation, in the author quoted. 

Long after the destruction of it, here the schools and 
doctors of the Jews flourished ; so that ^^D'^pl ]*'311 " the 
Babbins of Gaesarea'" are celebrated every where in the Tal- 
mudical books'. 

I. B. Hoshaia Rubba^ or the Great. — ^^ B. Jochanan said. 
We travelled to B. Hoshaia Bubba to Csesarea, to learn the 
law." 

II. B. Abhu. — '' B. Abhu* appointed divers sounds of the 
trumpet at Csesarea." — **B. Abhu^ sent his son from GsBsarea 
to Tiberias to the university,'' &c. — *' The Outheans^^ of Osb- 
sarea asked B. Abhu, saying. Your fathers were contented 
with our things, why are not ye also ? He answered. Your 
fathers corrupted not their works, but you have corrupted 
them.'' 

III. B. Achavah and B. Zeira. — ^'B. Mena<^ said, I travelled 
to Gsesarea, and I heard B. Achavah and B. Zeira.'' 

IV. B. Zerikan.— " B. Mena^ said, 1 heard B. Zerikan at 
Gaesarea.'^ 

V. pD**pl 'nianSD ^1 " B. Prigorf ^ of Gaesarea." 

VI. UUaS of Gaesarea. And, 

VII. B. Ada^ of Gaesarea, and B. Tachalipha, &c. 

Mention is made of (pD^'pl \kFnr\r:^ «ntD:3) "the^ syna- 
gogue Mardatha, (or Maradtha,) of Gaesarea:" we do not 
inquire of the reason of the name, for it is written elsewhere 
MilTTO Mntt?3D "TheJ^ synagogue Madadta;"— in both places 
with this story joined ; '^ B. Abhu sat teaching in the syna- 
gogue Maradta of Gaesarea. The time came of lifting up 
hands, and they asked him not of that matter. The time of 

^ Ibid. cap. ag. • Id. Pesachin, fol. a8. i. 

7 Ibid. cap. 3a. [ii. 18. i.] ' Idem. Trumotli, fol. 47. 4. 

s Hieros. Tnimotb, foL47. i. t Id. PesacbiD, fol. ^o. i. 

* Juchas. in foL 7. i. ^ Id. Roeb Hanhanftn, foL 59. 3. 

^ Id. ibid. * Hieros. Nazir, fol. 56. i. 

c Hieros. Arod. Zar. fol. 44.4. ^ Id. Boacoth, fol. 6. i. 

^ Id. Challah, fol.67.i. 
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eating came, and of that thejr adted him. To whom he re- 
plied, Ye ask me conoerniiq; the time of eating, but not of 
the lifting up of hands. Which when they heard, every one 
withdrew himaelf, and fled." 

CHAP. LVIII. 

AfUipatris. ohw 1D3i Caphar Salama. 

Wb find this town marked out heretofore by a double 
name, if we believe some. i. It is called Ka^o/xraXofia by 
some, of which mention is made by Josephus^ and the Book 
of the Maccabees. 2. Xa(f>ap{aPa by Josephus himself : Ae^- 
eras'" Zi 'AAcfoyftpoy t^v iipobov avrov [*AvTi6\ov AiomWv] 
Ti(f>pov 6pvTT€L PaOclav, iv6 rrjs Xa(f>[fi'\apCafia KaTop^iiuvos, ^ 
vvv ^kimitarph «coXetrai, &c. ^' But Alexander, fearing his^ 
[Antiochus Dionysius] ''coming, digs a deep trench, begin- 
ning at Capharzaba, which is now called Antipatris, unto the 
sea of Joppa, a hundred and fifty furlongs."^ Note, by the 
way, from Joppa to Antipatris is a hundred and fifty furlongs, 
that is, eighteen miles. 

Wei> will not contend about the name ; of the situation of 
it, as it stands almost in all maps, we doubt. We will give 
the reason of our scruple by those things that follow ; in the 
mean time we will give some history of the place. 

I. Herod built it in memory of his father Antipater. Kal<^ 
yap rf varpX pLvrjpifiov «car^oTT/crc, Koi 9r({\iv, fjv iv r^ KaWlan^ 
rrjs fiaaiXtlas ir^bU^ xrCaas^ iroTCLfAoXs r€ ical b4vbp€<Ti itkovaCop, 
iv6pM(r€P *AvTivaTpCba : *' For he raised (saith Josephus) a mo- 
nument to his father, and a city, which he built in the best 
plain of his kingdom, rich in springs and woods, and called it 
Antipatris."^ 

II. Hither was Paul brought when he was carried to 
Gsesarea, Acts xxiii. 31 ; where, unless those words, rfyayov 
bia rfis pvKTos e2s riiv ' kvn-narpiha^ be rendered by no unusual 
interpretation, ^^ they brought him by night towards Anti- 

> Joseph. Antiq. lib. zii. cap. 17. 56. — LeutdaCM edUum, voL ii. p. 

[zii. 10. 4.1 I Mice. vii. 31. 215. 

** Joaqph. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 03. <> Joteph. de B«Uo, lib. L cap. 1 6. 

[Hndson, p. 508. 1. 4^.] [xiii. 15. iT] [Hudson, p. 1009. 1. 17.] [i. 21. 9.] 

o English folio edttton, vol. ii. p. 
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patris/' — you must place that city much nearer Jerusalem 
than almost all the maps do. 

III. This measuring once and again occurs among the 
Gemarists, D'^tOD''ZODM Ijn ni^D " From Gebath to Antipa- 
tris/' — '^From Gebath to Antipatris (say theyP) were sixty 
myriads of cities, the least of which was Beth-Shemesh/' We 
do not assert the truth of the thing ; we only take notice of 
the phrase. 

And again ; '* Hezekiah the king (say theyq) fixed his 
sword to the door of Beth-Midras, and said. Whosoever 
studieth not the law shall be run through with that sword. 
They make inquiry from Dan even to Beersheba, and found 
not any one uninstructed ( Y^Mn CV ') : W niHD» from 
Gebath to Antipatris, and found not boy or girl, man or 
woman, who did not well know the traditions of cleanness and 
uncleanness."" Where the Gloss is ; " Gebath and Antipatris 
were places in the utmost borders.^' — Think of the scene of 
the story, and how such an encomium could reach as far as 
Antipatris, almost in the middle of Samaria, as it is placed in 
the maps. And what authority had Hezekiah to make inquiry 
among the Samarit.ans ? 

The Talmudists also say, that the meeting of Alexander 
the Great, and of Simeon the Just, was at Antipatris. " The 
Gutheans (say theys) prayed Alexander the Great, that he 
would destroy the Temple [of Jerusalem]. Some came, and 
discovered the thing to Simeon the Just. Therefore what 
does he! He puts on the high-priesfs garments, and veils 
himself with the high-priest^s veil : and he and the chief men 
of Israel went forth, holding torches in their hands. Some 
went this way and others that, all night, till the morning 
brake forth. When the morning grew light, said (Alexander) 
to his men, Who are those ! — The Jews, said they, who have 
rebelled against you. When they were come D'^I2D''t03l^v 
to Antipatris, the sun arose, and they were met by these : 

P Hiero8. Taanith, fol. 69. 2. et de uno homine id efferunt, oro 

Megill. fol. 70. 1. Idiota, Ignaro, Imperito, Vili, &c. 

4 Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 94. a. Buxtorf Lex. Chald. Talm. sub v. 

' [7*\»!7 D5. Poi)alu8 tenw, i. e. ta? col. 1625-6.] 

Vulgus, plebs imperita. Judsei etiam * Id. Joma, fol. 69. i . 
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when Alexander saw Simeon the Just h'ghting down out of 
his chariot he worshipped him/' &o. 

Do you think that the high-priest, clothed in his priestly 
garments, and the Jews, went through all Samaria almost in 
such solemn procession! Josephus, relating this story, only 
the name of Jaddua changed, saith, this meeting was tls^ 
rAnop Ttvh Sa^ct KeySfx^vov, Th bi SvofjM tovto ii€Ta(l>€p6fi€vov €& 
T^iv ^EKkTjviKfiv yX^TTav o-icoirV €rr]naCv€t^ Sec. "at a certain 
place called Sapha. But this name, being changed into the 
Greek language, signifies, A watch-tower. For the buildings 
of Jerusalem and the Temple might from thence be seen.'" Of 
which place he and we treat elsewhere under the name of 
^Koirhs, ScopuSy and D^EJ')^» Tzcphim. 

CHAP. LIX. 

Galilee, h^hi- 

" There" is Gtililee the upper, and Galilee the nether, and 
the valley. From Gaphar Hananiah, and upwards, — what- 
soever land produceth not sycamines, is Galilee the upper: 
but from Gaphar Hananiah, and below, whatsoever produceth 
sycamines, is Galilee the nether. There is also the coast of 
Tiberias, and the valley.'' 

Avo* y oiaas rhs TaXiXaCa^y rrjv t€ iv(a, Koi t^v icdroi vpoaa» 
yopevofjiivriVy &;c. " Phoenice and Syria compass both Galileos, 
both the upper and the nether, so called. Ptolemais and 
Carmel bound the country westward.'' 

That which is said before of the sycamines, recalls to mind 
the city Sycaminon, of which Pliny speaks : " We must go 
back (saith hex) to the coast, and to Phoenice. There 
was the town Grocodilon : it is a river. The remembrance 
of cities. Dorum, Sycaminum, the promontory Carmel," &o. 

And* Josephus* : "Enk^va-c, koI KaraxOas eJs rriv Xtyofihnip 
2vKifuvov, &c. " He set sail, and, being brought to the city 
called Sycaminum, there he landed his foroes.*" 

* Antiq. lib. xi. cap. 8. [Hudson, f Nat. Hirt. lib. 5. cap. 19. 

p. 50g. L 20.] [xi. 8, 5.] « EngUgh folio edition, vol. ii. 

^ Sheviith, cap. 9. nal. 2. p. 57. 

^ Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 4. * Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. ao. [Huds. 

[Hodson, p. II30. 1. 14.] [iii. 3. i.J p. 592. 1. ic] [xiii. 12.3.] 
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rUITDp© Shikmonah the name of a place, among the Tal- 
mudistfl, seemed to design that town. *> y^n ]^^tDD ^^^Tfl 73 
nJlOp© "^niD. Where the Gloss saith, TOTOptD ' Shikmonah 
is the name of a place/ 

Since the whole land of Samaria lay between Judea and 
Galilee, it is no wonder if there were some difference both 
of manners and dialect between the inhabitants of those 
countries. Concerning which, see the eighty-sixth and the 
eighty-seventh chapters. 

AiaKdaiai^ Koi T^aaap^s Kara rifv roXtXa^z' tlai ^oAet; fcol 
Kdfiai. *' There are two hundred and four cities and towns in 
Galilee :'* — ^which is to be understood of those that are more 
eminent and fortified. 

In^ nether Galilee, those, among others, were fortified by 
Josephus, — Jotopata, Beersabee, Salamis, Pareccho, Japha, 
Sigo, Mount Itaburion, Tarichee®, Tiberias. 

In upper Galilee, the rock Acharabon, Seph, Jamnitb, 
Mero. More will occur to us as we go on. 

CHAP. LX. 

SeythopoKs. ^btV tV^9 Beth-shean^ the beginning of Galilee. 

Thb bounds of Galilee were, *Avb^ ii€(n]y^pias^ SofuipiV re 
icoi ^Kv6&no\i9^ M^XP^ '^^v ^lopbivov p€COpa>v ^' on the south, 
Samaris and Scythopolis, unto the flood of Jordan.^ 

Scythopolis is the same with Beth-shean, of which is no 
seldom mention in the Holy Scriptures, Josh. xvii. 1 1, Judg. i. 
27, I Sam. xxxi. 10. B€d<rivri KoKovfJiivri irpi^ 'EAAi{i^ir 2icv^<$- 
TToXts: "Bethsane (saith Josephuss), called by the Greeks 
Scythopdis.'" It was distant but a little way from Jordan, 
seated in the entrance to a great valley : for so the same 
author writes, Aiafiiirrcs ^^ Tbv *lopbdvrjv, fJKOv cis rb Miya 
'jr€blov, at ic€?rat Kara ttpouiaitov Tr6Kt9 BeOaivrj, &c. '* Having 
passed Jordan, they came to a great plain, where lies before 
you the city Bethsane," &c. 

^ Demai, cap. i. hal. ' Jos. de Bell. lib. iiL cap. 4. 

« Joseph, in his life, with me, [Huds. p. 1120.] Ilii.3. i.] 
p. 642. [c. 45.] ff Id. Antiq. lib. xii. cap. la. 

^ Idem de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 42. [Huds. p. JJ43. 1. 29.] [xii. 8.1.] See 

[ii. 30. 6.1 also lib. xiii. ci^. 13. [ziii. 6. i.j 

• Leusaen^s edition, vol. ii. p. 216. 
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" Before-time it was called Nysa (Pliny^ being our author), 
by Father Bacchus, his nurse being there buried." 

It was a part of the land of Israel, when it was first sub- 
dued ; but scarcely, when it was subdued the second time ; 
as B. Solomon* speaks not amiss. Hence it passed into a 
Greek denomination^ and was inhabited by Grentiles. Among 
whom nevertheless not a few Jews dwelt, who also had some- 
time their schools there, and their doctors. p7M© ''JMWn^a 
•^DmSS The mm of Beth^shean asked B. Immi, What if a 
man take away stones from one synagogue, and build another 
synagogue with them ! He answered. It is not lawful^." And 
mention is made^ ^MWH^IQ iHDyO o/ something done in 
Bethshean by the doctors about the wine of the heathen.*^ 

^* Resh Lachish"^ saith, If Paradise be in the land of Israel, 
nnil'^D tWtDn^n Beth-shean is the gate of it: if it be in 
Arabia, Beth-geram is the gate of it : if among the rivers, 
Damascus.'' The Gloss is, ** The fruits of Beth-shean were 
the sweetest of all in the land of Israel.'* D^'pHTT UltDD "^73 
&c. ^* Fine<^ linen garments were made in Beth-shean." 

CHAP. LXI.^ 
Caphar Eananiah, rPMPT "^M. The Middle of Galilee. 

It seems also to be called ' Caphar Hanan f hence SpV^ ^ 
pn "1031 " B. Jacob of Caphar Hananp." 

Mention is made of this place once and again : '* If 9 any 
one have five sheep in Caphar Hananiah, and five more in 
Ck^har Uthni ]^'in\^ "^Ml]» they are not joined together,^ 
that is, they are not numbered to be tithed, ^^ until he hath 
one in Zippor." — The Gloss is, " From Caphar Uthni to 
Caphar Hananiah, are two-and-thirty miles, and Zippor is in 
the middle." 

" The' men of the family of Mamal, and the men of the 
family of G^rion, in the years of dearth, distributed to the 
poor figs and raisins in Arumah. And the poor of Caphar 

^ Nat Hist. lib. v. cap. i8. » Hicroe. Kiddush. fol. 63. 3. 

* R. Sol. in Demai, cap. i. » EngUshfoUo edit. vol. ii. p. 58. 

k Hieros. Megill. fol. 73. 4. P Hieros. Avod. Zar. fol. 43. 2. 

1 Avod. Zarab, cap. 4. hal. 2. ^ Bab. Berac. fol. 55. i. 

» Bab. Embhin, fol. 19. i. ' Bab. Embh. fol. 51. i. 
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Shichin, and the poor of Gaphar Hananiah, came: 71^ pStDHO 
D^nnn and token it now grew dark^ they contained them- 
selves within the bounds [of the sahhath']^ and in the morning 
went forward." The Gloss is, '^ Arumah is the name of a 
place. The poor of Gaphar Shichin were neighbours to those 
of Arumah, being distant only four thousand {cubits),^ Which 
distance exceeding a sabbath-day's journey, the poor^ before 
the coming-in of the sabbath, contained themselves within 
the bounds of Arumah ; that^ the morning following^ they 
might betake themselves to the houses of those that dis- 
tributed their charity, and not break the sabbath. He that 
turns over the Talmudical writers will meet with very fre- 
quent mention of this city. 

You observe before in Pliny, that Sycaminum was seated 
between Dor and Garmel ; and in the Talmudic writers, that 
the plenty ot sycamines began at Gaphar H&naniah. 

GHAP. LXII. 
The disposition of the tribes in Galilee, 

The country of Samaria contained only two tribes, and 
those of the brethren, £phraim and Manasses : Galilee four, 
Issachar, Zebulun, Nephthalim, and Asher, and a part also of 
the Danites. 

The maps agree indeed about the order in which these 
tribes were seated, but about the proper place of their situa- 
tion. Oh how great a disagreement is there among them! 
The tribe of Issachar held the south country of Galilee : some 
maps place it on the south of the sea of Gennesaret, not illy : 
but it is iU done of them to stretch it unto the sea it^lf : 
and others, worst of all, who set it on the west of that sea. 
Of this land Josephus writes thus ; ical" firra TotJroiy *l<rixapi9y 
KipixriK6p T€ Jpoy, koI tov iroTOfibv rod firiKOVS novricrayAvri rip- 
fwva, TO ^i ^Irafivpiov Spos tov TrKirovs : " And after these (the 
Manassites) Issachar maketh mount Garmel and the river her 
bounds in length, and mount Itaburion in breadth.'' 

The country of Zabulon touched upon that of Issachar on 
the north. Some maps spread it out unto the sea of Genne- 
saret ; some place it a long way above that sea northwardly ; 
> Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [Hudson, p. i88. 1. 17.] [v. i. 33.] 
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the former not well, — the latter exceedingly* ill. Of it thus 
writes the same Josephus^ Zaj3ovAa>r^rat" r^v yiiyjn T€vvr\<ra' 
pCriJbofy Ka&qKOvacLV hi Tttpl KipixrjXov koX Odkaa-aaVy iKaxov 
^' The Zabulonites had for their portion the land unto Gen- 
nesaret^ extending unto Garmel and the sea/' Observing 
that clause fi^xP^ rcpvrja-apCTiJbos, ^' unto Gennesaret, " we 
(persuaded also by the Talmudical writers, and led by reason) 
do suppose the land of Zabulon to lie on the south shore 
and coast of the sea of Gennesaret, and that whole sea to be 
comprised within the land of Nephthali. With what argu- 
ments^ we are led we shew afterward, when we treat of that 
sea. Which assertion, we know» is exposed^ and lies open to 
this objection : — 

Object. Josephus saith, in the place but now quoted, that 
T^? roXtXaia; rh, KaOihrepdcv, lo>9 rod Aifiivov Spovsy kolL tQv 
Tov ""lopbii/ov irqy&Vy *'*' the upper parts of Galilee unto mount 
Libanus, and^ the springs of Jordan,^ belonged to the por- 
tion of Nephthali. But now if you stretch the portion of 
Nephthali from the springs of Jordan to the utmost southern 
coast of the sea of Gennesaret (which our opinion does), 
alas, how much doth this exceed the proportion of the other 
tribes ! For from Scythopolis, the utmost south border of 
Galilee, to the south coast of the sea of Gennesaret, was not 
above fifteen miles : within which space the whole breadth of 
the two tribes of Issachar and Zabulon is contained. But 
from the south coast of Gennesaret to the springs of Jordan, 
were about forty miles ; which to assign to the land of Neph- 
thali alone, is neither proportionable nor congruous. 

Ans. This objection indeed would have some weight in it, 
if the land of Nephthali did extend itself eastwardly as much 
as the land of Issachar and Zabulon. For these run out as 
far as the Mediterranean sea ; but that hath the land of 
Asher, and the jurisdiction of Tyre and Sidon lying between 
it and the sea. So that when the breadth of those countries 
is measured from south to north, the breadth of this is mea- 
sured from east to west. There is therefore no such great 
inequality between these, when this is contained in the like 

* Leuiden's etUtian, vol. ii. p. 217. » Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [ibid.] 

' English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 59. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. K 
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straits of breadth with them, and they enjoy the like length 
with this. 

The confines of the land of Nephthali bounded the land 
of Asher on one side, and those of Tyre and Sidon on the 
other : and this land, in the same manner as the portion of 
Nephthali, extends itself in length from south to north ; and 
(which somewhat agrees with our opinion, and answers the 
objection mentioned before) Josephus allows it a greater 
length than we do the land of Nephthali, or at least equal to 
it. For, T^i;y Vk Atto roO KapyL-qkov Koikiiha irpotrayop^vofxivrjv^ 
^ih TO Koi ToiavTfjv €lvaij ^Aarfpirai <f>4povTai irourav rfiv M 
XibQvos T€TpafifjLivriif' '* The Asherites possess all that hollow 
valley so called, because it is such that runs from Garmel to 
Sidon." 

CHAP. LXIII. 

The toest coast of Galilee-Carmd. 

The 2 people of Issachar had Tippjova rov p.rJK0V9 Kipp,ri\ov 
Kal Ttorapiv " Garmel and the river for their bounds in 
length:" the people of Zabulon, lL&ppr\\ov koX diXaa-crav, 
" Garmel and the sea." 

Garmel was not so much one mountain as a mountainous 
country, containing almost the whole breadth of the land of 
Issachar, and a great part of that of Zabulon. It was, as it 
seems, a certain famous peak among' many other mountain 
tops, known by the same name, lifted up and advanced above 
the rest. The* promontory Garmel, in Pliny, and in the 
mountain a town of the same name, heretofore called Ecba- 
tane []n3py] ; where probably Vespasian sometime consulted 
the*> oracle of the god Garmel. 

The sea washes upon the foot of the mountain. '< B. Sa- 
muel <^ Bar Ghaiah Bar Judah said, in the name of B. Ghani- 
nah^ Any one sitting upon mount Garmel when the orb of the 
setting sun begins now to disappear, if he goes down and 
washes himself in the great sea, and goes up and eats his 
Truma \rvyr\F\]y 'rSID DVn nptn %ti$ to be presumed that 
he washed in the day time.'* 

y Joseph. [Ibid.] « Ibid. »> Tacit. Hist. lib. ii. 78. 

* Plin. Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 19. « Hieros. Berac. fol. 2. i. 
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Yiipli,ri\ov KoL vorayAv* "Oarmel and the river/' What 
is that river? Eishon, say the maps : for some describe it not 
far from Garmel, pouring out itself into the sea : and that not 
without a reason^ fetched from i Kings xviii. 40. But you 
must suppose Kishon to flow south of Garmel^ — not, as some 
would have it, on the north. 

'' The lake Gendevia flows at the foot of Garmel ; and out 
of it the river Pagida or Bel, mingling glassy sands with its 
small shore;'' so Pliny<i, — who hath moreover these words, 
** Near is the colony of Glaudius Csesar^ Ptolemais, heretofore 
Ace, the town Ecdippa, the white promontory, Tyrus, hereto- 
fore an island, &c. Thence are the towns Ide [otherwise 
Enhydra], and Sarepta, and Ornithon ; and Sidon, skilful in 
making glass/' &c. 

These places you may call not so much the bounds of 
Galilee as of Phoenicia : for in Ptolemais itself, or Aeon, was 
the separation and parting of the land of Israel from Phceni- 
cia. Hence Josephus, Avo® d' oi!<ra; r^? TaXtXaias, &c. 
^' Phoenice and Syria do compass the two Ghdilees, the upper 
and the nether so called: and Ptolemais and Garmel set 
bounds to the country on the west." — What ! do Ptolemais 
and Garmel stint the whole^ length of Gblilee on the west \ 
He had said elsewhere, which we also have produced else- 
where, that the land of Nephthali was extended as far as 
mount Libanus (on the north) : alas, hows far behind Pto- 
lemais I And the land Asher was extended so far also : but 
" Ptolemais was the sea-borders of Palestine" (to use Pliny's 
words), for from hence onward were the territories of Tyre 
and Sidon ; and Ghdilee was not now bounded any longer by 
the sea, but by those territories. 

We saw in the scheme produced by us in the second 
chapter of this little work, wherein the compass of the land 
under the second Temple is briefly described, how 13jn t^^'^tt?, 
" The walls of Aco^ are there set for a bound ; and that in 
the sense which we speak of, which afterward also will ap- 
pear more. Those names, therefore, which follow in the 
mentioned scheme, to wit, I. vhhyi Mn"»2p, II. niTiaSj 

^ Plin. in the above place. ' Leusdrn's edition, vol. ii. p. 318. 

® Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 4. ^ English foUo eiUtum, vol. ii. 
[Hudson, p. iiac] [iii. 3. i.] p. 60. 

K 2 
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III. nn'^Jt n^'D, IV. M'^ynp, and some others, seem to 
denote the places which were the boundaries between Galilee 
and the borders of Tyre and Sidon. 

CHAP. LXIV.n 

Acon^ \2V' PiolefMiis. 

Tlp6<r€<m S ff TtSXts [^cSrri] Trjs TakiKaCas TtapikioSy &C. 
" Ptolemais*^ (which is also called Aeon) " is a city of Gulilee 
on the sea-coast, situate in a great champaign, but it is com- 
passed with hills; on the east, sixty furlongs off, with the 
hill-country of Galilee ; on the south with Carmel, distant a 
hundred and twenty furlongs ; on the north, with a very high 
mountain which is called Climax" (or the ladder), '* belonging 
to the Tyrians, and is a hundred furlongs distant. Two 
miles off of that city the river Beleus flows, a very small one, 
near which is the sepulchre of Memnon ; having about it the 
space of a hundred cubits, but weU worthy admiration. For 
it is in the form of a round valley, affording glassy sand, 
which when many ships coming thither have gathered, the 
place is again replenished 'i.'' 

:pD23 133^) ]yS^h "^^ytD "From" Aeon onwards to the 
north" (is heathen land), and Aeon itself is reckoned for the 
north (that is, for heathen land). 

" In^ Aeon the land of Israel is, and is not/' And there- 
fore, ^' B. Josi Ben Hananiah^ kissed the arch of Aeon, and 
said, Hitherto is the land of Israel.'' 

^*R. Simeon™ Ben Gamaliel said, I saw Simeon Ben Cahna 
drinking wine in Aeon, &c. But was it within the bounds 
of the land or no V See the author of Juchasin disputing 
largely of this matter, in the place of the margin". 

There was the bath of Venus in Aeon [^^H^CM 7C? YTHD] • 
Where <> R. Gamaliel washing, was asked by a certain heathen 
(whose name in the Jerusalem Misna is DiSdITD p DITpHD, 
in the Babylonian D1DD17D p Dl7p1")D * Proculus, the son 
of the philosopher^), *' What have you to do with the bath 

^ Jo8. de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 17. < Id. Sheviith, fol. 3^. 3. 

[Hudson, p. 1068. 1. 12.] [ii. 10. 2.] °> Id. Challab, fol. 60. 2. 

' R. Nissin in Gittin, cap. i. " Juchas. fol. 71. i. 

^ Hi«ro8. Gittin, fol. 43. 3. ^ Avod. Zarah, cap. iii. hal. 4. 
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'Aippobbii^, of VenuSy — Then it is written in your law, * There 
shaU not cleave to thy hand any of the accursed thing V He 
answered, I must not answer you in the "bath" (because you 
must not speak of the law when you stand naked). " When 
he came out therefore he said, I went not into her bounds, 
but she came into mine." (The Gloss is, ^The bath was 
before she was.**) ''And we say not, Let us make a fair 
bath for Venus, — but, Let us make a fair Venus for the 
bath," &c. 

A story, done at Aeon before B. Judah, is related, not 
unworthy to be mentioned. " Babbi® came to a certain 
place, and saw the men of that place baking their dough in 
uncleanness. When he inquired of them, Why they did so, 
they answered, A certain scholar came hither, and taught us, 
^^''©aTD pM Q^)yS2 V2 the waters D'^S^n are not of those 
waters (that bring pollution). 'y\ nh ^ZTd a'»»! '•D «'IH 
He spake of the waters D^21 (that is, o/ eggs) ; but they 
thought that he spake of 0^5^21 ^D the waters of the 
marshes,^' These things we have the more willingly pro- 
duced, that the reader may see that the letter y (Ain) was 
no sound with these; examples like to which we bring 
elsewhere. Now hear the Glosser ; *•*• Babbi saw this (saith 
he) in Aeon, in which is Israeli tic land and heathen land : — 
now he saw them standing within the limits of Israelitic 
land, and baking their dough in uncleanness, and wondered, 
until they told him, A certain scholar came hither,*' &c. 

IDy "103, Caphar Acon^ is very frequently mentioned by the 
Talmudists. 

" A cityP which produceth fifteen hundred footmen, as 
13i* "103 Caphar Aeon, if nine dead persons be carried out 
thence in three days successively, behold ! it is the plague : 
but if in one day, or in four days, then it is not the plague. 
And a city which produceth five hundred foot, as IjTDy "103 
Caphar Amiku" &c. 
Hence ^ are the names of some Aeon Rabbins ; as, 
" B. Tanchumi', the son of B. Ghaia of Caphar Aeon.*" 

o Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 5. 3. q English folio edit, vol. ii. p. 61. 

P Id. Taanith, fol. 31. i. r ibid. fol. 7. 3. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



134 OhorograpMcal century, 

" B. Simeon» Ben Judah, "^ay •^DS UTb^, A man of Oaphar 
Aeon.'' 

13y pi MIM S, " B. Abba* of Aeon i' and others. 

Weigh this story": "One* brought a bill of divorce to 
B. Ismael ; who said to him, Whence are you ! He answered, 
13y D'^nratt? ''"'DD "IDiD From Caphar Samai, which is 
in (he confines of Aeon. — Then it is needful^ saith he, that 
you say, It was written, I being present, — and sealed, I 
being present. When he went out^ B. Illai said unto him. Is 
not Caphar Samai of the land of Israel, being nearer to 
Zippor than Aeon!'' And a little after: "The cities which 
are in the borders of Zippor near to Aeon, and which are in 
the borders of Aeon near to Zippor, what will you do con- 
cerning them ? As Aeon is, so is Zippor." 

CHAP. LXV. 

Ecdippa, Achzib. Josh. xix. 29. Judg. i. 31. KXCixaf 
TvpCav Climax of the Tyrians, 

" Travelling y from Aeon to Achzib, on the right hand 
of the way, eastwardly, it is clean, from the notion of heathen 
land, and is bound to tithes, and to the law of the seventh 
year, until you are certified that it is free. On the left hand 
of the way, westward, it is unclean, under the notion of 
Oentile land ; and it is free from tithes, and from the law 
concerning the seventh year, till you are certified it is bound 
to those things, even until you come to Achzib." The Gemara 
hath these words : but the text, on which is this commentary, 
is this : " The* three countries" (namely, Judea, Galilee, and 
Perea) " are bound to the law of the seventh year : whatso- 
ever they possessed, who came up out of Babylon, from the 
land of Israel unto y^X2 Chezih (the Jerusalem Misna reads 
a'^ta Ghezib), is not fed nor tilled : but whatsoever they 
possessed, who came up out of Egypt, from Ghezib to the 
river, and to Amanah, is fed, but not tilled : from the river 
and from Amanah, inwards, is fed and tiUed." 

• Juchas. fol.69. 1. « Hieros. Gittin, fol. 43.3. 

* Ibid. fol. 71. 1. y Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 30. 2. 
«^ Leusdm's edition, vol. ii. p. 319. * Sheviith, cap. 6. hal. i. 
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Of Amanah we shall speak by and by. " The river (saith 
R. Solomon upon the place) is the river of Egypt." — " And 
Ghezib (saith Bambam») is the name of a place, which 
divided between the land of Israel^ which they possessed that 
came up out of Babylon, and that land which they possessed 
that came up out of Egypt. Now that land, which they 
possessed that came up out of Egypt, as to the Demai'" (or 
doubt of tithing), *' is, as it were, without the land.**^ Hence 
is that in the text, on which he makes this comment, I'^UD 
''«nnrr p -IIIOB "^Trhs " From Chezib, and beyond, is free 
from the Demai." 

The word Chesdb, and Achzib, at last passed into Ecdippa^ 
according to the manner of the Syrian dialect ; to which it is 
common to change t (Zain) of the Hebrews into *! (Daleth.) 

Kklixai TvpUav, " Clunax (or the ladder) of the Tyrians,'' in 
the Tahnudists is ^yn HD^'ID, 'The ladder of Tyre.' vh 
\y\y\T\rV*t^DhX!^^ "Before^ they came to Qimax of 
the Tyrians, they forgot all." — The discourse is, in the place 
cited, about some Romans sent to Rabban Gamaliel, to 
inquire of the Jewish law. 

Of him also is this story, and of the same place : " When^ 
he went sometime out of Chezib, one came to him, to ask 
him of a certain vow of his. He said to him, who went with 
him, TeU him, that we have drunk an Italian quart of wine. 
He saith to him, Well. He saith to him that asked, Qo with 
us, until our wine be allayed. When they came yo PIDT^D^ 
"IIS to the ladder of the Tyrians^ Rabban Gamaliel came down, 
and veils himself, and, sitting, resolved his vow. From this 
example we learn these things, that a quart of wine makes 
one drunk, that the way allays wine," &c. 

Let this be marked by the way, that it is said ^^"^ iT^yS") 
H'^ifiTD " A quart of wine makes drunk :" and let it be 
compared with what R. Ghaia saith, '^y) jT^D^S nyi")M 
" Four^ pots (to be drunk by every one in their sacred 
feasts) contain an Italian quart of wine:" and judge how 
soberly they carried it in those feasts, if they mingled not 
much water with their wine. 



^ Rambam in Demai, fol. 12. 2. ^ Id. Avod. Zar. fol. 40. i. 

^ Hieros. Bava Kama, fol. 4. 2. ^ Id. Shabb. fol. 11. i. 
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CHAP. LXVL« 

The northern (xxMts of Galilee. Amanah. 
The mountain o/snoto. 

This coast is described by Moses, Num. xxxiv. 7 : " From 
the Great Sea to mount Hor : from mount Hor to the entrance 
of Hamath,'' &c. 

Mount Hor, in the Jewish writers^ is Amanah ; mention of 
which occurs, Cant. iv. 8^ where B. Solomon thus : *' Amanah 
is a mount in the northern coast of the land of Israel, which 
in the Talmudical language is called p3DM ^yyt^^ The moun- 
tainous place of Amanon ; the same with mount Hor." 

In the Jerusalem Targum, for mount ' Hor' is D13D Dl'^lltO 
the mount Manus: but the Targum of Jonathan renders it 
D^'DD'IM DI-^lltD The mountain Umanis. 

" What^ (say the Jerusalem writers) is of the land of 
Israel, and what without the land ? Whatsoever comes down 
from mount Amanah inwards is of the land of Israel ; what- 
soever is without the mountainous place of Amanah is with- 
out the land." 

And a little after; *'Il. Justa Bar Shunem said, When 
the Israelites s that return^ (from their dispersion), '* shall 
have arrived at the mountainous places of Amanah, they shall 
sing a song ; which is proved from that which is said (Cant, 
iv. 8), n3DM tt)H")D n^ttJn He renders it. Thou shalt sing 
from the head of Amanah." 

There was also a river of the same name with the moun- 
tain, of which the Targum in that place ; " They** that live 
by the river Amanah, and they that live on the top of the 
mountain of snow, shall offer thee a present." And the 
Aruch, which we have noted before, writes thus ; '^ Kirmioni 
is a river in the way to Damascus, and is the same with 
Amanah." 

"The mountain of snow,'' MJ^Jl "Vr\ among the para- 
phrasts and Talmudists, is the same with Hermon. The 

« English foUo edition, vol. ii. « Leu$den*s edition, vol. ii. p. 320. 

p. 62. ^ Targum in Cant. iv. 8. 

' HieroB. Sheviith, fol. 36. 4, et * Aruch in p^o'^.p. 
Challah, fol.6o. I. 
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Samaritan interpreter upon Deut. iv. 48, MIH TVhT\ "^llO "T^ 
po^n " To the mountain of snow which is Hermon." And 
the Jerusalem writers say^ ^^They^ built for the daughters of 
the Midianites little booths of hurdles from Beth-Jeshimon 
unto the mountain of snow, and placed there women selling 
cakes." 

The Jerusalem Targum upon Num. xxxy. writes thus; 
" The mountain of snow at Csesarea'" (Philippi). See also 
Jonathan there. 

CHAP. LXVII. 

D'^*'DD Pamias. PanecLS^ the spring 0/ Jordan, 

Thb maps assign a double spring of Jordan ; but by what 
right it scarce appears ; much less does it appear by what 
right they should call this Jor, — and that Dan. There is 
indeed mention in Josephus of little Jordan and great Jor- 
dan. Hence^ as it seems^ was the first original of the double 
spring in the maps^ and of a double river at those first springs. 
For thus Josephus ; Urfyal, at rhv fUKpbv KCLKoi\i€VOV 'lopbivriv 
irfHxrjriiJLTrovcri r^ /mcyciXw* " There are fountains (in Daphne) 
which send little Jordan, as it is called, into the great." He 
treats, in the text cited, of the lake Samochonitis, and saith^, 
biaT€Cv€i hi aifTTJs rh (k-q yiixpi i^i4>vr\i xtaplov, &c. ^^ That the 
fens of it are extended to the country Daphne, which^ as it is 
otherwise pleasant, so it contains springs, from which issue 
little Jordan," &c. 

Biblah (that we may note this by the way) by the Tar- 
gumists is rendered Daphne. They, upon Num. xxxiv. 11, 
for that which is in the Hebrew, '' And the border shall go 
down to Biblah/' render it, ^' And the border shall go down 
to Daphne." See also Aruch in ^XH Daphne. But this cer- 
tainly is not that Daphne of which Josephus here speaks ; 
which will sufficiently appear by those things that follow. 
But as to the thing before us : — 

I. Both he and the Talmudists assign Panium or Paneas 
to be the spring of Jordan ; nor do they name another. 

'^ Near>n Panium, as they call it (saith he^^)^ is a most de- 

k Hiero6. Sanhedr. fol. ao. 4. ™ EngU$hfoKo edit., vol. ii. p.63. 



P 



■ Hiero6. danbedr. fol. ao. 4. °> JSngtukfom eatt., vol. u. p.03. 

1 De Bell. lib. iv. cap. i. [Hudt. ^ Antiq. lib. zv. cap. 13. [Huds. 
1 160. 1. 5.] [iv. I. I.J p. 698. 1. 10.] [rv. 10. 3.] 
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lightful cave in a mountain ; and under it the land hollowing 
itself into a huge vale, full of standing waters. Over it a 
great mountain hangs ; and under the oave, rise the springs 
of the river Jordan/^ 

And again, Yiapa^ ras ^Xophivov irriyds* KoXclrat b€ Ilivioi; 6 
rditor " By the springs of Jordan : now the place is called 
Panium/' 

And elsewhere P, /\ok€'i fi^v ^lophivov irryy^ to Uiviov " Pa- 
nium seems to be the fountain of Jordan :^^ and more may be 
read there. 

The Talmudists write thus; «Rabhq saith, MW p^"^ 
D'^'^t^D PDV^'O Jordan riseth out of the cave of Pamias : and 
so is the tradition.*" 

D^'»DD n aih " R. Isaac' saith, LesAem is Pamias:' The 
Gloss is, ^'Leshem is a city which the Danites subdued 
(Judg. xviii. 29): Pamias is a place whence Jordan ariseth.'* 

And Pliny, " The^ river of Jordan ariseth out of the foun- 
tain Paneas."" 

II. That fountain of Jordan was the so-much-famed foun- 
tain of ^ little Jordan/ as it is called. For so it is plainly 
collected from Josephus. Concerning the Danites invading 
Laish, or Leshem, which being subdued they called Dan, he 
speaks thus ; Ol d* ^ oi irSppoi rov Aifiivov Spovs ical ikia-a-ovo^ 
''lopbdvov tQv TTTjyQv, &c. '* But they, travelling a day's journey 
through the great plain of Sidon, not far from mount Libanus, 
and the springs of lesser Jordan, observe the land to be good 
and fruitful, and shew it unto their tribe ; who, invading it 
with an army, build the city Dan." 

In like manner speaking of Jeroboam, he saith these 
things ; "He™ built two temples for the golden calves,— one 
in Beth-el, irepov bk iv Aivrj^ ij b4 i<m irpbs rah itr\yais rov 
IxLKpov 'lopbdvov : the other in Dan, which is at the springs of 
little Jordan." 

You may certainly wonder and be amazed that the foun- 
tain of Little Jordan should be so famed and known ; and in 

o Id. de Bell. lib. i. cap. 16. [i. • Plin. Nat. Hist lib. v. cap. 15. 

31. 3J t Joseph. Antiq. lib. v. cap. 3. 

P Ibid. lib. iii. cap. 35. [iii. 10. 7.] [Hudson, p. 109. 1. 44.] fv. 3. i.] 

<i Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 74. 3. « Id. ibid, lib.viii.f Hudson, p.364. 

r Id. Mcgill. fol. 6. 1. 1. 44.] [viii. 8. 4.] 
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the mean time^ the fountain of Ghreat Jordan to lie hid, not to 
be spoken of, and to be buried in eternal obscurity. What ! 
is the les9 worthy of so much fame ; and the greater ^ of none 
at all ! Let us have liberty to speak freely what we think, 
with the leave of chorographers. 

I. It does not appear that any other river of Jordan flows 
into the lake Samochonitis beside that which ariseth from 
Paneas. In what author will you find the least sign of such 
a river! But only that such a conjecture crept into the maps, 
and into the minds of men, out of the before alleged words of 
Josephus, misconceived. 

II. We think, therefore, that Jordan is called the Greater 
and the Less, not upon any account of two fountains, or two 
rivers, different and distant from one another ; but upon ac- 
count of the distinct greatness of the same river. Jordan, 
rising out of Paneas, was called Little^, until it flowed into 
the lake Samochonitis; but afterward coming out of that 
lake, when it had obtained a great increase from that lake, 
it was thenceforth called Jordan the Greater. Samochonitis 
received Little Jordan, and sent forth the Great. For since 
both that lake and the country adjacent was very fenny, as 
appears out of Josephus, — the lake was not so much in- 
creased by Jordan flowing into it, as it increased Jordan 
flowing out of it. K&nr^i y ra rr^s ^tfifxtavtri^os \CiJLvr)s (kri re 
Kol TiKfrnrar ^^ Moors and fenny places possess the parts about 
the lake Samochonitis." The river, therefore, below Samo- 
chonitis seems to be called 'Jordan;' above Samochonitis, 
' Little Jordan.** 

Gsesarea Philippi was built at Paneas, the fountain of 
Jordan : which let the maps observe that they place it not 
too remote thence, ^(knnros irpbs rah ^lopiapov vrjyals iv 
nav€(idi TtSkw ictI(€i Kaiaap€iav' " Philip» built the city C8B- 
sarea in Paneas, at the springs of Jordan.**^ And also, Uaveiba 
KaTcuTKivdaas 3i^ojLulf(t Kaicrdp€iair *' Having ^ finished Paneas, 
he named it Gaesarea.^ 



' Leusden'seditioHyVoi.n. p.aai. >^ Id. fde Bello, ii. 9. i.] 
T Id. de Bello, lib. iii. cap. 35. * Id. [Antiq. zviii. 2. i.J 
[Hudson, p. 1 154. 1. 53.] [iii. 10. tJ 
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CHAP. LXVIII. 
What is to be said ofi^^'O^^I MO'', the sea o/Apamia. 

M^'ttDM'T MO'' ' The sea of Apamia' is reckoned the seventh 
among those seas that compass the land of Israel; which 
word hath a sound so near akin to the word Pamias, by 
which name the Babbins point out the fountains of Jordan, 
— that the mention of that word cannot but excite the me- 
mory of this, yea, almost persuade that both design one 
and the same place : and that the sea Apamia was nothing 
else but some great collection of waters at the very springs 
of Jordan. 

This^ also might moreover be added to strengthen that 
persuasion, that, in both places, in the quotations cited in 
the Jerusalem Talmud, these words are added; "The sea 
of Apamia is the same with the sea of Chamat«, which 
D13^tO''7p1"T Diocletianus, by the gathering together of the 
waters, caused to be made."*^ But now that Diocletianus, 
whosoever he was (we prove elsewhere that he was the em- 
peror), lived sometime at Paneas ; as is clear also from the 
same Talmud ^, 

But the thing is otherwise. Pamias and Apamia were 
different places, and far distant from each other : one in the 
land of Israel ; the other in the confines indeed of the land of 
Israel, but in Syria. 

Let this tradition be marked: — ^'Ariston^ brought his 
first-fruits from Apamia, and they were received : for they 
said. He that hath a possession in Syria, is as if he had it in 
the suburbs of Jerusalem." The Gloss is, " Apamia is the 
name of a place in Syria.'' 

And these things do appear more clearly in the Tar- 
gumists, to omit other authors. The Samaritan interpreter 
renders the word DDtt> (Shepham,) Numb, xxxiv. lo, by r^ODy 
Apamia, with y (Ain). (Note © (Shin) changed into )} (Ain) : 
note also, in the word Bozor, a Pet. ii. 15, y (Ain) changed 
into ® (Shin).) Jonathan reads it nWODM Apamia, with 
M (Aleph) : for rhy^T) DD^ " From Shepham to Biblah," 
he renders "^^DlS HM'^OBM p * Prom Apamia to Daphne.' 

^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. ^ Hieros. Trumoth, fol. 46. 2. 
64. ^ Challah, cap. 4. hal. 11. 
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CHAP. LXIX. 
The lake SamochonUis [or SemechonUis.] 

In the Holy Scriptures it is the ' Water of Merom/ 
Josh. xi. 5. In the Babylonian Talmudists it is "^DIDT TVS^ 
^ The Sibbechean sea/ Hence is that, " Jordan ^ ariseth out 
of the cave of Paneas, and flows into the Sibbechean sea/' 
In the Jerusalem Talmudists, sometimes it is *ai*l31 MTD"^ 
* The sea of Cobebo/ as we have noted before ; and sometimes 
"OTDD^ MTD'' ' The sea of Samaco ;' whence in other languages 
it is ' Samachonitis/ 

Tp ^ 2€fi€\oiViT&v XCfivfi TpidKovra fiiv cSpos, i^i/JKOvra bi firJKOs 
trril^ia, Aua-cCvci bi avnjs rh iXrj {xixpi Adtpvrjs x<Ap(ov' " The 
lake Semechonitis is thirty furlongs in breadth, and sixty in 
length. The fens of it are stretched out unto the country 
Daphne ; a country, as it is otherwise pleasant, so containing 
fountains: at, rpiifyovaai top \iiKphv Ka\ovfi€vov ^lophdirriv iirb 
Tov TTJs XP^^^ ^^^ V€a>v, vpoairifiTTOviTi T<^ fteyoAij)."" The 
scruple lies concerning the pointing of ihri rhv t7J9 xpvaijs fiobt 
v€fiv. The sentence and sense seems indeed to flow more 
smoothly, if you should render it thus, " The springs which, 
nourishing Little Jordan, as it is called, send it out into the 
Great, under the temple of the golden calf :^ but then a just 
doubt ariseth of the situation of that temple. That clause, 
therefore, is rather to be referred to the foregoing, so that 
the sense may go thus; ''The springs, which, nourishing 
Little Jordan, as it is called, under the temple of the golden 
calf, send it into the Great /' and so you have the temple of 
the golden calf at the springs of Jordan, and the place ad- 
jacent called Daphne, and the marshes of Samochonitis reach- 
ing thither. 

Thes Jerusalem Gremarists do thus explain those words of 
f^kiel, chap, xlvii. 8: '^ These waters go forth into the east 
coast: IDTDD hxo U^ lilt that w, into the lake Samochonitis. 
And they shall go down into the plain ; that is, into the sea 
of Tiberias. And they shall go out into the sea ; that is, into 
the Dead Sea.'' 

['A(r<apos v6\is] iTtipKeirai Trjs I^aiJLax<av(Tihos A^i^9. " The 

« Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 74. 2. [Hudson, p. 1160. 1. 4.] [iv. 1. 1.] 
'Jos. de Bell. lib. rv, cap. i. ^ Hieros. Shekalixn, fol.50. i. 
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city Hazor (saith Josephuss) lies on the lake Semechonitis.'" 
This city is the metropolis of Canaan^ that is, of that northern 
country, which is known by that name : which is called also 
' Galilee of the Gentiles/ Jabin the king of Hazor, and 
others, fight with Joshua at the waters of Merom, that is, at 
the lake Samochonitis, Josh. xi. 4^. And Jonathan^ in the 
same place, as it seems^ with the army of Demetrius, 'Ez; ir^bU^ 
*A<T<i>p, " in the plain of Asor,*" as the same Josephus writes. 
But, in the Book of the Maccabees, it is to ir^bCov Na<r«p, " The 
plain of Nasor/^ i Maco. xi. 67. 

CHAP. LXX.k 

The lake of Gennesaret ; or, the sea of Galilee and Tiberias, 

Jordan^ is measured at one hundred and twenty furlongs, 
from the lake of Samochonitis to that of Grennesaret. That 
lake, in the Old Testament, is nn33*D'' 'The sea of Chin- 
nereth/ Numb, xxxiv. 1 1, &c. In the Targumists, "^0^35*1 M^% 
*The sea of Genesar;' sometimes, '^ID'^Dm 'of Genesor;'' 
sometimes, "^01^^31 ' of Ginosar :* it is the same also in the 
Talmudists, but most frequently t^'^nntDI MD'' * The sea of 
Tiheriah? Both names are used by the evangelists ; ^ the 
lake of Gennesaret,' Luke v. 1 ; ' the sea of Tiberias,' John 
xxi. I ; and * the sea of Galilee,' John vi. i. 

The name ' Chinnereth* passed into ' Genesar,' in regard of 
the pleasantness of the country, well filled with gardens and 
paradises : of which we shall speak afterward, [ch. Ixxix.] 

It is disputed by the Jerusalem Talmudists, why ni'^^S 
'Chinneroth^ occurs sometimes in the plural number; as 
Josh xi. 2, P'^'^M 133 * The south of Chinneroth ;* and Josh. 

: • vv 

xii. 3, nS^l^ D^ ' The sea of Chinneroth.' " Thence™ (say 
they) are there two G<)nnesarets ? Or there were l" M7M 
m^'DltOlM but two castlesy as Beth-Jerach, and Sinnabris, 
which are D'''^3''D ni^UTD towers of the people of Chinnereth ; 
but the fortification is destroyed, and fallen into the hands 
of the Gtentiles.^' You see, by the very sense of the place, 

» Joseph. Antiq. lib. v. cap. 6. ^ English folio edit,, vo\.\\, ^.6$. 

[Hudson, p. 302. 1. 25. [v. 5. i.] * Joseph, de Bell, lib.iii. cap. 35. 

^ LeusderCs edition, vol. ii. p. 222. [iii. 10. 7.] 

^ Jos. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 9. ^ Jerus. MegiU. fol. 70. i. 

[xui. 6. 7.] 
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what the word ilV3*)t02M means. Perhaps it is the same 
with the word nvVtOlW in the Aruch, and with mwS'^tDnt» 
in the Babylonian writers». In whom, the Glosser being inter- 
preter, mt^b^tOlt^ ^yO " are two presidentships in the same 
kingdom.^' The Gemara affords an example, in 'HID^I 1*^tt2* 
But in the Aruch " nVT^lt^ "^W are two castles, between 
which is a bridge, under which notwithstanding is no water.*' 
And it yields an example, in T111DD1 *'ttD7TO. But we make 
no tarrying here. •»''112^2 Sinnahri in the Talmudists is 
^evvapph, Sennabris, in Josephus, being distant from Tiberias 
thirty furlongs. For he tells us, that Vespasian encamped 
thirty furlongs from Tiberias, Kara** ripa araOyiiv €v<TvvoTnov 
rol^ P€OiiT€p((ov<Ti, '2€vvappU dvofxaC^Tai, '* at a certain station, 
that might easily be seen by the innovators, called Sennabris.'* 
He speaks also of the town TLvvafiplp, Ginnabrin, not far 
distant certainly from this place. For describing the country 
about Jordan, heP saith, that from both regions of it runs 
out a very long back of mountains, but distant some miles 
firom the river : on this side, from the region of Scythopolis 
to the Dead Sea; on that side, from Julias to Somorrha, 
towards the rock of Arabia : and that there lies a plain between, 
which is called /icya irebCop, iitb Kdfxrjs Tippafiplp birJKOP ixiyjn, 
rfls ^ Aa<i>CLKrtnhoi Klpjrrjr " the great plain, lying along from 
the town Gennabrin to the lake Asphaltites.** 

The same Josephus writes thus of the lake Gennesaret : 
'Hq hi XCfiPYf Teppriahp iiTrh ttjs 'npoa€xovs xdtpa^ KaXctrai, {rra- 
bCtup bi cSpoy ovca r^traapaKOvra, koX irpos tovtols kriptap kKorhp 
rh fiTJKOSy yXvK^ld t€ o/xcos iarl koI iroTifKaTaTrj. "The lake 
Gennesar is so called from the adjacent country, being forty 
furlongs in breadth, and moreover a hundred in length; it 
is both sweet and excellent to drink.'' 

Pliny thus ; — " Jordan', upon the first fall of the valleys, 
pours itself into the lake, which many call Genesar, sixteen 
miles long and six miles broad.'*'* 

p \^:hTV271 D^'DH yCO MnntSI MD> "The« sea of 
Tiberias is like the gliding waters/' While the masters pro- 

" Bab. Becoroth, fol. §5. i. *> Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 35. 

° Joseph. deBell.lib. iii. cap.31. [Hudson, p. 1154. 1. 13.] [iii. 10. 

[Hudson, p. 1 150. 1. 5.] [iii. o. jTl 7.] 

P Id. ibid. lib. 4. cap. 17. [Hud- ' Plin. lib. v. cap. 15. 
son, p. 1 193.] [iv. 8. 2.] » Hieros. Avod. Zar. fol. 42. i. 
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duce these words, they discourse what is to be thought of 
those waters, where the unclean fish swim together with the 
clean ; whether such waters are fit to boil food or no : and it 
is answered, ^Flowing and gliding waters are fit; those that 
do not glide are not ; and that the lake of Grennesaret is to 
be numbered among gliding waters.** 

The Jews believe^ or feign, that this lake is beloved by 
God above all the lakes of the land of Canaan. ^^ Seven seas 
(say theyt) have I created, saith God, and of them all I have 
chosen none but the sea of Gennesaret.^' Which words, per- 
haps, were invented for the praise of the university at Tiberias, 
that was contiguous to this lake ; but they are much more 
agreeable to truth, being applied to the very frequent resorts 
of our Saviour thither. 

CHAP. LXXI.u 

Within tohat tribe the lake of Gennesaret vhu. 

By comparing the maps with the Talmudic writers, this 
question ariseth : for there is not one among them, as far as 
I know, which does not altogether define the sea of Gennesaret 
to be without the tribe of Naphthali ; but the Talmudists do 
most plainly place it within. 

Rahhins deliver : The sea of Tiberias is in the portion of 
NaphtaU ; yea, it takes a full line for the nets on the south 
side of it: as it is said, 'Possess the sea and the south,^ 
Deut. xxxiii. 23."*' The Gloss is ; " (Naphtali) had a full line 
in the dry land on the south coast, that he might draw out his 
nets.** So also the Jerusalem writers; '^Theyy gave to 
Naphtali a full line on the south coast of the sea, as it is 
said, ^ Possess the sea and the south."" They are the words 
of Rabbi Josi of Galilee. So that Talmud that was written 
at Tiberias : so B. Josi, who was a Gtililean. 

The words of Josephus, which we cited before, are agree- 
able to these. Za^o/vXiavlTai,^ rqv fx^i T^vvri<TapinJbo^^ &c. 
^'The tribe* of Zebulon's portion was to the sea of Genne- 

* MidraB Tlllin, fol. 4. i. « Jos. Antiq, lib. v. cap. i. [Hud- 

tt English folio edit,, vol. ii. p. ^. son, p. 188. 1. 19.! [v. i. 22.] 

< Bab. Bava Kama, fol.81. 2. *> heusden^s editton, vol. ii. p. 

r Hieros. Bava Bathra^ fol. 15. i. 223. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Lake of Gennesarei. 145 

saret, stretched out also [in length] to Garoiel and the sea.*" 
On the south, the land of Zebulon was bounded by that of 
Issachar, extending itself in breadth /x^i T^vvriaapinhoi, '^ to 
Crennesaret :^ touching only upon Gennesaret, not compre- 
' bending Qennesaret within it. So the same Josephus speaks 
in the place alleged, that Nc^oAA-cu irapiKapov ra irpbs ras 
ivaroXhs TtrpofifUva yAxpi AafiaaKov vrfXcco;, 'Hhe men of 
Naphtali took those parts that ran out eastwardly unto the 
city of Damascus.^ It would be ridiculous, if you should so 
render iJxpi AofxacKov wcJAcwy, " unto the city of Damascus/^ 
as to include Damascus within the land of Naphtali. The maps 
are guilty of the like solecism, while they make Zebulon, which 
only came fUxpi' r^vinjirapCTiios, ^' unto the lake of Gennesaret/' 
to comprise idl the lake of Gennesaret within it. Look into 
Adrichomius, to say nothing of others, and compare these 
words of Josephus with him. 

Hither perhaps is that to be reduced, which hath not a 
little vexed interpreters in Josh, xix ; where Jordan is twice 
mentioned, in defining the limits of the tribe of Naphtali ; 
ver. 33, "the outgoings of the border,"" hence, ''was to Jor- 
dan f and, ver. 34, mWn mtO TTWl mwy\ ''The 
going out from thence [that is, from the south border] was to 
Jordan in Jndah towards the sun-rising."" 

What hath the land of Naphtali to do with Jordan in 
Judah! 

I answer, Judah, that is, Judea, is here opposed to Ghdilee : 
Jndah is not here spoken of as opposed to the other tribes. 
Before ever the name of Samaria was risen, the name of 
Ghklilee was very well known, Josh. xx. 7 ; and so was the 
name of Judea : and at that time one might not improperly 
divide the whole land within Jordan into Galilee and Judea : 
when as yet there was no such thing as the name of Samaria. 
The words alleged, therefore, come to this sense, as if it had 
been said, ' The north bounds of Naphtali went out east- 
wardly to Jordan in GhJilee : in like manner the south bounds 
went out eastwardly to Jordan now running into Judea ;* that 
is, the country without Galilee, which as yet was not called 
Samaria, but rather Judea. 

The bounds, certainly, of the land of Naphtali seem to 
touch Jordan on both sides, both on the north and the south ; 

UOHTFOOT, VOL. I. L 
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and so to contain the sea of Grennesaret within its bosom, 
according to that which is said by the Talmudists before 
alleged, and those also men of Tiberias. 

While I am discoursing of Jordan, and this lake, let me 
add this moreover concerning the ' boat of Jordan :* — " R. 
Jacob ^ Bar Aidai saith, in the name of B. Jochanan, Let no 
man absent himself from Beth-Midrash, for this question was 
many a time propounded in Jabneh, M^H rTO7 p^^H Pl'^'^y 
nt^TDlD The hoat^ or barge, of Jordan, why is it unclean f Nor 
was there any who could answer any thing to it ; until R. 
Chaninah, the son of Antigonus, came, and expounded it in 
his city. The boat of Jordan is unclean, because they fill it 
with fruit, and sail down with it from the sea unto the dry 
land, and from the dry land into the sea.*^ — m''*15^, the Jews 
themselves being interpreters, is HJtOp Hi'^DD a small vessel^ 
vkoidpiov, a little ship. Josephus hath these words ; Th^ bi 
iirl rrjs XCfjonis critd^?/ Travra GvvaOpoCfra^, &c. " Having gathered 
together all the boats in the lake, they were found to be 
two hundred and thirty, and there were no more than four 
mariners in each." 

CHAP. LXXII.d 
I^berias. 

All the Jews declare, almost with one consent, that this 
was a fortified city from ancient times, even from the days of 
Joshua, and was the same with Bakkath, of which mention is 
made. Josh. xix. 35. 

: «"nilD W^n np^ "Rakkath is Tiberias," say the Jerusa- 
lem Gemarists<^. And those of Babylon say the same, and that 
more largely: MnilO IT npi ]S MD'^'^iT) " It^ is clear to 
us that Bakkath is Tiberias." And when, after a few lines, 
this of Babbi Jochanan was objected, " When I was a boy, 
I said a certain thing, concerning which 1 asked the elders, 
and it was found as I said ; namely, that Ohammath is Ti- 
berias, and Bakkath Zippor -/^ it is thus at last concluded, 
" Babbi said, Who is it, to whom it was said, that Bakkath 
is not Tiberias ! For, behold ! when any dies here (in Baby- 

* Hieros. Shabb. fol. 7. i. ^ English folio edit, vol. ii. p. 67. 

^ Joseph, de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 43. « Hieros. Megill. fol. 70. i. 
[Hudson, p. 1112. 1. 46.] [ii. 21. 8.] ' Bab. MegiU. fol. 5. 3. et 6. i. 
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Ion), they lament him there (at Tiberias) after this manner , 
The hearse of a famous man deceased in Sheshach (Babylon): 
whose name also is of note in Bakkath, is brought hither : 
thus lament ye him, — ye lovers of Israel, citizens of Rak- 
kath, come forth, and bewail the dead of Babylon ! When 
the soul of B. Zeira was at rest, thus one lamented him, The 
land of Babylon conceived and brought forth delights, the 
land of Israel nourished them. Bakkath said, Woe to itself 
because she lost the vessels of her delights. Therefore saith 
Babba, Chammath is the same with the warm baths of Gadar, 
and Bakkath is Tiberias." 

This city touched on the sea, so that the sea served on one 
side for a wall to it. Hence is that, in the place but now 
cited ; " Babh Hezekiah read the Book of Esther in Tiberias, 
on the fourteenth day (of the month Adar), and also on the 
fifteenth day (see Esth. ix. ai), doubting whether it were 
compassed with walls from the days of Joshua, or not. But 
who would doubt this of Tiberias ? when it is written, * And 
the fenced cities were Ziddim, Zer, Chammath, Rakkath, and 
Chinnereth.' But it is clear to us that Bakkath is Tiberias. 
The reason, therefore, why he doubted was this, because on 
one side it was enclosed by the sea instead of a wall. But if 
it were so, why did he doubt! Because, truly, it was no wall. 
When the tradition is thus, nil'^M ni^T M^T Tra^n lS ntDM 
yiD A city which hath a walls^ hU not fortified walh, the 
contiguom houses are for such walls, fTO^'tD M^'^llD tO'^D 
nn?2")n But Tiberias is excepted, which hath the sea for a wallJ' 
So also B. Simeon Ben Jochai, in the Jerusalem Gemara just 
now alleged : ' Among the cities fortified with walls Tiberias 
is excepted, as having the sea for a wall.' 

What fortune this city underwent under the name Bak- 
kath, remains unknown. Herod the tetrarch put the name 
of Tiberias upon it, and built the city, for the sake and me- 
mory of Tiberius Caesar. The etymology of which place while 
the G^marists deduce elsewhere, namely, either from UtO 
rT*M1 Tob ry'a, because it was fair to behold^ or rn*^l^lDltD 
** because it was Betiborah, in the navel, or middle^** &c. they 
aeem rather to sport out of a luxuriant wit, than to be igno- 
rant of the thing itself. 

K LeusdeiCs edition, vol. ii. p. 224. 
L 2 
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CHAP. LXXIII, 
Of the SitvKxtion of Tiberias. 

When I read Pliny of the situation of this city, and com- 
pare some things which are said by Josephus and the Tal- 
mudists with him, I cannot but be at a ^tand what to re- 
solve upon here. Pliny speaks thus^ of the situation of it : 
*' The lake [of Genesar] is compassed round with pleasant 
towns : on the east, Julias and Hippo ; on the south, Tari- 
chea, by which name some call the lake also ; on the west, 
Tiberias, healthful for its warm waters.^ 

Consult i the maps, and you see Tiberias in them seated, as 
it were, in the middle shore of the sea of Gennesaret, equally 
distant almost from the utmost south and north coasts of 
that sea. Which seems well indeed to agree with Pliny, but 
illy with Josephus and his countrymen. 

I. Josephus asserts that Hippo (in Perea, i. e. the country 
on the other side Jordan) is distant from Tiberias only thirty 
furlongs. For speaking to one Justus, a man of Tiberias, 
thus he saith, *H Vk en) isarph^ & 'IotJotc, k€IijJvyj iv tjj Tevmjaa- 
plnbi XCfivri^ Kal iiifi^^pviTa fiiv "J-ttttov ardbia TpiiKOvra, &0. 
" Thy'^ native country, O Justus, lying upon the lake of Gten- 
nesaret, and distant from Hippo thirty furlongs," &c. The 
same author asserts also (which we produced before), that^ 
the breadth of the sea of Gennesaret was forty furlongs. 
Therefore, with what reason do the maps place the whole sea 
of Gennesaret between Tiberias and Hippo! Bead those 
things in Josephus, look upon the maps, and judge. 

II. The same Josephus saith of the same Justus, 'EfivC- 
Trprjat 6 'lovoros rds t€ TabaprivCiv koI ^ImrqvQv Kdfias' <A ^ 
fi€06pi,oi Trjs Tifi^piibos, Koi ttjs t&v ^kvOottoXit^v yrjs My^ 
\avov K€Cfi€vaL '* Justus™ burnt the towns of those of Gfidara 
and Hippo. And the towns bordering upon Tiberias, and 
the land of the Soythopolitans, were laid waste.'* Note, how 
the towns of those of Gadara and Hippo are called ii€06pioi,, 
"towns bordering upon Tiberias;" which certainly cannot 

^ Plin. Nat. Hirt. lib. v. cap. 15. [Hudson, p. 938. 1. 16.] [c. 65.] 



* English folio edition, vol. li. * Id.deBell.lib. iii.35. riii.10.7.] 
p. 68. ^ Joseph, in his own life, p. 628. 

k Joseph, in his own life, p. 650. [Hudson, p. 908. 1. 17.] [c. 9.] 
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consist together, if the whole sea be between, which is so put 
by the maps. 

III. Those things which we learn from the Talmudists 
concerning the situation of this place cannot be produced, 
until we have first observed certain neighbouring places to 
Tiberias ; from the situation of which, it will be more easy to 
judge of the situation of this. 

In the mean time, from these things, and what was said 
before, we assert thus much : That you must suppose Tiberias 
seated either at the very flowing-in of Jordan into the lake 
of Q^nnesaret, — namely, on the north side of the lake, where 
the maps place Capernaum [illy] ; or at the flowing out of 
Jordan out of that lake, namely, on the south side of the 
lake. But you cannot place it where Jordan flows into it, 
because Josephus saith, Tiberias is not distant from Scytho- 
polis above a hundred and twenty furlongs, — that is, fifteen 
miles ; but now the lake of Gtennesaret itself was a hundred 
furlongs in length, and Scythopolis was the utmost limits of 
Galilee southward, as we shewed before. 

Therefore we are not afraid to conclude that Tiberias was 
seated where Jordan flows out of the lake of Grennesar, namely, 
at the south shore of the lake ; where Jordan receives itself 
again within its own channel. This will appear by those 
things that follow. 

We doubt, therefore, of the right pointing of PUny. Cer- 
tainly we are not satisfied about it ; and others will be less 
satisfied about our alteration of it. But let me, with their 
good leave, propose this reading, '^ Ab oriente, Juliade ; et 
Hippo a meridie. Tarichsea, quo nomine aliqui lacum ap- 
pellant, ab occidente. Tiberiade, aquis calidis salubri/' — " On 
the east Julias, and Hippo on the south. Tarichea, by which 
name some call the lake, on the west. Tiberias, wholesome 
for its warm waters.'' Which reading is «not different from 
Pliny's style, and agrees well with the Jewish writers : but 
we submit our judgment to the learned. 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 

ilTDn Chammath. Ammaus, ^V^I^ •'TDH The warm baths 
of Tiberias. 

Chammath and Bakkath are joined together. Josh. xix. 35. 
For they were very neighbouring cities ; Bakkath is Tibe- 
rias, — and Chammath kcS/x?; ' Aixfxaovs, the town Ammaus, in 
Josephus. 

Of their neighbourhood, the Jerusalem Talmudists » write 
thus : " The men of a great city may walk^' (on the sabbath) 
" through a whole small city*^ (which was within a sabbath- 
day's journey) ; " but the inhabitants of a small city walk not 
through a whole great city.'" And then follows, " Formerly <> 
the men of Tiberias walked through all Chammath ; but the 
men of Chammath passed not beyond the arch : but now 
those of Chammath and those of Tiberias do make one city.*** 

And P the Babylonian Talmudists q thus, M^ntoS ^nDfTO 
b'^O " from Chammath to Tiberias is a mile."" 

" Chammath r is Tiberias. And why is it called Cham- 
math ? M^"in!0 "^On DTO hv By reason of the Chammi, warm 
baths of Tiberias." 

It is not seldom called '^TJI jlDH * Chammath of Gadara C 
not only because it was very near the Gadarene country, — 
for the channel of Jordan only was between ; — but because it 
was built, as it seems, on both the banks of Jordan, the two 
parts of the town joining by a bridge. 

" Babbah » said, Chammath is the same with the warm 
baths of Gttdara, and Bakkath is Tiberias.*' 

'* It * was lawful for the Gadarenes, B. Judah Nasi per- 
mitting them, to go down into Chammath [on the sabbath], 
and to return into Gadara : but the men of Chammath 
might not go up into Gadara.'' 

Behold ! Tiberias so near to Chammath, that it was almost 
one city with it : and Chammath so near to the country of 
Gadara, that thence it took the name of * Chammath of Ga- 
dara.^ 

» Hieros. Erubhin, fol. 33. 4. ' Ibid. fol. 6. i. 

o Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 225. * Idem. ibid. 

P Enalish folio edit.yVo\Au p. 69. * Hieros. Erubhin, fol. 23. 4. 

4 Bab. MegiU. fol. 2. 2. 
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'* B. Samuel " Bar Nathan, in the name of B. Chama Bar 
Chaninahy said, I and my father went up to Chammath of 
Gkidara, and they set before us small eggs." 

" B. Jonathan» and B. Judah Nasi went "nai MnDH ^^ 
Chammath of Gadara" 

^' B. Immai7 and B. Judan Nasi" [he was grandson of 
B. Judah Nasi] '' went to Chammath of Gktdara." 

Of the warm baths of Tiberias the Tahnudists speak much. 
Let these few things be collected out of them : — 

^* B. Josna ' Ben Levi being sick, toashed sometime in the 
warm bathe of Tiberias, (Wmton ^*^D1Dn piTQ TIDO) lean- 
ing on the shoulders of B. Chajia Bar Ba." 

'' Three* warm baths remained from the waters of the de- 
luge.^ I. ^lin rcnbl the whirlpool of Gadara : that pool 
of Gbtdara, it may be, is that, which being drank of, as 
Strabo ^ relates, cattle lose their hair, homs^ and hoofs. IL 
C^^l "^tyy^ Tiy^Vf the great fountain of Biram. Of Biram^ 
see Bab. Bosh hashanab, fol. 23. 2. the first line. III. ^TSH 
fc^^ltO, the warm baths of Tiberias. 

: MnniD '»Dm my» '•O Iph r)^m " Theyc aUowed them 
the waters of Meara and the warm baths of Tiberias." 

So also Josephus^': " John (of Giscala) writ to me, praying 
Xpri(ra(T$ai, toTs iv TififpMi 0€pfwi^ Hbcuri, ' that I would permit 
him the use of the warm baths which are at Tiberias.'*^' 

And so Pliny before : " Tiberiade, aquis calidis salubri ;" 
'' Tiberias, healthful for its warm waters." 

CHAP. LXXV. 

Gadara. yii. 

There was a double Gadara. One at the shore of the 
Mediterranean sea : that was first called Gezer^ i Kings ix. 
15. In Josephus, ViCapa, Crozara^. Kar€<nph^aro yhp ICfio^v 
TdiCapiv T€ v6\iv, kclL 'Icfinnyi;, Kot ^lifAV€iav' " Simon destroyed 
the city Gazara, and Joppe, and Jamnia.'^ — And in the Book 

a Hieros. Shabb. foL 5. 4. & Tru- « Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 108. i. 

moth, fol. 41. 1. *> Strabo, lib. xvi. 

X Idem. Kiddush. foL 64. 3. ^ Hieros. Shabb. fol. 6. i. 

J Id. Avodah Zarah, fol. 42. i. & ^ Joseph, in bis own life. [c. 16.] 

45. 2. ^ Joseph. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 11. 

* Id. Shabb. fol. 3. 1. [xiii. 6. 7.] 
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of the Maccabees ', Kai 'Winrryi; &)(yp<A(T€ t^v i-nX 1^5 OaXifToriit 
Kci, Tr\v riCapa t7)i; M tw SpUav 'AfcSroi;- " And he fortified 
Joppe, which is on the sea, and Oazara, which is on the bor- 
ders of Azotus.'' 

At length, according to the idiom of the Syrian dialect, 
t (Zain) passed into 1 (Daleth); and instead of Qazara, it was 
called Oadara. Hence Strabo, after the mention of Janmia^ 
saith », Kot ff TabapCs l(m,v, €lr "ACodtos icol 'A<rKiXio»v : " and 
there is Gadaris, then Azotus and Ascalon." And a little 
after ; " Philodemus the Epicurean was a Gadarene, and so 
was Meleager and Menippus, 6 mrovdoyeAoio?, sumamed the 
* ridiculous student/ and Theodorus the rhetorician,'^ &c. 

But the other Gadara, which we seek, was in Perea, and 
was the metropolis of Perea. 'Ek06vT<i»v iTrl rh Tdbapoj M?/- 
TpoTToKuf rrjs Il€palas Koprcpiv " Being come into the parts 
of Gadara, the strong metropolis of Perea.^ They are the 
words of Josephus ^. 

It was sixty furlongs distant from Tiberias i, by the mea- 
sure of the same author. 

" Gadara^, the river Hieramax [*pO'^*' Jarmoe, of which 
before] flowing by it, and now called Hippodion/' Some 
reckon it among the cities of the country of Deoapolis. 

Another^ city, also ^ Gergesa"* by name, was so near to it, 
that that which in Mark is called x^P^ Ta6aprip&v^ ^ the 
country of the Gadarenes,' chap. v. i, — ^in Matthew is x^P^ 
T€py€<T7]vQvy * the country of the Gergesenes/ chap. viii. a8 : 
which whether it took its name from the Girgashites, the 
posterity of Ganaan, — or from the clayish nature of the soil, 
(MilBrHlil Gargishta^ signifying elay^) — we leave to the more 
learned to be decided. The Chaldee certainly renders that 
MntDr>a "^yW <*«?* dirt, which is in the Hebrew TXO^'^TS rOJ^O 
the clay ground, i Kings vii. 46. 

The Jerusalem writers say, that ™ the Girgashites, when 
Joshua came^ and proclaimed, ^^ He that will go out hence, 
let him go/' — ^betook themselves into Africa. 

' I Mace. xiv. 34. * Id. in his own life, p. 650. [c.65.] 

% Strabo, lib. xvi. pag. mihi 878. ^ Plin. lib. v. cap. 18. 

[xvi. 2.] ^ EnfUshfoUo edit., vol. ii. p. 70. 

Ik Joe. de Bell. lib. iv. cap. 36. [iv. » Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. 

7-3-] 
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CHAP. LXXVI.P 
MagdaJa. 

Not far from Tiberias and Chammath was Magdala. You 
may learn their neighbourhood hence : — 

'^ If 4 a man have two floors, one in Magdala and another 
in Tiberias, — he may remove his fruits from that in Magdala^ 
to be eaten in that of Tiberias." 

*' B. Simeon r Ben Jochai^ by reason of certain shambles 
in the streets of Tiberias, was forced to purify that place. 
And whosoever travelled by Magdala might hear the voice 
of a scribe, saying, Behold ! Bar Jochai purifies Tiberias.'' 

" A certiun » old shepherd came, and said before Rabbi, * I 
remember the men of Magdala going up to Chammath, and 
walking through all Chammath**^ (on the sabbath), *' and 
coming as far as the outmost street, as far as the bridge. 
Therefore Babbi permitted the men of Magdala to go into 
Chammath, and to go through all Chammath, and tor proceed 
as far as the farthermost street, as far as the bridge." 

Josephus ^ hath these words of Magdala ; Uiym^i V i fia- 
iTtXtifS ^AypCmtai Mvofjuv icai (rrparriyiv hr aiiij^ MaybaXh ri 
il>povp(ov iiai4rfyT0VTar *^ King Agrippa sends forces and a 
captain into Magdala itself to destroy the garrison.'' We 
meet with frequent mention of the Babbins, or scholars, of 
Magdala : — 

M^^ViaD ^"n*^ S " B. Judan» of Magdala.'' 

HNTraD pnS^ S •* B. Isaac » of Magdala.'' 

'* B. Gorion i saith, The men of Magdala asked B. Simeon 
Ben Lachish," &c. 

It is sometimes called ^l^ TIHO * Magdala» of Gadara/ 
because it was beyond Jordan. 

CHAP. LXXVII. 
Hippo. nn^^DID SuBiiha. 
You may suppose, upon good grounds, that Hippo is the 

P L«iit(2efiVMl{tum,yol.ii.p.336. « Hieros. Beracoth, fol. 13. i. 

4 Hieroe. Maasaroth, fol. 50. 3. Taanith, fol. 64. i. 

' Id. Sheviith, fol. 38. 4. « Bab. Joma, fol. 81. 2. 

* Id. Erubhin, fol. 23. 4. ^ Hieros. Meffill. fol. 73. 4. 

t Joseph, in his own life. [c. 34.] ^ Bab. Taanith, fol. 20. i. 
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same with njl^DlD Susitha in the Talmudists, from the very 
signification of the word. [D^D=f7r7ros] Inquire. Of it there 
is this mention : — 

" R. Joshua Ben Levi» saith, It is written, And Jephthah 
fled from the face of his brethren, and dwelt in the land of 
Tobh. nil'^D'^D It, which is Susitha." If you would render 
it in Greek, it is ^iTnrrjini, Hippene. 

This city was replenished with Gentiles, but not a few Jews 
mixed with them. Hence is that^, *' If two witnesses come 
out of a city, the major part whereof consists of Gentiles, 
nn^'DID t^in pJO as Susitha," &c. And after a few lines, 
'* B. Immai circumcised from the testimony of women, who 
said the sun was upon Susitha.^ For it was not lawful to 
circumcise, but in the day-time. 

Hippoc was distant from Tiberias thirty furlongs only. 

CHAP. LXXVIILd 

Some other towns near Tiberias. pyTD IV2 Beth-Mean. 
M'^lD^'n "103 Caphar Chittaia. nn:07D PaUathah. 

Among the towns, neighbouring upon Tiberias, Tarichee is 
especially commemorated in Josephus^, a city thirty furlongs 
distant from Tiberias : you will find in him the history and 
mention of it very frequent. 

In the Talmudists we meet with other names also. 

I. py» n'^a Beth-Meon. " The^ men of Tiberias, who 
went up to Beth-Meon to be hired for workmen, were hired 
according to the custom of Beth-Meon : the men of Beth- 
Meon, who went down to Tiberias to be hired, were hired 
according to the custom of Tiberias/' 

This place is also called, as it seems, p'^VQ rt^l Beth-Mein. 
In the place noted g in the margin, they are treating of the 
town Timnath : of which it is said, that '' Samson went up to 
Timnath ;^ and elsewhere, that '* the father-in-law of Samson 
went down to Timnath f "* so that there was both a * going up' 
and a 'going down' thither. R. Aibu Bar Nigri at last con- 



» Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. « Joseph, in his own life, p. 637' 

b Id. Rosh Hashanah, fol. 54. 4. " 

^ Joseph, in his own life, pag. 

ihi 650. [c. 65.] 

^ English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 71. 



*> Id. Rosh Hashanah, fol. 54. 4. [c. 31, 54, 73.] 
^ Joseph, in his own life, pag. ' Hieros. Bava Mezia, fol. ii.a. 
mihi 650. [c. 65.] K Id. Sotah, fol. 17. i. 
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eludes, and saith, " It is like to Beth-Mein, by which you 
go down from Paltathah ; but by which you go up from Ti- 
berias/' 

In Josephus^^ BrjOfxaovs ATr^ouo-a Ti^cpiAZos (rribia ricaapa ; 
" Beth-Maus [Beth-Meon] is distant from Tiberias four fur- 
longs." The maps place it too remote from thence. 

II. There was also a place not far from Tiberias, or Mag- 
dala, whose name was M^'^tO'^n *1D3 Caphar Chittaia : which 
we may guess at, from this story: — " R. Simeon * Ben La- 
chish said thus, They whip a prince, that offends, in the 
sessions of the three men. B. Judah Nasi hearing these 
words was angry, and sent to apprehend him. But he fled 
without Magdala : but some say. Without Caphar Chittaia.'' 
— Ziddim^^ (Josh. xix. 35) is Caphar Chittaia. Zer is neigh- 
bour to it."*' 

CHAP. LXXIX.» 

The country of Gennesaret, 

JosBPHus thus describes it : ^^ By"> the lake Gennesar, is a 
country extended, of the same name, of a wonderful nature 
and pleasantness. For such is the fruitfulness of it, that it 
denies no plant," &c. ^^ The temper of the air suits itself with 
different fruits : so that here grow nuts, a more winter fruit ; 
there palms, which are nourished with heat ; and near them 
figs and olives, which require a more moderate air," &c. 

The Talmudists speak like things of the fertility and plea- 
sure of this place. 

" The» Rabbins say, Why is it called Gennesar! Because of 
the gardens of princes (D*^"1D ••23). Those are the great men 
who have gardens in that place. And it was of the lot of 
Nephthali** (they are the words of the author of Aruch), " as 
it is said, ' And a thousand princes were of Nephthali.' " 

The fruits of Gennesaret are mentioned as being of great 
fame. " Wherefore (say they°) are there not of the fruits of 
€tonnesaret at Jerusalem ? The reason is, that they who came 
to the feasts should not say, We had not come but to eat the 
fruits of Gennesaret." 

*» In his own life, p. 629. [c. la.] "* Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. _, 

* Hieros. Horaioth, fol. 47. i. [Hudson, p. 1155. 1. 4.] [iii. 10. 8 

^ Id. Meffill. fol. 70. 1. n Aruch in ^ Dili. 

1 Leusder^s edition, vol. ii. p. 327. o Bab. Pesach. fol. 8. 2. 
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And elsewhere', where it is disputed, what is the more 
noble part of food^ something seasoned with salt^ or a morsel, 
— and it is concluded, that that which is seasoned is to be 
preferred, and that thanks are to be given upon it ; the men- 
tion of the fruits of Gennesaret is brought in, T\Sn ID D^IIWH 
which are preferred also be/ore a morsel. 

Hereupon there is mention of the * Tent of GtennesaretS* 
*^D133 rOD : that is, as the Gloss speaks, " When Genosar, 
which is also called Ghinnereth, abounded with noble gardens, 
they made certain shady bowers, or small tents, for that time, 
wherein they gathered the fruits."" 

The'» length of this most fruitful soil», lying along the sea- 
shore, was but thirty furlongs, and the breadth twenty. 

:d^dtidi ni3a in w^^ irratch anp DipD ^"••1 "And 

expositors say (they are the words of the Aruchy), that 
there is a place near to Tiberias, in which are gardens and 
paradises.*" Let that be noted, ^ There is a place near to 
Tiberias.' 

CHAP. LXXX. 

Capernaum. 

From the things last spoken, we gather no trifling conjecture 
concerning the situation of the town of Capernaum. 

Josephus relates that the country of Gennesar, which we 
have described, was watered Uriy^* yoi^iiMnriTji, Ka<l>apvaohix 
aMiv ol imxdipioi, KaXov<n' " with a spring of excellent water ; 
the people thereabouts call it Capernaum." From that either 
the city hath ibs name, or rather that hath its name from the 
city ; and the city from the pleasantness of the place. The 
evangelists, compared together, do make it clear, that this 
city was seated in the land of Gennesaret. For when it is 
said by Matthew and Mark, that Christ, sailing over from 
the desert of Bethsaida, arrived at the country of Gennesaret, 
Matt. xiv. 34, Mark vi. 53, it is manifest from John that he 
arrived at Capernaum, John vi. Z2, 24, 25. When, therefore, 
that most pleasant country lay near Tiberias, and that Caper- 

• Id. Beraooth, fol. 44. 1 . ^ Joseph, in the place before. 

^ Maasaroth, cap. 3. hal. j, ^ Aruch in the place before, 

a English foHo edit, vol. ii. p. 73. ' De Bello, lib. iii. cap. 35. 
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naum was in that country , — we must necessarily suppose that 
it was not very remote from Tiberias. 

It was TrapaOaXcuraCa, iv 6p(ois ZafiovKi^v jcol Ne^oXel/m, 
** upon the sea-coasts, in the borders of Zabulon and Neph- 
thali/* Matt. iv. 13 : — not that it was the bounds of each, but 
because it was within the borders of Zabulon and Nephthali^ 
they being put in opposition to the other parts of Galilee. 
So M€6dpLa Tipov koL ^ihwo9, ^^ the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon/ Mark vii. 24, denote not that very centre where the 
territories of Tyre are parted from those of Sidon ; but the 
^^ bounds of Tyre and Sidon,^ as distinguished from the 
bounds of Galilee. Nevertheless, neither was this city far 
distant from the very limits, where the bounds of Zabulon 
and Nephthali did touch upon one another, — namely, near 
the south coast of the sea of Oennesaret, which we observed 
before. 

We suppose Capernaum seated between Tiberias and Ta- 
richee. Whether K€<l>apv<iiiri^ Cephamomey in Josephus% be 
the same with this, we do inquire. 

CHAP. LXXXI. 

Some history of Tiberias, The Jerusalem Talmud was written 

there: and when. 

Tiberias^ was bSilt by Herod the tetrarch in honour 
of Tiberius : and that in a common burying-place, or in a 
place where many sepulchres had been. Hence it was that 
the founder was fain to use all. manner of persuasion, entice- 
ments, and liberality, to invite inhabitants. The very de- 
lightful situation of the place seemed to put him on to wrestle 
with such a difficulty and inconvenience, rather than not to ' 
enjoy so pleasant a soil and seat. For on this side, the sea 
washing upon it,— on that side, within a little way, Jordan 
gliding by it, — on the other side, the hot baths of Chammath, 
— and on another, the most fruitful country Gtennesaret ad- 
jacent, — did every way begird this city, when it was built^, 
with pleasure and delight. 

It did every day increase in splendour, and became at last 
the chief city not only of Galilee but of the whole land of 

* In hit own life, p. 654. [c. 72.] [Hudson, p. 795. 1. 26.] [zviii. 2. 3.] 
^ Joseph. Antiq. lib. zviii. cap. 3. ^ Leusden*» edition^ vol. ii. p. 228. 
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Israel. It obtained this honour, by reason of the university 
translated thither by Babbi Judah, and there continued for 
many ages. It was ennobled by thirteen^ synagogues : among 
which paai^^Dl «rip"»ny «nttrSS "the^ ancient Serongian 
synagogue was one.*" It was famous also for the Sanhedrim 
sitting there ; for the Talmudic Misna, perhaps, collected here 
by R. Judah ; and for the Jerusalem Talmud^, written there 
for certain. That very volume does openly speak the place 
where it was published : in which the words b<^Dn here, and 
MDnb hither^ do most plainly design Tiberias, almost in infi- 
nite places. But there is a greater controversy about the time : 
it is agreed upon, by very many learned men, that this Tal- 
mud was written about the year of Christ 230 : which I do 
indeed wonder at, when the mention of the emperor Diocle- 
tian, unless I am very much mistaken, does occur in it. Let 
us note the places : — 

Varh^ «S'^rj D^TVshpr^ pho 13 « When the king 
Docletinus came hither [to Tiberias], they saw R. Chaija Bar 
Abba climbing a sepulchre to see him.**' This story is repeated 
in Nazir^, and he is there called DID^T^pTl Doclinm, by an 
error, as it seems, of the copiers. 

1D1' 1NUW ninro mpn OirtO^'rpn "Didetinus gathered 
the rivers together, and made the sea^ of Apamia.^^ And 
this story is recited in Chetubothi^, and there he is called 
D13«*»tO'»7p11 DocUtianus. 

\\rry\y '^y^^ hpSK^ "h rr^n DID^'loVpni "Docletinus 
had tOirro Hit most fine gold, even to the weight of a Gor- 
dian penny." 

^y^^ pn nna id DiaN^tO'^'r'pil "When Docletianus 
came thither, he came with a hundred and twenty myriads." 

rp^^tDD" rm-» 'Si •^•»'?tD rvrwro N-inn ^r^pn "The 

boys of R. Judahy the prince, bruised Didot, the keeper of 
hogs, with blows. That king at length escaped, and coming 
to Paneas, sent for the Rabbins, &c. He said to them. There- 
fore, because your Creator worketh miracles for you, you 

* Bab. Bcrac. fol. 30. 2. » Kilaim, fol. 32. 3. 

« Hieros. Kilaim, fol. 32. 3. ^ Chetubh. foi. 35. 2. 

' English foUo edit., vol. ii. p. 73. ^ Joma, fol. 41. 4. 



» Beracoth, fol. 6. i. "» Shevuoth, fol, 



^ Naz. fol. 56. 1. n Truraoth, fol. 46. 2. 3 



)i- 34. 4. 
. 46. 2. 3. 
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contemn my government, p*»»! N*)nn t^hp^n Tvh p?2N 
\m. vh NSS'^D DliN'nO^^'rpn To whom they said, We con- 
temned Diclot the hog-herd ; we contemned not Diocletianus 
the king.^ Hence arose a suspicion among some learned 
men, that this was not to be understood of Diocletian the 
emperor, but of some little king, I know not whom, of a very 
beggarly original : of which opinion I also was some time, 
until at last I met with something that put the thing past 
all doubt. 

That you find in Avodah Zarah<>. There inquiry is made 
by one, ^rV2 "IISI HTn*» pN "What of the mart of Tsur?" 
—There is this inscription there, «3*?^ D13N"'to'?p'^l MDN 

\ y^y^ " I Diocletianus, the king, built this mart of Tsur [or 
Tyre], to the fortune of my brother Herculius, in eighty 
days.*^ The very sound persuades to render D*» vp*)b< Hercu- 
Uu8y and the agreeableness of the Roman history, from which 
every one knows how near a kin there was between Diocle- 
tian and Maximian Herculius. 

EusebiusP mentions the travelling of Diocletian through 
Palestine ; and all the Roman historians speak of his sordid 
and mean birth ; which agree very well with the things that 
are related by the Talmudists. 

These are all the places, unless I am much mistaken, where 
this name occurs in this Talmud, one only excepted, which I 
have reserved for this place, that, after we have discovered, . 
by these quotations, that this was Diocletian the emperor, 
some years after him might be computed. That place is in 
Sheviith : D'^'^DD'' '^^l'? p^^yN DI^NnO'^'^pn '' Diocletianus 
afflicted the men of Paneas : they said therefore to him, We 
will depart hence: but JltDD'^DID a certain sophist said to 
him, Either they will not depart ; or, if they do, they will 
return again : but if you would have an experiment of it. let 
two young goats be brought hither, and let them be sent to 
some place afar off, and they will at last come back to their 
place. He did so : for the goats were brought, whose horns 
he gilded, and sent them into Africa : and they, after thirty 

o Avod. Zar. fol. 39. 4. p Of the life of Constant, lib. i. cap. 13. 

q Shev. fol. 38. 4. 
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years, returned to their own place/' Consider, that thirty 
years passed from this action of Diocletian, which if you com- 
pute even from his first year, and suppose that this story was 
writ In the last year of those thirty, you come as far as the 
ninth or tenth year of Constantine. 

Mention also of king Sapor occurs, if I do not fail of the 
true reading, tp'^oa vhl MD'^D nntTQ TTin «m "A 
serpent', under Sapor the king, devoured camels.'^ Yea, I 
have I know not what suspicion, that MD7T3 Dir'^bl^ " Luli- 
anus the king,'* of whom there is mention in that very same 
place, does denote Julianus the emperor. ^* When Lulianus 
the king (say they) came thither, a hundred and twenty 
myriads accompanied him.'* But enough of this. 

There are some who believe the holy Bible was pointed 
by the wise men of Tiberias. I do not wonder at the impu- 
dence of the Jews, who invented the story ; but I wonder at 
the credulity of Christians, who applaud it. Recollect, I 
beseech you, the names of the Babbins of Tiberias, from the 
first situation of the university» there, to the time that it 
expired : and what at length do you find, but a kind of men 
mad with Pharisaism, bewitching with traditions and be- 
witched ; blind, guileful, doting ; they must pardon me, if I 
say magical and monstrous? Men, how unfit, how unable, 
how foolish, for the undertaking^ so divine a work ! Read 
over the Jerusalem Talmud, and see there how R. Judah, R. 
Chaninah, R. Judan, R. Hoshaia, R. Chaija Rubba, R. Chaija 
Bar Ba, R. Jochanan, R. Jonathan, and the rest of the grand 
doctors among the Rabbins of Tiberias, behave themselves ! 
how earnestly they do nothing ! how childishly they handle 
serious matters ! how much of sophistry, froth, poison, smoke, 
nothing at all, there is in their disputes ! And if you can 
believe the Bible was pointed in such a school, believe also all 
that the Talmudists write. The pointing of the Bible savours 
of the work of the Holy Spirit, not the work of lost, blinded, 
besotted, men. 

R. Judah, who first removed the university to Tiberias, sat 
also in Zippor for many years, and there died : so that in 
both places were very famous schools. He composed and 

>• Nedarim, fol. 57. 4. * English foUo edition, vol. ii. 

■ Leusden's edition, vol. i. 
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digested the Mishnaioth into one volume. " For when he 
saw the captivity was prolonged" (they are the words of 
Tsemach David, translated by Vorstius), '^and the scholars 
to become faint-hearted, and the strength of wisdom and the 
cabala to fail, and the oral law to be much diminished^ — he 
gathered and scraped up together all the decrees, statutes, 
and sayings of the wise men ; of which he wrote every one 
apart^ which the house of the Sanhedrim had taught, &o. 
And he disposed it into six classes ; which are Zeraim, Moed^ 
Nezikin, Nashim, Eedoshim, Tahoroth." And a little after ; 
''All the Israelites ratified the body of Mishnaioth, and 
obliged themselves to it : and in it, during the life of Babbi, 
his two sons, Rabban Gamaliel and B. Simeon, employed 
themselves, in the school of the land of Israel : and B. Ghaija, 
B. Hoshaia, B. Ghaninah, and B. John, and their companions. 
And in the school of Babylon, Babh and Samuel exercised 
themselves in it,^ &c. 

Therefore it is worthy of examination, whence those differ- 
ences should arise between the Jerusalem Misna, and the 
Babylonian, — differences in words, without number, — in 
things, in great number ; which he that compares them will 
meet with every where. You have a remarkable example in 
the very entrance» of the Jerusalem Misna, where the story 
of B. Tarphon's danger among thieves is wanting, which is in 
that of Babylon. 

Whether B. Judah composed that system in Tiberias or 
in Zippor, we are not solicitous to inquire : he sat in both, 
and enriched both with famed schools ; and Tiberias was the 
more eminent. For ^DS ^&Q rhn^i MnilD fQ^ttT 
''The' university of Tiberias was greater than that of 
Zippor." 

CHAP. LXXXII. 

^1D2 Taippor. 

<rii4vrj X'^P^^' "Tsippory is the greatest qity of Galilee, and 
built in a very strong place." 

» Berac. cap. i. hal. 4. J Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 3. 

* Glos8a in Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 32. [Hudson, p. 1120. 1. 10.] [iii. 2. 4.] 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. M 
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" Kitron» (Judg. i. 29, 30) is Tsippor : and why is it called 
")*1D3 Tsippor f Because it is seated upon a mountain "^*1DS3 
as Tsippor^ a bird.^ 

" Sixteen^ miles on all sides from Tsippor was a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey ."^^ 

This city is noted in Josephus for its warlike affairs ; but 
most noted in the Talmudists for the university fixed there, 
and for the learning, which Babbi Judah the Holy brought 
hither, as we have said before. He^ sat in this place seven- 
teen years, and used most frequently to say this of himself, 
*^ Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years^ and Judah lived in 
Tsippor seventeen years.*' 

He^ sat also in Beth-Shaarim, as also in Tiberias, but he 
ended his life in Tsippor. There is this story of his death ; 
" The** men of Tsippor said, Whosoever shall tell us that 
Sabbi is dead^ we will kill him. Bar Kaphra, having his 
head veiled, looked upon them and said^ 'Holy men and 
angels both took hold of the tables of the covenant, and the 
hand of the angels prevailed, and they snatched away the 
tables.*" They said to him^ ' Is Babbi dead V He said, ' Ye 
have said.' They rent their garments after that manner, 
that the voice of the renting came as far as Papath, that is, 
the space of three miles. B. Nachman in the name of B. Mena 
said, * Miracles were done on that day.' When all cities were 
gathered together to lament him, and that on the eve of the 
sabbath, the day did not waste, until every one was gone 
home, had filled a bottle with water, and had lighted up a 
sabbath-candle. The Bath Kol pronounced blessedness upon 
those that lamented him, excepting only one ; who knowing 
himself excepted, threw himself headlong from the roof, and 
died. 

'^ B. Judah^ died in Tsippor, but his burial was in Beth- 
Shaarim : dying, he gave in command to his son, ' When ye 
carry me to my burial, do not lament me in the small cities 
through which f ye shall pass, but in the great,"'' &c. What 

* Bab. Megill. fol. 6. i. ^ Hieros. in the place above. 

* Hieros. Biccurim, fol. 64. 3. ® Gloss, in Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 
Bab. Megill. in the place above. 47* !• 

*> Hieros. Kilaim, fol. 32. a. ' English folio edition, vol. ii. 

<^ Jucbasin, fol. 2. 2. P- 75* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Tsippor. 168 

say you to this, R. Benjamin ? In you it is, " His» sepulchre 
is in Tsippor in the mountain, as also the sepulchre of B. 
Chaija^ and Jonah the prophet/' &c. Do you make up the 
controversy'» with your kinsmen now cited. 

There were many synagogues in Tsippor. In the story but 
now alleged, concerning the death and burial of B. Judah, 
mention is made of eighteen synagogues that bewailed him ; 
but whether all these were synagogues of Tsippor, or of other 
places, it is questioned, not without cause. 

imD*»!?! M3DV11 NntD2D " The« synagogue of Gophna was 
certainly in Tsippor.'' There was also |mD^2n ho^n ikPm^ 
" The^ synagogue of Babylon in Tsippor." There are also 
many names of famous doctors there. 

''R.HonnaiRabba.'' 

"R. Abudina™ of Tsippor." 

''B. Bar Kaphra»» in Tsippor.'' 

"R. Ghaninah of Tsipporo.*" The mention of whom is most 
frequent above others. 

Ap controversy, risen at Tsippor, was determined before 
^* R. Simeon Ben Gamaliel, and R. Jose.'^'* 

Among many stories acted on this stage, which might be 
produced, we shall offer these only : — 

^'AnH inquisition was sometime made after the men of 
Tsippor: they, therefore, that they might not be known, 
clapped patches upon their noses; but at last they were 
discovered," &c. 

'^ One% in the upper street of Tsippor, taking care about 
the scripts of paper fixed to the door-posts, was punished a 
thousand zuzees." These words argue some persecution stirred 
up in that city against the Jews. 

" A^ certain butcher of Tsippor sold the Jews flesh that 
was forbidden, — namely, dead carcases, and that which was 
torn. On one sabbath eve, after he had been drinking wine, 

t R. Benjam. in Itinerar. [p. 52.] <> Hieros. Maasar Sheni, fol. 55.4. 

^ Leusden' sedition, vol. ii. p. 230. Sbab. fol. 9. 2. Trumoth, fol. 45. 3, 

^ Hieros. Berac. fol. 6. i. Nazir, &c. 
fol. 56. 1. P Bava Mezia, cap. 8. hal. 8. 

k Id. Berac. fol. 9. i. Shab. fol. <i Hieros. Jevamoth, fol. 15. 3. 

8. 1. Sotah, fol. 23. 3. 

' Id. Shekalim. fol. 46. i. ' Bab. Joma, fol. 11. i. 

« Id. Niddah, fol. 50. 2. • Hieros. IVumoth, fol. 45- 3- 

A Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 91. i. 

M 2 
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going up into the roof, he fell down thence and died. The 
dogs came and licked his blood. B. Chaninah being asked. 
Whether they should drive away the dogs ? ' By no means,'* said 
he, * for they eat of their own/ " 

pnican M'^^'^aDI «••'^lO'O^in '' Counsellorst and pagans in 
Tsippor^' are mentioned. 

And also \nySi hv) m*^Sp *»» " The« sons of Ketzirah, 
(or the harvest), of Tsippor.'^ 

Tsippor was distant from Tiberias, as B. Benjamin tells us 
in his Itinerary, ri1b*D*lD 'il " twenty miles." 

I'mD'^t Zipporin with t (Zain) is once writ in the Jerusalem 
Talmud; one would suspect it to be this city: 'l "TTTW^ 
pniDn'? mpy* "When R. Akibah went to Zippor, they 
came to him, and asked. Are the jugs of the Gentiles clean V* 
A story worthy of consideration ; if that t'niS'^T Zipporin de- 
note ours, was B. Akibah in Tsippor! He died almost forty 
years before the university was translated thither. But 
schools haply were there before a university. 

In the Talmud, the story of " Ben Elamy pID'^SID o/ Tsip- 
por^' (once it is written, pISSl* " iw Tsippor*') is thrice re- 
peated ; who, when the high priest, by reason of some un- 
cleanness contracted on the day of expiation, could not per- 
form the office of that day, went in, and officiated. 

CHAP. LXXXin. 

Some Places bordering tipon Tsippor. Hitt?^ Jeshcmah. 
rnSp Ketsarah. prPC? Shihin, 

I. In the place, noted* in the margin, discourse is had of 
the legitimate mothers of the priests : among other things 
it is said, that no further inquiry be made, '^ If his father be 
enrolled "^IISS hw HDtt^Tf *^3*)y2 in the catalogue ofJeshanah 
of Tsippor'^ The Qloss is, " There was a neighbour city to 
Tsippor, whose name was Jeshanah ; and it was customary to 
enrol them who were fit to judge," &c. So that this * Je- 
shanah' seems to be so near to Tsippor, that the records of 
Tsippor were laid up there. 

^ Id. Horaioth, fol. 48. 3. 7 Joma, fol. 38.4. MegiU. fol.72.1. 

« Id. Nedaiim, fol. 38. 4. « Horaioth, fol. 47. i. 

X Hieros. Avod. Zarah, fol. 41.2. * Kiddushin, chap. 4. bal. 5. 
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II. ** Towiw*> fortified from the days of Joshua : Old Ket- 
sarah, which belongs to Tsippor; and Chakrah» which be- 
longs to Gush; Calab; and Jodapath the old [Jotopata]; 
and Oamalac/' &c. The Gloss is, ^^Eetsarah is the name 
of a little city without Tsippor/' Perhaps that which we 
cited above relates to this, p1D2 *?© m'»2p '»33 " The sons 
of Ketzirah (or the harvest), of Tsippor/' 

III. ** Sometime*^ a fire happened in the court of Josi Ben 
Simai in Shihin, and the inhabitants of Ketsarah, which be- 
longs to Tsippor^ came down to quench it ; but he permitted 
them not» saying, < Let the exactor exact his debt.^ Presently 
a cloud gathered together above the fire ; and rains fell, and 
put it out. The sabbath being finished, he sent money to 
every one of them." 

Josephus® mentions also Taputrl^kris^ Garisimes, distant 
twenty furlongs from Tsippor. 

In like manner, 'AaafxiiiVy rb luaalraTov TaXCKalas Sposy ft 
Kciroi iirriKfjvs ttjs Seir^peo);* '^ Asamon^, a mountain in the 
middle of Galilee» which lies over against Tsippor." 

CHAP. LXXXIV.s 

MWM Usha. 

" TheI» Sanhedrim went DSnCtD^ «\mM?D1 iW)ikh HDl^ 
from Jabneh to Ushay and from Usha to Sh^haraam'' The 
Gloss is, ^* To Jabneh in the days of Babban Jochanan (Ben 
Zaccai); to Usha in the days of Babban Gtimaliel : but they 
went back from Usha to Jabneh : but in the days of BabbaA 
Simeon they returned.'' 

We do not apprehend the reason why Babban Gamaliel 
went thither; whatsoever it were, either some disturbance 
raised by the Bomans, or indignation that B. Eleazer Ben 
Azariah should be president with him, or some other reason, 
—certainly the abode there was but small, either Gamaliel 
himself returning to Jabneh after some time, or B. Akibah, who 
succeeded in his chair. 

^ Erachin, cap.9. hal. 6. ^ Id. de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 37. 

c English f oho ecl^., vol. ii. p. 76. [Had8on,p.iioo.l.35.] [ii. 18. 11.] 

* Hieros. Nedarim, fol.^8. » Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 231. 

« Joseph, in bis own Life, p. 653. ^ Bab. Rosh hashanah, f. 31. a. 

[c. 71.] Juchas. fol. 31. 3. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 66 Chorographical century. 

But after the war of Adrian^ and the death of B. Akibah in 
that war, when Judea was now in disturbance by the Romans, 
Babban Simeon, the son of Ghimaliel, succeeding in the pre- 
sidentship after Akibah, went with the Sanhedrim from Jafne 
to Usha, nor was there ever after any return to Jafne. 

The Talmudists^ remember us of very many things trans- 
acted at Usha. " When they intercalated the year in Usha^ 
the first day, R. Ismael^ the son of R. Jochanan Ben Bruoha, 
stood forth, and said according to the words of R. Jochanan 
Ben Nuri. Rabban Simeon Ben Gamaliel said, * We were not 
wont to do so in Jafne.' On the second day^ Ananias, the son 
of Josi the Gralilean, said according to the words of R Akibah. 
R. Simeon Ben €ramaliel said, * So we were wont to do in 
Jafne.'" This story is repeated in Rosh hashanah!^, and 
NedarimL 

^' In I" Usha it was decreed that a man should nourish his 
little children ;^ that if a man make over his goods to his 
children, he and his wife be maintained out of them,'*' &c. 

It" was determined also in Usha concerning the burning 
the Truma, in some doubtful cases : of which see the place 
quoted. 

But that we be not more tedious, let this story be for a 
conclusion : " The** wicked kingdom [of Rome] did sometime 
decree a persecution against Israel : namely, that every one 
preferring any to be an elder should be killed; and that 
every one that was preferred should be killed ; and that the 
city in which any is preferred to eldership should be laid 
waste ; and that the borders within which any such promotion 
is made, should be rooted out. What did Baba Ben Judah 
do ? He went out, and sat between two great mountains, and 
between two great cities, and between two sabbath bounds, 
DjnDtD7 MHDb^ p2 between Usha and Shapharaam, and or- 
dained five elders, namely, R. Meir, R. Judah, R. Simeon, R. 
Josi, and R. Eliezer Ben Simeon. Rabh Oia added also 
R. Nehemiah. When this came to be known to their enemies, 
he said to the scholars, * Fly, O my sons :' they said to him, 
^ Rabbi, what will you do V He said to them, ^ Behold, I am 

* Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 39. 2. See also Peah, fol. 15. 2. 

k Rosh hash. fol. 58. 3. 59. 3. " Bab. Shabb. fol. 15. 2. 

^ Nedar. fol. 40. i. ^ Id. Sanhedr. fol. 14. i. 

"» Uieios. Chetubh. fol. 28. 4. 
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east before them as a stone which hath no movers.' They 
say, that they departed not thence, until they had fastened 
three hundred iron darts into him, and had made him like a 
sieve." 

CHAP. LXXXV.P 

Arhel SAezor. nvh^V i^h^S^n Tamegola the Upper. 

"AppriXa wrfAis rfjs FaKiKaCa^, " Arbeit a city of Galilee.'' — 
There is mention of it in Hos. x. 14. But there are authors 
which do very differently interpret that place, viz. the 
Chaldee paraphrast, R. Solomon, Kimchi : consult them. 

It** was between Zippor and Tiberias. 

Hence* Nittai the Arbelite, who was president with Josua 
Ben Perahiah. 

bllM nj^pl The* valley of Arbel is mentioned by the 
Talmudists. 

So also n^'SniM Pr«D **The« Arbelite Bushel.'' 

" Near» Zephath in Upper Galilee was a town named 
Shezar y\Wf whence was B. Simeon Shezori : there he was 
buried. There is the memory also of B. Ismael Shezorei, who 
perhaps was his brother." 

In that scheme which we exhibited in the beginning of 
this work, out of the Jerusalem Gemarists, delineating the 
limits of the land under the second Temple, among other 
names of places, vou observe the mention of a place called 
pDV \0 rhviy?! nwW «VlMnn " The upper Tame, 
gola or Cock," &c. I render it " Q^ber, (or Gabara) the 
upper^ which is above Csesarea." Why I render M7133"^D 
Tamegola by Geber, those that are versed in the Talmudic 
writings will easily perceive ; for in them ^ a cock' is indif- 
ferently called in the Chaldee language M71U")n Tamegola^ 
and by the Babbins *\2!X Geber. Nor is there an example 
wanting of this our rendering. For the Targum of Jonathan, 
in Num. xxxiii. 35, ^6y renders Ezion-geber ^7133")]! "JIS 
Cer<xc Tamegola^ " The city of the Cook." And he mentions 
this very place which we are now upon^ Num. xxxiv. 8 ; 

P English folio edit. vol. ii. p. 77. * Avoth, cap. i. hal. 6. 

^ Joseph. Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 18. ^ Hieros. Taanith, fol. 69. a. 

[zii. II. I.] ^ Hieros. Peah, fol. 20. a. 

' Juehaa. fol. 65. i. ' Juchas. fol. 68. i. 
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Xp^V ^ vh\iT\rs " Tarnegola at Caesarea/' And the 
Targum of Jerusalem there reads pnO^'iTT M*?ianin " Tor- 
negola of Gsesarion." Now that Csesarea which they mean 
is ' Gsesarea Philippi,^ which is at the fountain of Jordan : and 
that Gabara is called T^vh^V V^Xnn " Gabara the upper," 
for distinction's^ sake, from other cities of the same name. 
Josephus oalleth '' Tiberias ^, Sipphor, and Gktbara, *'' the 
three greatest cities of Galilee. He mentions also TafiapitO 
KdfAriPy the town Gtibaroth^, and TafiapayavaCovs^ Gabara- 
ganei^^ which are reckoned with the Gadarenes and Tyrians 
by him. 

\nDy vh)XDr)^ " From^ (Jabara of Ctesarea and down- 
wards is as the land of Israel,^ in respect of the Demai, or 
tithing. 

CHAP. LXXXVl. 

The dijerence of some customs of the OaUleans from 
those ofJudea. 

It is not impertinently questioned, with what inhabitants 
Galilee and Perea were first planted after the return out of 
Babylon, when you scarce find any menticm of them in the 
Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, but of those only who in- 
habited Judea and the land of Benjamin. But whosoever 
they were, whether pure Israelites, or those that were more 
mixed, or some of the ten tribes, it is certain those that 
inhabited Galilee differed much from those that dwelt in 
Judea, in certain rites, and not a little in the dialect of 
their speech. 

The Jewish pandects observe a various difference between 
them : out of which we produce these few instances instead 
of more : — 

In the place noted <l in the margin, it is discoursed con- 
cerning the form and manner of writing the donation of the 
marriage dowry. '* So and so (say they) the people of Jeru- 
salem writ^ and the Galileans writ as those of Jerusalem: 
but the inhabitants of Judea something varied/' &c. Where 



y Leusden^s edit., vohu. p. 2^2. *> Ibid. p. 628. [c. 10. v. 1. Ta- 

* In his own life, p. 634. 640. ^aprjvoL'] 
[c. 2C. 45.] c Hieros. Demai, 22. 4. 

» Ibid. p. 642. [c. 45.] ^ Hieros. Chetubh. fol. 29. a. 
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the Oeroarists thus ; '' The Galileans' care was of reputation^ 
not ® of money ; the inhabitant's of Judea^ their care was of 
money, not of reputation,^ &o. 

^^ The ^ wise men say. In Judea they did servile works on 
the Passover-eves, until noon ; in Galilee, not at all." 

n-^riTO h'hx^ rrnoM rmm rrtmn ono "«n "Thea? 

wise men say, That the Trumah taken generally is bound in 
Judea, in Galilee is loosed. TyOT\n p*^3D hh^ '^tDDM TM» 
n3®7il For the Galileans know not the Trumah of the 
Temple-chamber.^' The sense of the tradition is this, When 
any one pronounced a vow in general terms, — ^for example, 
saying thus, * Let this be to me as the Trumah/ not naming 
what kind of Trumah, — a Ghtlilean, so speaking, was loosed 
from his vow, because he, by reason of the distance of the 
place (as the Gloss tells us), knew not the Trumah of the holy 
treasury : but he that inhabited Judea, and spoke thus, was 
bound by his vow. 

And in the same text is added, mim D^^D^^H DflD 
I'niDM 7^ 7lQ1 p")fV10 " If any vows generally by curses, he 
is loosed in Judea ; he is bound in Galilee, because the Gali- 
leans do not know the curses of the priests.*^ Where the 
Gloss is this ; '^ There were no priests among the Galileans : 
therefore, when they cursed, they cursed to none but to God."* 
And the Gemara of Jerusalem thus ; " Because they were 
fastened to the curse of Achan, it is said, that they are 
bound : but in Judea, because they are not fastened to the 
corse of Achan, it is said that they are loosed.^' 

^^ Habbi Judah ^ saith, In Judea they made inquiry con- 
cerning the bridegroom and bride three days before the wed- 
ding : but in Galilee they did not so. In Judea they al- 
lowed the bridegroom and bride private company one hour 
before the wedding; but they did not so in Galilee. It was a 
custom in Judea that the married persons should have two 
l^T'yOW friends^ one of the family of the bridegroom, and 
the other of the family of the bride : but it was not so in 
Galilee. In Judea those friends slept in the same place 
where the bridegroom and bride slept : but in Ghdilee it was 
not so," &c. 

• English foKo edii. vol. ii. p. 78. » Nedarim, cap. 2. hal. 3. 

' Peeachin, cap. 4. haL 5. ^ Tosaphta ad Ghetubh. cap. i. 
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CHAP. LXXXVII. 
The dialect of the GaUleans^ differing from the Jewish. 

'Akri$&s KoL <ri> i( air&v ct* /cal yap fj \aX(a aov hfjXov <t€ 
TToul' " Surdy thou also art one of them, for thy speech be- 
wrayeth thee," Matt. xxvi. 73. Let these passages, which are 
delivered by the masters, be instead of a comment : — 

" To» the men of Judea who were exact in their language, 
their law is established in their hands. To the men of 
Galilee, who were not exact in their language, their law is 
not established in their hands ."^ — The Gloss is, " They [the 
men of Judea] were exact in their language : so that their 
speech was pure, not corrupt." 

^^ To the men of Judea, who are exact about their lan- 
guage, and appoint to themselves certain signs, their law is 
established in their hands : to the men of Galilee, who are 
not exact about their language, nor appoint to themselves 
signs, their law is not established in their hands." The 
Gloss is ; " They were exact about their language, namely, 
in rendering the same words which they had heard from 
their masters. And because they were taught orally, by 
hearing after hearing, they appointed to themselves from 
them sign after sign. And because they were exact about 
their language, they knew how to appoint to themselves fit 
signs that they might not forget.'* 

" The men of Judea learn from one master, and their law 
is established in their hands: the Galileans learn not from 
one master, and their law is not established in their hands.*' 
The Gloss writes, " The Galileans heard one master in one 
language, and another in another ; and the diversity of the 
language, or pronunciation, confounded them so that they 
forgat." And a little after, 

'* B. Abba said, If any ask the men of Judea, who are 
exact about their language, pn plKT^ ]M pn pnij» 
Whether they say pny?D Maabrin with y (Ain), or p-13MO 
Maabrin with M (Aleph)? Whether they say WDV Actau> 
(with Ain), or WDM Acttzo (with Aleph)! They^ will answer, 
There are some who pronounce it p")lND (with Aleph), and 
there are others who pronounce it I'^^^iyD (with Ain). There 

* Bab. Erubhin. fol. 5. 5. ^ Leusden't edition, vol. ii. p. 233. 
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are some who say "inSbt; and there are others who say 
inav/'— And a little after; 

" A certain Galilean said, ]iKh ^TOM ]ik't:h ^TOM They 
answered him, O foolish Galilean, : na-^'^TT? ■^DPf nD5> 
trrWDDil^M'? niO^M I'^rvarch nion IWyri^h^'' The sense is, 
When the Galilean a^ked, ]MqS "IDM "Whose is "IDM* 
Immar^ * this lamb !* "^ he pronounced the first letter in the 
word '^Dt^ Tmmar, so confusedly and uncertainly, that the 
hearers knew not whether he meant IDIl CAamar,— that is, 
an ^ ass ;' or '^^n Chamar^ * wine f or T^y Amar^ * wool T or 
■^Q^M Immar^ ' a lamb.** 

*' A Gkklilean woman when she should have said to her 
neighbour, Mi't! ^'tDIMT ^'MJl Come, and I will feed you 
with milk" [or some fat thing] : "said, MnS T^'raV» TOl'?» 
My neighbour, a lion shall eat you.'' The Gloss is, " She distin- 
guished not, but confounded the letters : for when she should 
say, "^rsyfw Shslvhti, with 1 (Beth), which signifies a neigh- 
bour , she said ^PSI^ Shductiy with 3 (Caph) (a barbarous 
word). For Mn'^H *f '^S'^Ml ''«n, Tai Doclic Ckahba, 
•Come, and I will feed you with milk.' — she said, ^517 ^731]1, 
Toelic Labe^ words that imply a curse ; as much as to say, 
Let a lion devour thee." 

" A certain woman said before the judge, M7Dn ^''S '''^O 

vh rrhv f'? in-ro -rsi rm ny) \^ ya2X\ ^h nvr 

:Myi«M yV^^ nOD." That which she intended to say was 
this, A€<ntira icvpif, " My Lord, I had a picture, which they 
stole ; and it was so great, that if you had been placed in it, 
your feet would not have touched the ground.^' But she so 
spoiled the business with her pronouncing, that, as the Glos- 
ser interprets it, her words had this sense, " Sir, slave^ I had 
a beam ; and they stole thee away ; and it was so great, that 
if they had hung thee on it, thy feet would not have touched 
the ground.'* 

Among other things, you see, that in this Gttlilean dia- 
lect the pronunciation of the gutturals is very much con- 
founded ; which however the Jews correct in the words al- 
leged, yet it was not unusual among them, so that " the 
mystical doctors distinguished not between Cheth and He.*' 
They are the words of the Jerusalem Talmudists "=» : — and 
^ English folio edit, vol. iL p. 79. » Uieros. Schab. fol. 9. a. 
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these also are the words of those of Babylon ° ; '' The schools 
of R. Eleazar Ben Jacob pronounced Aleph Ain, and Ain 
Aleph/' 

We observed before^ one example of such confusion of 
letters, when one teaching thus, p>©30 pM D^JTSa "^ " The 
waters of the marshes are not to be reckoned among those 
waters^^ (that make unclean)^ he meant to have it understood 
of D'^IT'l ^ the waier of eggs : but he deceived his hearers by 
an uncertain pronunciation. 

You have another place noted in the margin p : '* Babh 
said, irPTy (with Ain) : Samuel said, ^iTTM (with Aleph). 
Rabh said, pa«Q (with Aleph) : Samuel said, pnjTD (with 
Ain). Kabh said WlM^ (with Aleph) : Samuel said, ^^\^T 
(with Ain)." 

If you read the Samaritan version of the Pentateuch, you 
will find so frequent a changing of the gutturals, that you 
could not easily get a more ready key of that language than 
by observing that variation. ' 

CHAP. LXXXVIII. 
hoh^ Oilgal^ in Deut. xi. 30 : what that place teas. 
That which is said by Moses, that '^ Gerizim and Ebal were 
yiy^\] h^12 over-against Cfilgal," Deut. xi. 30, is so obscure, 
that it is rendered into contrary significations by interpreters. 
Some take it in that sense, as if it were h^sh *pQD near^ 
to Gilgal: some SaSan p pim^ far off from GUgal: the 
Targumists read, '' before Gilgal :" while, as I think, they 
do not touch the difficulty; which lies not so much in the 
signification of the word 7ID Mid^ as in the ambiguity of the 
word 7J7S Gilgal. These do all seem to understand that 
Gilgal which the people of Israel took the first night after 
their passage over Jordan, Josh. iv. 19; which, as Josephus 
relates, was distant only fifty furlongs from Jordan*; but 
which the Gemarists guess to be fifty miles and more. For< 
'' they say, the journey of that day was more than sixty 
miles, to wit, from Jordan to Gilgal/^ And this they say, 

n Bab. Berac. fol. 3a. i. ' R. Sol. in Deut xi. 

o Chap, btiii. • Jos. Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [v. 

P Hieros. Avod. Zar. fol. 39. 3. 4. i.l 

4 Bab. Sotah, fol. 33. a. * Kimch. in Josh. iv. 
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that they may fix Gilgal near Oerizim and Ebal ; where they 
think the people encamped the first night after their entrance 
into the land of Canaan, from those words of Moses, Dent, 
xxvii. 2, '' In the day, wherein thou shalt pass over Jordan, 
thou shalt set thee up great stones, and shalt plaster them 
with plaster," &c. Now those stones, say they, are set up 
in G^zim and Ebal. Hence is that of the Gemarists ^, ^^ The 
Lord said^ I said. When ye shall pass Jordan, ye shall set up 
stones ; but^ you have spread yourselves as far as sixty miles.**^ 
And y, ^' Gerizim and Ebal were sixty miles distant from 
Jordan." 

But certainly by that Gilgal, of which Moses^in those words 
speaks, " Are not Gterizim and Ebal vS/Sn v^D over-affains( 
Gilgal?'*^ is to be understood some other than that which 
Joshua named by that name. Josh. v. 9. For when Moses 
spoke those words, the name of that Gilgal, near Jericho, was 
not at all : nor can that which is spoke in the book of Joshua 
concerning ^37-?^ ^^^^ ^^ nations of Oilffal, Josh. xii. 23, be 
applied to that Gilgal, when it had obtained that name. 
Therefore, in both places, by Gilffal seems to be understood 
Galilee ; and that as well from the nearness of the words, — for 

TSyi Gilgal, and 7^7? Galil, are of the same root and ety- 
mology, — as from the ver}' sense of the places. For when, in 
Joshua, some kings of certain particular cities in Galilee — 
Kedesh, Jokneam, Dor, &c. — are reckoned up, the king of 
the nations of Gilgal, or Galilee ^, is also added, who ruled 
over many cities and countries in Gkdilee. 

So also the words of Moses may very well be rendered in 
the like sense, ' Are not those mountains, Gerizim and Ebal, 
beyond Jordan, over-against Gilgal, or Galilee V 

These things following strengthen our conjecture : — I. The 
version of the LXX, who render 73737 D^i3 The nations of 
Gilgal, by TA rrjs Ta\i\ala9, Gei of Galilee. II. The com- 
paring Josephus with the book of the Maccabees, in the 
story of Demetrius. " He pitched his tent (saith Josephus ^) 
h 'Af))3)7Aoi9, WAci r^y Ta\t\aias, * in Arbel, a city of GhJilee ;*" 



» Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 44. i. in the y Bab. Sotab, fol. j6. i. 
Gloss. < Let»(2e9i'5 ed»/toft, vol. ii. p. 334. 

^ EngUshfoUo edU,,YoVn, p. 80. * [Antiq. xii. 11. i.] 
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but, 1 Mac. ix. 2, *Ejrop€i0ri<rav 6bbv r^y ek TiXyaKa, Koi. tto/dc- 
vifioKov M M€<raAwd r^v ii/ 'Af})3i{Xoiy " They went forth the 
way that leadeth to Gblgala, and pitched their tents before 
Mesaloth, which Ls in Arbel.**^ In one Arbel is in Galgala or 
Gilgal, in the other it is in Galilee. 

CHAP. LXXXIX. 
Diters towns called hy tJie name o/TS Tyre. 

Besides Tyre, the noble mart of Phoenicia, we meet with 
various places of the same name, both in the Talmudists and 
in Josephus. 

In b the place noted in the margin, they mention "^*)S> one 
Tyre, in the very borders of the land, which was bound to pay 
tithes ; and another, in like manner in the borders, which was 
not bound : we shall hereafter produce their words. And in 
these examples which follow, and in very many others, which 
might be produced^ — they leave it undecided, whether the 
discourse is of Tyre of Phoenicia, or of some other place of 
that name. 

'' Jacob Navoriensis travelled to Tyre 0*12^) and there 
taught some things, for which R. Chaggai would have him 
beaten <^.'' 

'' R. Mena went to Tyre (y\sh) : whom R. Chaija Bar Ba 
found there ; and going forward, he told R. Jochanan those 
things which he had taught <^.'' 

" R. Issa went to Tyre C^isb), and saw them drinking 
wine «,^ &c. 

Josephus thus writes of Hyrcanus, the brother of Simon 
the high priest : — ^^ He built a strong place between Arabia 
and Judea beyond Jordan ^ : ical touwtov d7rcpyo<r4/x€i;os ro-nov 
Tiipop &v6iia<r€v' and called it Tyre^ 

The same author, of John Ben Levi thus : When he had 
endeavoured to retain the Giscalites, now attempting to shake 
off the Roman yoke, it was to no purpose : T^ % yap Tripi£ 
iBvT), Tahaprjvol, kcU TaPapayaifoloL, koI TvpioL' " for the bor- 
dering people, the Gkidarenes, the Gabaraganeans, and the 

b Hieros. Detnai, fol. 33. 4. ' Jos. Antiq. lib. zii. cap. 5. [zii. 

^ Id. Kiddushin, fol. 64. 4. 4. 11.] 

^ Id. Avod. Zar.-fol. 43. i. s^ Jos. in his own life. [c. 10.] 

• Ibid. fol. 44. 3. 
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Tyrians, having got together considerable forces, invade 
Giscala." You can scarcely suppose that these Tyrians came 
out of Tyre of Phoenicia, Mit from some other place of the 
same name. 

Upon that reasonjthat^very many^towns in the land of 
Israel were called by the name of Bama, namely, because 
they were seated in some high place; by the same reason 
very many are called by the name of "i^s Tyre, because they 
were built in a rocky place. 

CHAP. XO.h 
Cana. 

We have little to certify as to the situation of this place : 
only we learn this of Josephus concerning Cana, that it was 
such a distance from Tiberias, as he could measure with his 
army in one night. For when word was brought him by 
letters, that the enemy Justus had endeavoured to draw 
away the Tiberians from their |{idelity towards him, " I was 
then (saith he i) in a town of Galilee, called Cana : taking, 
therefore, with me two hundred soldiers, I travelled the whole 
night, having despatched a messenger before, to tell the Ti- 
berians of my coming: and, in the morning, when I ap- 
proached the city, the people came out to meet me," &c. 

He makes mention, also, of Cana, in the same book of his 
own Life, in these words ^ ; " Sylla, king Agrippa's general, 
encamping five furlongs from Julias, blocked up the ways 
with guards, Tjj t€ cfe Kava iyoJuoTij Kci tJ <fc TifxaXa ri <f}pov^ 
p(ov, both thai which leads to Cana, and that which leads to 
the castle Gamala." But now, when Julias and Oamala, with- 
out all doubt, were beyond Jordan, it may be inquired whe- 
ther that Cana were not also on that side. But those things 
that follow seem to deny this : for he blocked up the ways, 
iir^p Tov Tas itaph t&v TaXtXaioiv i<t>€X,€la9 roTs ivoUois iTtoKKtC- 
euf^ " that by this means he might shut out all supplies that 
might come from the Gralileans.'" Mark that, that might come 
from the Galileans ; that^is, from Cbna, and other places of 
Gkdilee about Cana. 

That Julias which Sylla received was Julias Betharamph- 

^ English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 8i. [c. i6, ly.] 

^ Joseph, in his own Life, p. 631. ^ Ibid. p. 653. [c. 71.] 
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tha (of which afterward), which was seated on the further 
bank of Jordan, there where it is now ready to flow into the 
sea of Gennesaret. Therefore, Cana seems, on the contrary, 
to lie on this side Jordan ; how far removed from it we say 
not, but we guess not far ; and it was distant such a space 
from Tiberias as the whole length of the sea of Gtennesaret 
doth contain. 

CHAP. XCI. 
Perea. p'^^H "\23f Beyond Jordan. 

" The length ^ of Perea was from Macherus to Pella : the 
breadth from Philadelphia to Jordan." 

(t The ^ mountainous part of it was mount Macvar, and 
Gedor,*" &c. '' The plain of it was Heshbon, with all its 
cities, which are in the plain, Dibon, and Bamoth-BaaL and 
Beth-Baal-Meon «/' &c. '' The valley of it is Beth-Haran, 
and Beth-Nimrah, and Succoth," &c. 

The mention of the mountains of Macvar occurs in that 
hyperbolical tradition of B. Eleazar Ben Diglai, saying^, 
*' The goats y\yy2 ^"MTl in the mountains of Macvar sneezed 
at the smell of the perfume of the incense in the Temple.'^ 
The word Macherus is derived from ll'^SD Macvar. 

The whole country, indeed, which was beyond Jordan, 
was called Perea : but it was so divided, that the southern 
part of it was particularly called Perea ; the other part was 
called Batanea, Auranitis, Trachonitis. So it is called 
by JosephusP, because, by the donation of Augustus, ^e 
litpala, Koi FoAiAa^a, '' Perea and Galilee came into the pos- 
session of Herod Antipas : and haravala re, koX Tpix<av^ kcU 
AvpavCns^ Batanea, and Trachon, and Auranitis, into that of 
Philip.'* 

^tzn Bashan passed into Batanea, according to the Syriao 
idiom, that changeth W (Shin) into il (Thau) : p3ni Batanin^ 
in the Samaritan interpreter ; ^HQ Matanin, in the Targum- 
ists, by the alternate use of D (Mem) and 1 (Beth), which is 
not unusual with them. 

Golan was the chief city of this country. Josh. xx. 8. 

^ Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 4. <> Tamid, cap. 3. bal.8. Bab. Joma, 

[iu. 3. 3.] fol. 30. a. 
« Hieros. SbeWitb, fol. 38. 4. p Jos. de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 9. [ii. 

» Leu$den*s edition, vol. ii. p. 235. 6. 3.] 
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Whence is Ghtulonitis, and that TavkovvriK^ ivn» and xdrca 9, 
" Upper and Nether Gbulonitis." 

Tpdxwv, Drachon, In the Jews we read', DJIJICT W)3*)10 
m21l7 " Trachon, which is bounded at Bozra/' Not Boz- 
rah of Edom, Isa. Ixiii. i ; nor Bezer of the Beubenites, Josh. 
XX. 8 ; but another, to wit^ Bosorra, or Bosor^ in the land of 
Gilead. Concerning ^ which, see JosephusS and the First 
Book of Maccabees, v. 26. 

While we speak of the difference between Bezer and Boz- 
rah, we cannot pass by a simple example of this thing, pro- 
pounded by the Babylonian Talmudists. '' The " prince of 
Borne "^ [viz. Samael, the angel of death, as the Gloss tells 
us] '^ did formerly commit a threefold error ; as it is written, 
' Who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah!' 
In this matter he errs^ because there is no refuge but in Be- 
zer, and he betook himself to Bozrah,^ &c. 

BaravaCa iip((€To 777 TpaxfovCnhi,, ^^Batanea is bounded by 
Trachonitis»." 

Auranitis. — Josephus x sometimes calls it ' Abranitis.' — 
'' Gsesar (saith he) gave to Herod [the Great] Tpixuava, koI 
Baravaiav, kcu ^kfipavvnv' Trachon, and Batanea, and Abra- 
nitis ;" and that, that he should restrain and subdue the rob- 
bers, who most miserably vexed those countries, &c. 

CHAP. XCII. 
Adam and Zaretan, Josh. iii. 

I SUSPECT a double error in some maps, while they place 
these two towns in Perea ; much more, while they place them 
at so little a distance. 

We do not deny, indeed, that the city Adam was in Pe- 
rea ; but Zaretan was not so. Of Adam is mention, Josh. iii. 
16 ; where discourse is had of the cutting-off, or cutting in 
two, the waters of Jordan, that they might afford a passage 
to Israel; DlMa IMD pPHn THM ID ^lOg The waters rase 
vp upon a heap afar off in Adaxn. For the textual reading 

<i See J08. in the place above, ^ Bab. Maccoth, fol. 13. i. 

cap. 13. [ii. 9. T.] ^ Job. Antiq. lib. zvii. cap. a. 

^ Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. [zvii. a. i.j 

* BngUshfoUo edit., vol. ii. p. 8a. ^ Id. ibid. Hb. zv. cap. 13. [xv. 

^ Joseph. Antiq. lib. zii. cap. la. 10. i.] 
[xii. 8. 3.] 
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DlMa ''In Adam," the marginal hath DnMTO " J^am Adam." 
You may very fitly apply both readings. 

Adam was the centre^ where the waters parted : here was 
the station of the ark of the covenant, now ready to enter 
Jordan, Hence the Psalmist, DIMS tSttJ hnik The taber- 
nacle which he had fixed in Adam, Psalm Ixxviii. 60. There- 
fore, tie textual reading D^^?^ " *^ Adam," holds well ; be- 
cause there was the centre of the cutting in two of the waters: 
but the marginal reading 07^^? '* from Adam,'' does more- 
over add light, because ^e gathering those waters together 
on a heap was far above it. 

*'B. Jochanan saith 7, Adam is a city, and Zaretan is a city, 
and they are distant from one another twelve miles.*"^ From 
Adam to Zaretan, were the waters dried up ; from Zaretan 
and upwards, they stood on a heap. Adam was in Perea, 
over-against Jericho ; Zaretan was in the land of Manasseh 
on this side Jordan. It is called Zarthanah, i Kings iv. 12, 
and is defined to be near Beth-shean, which was the furthest 
bounds of the land of Manasseh northward. The brazen 
vessels of the Temple are said to be cast in the plain of Jor- 
dan, in the clay ground between Zaretan (on this side Jordan) 
and Succoth (beyond it), i Kings vii. 46. Therefore, the words 
cited in Joshua, ini2 -fSD *)»» n'^yn DTt^n TMD pmn 
far off from Adam, which ia beside Zaretan^ are so to be 
understood, as not so much to denote the nearness of Adam 
and Zaretan, as to intimate that the heaping up of the waters 
was by Zaretan. They are to be rendered in this sense, '' And 
the waters that came down from above stood together ; they 
rose up into one heap, in a very long distance from the city 
Adam,^ namely, to that distance, which is by Zaretan. 

Adam and Zaretan, on this and the other side, were both 
something removed from Jordan : but they are named in that 
story, because there the discourse is of the time, when Jordan 
contained not itself within its own channel, but had overflown 
its banks. 

CHAP. XCIII.« 

JuliaS'Betheaida. 
There were two Juliases, both in Perea, one built by 
T Hieros. Sotah, fol. ai. 4. ' English foUo edit., voLii. p. 83. 
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Herod, called before ^ Betharamphtha :'* of which Josephus ; 
Bri$apaiJLft>Oa H, V(JXt9 Jjv Koi aSnj, rc^x^t TT€pi\apiiVj ^lovKuiba 
ivi TQv avTOKpiropoi iyop€6€i Trjs yvvatKSs' "At* Betha- 
ramphtha, which before was the city's name, Herod com- 
passed Julias with a wall, calling it by the name of the 
empress.'" The other built by Philip, heretofore called Beth- 
saida, of which the same author writes thus: Kdfxrjv ^i 
BrjOaalhiVf itphs ^ly^ tji T€vvrj<rapCnbi, ir($Aea>? mapoTj^p 
d^^fia, irXiftfet t€ olKif}fr6p<0V koL T77 iXXji bvvdiJLei, ^lovkCq, Ov- 
yarpl rfj Kalaapo^ iyuiwy;ov iK&K^fTtP' '* Philip ^, having raised 
the town Bethsaida on the lake of Gtennesaret to the honour 
of a city, both in respect of the number of the inhabitants, 
and other strength, gave it the same name with Julia^ the 
emperor^s daughter." 

The<^ maps have one Julias only: not amiss, because they 
substitute the name of Bethsaida for the other : — but they 
do not well agree about the situation of both. Julias-Be- 
tharamphtha was seated at the very influx of Jordan into the 
lake of Gtennesaret. For thus Josephus ^ ; ^^ Jordan, having 
measured a hundred furlongs more from the lake Samocho- 
nitis, juter^ itSkiv ^XovXi&ba hi€Krip.vei Trpf r€vvrjahp pJariv, after 
the city Julias, cuts the lake of Gennesar in the middle.*" Do 
not these words argue that Jordan, being now ready to enter 
into the lake, did first glide by Julias? To which those 
things which are said elsewhere by the same author do 
agree. " Sylla (saith he •) encamped five furlongs from Julias, 
and stopped up the ways ; — namely, that which led to Gana, 
and that which led to the castle Gtamala. But I, when I un- 
derstood this, sent two thousand armed men, under Jeremias 
their captain ; olHi Koi x,ipaKa $4vt€9 iitb arablov Trjf'lovKiiboi 
nkriaCop tov *lopbdv€v voTOfjiov' and they having encamped a 
furlong from Julias near the river Jordan,^ &c. Note that, 
when they were distant from Julias a furlong only^ they are 
but a little way off of Jordan. The maps place it more re- 
mote from the influx of Jordan into the lake of Gennesaret 
than these words will bear. 

* Joseph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 3. ^ De Bell. lib. iii. cap. 35. [iii. 
[Hudson, p. 794.J [xviii. 2. i.] 10. 7.] 

*> Ibid. • Id. in bis own life. [c. 71. 7a.] 

c Leuiden's edition, vol. ii. p. 236. 

n2 
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Julias-Bethsaida was not seated in Gbtlilee^ as it is in the 
maps^ but beyond the sea of Galilee in Perea. This we say 
upon the credit of Josephus : '' Philip (saith he ^ built Cse- 
sarea in Paneas, fcou h t% icdr» TavXavvtiK^ 'lovXuida [mark 
that] : and Julias [which before-time was Bethsaida] in Ne- 
ther Gaulonitis/* But now, there is nobody but knows that 
Gbulonitis was in Perea. This certainly is that Julias which 
Plinys placeth eastward of the lake of Gennesaret (for the 
other Julias was scarcely near the sea at all); and that Julias 
of which Josephus speaks, when he saith ^, ** that a certain 
mountainous country beyond Jordan runs out from Julias to 
Somorrha." 

CHAP. XCIV. 

Gamala. Chorazin, 

These things determine the situation of Gamala: — i. It 
was ip'^ Kirtd TavXav^, "in lower Gaulon,*' in which, as we 
have seen, Bethsaida was. 2. It was vTt\p i^v KCfwriP [Tevvri' 
caplriba]' " upon the lake [of Gennesaret].'' 3. It was To- 
pixai&v ivTiKpvs, " over-against Tarichee.'' Compare the 
maps^ whether in their placing of it they agree with these 
passages. Here^ was Judas bom, commonly called 'Gau- 
lanites/ and as commonly also, the * Gralilean.' So Peter and 
Andrew and Philip were Gaulanites ; of Bethsaida, John i. 
44 ; and yet they were called ^ Galileans.' 

While we are speaking of Bethsaida, Chorazin comes into 
our mind, which is joined with it, in the words of Christ, 
Matt. xi. 21, as partaking with it in his miracles, and being 
guilty of equal ingratitude. If you seek for the situation of 
this place, where will you find it ? Some maps place it on 
this side Jordan, and others beyond Jordan : but on what 
authority do both depend? It is mere conjecture, unless I 
am deceived. Let me also conjecture. 

The* word pttHin Chorashin, denotes woody places, both 
in the Holy Bible and in the Rabbinical writings. Hence 
we suppose the Chorazin that is now before us is called. 



' Joseph, de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 13. ^ Jos. de Bell. lib. iv. cap. i. [iv. 

[ii.9. I.J I. I.] 

91 Plin. Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 15. ^ Id. Antiq. lib. zviii. cap. i. 

•» De Bello, lib. iv. cap. 27. [iv. [xviii. 1. 1.] 

8. a.] 1 English folio edit, vol. ii. p. 84. 
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namely, because it was seated in some tooocfy place. For 
such places the land of Nephthali was famous above the 
other tribes: to which the words of Jacob have regard, 
" Nephthali is a hind let loose/' Gen. xlix. [21]; that is, 
Nephthali shall abound with venison ; as Asher (of whom 
mention is made in the words going before) shall abound in 
bread, and royal dishes. Those words also of the Talmudists 
refer to this, ^^ It°^ is lawftd for cattle to feed in common, 

"hn^^ lonua rmm loi» i't^dm pamna in the floods, 

yea^foT the tribe o/Juckih [to feed] in the tribe 0/ Nephthali." 
Hence ' Harosheth of the Gtentiles^ hath its name, Judg. iv. 2, 
which was in that tribe. Led by these reasons, I suppose 
our Chorazin to have been in Galilee, rather than in Perea, 
where most maps place it. 

But when this place seems to have been so famous for the 
frequent presence and miracles of Christ, it is a wonder that 
it hath nowhere else so much as a mention in the gospel- 
story, but in the bare remembrance of it in those words of 
Christ, '* Woe to thee, Chorazin,'^ &c. ; whereas fiethsaida 
and Capernaum, places that he mentioneth with it, are 
spoken of elsewhere. What if, under this name, Cana be 
concluded, and some small country adjacent, which, from its 
situation in a wood, might be named * Chorazin,^ that is, * the 
woody country r Cana is famous for the frequent presence 
and miracles of Christ. But away with conjecture, when it 
grows too bold. 

CHAP. XCV. 

Some towne upon the very limits of the land. Out of the 
Jerusalem Talmud^ Demai, fol. %%. 4. 

In the place cited, discourse is had about the tithing of 
some herbs and seeds, namely, of rice, nuts, onions, Egyp- 
tian beans, &c. ; and inquiry is made, what is to be resolved 
of -tithing them, if they grow in places which seem to be 
without the land; and these words are presently after 
brought in : — 

'yy\ Dinna r\T(\o^ rm^^v "h^v^ unto r^T^y\ " These 

cities are forbid in the borders, Tsur, Sezeth, and Bezeth, 

Pi Mazobah, upper" and lower Canothah, Beth Badia, Bosh 

^ Hieros. Bava Bathra, fol. 15. i. " Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 337. 
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Maja, Amon, and Mazi (B. Mena saith^ So it was called 
anciently, but now Susitha) : Ainosh, En Teraa, Has, Berin, 
Jion, Jadoty Gaphar, Charob, Ghaspia» and Gaphar Tsemach. 
These cities are permitted in the borders, Nebi, TVur, 
Tsijar, Gasmi, Zivian, Jagdi^ Ghatam, Debab, Gharbatha, 
and Gheraccah"' (or ^^ Debab^ and U» toildemesa, and Us /oT" 

You see the name "^1S Tsur^ here once and again^ of 
which we have spoken before : let us add these words else- 
where : " I ® will walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living : and are there not other lands of the living besides 
Tsur and her companions, — and Gaesarea and her com- 
panions ! '* 

Of rroS "^M Caphar Tseinachy there is mention also in 
the place first cited, col. 3, in these words : " Rabbi looseth 
Bethshan. Rabbi looseth Gaesarea. R. looseth Beth-Gu- 
brim. Rabbi looseth Gaphar Tsemach*" (from the obligation, 
as it seemeth, of the Demai). '* Rabbi permitted to take 
herbs, in the end of the seventh year : but all were against 
him. He said to them^ Gome, and let us judge of the matter. 
' It IS written^ (concerning Hezekiah) ^ And he beat in pieces 
the brazen serpent.' What ! was not any one righteous from 
Moses unto his times, who did this \ But God reserved that 
crown for him, that he might be crowned with it : and God 
hath reserved this crown for us, that we may be crowned 
with it." Egregium vero factum et spolia ampla, &c.P 

GHAP. XGVI.q 

The consistories of more note : out 0/ the Babylonian Tdhnudy 
Sanhedr. fol. 32. 2. 

''The Rabbins deliver^ Follow after righteousness, follow 
after righteousness. Go to (Beth-I)in) the famous consistory, 
to R. Eleazar to Lydda, to Rabban Jochanan Ben Zaccai, 
h^r\ linn^. A tradition ; The sound of mills *>3nina in 
Burnt, The sons' week, the sons' week. A candle in *^*)"^3 
^^^n Beror Chel. A feast is there, a feast is there." 

These things are something obscure, and do require light. 

o Hieros. Kilaim, fol. 22. 3. p Virg. iEn. iv. 93. 

<i English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 85. 
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7T! 1111 Berar Chel, seems to design a place : but what 
place ! Indeed, the Sanhedrim of B. Jochanan was in Jabneh ; 
but his consistory^ IJ'H IV^ his seat of judgment^ seems to 
be distinguished from the Sanhedrim. So Paul was brought 
up at the feet of Babban Gamaliel ; not in his Sanhedrim, 
but •)3'^"7 T^'yi in his consistory or school. So you may 
conjecture, that Babban Jochanan, besides that he sat presi- 
dent of the chief Sanhedrim, had his peculiar consistory in 
Jabneh itself, or in some neighbour place. 

That which follows, *' A tradition, the sound of mills, " 
&c. is cleared by the Glossers : '' The sound of mills in 
Bumi was a sign that there was a circumcision there ; as if 
it had been publicly proclaimed. The infant's week expires in 
this place. And the sound of a mill was a sign that spices 
were ground to be applied to the wound of the circumcision. 
It was a time of persecution^ wherein it was forbidden to 
circumcise: they feared, therefore, by any public notice to 
make known that there was to be a circumcision ; but they 
appointed this sign.'' 

' A candle in Beror Chel.'— The Gloss writes, " The light 
of one candle in the day-time, but many candles burning in 
the night, gave a sign, as if one had given notice by a public 
proclamation that a feast of circumcision was there,*' &c. 

Another Gloss is thus : ^' They were wont to light candles 
at a circumcision. It was also a custom to spread a table- 
cloth at the! door : hence is that, A custom prevailed at Jeru- 
salem, that as long as the tablecloth was spread at the door, 
travellers went in." 

The Aruch writes thus; ''In' the time of persecution 
they could not celebrate public matrimony, nor public cir- 
cumcision; therefore, they did them secretly: wheresoever, 
therefore, were lighted candles on the lintel of the door, they 
knew that there was a wedding-feast there ; and wheresoever 
was the sound of mills, there was a circumcision." 

The Jerusalem Tahnudists add, HOOn htOSO *>D ^V f)M 
TtDl vh SliT^n "Although» the persecution ceased, yet 
that custom ceased not." 

The Babylonian Tahnudists go on. ^' Go to B. Josua 

r Aruch in ^1H. * Chetubh. fol. 35. 3. 
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X^Tir^sXh to PeHinJ' In the Jerusalem Talmudists it is \^y^p2 
Bekitn^ in this story that follows : 

^^ B. Jochanan Ben firucbah \ and B. Eliezer the blind, 
travelled from Jabneh to Lydda^ and received B. Josua 
l^Tpyi in Bekiin. 

'^ Go to Babban Gamaliel to Jabneh. 

'' Go to Babbi Akiba to Bene Barak. 

" Go to B. Mathia to Boma. 

" Go to B. Chananiah Ben Teradion to Sicni. 

*' To B. Jose to Zippor. 

" To B. Judah Ben Betirah to Nisibin. 

** To B. Josua to the captivity (viz. to Pombeditha.) 

" To Babbi to Beth-Shaaraim. 

" To the Wise men in the chamber Gazith." 

CHAP. XCVII.u 

The cities of the Levites. 

GoNCERNiNo them, see Numbers, chap. xxxv. and Joshua 
chap. xxi. 

^^The' suburbs of the cities of the Levites were three 
thousand cubits on every side ; viz. from the walls of the city, 
and outwards ; as it is said, ^ From the walls of the city and 
outwards a thousand cubits: and thou shalt measure from 
without the city two thousand cubits* (Numb. xxxv. 4, 5). 
The former thousand were the suburbs, and the latter two 
thousand were for fields and vineyards. They appointed the 
place of burial to every one of thosex cities to be without 
these bounds ; for within them it was not lawful to bury a 
dead corpse." Do you ask the reason ? It was not so much 
for the avoiding pollution, which might be contracted from a 
sepulchre, as by reason of the scribes^ curious interpretation 
of the law, that saith, The suburban lands of these cities were 
given to the Levites for their cattle and oxen, Dn*»n 737^ 
"and for all their living" (creatures), Numb. xxxv. 3 : — 
therefore, say they, not for the dead or for burial. 

All' the cities of the Levites were cities of refuge; but 

* Chagigah, fol. 75. 4. cap. 13. 

^ English folio edit. vol. ii. p. 86. y LeusdeiCs edition^ vol. li. p. 338. 

> Maimon. in Shemittah Vejobel, ' Id. in Rotzeah, cap. 8. 
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with this distinction from those six which were properly so 
called; that those six afforded refuge to every one that 
dwelt in them, whether he betook himself thither for that 
end or no : but the other Levitieal cities were not so. And 
also, that the unwitting manslayer, flying to those six cities, 
dwelt there at free cost, without paying any rent for his 
house j but in the other Levitieal cities he lived not at free 
cost. 

Those forty-eight cities of the Levites were so many uni- 
versities, where the ministerial tribe, distributed in compa- 
nies, studied the law, became learned ; and thence scattered 
through the whole nation, dispersed learning and the know- 
ledge of the law in all the synagogues. 

Two things are, not without good reason, to be observed 
here, which, perhaps, are not seriouslv enough observed 
byaU. 

I. The settled ministry of the church of Israel was not 
prophets, but priests and Levites, Mai. ii. 7. For it was not 
seldom when there were no prophets ; and the prophets send 
the people to the priests for instruction. Hag. ii. 11, and 
Malachi, in the place mentioned already. 

II. That tithes were granted to the priests and Levites, 
not only when they ministered at the altar or in the Temple, 
but when they studied in the universities and preached in the 
synagogues. 

Behold the method of Qod^s own institution. God 
chooseth Israel to be a peculiar people to himself: to this 
chosen people he gives a law and a clergy: on the clergy 
he enjoins the study of the law : to their studies he suits 
academical societies: on the universities he bestows lands 
and tithes : on the synagogues he bestows tithes and unir 
vendty-men. 

And the schools of the prophets were little universities, 
and colleges of students. For their governor they had some 
venerable prophet, inspired with the Holy Spirit, and that 
partook of divine revelations. The scholars were not in- 
spired indeed with the same prophetical spirit, but received 
prophecies from the moi^th of their master. He revealed to 
them those things that were revealed to him, of the will of 
God and the state of the people, of the times and events of 
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Israel, aDd above all, of the mysteries of the gospel ; of the 
Messiaa, of his comings times, death, resurrection» and those 
things that were to be done by him. 

In these small universities, ^^ the prophets» who prophesied 
of the graoe that should come (as the apostle Peter speaks) % 
inquired diligently of salvation; searching what, or what 
manner of time that was, which was pointed out by the Spirit 
of Christ that was in them» when he foretold the sufferings 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow.^ These things» 
not to be fetched out by the mere and bare study of the law» 
were here taught ; and so the studies of the law and gospel 
together rendered the minister of the divine word complete. 

CHAP. XCVIII.»» 

Some mtsceUaneous matters respecting the /ace of the land. 

I. Let us begin with that canon concerning reading the 
Book of Esther in the feast of Purim. rya\r\ ^''DpirDn D"»3*l3 
jntDTT^ mO^?2 " Towns c that were begirt with walls from the 
days of Joshua read it on the fifteenth day" of the month 
Adar: jllVlia HTI'^'^jn D^M " Villages and great cities 
read it the fourteenth day:'' U^^ pD^pD onMrTO «Sm 
nD^23n '^ Unless that the villages anticipate it, to the day 
of the congregation.'' 

You see a threefold distinction of cities and towns : 

I. D**3*13 Fortifications, or towns girt with walls from 
the days of Joshua. But whence shall we know them ! They 
are those which are mentioned in the Book of Joshua; 
" which**, however in after-times they were not begirt with 
walls, are nevertheless reckoned under the catalogue of them» 
•as to the reading of that book.'" 

a. illTllil ]11*1**V Great cities. That was called a great 
city in which was a synagogue. So it is defined by the Piske 
Tosaphoth, I^D^^toa '^ PQ ttT» M^^IH H'JTia ^^V^ "That is 
a great city, in which are ten men at leisure to pray and read 
the law.'' See what we say concerning these things oh Matt, 
iv. 23» when we speak of synagogues. 

» \i Pet. i. 10, II.] <> U^Hin >pDE] artic. 2. 

*» English foUo edit, vol. ii. p. 87. « Piske Tosaph. artic. 2. 
« MegilL cap. i. hal. i. 
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3. D^*^5 Villages. That is, such where there was not 
a synagogue. Yea, saith the Fiske Harosh, ^* a fortified 
town, wherein are not ten men of leisure^' (or such as ^ceased 
from the things of the world ;' and these made up a syna- 
gogue), ■^D55 p13 " is reputed as a village,^ &c. 

That which is added in the text of the Misna, '* Unless 
the villages do anticipate it to the day of the congregation,^' 
is thus explained by the Glossers : " When towns, girt with 
walls, read the Book of Esther on the fifteenth day, and 
those that were not walled, on the fourteenth (see Esth. ix. 
21): and yet it is said before'' (in the same text of the 
Misna), '^that that book is read the eleventh, twelfth, and 
thirteenth days; the wise men granted liberty to the vil- 
lages to preoccupate the reading, namely, on that day wherein 
they resorted to the synagogue : that is, either the second 
day of the week, that went before the fourteenth day of the 
month, or the fifth ^ day of the week: which were days of 
assembly, in which the villages resorted into the cities to 
judgment. For the second and fifth days of the week, the 
judiciary consistories sat in the cities by the appointment of 
Ezra. Now the villagers were not skilful in reading ; there- 
fore it was needful that they should have some reader in 
the city.^ 

II. Let the canons and cautions of the spaces and places 
next joining to the city or town be observed : 

dovecote was not built within fifty cubits from the city T and 
that, lest the pigeons might do injury to the gardens that 
were sown. 

2. HDM 'nS TJTf p xh^^Ti riM p,TPna " They per- 
mitted not a tree within five-and-twenty cubits from the 
city." " And this (as the OIoss speaks) for the grace of the 
city." 

3. HDM '3 n'Wl p snap pia DM pp'^mrs " They al- 
lowed not a barn-floor within fifty cubits from the city:^ 
that, when they fanned their com, their chaff might not 
offend the citizens. 

4. ^' They permitted not dead carcases, or burying-plaoes, 
nor a tanner's shop, to be within fifty cubits firom the city" 

' Leusden^s edUion, vol. ii. p. 339. i^ Bava Bathra, cap. a. hal. 5. 
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(because of the stink). " Nor did they allow a tanner's 
workshop at all, but on the east side of the city. R. Akiba 
saith, On any side, except the west, but at the distance of 
fifty cubits.^ 

III. Fr6m the cities let us walk forth into their ploughed 
grounds and fields. 

Here you might see^ in some places, certain^ tokens hung 
upon some fig-trees, to show of what year the fruit that grew 
there was. See what we say on Matt. xxi. 19. In other 
places, you might see barren trees stigmatized with some 
mark of infamy. " A^ tree which shook off its fruits before 
they were ripe, t^"^p^Dl iniM ]^p1D they mark with redj 
and load it with stones.'' 

You might see the ploughing and mowing of their fields, 
the dressing of their vines^ and their vintage, to be done by 
the rules of the scribes, as well as by the art of the hus- 
bandman, or the vine-dresser. For such was the care and 
diligence of the Fathers of the Traditions, concerning tithing 
com and fruits, concernibg leaving a comer for the poor, con- 
cerning the avoiding of sowing different seeds, and of not 
transgressing the law concerning the seventh year ; that they 
might not plough, nor sow^ nor reap, but according^ to the 
traditional rule. Hence are those infinite disputes in the 
books Peah, Demai, Kilaim, Sheviith, of ^ the comer of the 
field to be left, what and how much the portion of it was, and 
of what things such comers ought to consist ? Of^ those that 
divide the field so that a double comer of it is due to the 
poor : Whether ° a comer is due from beds of com that grow 
among olive trees! Whether from a field whose sowing and 
reaping is various? What<> are the trees whose fmits are 
Demai ? Of P what things is the tithing of the Demai ? Howq 
long the same plot of ground may be sown with different 
seeds, so as not to offend against the law? Of sowing different 
seeds : — How' many vines make a vineyard? Of their rows, 
of the beds of the vineyard, of sowing within the press, &c. 
and innumerable decisions of that nature, which did so keep 

^ Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 35. 4. ^ Id. cap. 3. 

^ Ibid. col. 3. o Demai, cap. i. 

^ Enalisk folio edit, vol. ii. p. 88. P lb. cap. 2, 

1 Peah, cap. I. n Kilaim, cap. 3. 

o* Id. cap. 2. ' Ibid. cap. 4. and 5. 
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the oountr}ixian within bounds, that he oould not plough nor 
mow his land according to his own will, but according to the 
rule of tradition. 

** The " inhabitants of Beth-Namer measured out a comer 
for the poor with a line^ and they gave a comer out of every 
row. Abba Saul saith, They make mention of them to their 
praise, and to their dispraise: to their dispraise, because 
they gave one part out of a hundred ; to their praise, because, 
measuring with a line, they collected and gave a comer out 
of every row :" that is, meeting with a measuring line, they 
yielded the hundredth part of the field to the poor, and that 
out of every row of sheaves. 

CHAP. XCIX. 

SviUerraneous places. Mines. Caves. 

Thus having taken some notice of the superficies of the 
land, let us a little search into its bowels. You may divide 
the subterraneous country into three parts : the metal mines, 
the caves, and the places of burial. 

This land was eminently noted for metal mines, so that 
" its stones,'* in very many places, " were iron, and out of its 
hills was digged brass,^ Deut. viii. 9. From these gain ac- 
cmed to the Jews ; but to the Christians, not seldom slavery 
and misery ; being frequently condemned hither by tyrants. 
So Eusebius of Edesius, Tot; icari Y\dkaitTr(vriv hlhoTai [if- 
riXXois S " He was condemned to the metal mines of Pales- 
tine.*" And again, concerning others, EIt M nAf Xowroi? 
ixerafihs dixoXoyTfra^, toIs tcarh ^cuvi^ rr\s nakaurrCinjs \aXKOV 
fieri/Oiois rov^ iriirras itapa^Cbtoaw " Then " passing to the 
other confessors of Christy he condemns them all to the brass 
mines, which were in Pheno of Palestine.'' 

On the north part of the land, in the country of Asher, 
were mines of metal. Hence is that in Deut. xxxiii. 25, 
'' Thy shoes shall be iron and brass.*" On the south, in the 
desert of Sin, the utmost bounds of Judea, were mines also : 
hence HDIS ^13^ — and shall pass to Zin, as our translation 
reads, Num. xxxiv. 4, — in the Jerusalem Targumist, is ^\23f 

• Hierofl. Peah, fol. 18. 2. ^ Euseb. lib. viii. cap. 18. 

" Ibid. cap. 17. 
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n7riD y(tS2, over-against the mauntain of iron : and in 
Jonathan, M^nD ^V^ ^T'^ unto the palm-trees of the moun- 
tain of iron : and in the Tahnudiste, irrW^ hro, "^H '^i'»» * 
the palm-trees of the mountain of iron ixre Jit to make a small 
bundle to carry in the hand in the feast of Tabernacles y. On 
the east coast of Perea was also Si^povx; opo^j *' an iron 
mountain,"^ — witness Josephus^. And without doubt there 
were other such-like mines, scattered here and there in other 
parts of that land, though of them we have no mention. 

You will not at all wonder at these underminings of the 
earth, seeing they brought so much profit and gain with 
them, and were so necessary to the life of man. But what 
shall we say of those dens and caves in rocks and mountains, 
whence no gain seemed to be digged, but rather danger arose 
to the neighbouring places oftentimes ? For what were these, 
but lurking-places for wild beasts and robbers ? There is in- 
finite mention of these caves both in the Holy Scriptures and 
in other writings, especially in Josephus, where \rn6voiAoi, and 
<nr^Xa(a, subterraneous passages, and dens, are mentioned a 
thousand times. And many of these were of a vast large- 
ness, scarcely to be credited ; those especially in the Tal- 
mudists, which are called '^ The dens of Zedekiah,^ not a 
few miles in distance. 

But were those hollows the work of nature, or of the 
hands and industry of man ? By one example, taken out of 
Josephus, the thing may be determined. Relating the story 
of a castle built by Hyrcanus in Perea, among other things 
he speaks thus : 'Ek bi 1^9 icar iirriKpIv tov Spovs itirpas diare- 
liiav aiyn]S rh 'npo4\ov, ainjKaia TroWfav arabCotv to [xtjkos ico- 
T€akeia<r€V' '' Out» of the rock against the mountain, having 
cut in two the prominent parts of it, he made dens of many 
furlongs long."" And a liitle after^ T^ /m^iroi arSfua t&v 
ainjkaC(aif, &<n€^ !va bC avT&v flaUvai, Kal [xfi irXfCovSy fipaxyrfpa 
r}voi$€' '* He made the mouths that opened into these dens 
to be strait, that but one might go in at a time, and no 
more :" koX rai/r iirCrqbes, iaipakiCas (v€Ka, tov fifi TioKtopKriOfls 

^ Succah, cap. 3. hal. i. * Joseph. Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 5. 

T Leu8den*8 edUum^ vol. ii. p. 340. [Huds., p. 5^0. 1. 36.] [xii. 4. 11.] 

* De Bello, lib. iv. cap. 37. fHud- ^ EngUshfoUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 89. 
son, p. 1 193. 1. 37.] [iv. 8. a.J 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of the placss of Bwial 191 

imh T&p ii€k<f>&p Ki,vivP€v<rai Xi;<^€l9, icara<Tic€t$ao-€' ** and this 
he did on purpose for security's sake, and for avoiding danger, 
in case he should be besieged by his brethren/' 

These dens, therefoi*e, were cut out of mountains and rocks 
for the uses of war^ that they might serve for refuge and 
strength. And it is probable the Ganaanites, a warlike and 
gigantic nation, had digged very many of these caves before 
the entrance of the Israelites into that land ; and that the 
Israelites also increased the number of them. See concerning 
these caves. Josh. x. 16 ; Judg. vi. 2 ; i Sam. xxii. i, and 
xxiv. 3 ; I Kings xviii. 13 ; Isa. ii. 19, &c. 

CHAP. C. 
Of the places of Burial. 

There were more common and more noble sepulchres. 
The common were in public burying-places, as it is with us : 
but they were without the city. " And c through that place 
was no current of waters to be made ; through it was to be 
no public way ; cattle were not to feed there, nor was wood 
to be gathered from thence/' 

" Nord was it lawful to walk among the sepulchres with 
phylacteries fastened to their heads, nor with the book of the 
law hanging at their arm.'' 

Some sepulchres were extraordinary ; that is, in reference 
to the place of their situation. As, r. M2TD3n ^3p A « m- 
pulchre found ; that is, when a sepulchre is in somebody's 
field without his knowledge ; but at last the sepulchre is dis- 
covered. 2. D^a'in nt^ ,TtQn lOp a sepulchre that is pub- 
licly noxious; that is, digged near some place of common 
walk or travel : from the nearness of which the passengers 
contract pollution. 

The more noble sepulchres were hewn out in some rock, 
in their own ground, with no little charge and art. You have 
the form of them described in the place noted in the margin^ 
in these words : 

'* He that selleth his neighbour a place of burial, and he 
that takes of his neighbour a place of burial, let him make 

^ Massech. Semahhoth, cap. 14. Hieros. Nedaiim, fol. O. 4. 

^ Bab. Berac. fol. 18. i. ' Bava Bathra, cap. o. hid. ult. 

« Bab. SaDhedr. fol. 47. 2, and 
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the inner parts of the cave four cubits, and six cubits ; and 
let him open within it |*»313 n eight sepulchres.'*' They were 
not wont, say th& Glosses» to bury men of the same family 
here and there, scatteringly, and by themselves^ but altoge- 
ther in one cave : whence, if any one sells his neighbour a 
place of burial, he sells him room for two caves, or hollows 
on both sides, and a floor in the middle. ^3 is the very 
place where the dead corpse is laid. 

The tradition goes on : ]«M pi5 'j " Three sepulchres 
are on this side, and three on that, and two near them. And 
those sepulchres are four cubits long, seven high, and six 
broad."" 

To those that entered into the sepulchral cave, and carried 
the bier, there was first a floor, where they stood, and set 
down the bier, in order to their letting it down into the se- 
pulchre : on this and the other side, there was a cave, or a 
hollowed place, deeper than the floor by four cubits, into 
which they let down the corpse, divers coffins being there 
prepared for divers corpses. " R. Simeon saith. The hollow 
of the cave consists of six cubits, and eight cubits, and it 
opens thirteen sepulchres within it, four on this side and 
four on that, and three before them, and one on the right 
hand of the door, and another on the left. And the floor 
within the entrance into the cave consists of a square, ac- 
cording to the dimensions of the bier, and of them that bear 
it : and from it, it opens two caves, one on this side, and 
another on that. B. Simeon saith. Four at the four sides of 
it. Babban Simeon Ben Gamaliel saith. The whole is made 
according to the condition of the ground."" 

These things are handled by the Gemarists and Glossers 
very curiously and very largely, whom you may consult. 
From these things now spoken, you may more plainly under- 
stand many matters which are related of the sepulchre of 
our Saviour. Such as these : 

Mark xvi. 5: "The women, entering into the sepulchre, 
saw a young man sitting on the right hand :"' in the very 
floor, immediately after the entrance into the sepulchre. 

Luke s xxiv. 3 : " Going in they found not his body,"" &c. 
Ver. J5 : " While they bowed down their faces to the earth 

i^ EngUshfoUo edit., vol. ii. p. 90. 
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[ver. 12], Peter ran to the sepulchre ^, and^ when he had 
stooped down, he saw the linen-clothes ;'^ that is, the women, 
and Peter after them, standing in the floor ("^SrO)> bow 
down their faces, and look downward into the place where 
the sepulchres themselves were (|^3*^3n rn3^7 the cave of the 
gra^oee)^ which^ as we said before, was four cubits deeper than 
the floor. 

John XX. 5 : '^ The disciple whom Jesus loved came first 
to the sepulchre; and when he had stooped down'' (stand- 
ing in the floor, that he might look into the burying-place), 
^' saw the linen clothes lie ; yet went he not in. But Peter 
went in,^ &c. ; that is, from the floor he went down into the 
cave itself, where the rows of the praves (]^313) were (in which> 
nevertheless, no corpses had been as yet laid, besides the 
body of Jesus) : thither also after Peter, John goes down. 
And ver. 11: *' But Mary, weeping, stood at the sepulchre 
without: and while she wept, she stooped down to the se- 
pulchre, and saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head, 
and another at the feet, where the body of Christ had lain.'' 

*^ She stood at the sepulchre without ; " that is, within 
the cave, on the floor, but without that deeper cave, where 
the very graves were, or )^yO the places for the bodies : bow- 
ing herself, to look down thither, she saw two angels at the 
head and foot of that "yO coffin wherein the body of Christ 
had been laid. 

^ Leusden*8 edition, vol. ii. p. 239. 
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A 

CHOROGRAPHICAL DECAD, 

&c. &c.* 



W HEN this our evangelist, whom we have undertaken to 
handle, makes mention of some places in the land of Canaan, 
whose situation is somewhat obscure and more remote from 
vulgar knowledge ; I might seem to be wanting to my task, 
if I should pass them over unsaluted, and not clear them^ as 
much as lies in me, with some illustration : which 1 thought 
very convenient to do here in the very entrance; partly^ 
lest, by the thrusting-in of these discourses into the body of 
this conmient^ whatsoever it be^ the order of it might be too 
much broken ; and partly, because 1 would do the same here 
that I did before my animadversions on St. Matthew. 
The places which here are handled are these : 

I. Idumea, Mark iii. 8. 

II. "EprjiJLosy * The wilderness ;'' chap. i. 4. 

III. raCoiffvkiKiov, ' The treasury;' chap. xii. 41. 

IV. *H iccijLwy fj KarivavTi, ' The village over-against f chap, 
xi. 2. 

V. Dalmanutha; chap. viii. 10. 

VI. "Opia Tvpav, ical 2t8«w)s- ' The borders of Tyre and 
Sidon ;** chap. vii. 24. 

VII. The coasts of Decapolis; chap. vii. 31. And to 
complete the Decad, are added, 

VIII. Some measurings. 

IX. Some places here and there noted. 

X. Concerning some inhabitants of the land. 

That I have enlarged upon some places, besides those in 

• English folio edition^ vol. ii. p. 289. — Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 397. 
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the evangelists, I have done it for the reader^s sake ; to whom^ 
I hope, it will not be unacceptable to hear such things, which 
do either bring with them profit or pleasure^ — or, at leasts 
such as are not commonly beard of. 

CHAP. I.b 

I. Idtmiea. II. A/ew things ofFelusium. IH. Oaiiotis : iT"D3 
Cas-jah: Exod. xvii. i6. IV. Rhinocorura, The Arabic 
Interpreter noted. V. TTie country of the Amtes^ a pari of 
New Idumea, VI. The whole land of Simeon within Idumea. 

VII. The whole southern country of Judea, unthin Idumea. 

VIII. Gonceming Healthful Palestine. 

Sect. I. — Idumea: Mark iii. 8. 

There was a time when the land of Israel and Idumea were 
not only distinct countries, but separated with an iron wall, as 
it were, of arms and hostility : but, I know not how, Idumea 
at last crept into Judea ; and scarcely left its name at home, 
being swallowed up in Arabia. 

They were truths^ which Pliny speaks^ in that time^ when 
he spake them; ^' Arabia^ is bounded by Pelusium sixty- 
five miles. Then Idumea begins, and Palestine, at the rising 
up of the Sirbon lake.'' But ** thou art deceived, O Pliny,''" 
would the ancienter ages have said ; for Idumea is bounded 
by Pelusium sixty-five miles : then begins Palestine^ at the 
rising up of the Sirbon. 

We are beholden to Strabo^, that we know the reason of 
the transmigration of that people and of the name. For thus 
he writes : Trjs ^lovbalai rh fiiv iairipta 6,Kpa^ to, irpbs rf Kao-^o), 
Kariyfivaiv ^Ibovfjialol re Koi kCfivrj. Na/3arau)i bi elalv ol 'I5ov- 
fxaiot' Karh ariaiv bi iKirca-dirres, &c. " The Idumeans and 
the lake [of Sirbon] take up the farthest western parts of 
Judea^ next to Gasius. The Idumeans are Nabateans : but 
being cast out thence by a sedition, they joined themselves 
to the Jews^ and embraced their laws.'''* 

Every one knows what the land of Edom^ or Idumea, in 
the Old Testament®, was : but it is not the same in the New ; 
and if that old Idumea retained its name (which it scarcely 

*> EngUsh folio edit., vol. ii. p. 290. <* Strab. Geog. lib. xvi. [c. 2.] 
^ Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 13. « Leusden's edition, vol.ii. p. 398. 
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did, but was swallowed up under the name of Arabia), then, 
by way of distinction^ it was called 'Uovfiala M€yi\rjy " Great 
Idumea ^.'" Idumea the Less, or the New, is that which we 
are seeking, and concerning which St. Mark speaks, no small 
part of Judea ; — so called either from its nearness to Idumea 
properly so called^ or because of the Idumeans that travelled 
thither and possessed it, and that became proselytes to the 
law and manners of the Jews. Such a one was Herod As- 
calonita. When^ therefore, it is said by the evangelist, 
that *' a great multitude followed Jesus from Qalilee, and 
from Judea, and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea," he 
speaketh either of the Jews inhabiting that part of Judea, 
which, at that time, was called Idumea, — or at least of the 
Idumeans^ who inhabited it, being now translated into the 
religion of the Jews. Concerning the country now con- 
tained under that name, we shall speak by and by, following, 
first, Pliny's footsteps a little, from the place where he sets 
out his progress, — namely, from Pelusium. 

Sect. II. — A few things of Pelusium. 

In Ezek. xxx. 15, 16, pD Sin^ in the Vulgar interpreter 
is ' Pelusium :* which the Latin interpreter of the Ghaldee 
paraphrast follows there : nor without good reason. For 
pD 8in^ and plO Tin, among the Chaldees, is Mud. See the 
Targum upon Isa. Ivii. 21. And ' Pithom' and ' Baamses' 
(Exod. i. 11), in the Targums of Jerusalem and Jonathan, 
are ]"^D1v^D1 D'^ilO Tcmis and PelusitMn: thence those two gates 
of Nile, the ' Tanitic' and the ' Pelusiac,* in Ptolemy and 
the maps. But now, that country or place, which the Sy- 
rians and Chaldeans call Sin^ that is, Muddy, — the Greeks 
call Pelusium, from IlYyXds, Mud. And who sees not that 
Tanis is derived from V^ Tin f 

And 8 here, for the sake of learners, let me observe, that 
Pelusium is called in the Tahnudists, M'^plDMDp ; which who 
would not presently interpret Cappadocia f 

W^ptOIDp f Would not any render the words thus, '* If *^ a 
man marries a wife in Cappadocia and divorces her in Cap- 

' J08. de Bell. lib. iv. cap. 30. k English foUo edit, yVo\.'\\.^.2^\. 
[iv. 9. 4.] *» Chetuh. fol. no. 2. et 120. 
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padocia, let him give her the money of Oappadocia" But 
hear Rambam upon the place ; M"^plD1Dp saith he, " is Caph- 
tor, and is called by the Arabians ^M'^TStD Damiata : which 
all know is the same with Pelusiuro. 

Hence the Targums of Jerusalem and Jonathan, and the Sy- 
riac interpreter upon Gen. x. 14, for D^IIHOS CapfUorim, read 
'^MpDDp Cappadokia/ but the Arabic reads Damiatenos ; and 
the Seventy, upon Deut. ii. 23, for " The Oaphtorim going 
out of Caphtor,^ read Ot KairirMoKcs i$€\06vT€s iic Kamra- 
boKiaiy *' The Cappadocians going out of Cappadocia." 

The Targum upon Jer. xlvii. 4, for ^"^nD? ^M n^^Mt^ " The 
remnant of the country of Caphtor,*" hath ''MptOIDp ]1133 IMtD 
" of Kapotokia."" Where Kimchi saith, " B. Saadias inter- 
prets Caphtor W10*»QT Damiata:* 

: '^lOaM 313« 5D:M «''ptOIDiTr Wnn'^DW ynS " These * 
words were written upon the gate of Pelusium ; * Anpak^ 
Anbag, Antal.** " Which were the names of some measures^ 
that it might be known to all, that they were to buy and sell 
according to that measure. 

Sect. III. — Casiotis. 

We now go on from Pelusium to mount Casius : so Pliny ; 
" From Pelusium, the trenches of Chabrias*^. Mount Casius, 
the temple of Jupiter Casius. The tomb of Pompey the 
Grreat," &c. 

Casius* was distant about three hundred furlongs from 
Pelusium (in Antoninus it is forty miles), and the lake of Sir- 
bon was twenty-eight miles from Casius. Thus Pliny's sixty- 
five miles arise from * Pelusium to the ending of Arabia.' 

Casius, in Ptolemy, is written Kaaatov^ * Cassion,** and Ka<r- 
ai&ris, *' Cassiotis,' with a double 8 ; and so also it is in Dion 
Cassius, who adds this story : — 

" Pompey ^ died at mount Cassius, on that very day 
whereon formerly he had triumphed over Mithridates and 
the pirates. Kal €ls irdurai rohs TToKCras roh^ Kaaa-Covs imb 
X/)Y;ayiov rivbs \moinvu<raSi &c. " And when, from a certain 
oracle, he had suspicion of the Cassian nation, no Cassian 

i Bab. Bathr. 58. 2. ^ Strab. ubi ante. Tabb. Asi», 

k Of Chabrias, see Diod. Sic. c. 5. 
img. (mihi) 347. °* Dion. Cas. lib. xlii. 
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laid wait for him, but he was slain and buried at the moun- 
tain of that name.**^ 

Those words of Moses do rack interpreters, Exod. xvii. 16 : 
iT'dS hv ^l Jad Al OM'jah. The Seventy render it, 
'El' X^ipi' icpv<l>aCq TTo\€fjL€L KijpioSf '^ The Lord wars with a se- 
cret hand." All other versions almost render it to this sense, 
" The hand upon the throne of the Lord.^ So the Sama- 
ritan, Syrian, Arabic, Vulgar, and the Babbins, — that is, 
* God hath sworn/ 

What if iTDS Cas-Jah be Casiotis ? For that country was 
the country of the Edomites, but especially of the Ama- 
lekites, concerning whom Moses ti*eats in that history. We 
will not too boldly depart from the common consent of all, 
and we do modestly and humbly propound this conjecture : 
which if it may take any place, the words may there be ren- 
dered, without any scruple or knot, to this sense, ^^ The hand 
of the Lord is against Gassiotis," (the country of the Ama- 
lekites ; for) ^* the Lord hath war with Amalek from genera- 
tion to generation.'" 

Sect. IV. — Bhinocorura. The Arabic Interpreter noted. 

We are now come to the river Sichor ; called * the river of 
Egypt;' not because it was within the Egyptian territories, 
but because it was the Jews^ limits towards Egypt. There, 
heretofore, was * Rhinocorura.^ Whence the Seventy, in Isa. 
xxvii. 12, render Dy^Sp *?n5"ny " Unto the river of Egypt," 
'Ea)9 *Pipoicopoiip<av, "• Unto the Rhinocoruri.'" I suppose 
the Arabic interpreter imitated them, and writ first '^I'llS 
Oorttra ; but that at last a little point i^ crept in into the 
last letter, and so it was changed from r into n. So that 
now we read 1113, which is sounded Coronis, in the Latin 
interpreter. 

Sect. V.® — The country 0/ the Anites : a part of the 
new Idumea, 

Passing the river, we enter into new Idumea, anciently the 
region of the Avites; in the Holy Scripture called Hazerim, 
Deut. ii. 23 : in the eastern interpreters, Raphia : in Pliny, 

" Leusdtn's edition, vol. ii. p. 399. ° English/olio edit., vol. ii. p. 292. 
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Rhinocorura^ and Baphia Inwards. Sometimes also in the 
Holy Scripture it is called Shur ; and instead of it^ in those 
interpreters, it is called ^ Chagra.* Whence is the name of 
mount Angaris concerning which Pliny speaks, — " Gaza, and 
inwards Anthedon, mount Angaris." For when the Syrians 
pronounced ' Ghaggara,'' the Greeks would sound a double 
Gamma by n and g, and would say * Angara.' 

Shur also is sometimes rendered by the eastern inter- 
preters nSlbn Chaluzzah^ as the Jerusalem Targum upon 
Gen. xvi. 7 ; and Jonathan upon Exod. xv. 22. The Arabic 
so renders Gerarim^ Gen. xx. i ; and Jonathan^ Baredy Gen. 
xvi. 14. Bared indeed, which signifies hail, you call in Greek 
XoAaCa : and whether the Targumists use the Greek word, 
when they render it Chaluzahy let the reader judge. 

Shur, sometimes in the Syriac interpreter, is *1W Stid^ as 
Exod. ^v. 22 ; the point for difference in the last letter being 
placed amiss. In G«n. xvi. 7, 14, Shur and Bared are ren- 
dered by them Gedar^ instead of Gerar^ by the same error. 
Bared in the Arabic is Jared there, with two points placed 
under the first letter instead of one. 

The country of the Avites, call it by what name you will, 
ended at Gaza, being stretched out thither in length, from 
the river of Egypt, forty-four miles. But the Idumea which 
we seek ended not there, but extended itself farther into 
Judea, swallowing up, under the name, that whole breadth of 
the land, from the Mediterranean sea to the sea of Sodom, 
according to the length of it. 

Sect. VI. — The whole portion 0/ Simeon within Idumea. 

It swallowed up, first, the whole portion of Simeon, a 
great part of which was contained within the country of the 
Avites ; but not a small part also extended itself farther into 
Judea. Mention is made of his ^ fourteen cities,' Josh. xix. 
if you tell them one by one ; but they are said to be only 
thirteen J ver. 6; where the LXX make an even number, while 
they take tPH'^ttJ Shartihen^ not for a city, but render it, Ol 
iypoi avT&Vy as if they had read ^H'^'lto ' their fields." But 
Sheba seems rather to be one and the same with Beersheba ; 
and so the number is made equal. 
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Sect. VII. — The whole southern cowfUry ofJudea ioithin 
Idumea. 

It swallowed up also the whole ooantry of south Judea, 
which was more generally marked out by two names^ t^TD*)*!*! 
HMnnm nvh^V 'The Upper and the Nether South f moreP 
particularly and diffusively, as some of the Jews please, it is 
divided into seven parts; i. DI'^T 2. 333 3. yy^ry 4. U^ 
5. ]Vy 6. Ttn 7. iry^y^D or ITTD and sometimes nniQ 

So that when the Holy Scripture divides the south of 
Judea from Idumea, Nuhl xxxiv, and Josh, xv, — we must 
know that dividing line now is broken, and all the south of 
Judea is called Idumea. But here, by the way, I cannot but 
note the Arabic interpreter, who renders Edom^ in Josh. xv. 1 , 
by D11 vM Borne : — by what authority let himself look to it ; 
so let the Jews do too, who commonly call the ' Bomans,' 
* Edomites.* 

How much this New Idumea shot itself into Judea is not 
to be defined ; since it admitted indeed no limits, but where 
either the force or fraud of that nation could not thrust itself 
in farther. If you betake yourself to Josephus, here and 
there speaking of that nation, you would think that it ex- 
tended almost as far as Hebron. Thence, perhaps, were 
those endeavours of some, of<i freeing the hill-country of 
Judea from tithing. CM* which endeavour we can scarce con- 
ceive another reason, than that that country was now too 
much turned heathen, and tithes should not be taken from 
heathens. For these Idumeans were but a remove from hea- 
then : they had passed into the Jewish rites ; but they were 
neither friends to the Jews nor to their religion. 

Sect. VIII.'— 0/*/A« third Palestine, or Palestine called 
' the HeaUhfui,' 

While I am thinking of this New Idumea, I have a suspi- 
cion whether the ^ third Palestine,' which is also called ^ ' the 
Healthful/ may not be understood of this very part of Pales- 

P Hieros. Sanhedr. fol. 18. 4. ' English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 
Beresh. Rabba, §;. ^2, 393. 

<i HieroB. Demai, fol. 34. 4. " In Notit. Imper. Orient. * 
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tine ; and, while I think upon it^ I doubt again of the division 
of Palestine into two parts, in the oode of Justinian and 
Theodosius ; and into three parts in the Notitia. 

In^ the edict of Theodosius and Yalentinian are these 
words ; " Judseorum Primates, qui in utriusque Palsestinae 
Synhedriis dominantur, vel in aliis provinciis degunt, periculo 
suo anniversarium canonem de synagogis omnibus, Palatinis 
compellentibus, exigant ad earn formam^ quam patriarch» 
quondam, coronarii auri nomine, postulabant,'' &c. " The 
chief of the Jews, who were over the Sanhedrims in both 
Palestines, or live in other provinces/' &c. 

The mention of ^ both Palestines'' seems plainly to exclude 
a threefold division ; or at least to conclude, that there were 
no Sanhedrims in the third part. For without all scruple, the 
' Notitia Imperii' gives us a ' third part,' in which are ranked, 
*^ Under the disposition of the worthy man^ the Earl of the 
East, these provinces underwritten : 

Palestine. 

Phoenice. 

Syria. 

C^rus. 

Palestine the second <^. 

Palestine the Healthful. 

Phoenice of Libanus." 
And Justinian^ hath these words; *' When all Palestine 
formerly was one, it was afterward divided into three parts.^ 
The head of the first the same emperor assigns to be 
Gsesarea ; Gulielmus TyriusJ to be Jerusalem : and concern- 
ing the second and thirds he and Pancirolus do not agree. 
For the metropolis of the second, according to Tyrius, is 
Osesarea, — and Scythopolis of the third : — according to Pan- 
cirolus, Samaria is the metropolis of the second, — and Jeru- 
salem of the third. 

On the credit of Justinian, you may with good reason sup- 
pose the first to be that, whose head is Caesarea ; the second, 
reason itself will persuade us to have been that of Jerusalem; 
and where you will go to seek the third, I, for my part, 



^ Cod. lib. i, tit. dc Jud. et caelic. « Novel. 103. 
§.17. T De Bell. Sacr. lib. xiii. cap. 3. 

" Ltusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 400. 
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know not, if not in this our Idumea. It is not indeed to 
be dissembled, that, in the Notitia Imperii, in the scheme 
adorned with the pictures of the Roman garrisons, Jordan is 
painted running between them, five being placed on this side, 
and eight on that. So that it may seem that the couBtry 
beyond Jordan was the third part. But I shall not dispute 
here^ whether that be not in part to be disposed under the 
governor of Syria or Arabia; but there are some things 
which seem to favour such an opinion, partly in the Notitia 
itself, but espeoiaUy in the authors alleged. 

If, therefore, I may be allowed my conjecture concerning 
this New Idumea, then some answer may be given about the 
Sanhedrims of both Palestines, in the meantime not denying 
the threefold division of it. We must consider^ indeed, that 
there were councils or Sanhedrims in the times of Theodosius 
and Valentinian^ &c. They were, in times past, in that Pales- 
tine whose head was Csesarea, and in that Palestine whose 
head was Jerusalem: but not in that Idumea concerning 
which we speak, whose head, whether ye state it to be Gkza 
or Ascalon, or Eleutheropolis, concerning which Jerome so 
often speaks, and perhaps Bereshith Babba ^, we do not 
define. 

Mention indeed occurs in the Talmudists of DITl '^^pt &nd 
'^MTDI^l " The southern Babbins ;^ but not so called, because 
they dwelt in the furthest southern parts of Judea, for those 
of Jafne and Lydda had that name, but becanse Judea was 
south of Gktlilee. For the Babbins of Tiberias give them 
that title. 

But, whatsoever at last that ' Third Palestine' was, no less 
scruple arises why it was called ^ Salutaris,' the ^ Healthful.'* 
Pancirolus will have it to be from the wholesome waters: 
and he learned from Sozomen \ that they ran from Emmaus 
into Judea, namely, that fountain where Christ washed his 
disciples' feet : ^* from whence the water (to use his words), 
facta est diversarum medicamen passionum, became medicinal 
for divers distempers.^' 

But besides that that story savours enough of fable, the 
word Emmaui^ if I may be judge, deceived its first author, 
which indeed sometimes is written for Amrnam^ denoting 
2 In sect. 43. » Lib. v. c. 31. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. P 
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*'' hot baths,'" and tranalatee the word Chmmiath into Ghwek 
pronunciation ; but he, whosoever was the first author of itj 
had scarcely found that town of Judea called Emmaoa, written 
by the Jews TyOn Chammath, but DIMDV or D1MDH Am- 
mau»^ very far from the signification of ' warm baths.' 

To b this add also, that mention is made in the same No- 
titia, of Galatia Salutaris, or the ' Healthful ;^ and there is a 
distinction between Macedonia and Macedonia the Healtb- 
ful ; Phrygia Pacatiana^ and Phrygia the Healthful ; Syria 
of Euphrates, and Syria the Healthful. In all which it will 
be somewhat hard to find medicinal waters : and the exam- 
ples which the author alleged produceth concerning some of 
them are so incredulous, that I would be ashamed to relate 
them after him. 

I should rather think these countries so called from the 
companies and wings of the Roman army, called ' Salutares f 
for mention is made, in the same Notitia, of ' Ala Salutia,' 
' the wing of health,' or safety ; as ' Ala seconda Salutis,' 
' the second wing of safety,' under the duke of Phoenioe ; or 
perhaps the best appointed and strongest garrisons of the 
Romans, and such as conduced most to the safety and peace 
of the whole country, had their stations there. And in Uii» 
our Idumea, which we suppose to be the Third Palestine, or 
Salntaris, were placed, and that out of the greater muster- 
roll,— 

''The Dalmatkm horse ofHillyria, at Berosaba," or in 
Beersheba. 

'* The shield-bearing horse of lUyria, at Ghermula^'*^ or in 
Garmel, where Nabal dwelt. 

'' The promoted horse, inhabitants at Zodeeath ;^ which I 
suspect to be the cave of Zedekiah, concerning whidi the 
Talmudists speak. 

" The javelin-bearing horse, inhabitants at Zoar." Bat 
let these things be left in suspense. 

And now to return thither whence this whole dispute wa« 
raised, when it is said by St. Mark, that '^ a great multitude 
followed Jesus from Galilee and Judea, and Jerusalem^ and 
from Idumea, and from beyond Jordan;^ he retains the 
known and common division of the land of Israel at that 
^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 294. 
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time, although not in the fame tenns. The diyisi<m was into 
PPnST Judea, and hh> Oaiilee : and \r\T\ nay " The 
country beyond Jordan. " — * Galilee and the country beyond 
Jordan/ he expresseth in terms: and for Judea in general, he 
names the parts of it, Jerusalem and Judea, as distinguished 
from Idumea, and Idumea as the south part of Judea. 

CHAP, II.c 
I. "Epriiws. The feiUhmm$, of different tign^fieatian. 11. ISIQ 
rnVT* The mtdemeee of Judah. III. A scheme of AephaL 
tUeSy and the toUdemese of Judahy or of (ulfaeeni Idumea. 
IV. '^EfnjiJLOi ^loviatas, The wUdemees of Judea where Johm 
the Baptiei toae. V. M^ iypiovy WUd honey, Mark i. 6. 
VL U€pCx^po9 Tov 'Jopbdifov, The region about Jordan^, 
Matt. iii. 5. 

Sect. I. — 7%^ wUdemess : Mark i. 4^ iz. 

The word ipt^^y toildeme8$f stops us in a wilderness, if it is 
of so various and doubtful signification. 

I. Sometimes it denotes only the Jtetde^ or tJte country 
in opposition to the city; which we observed at Matt. iii. i: 
where if any one be displeased that I rendered ' Seah of the 
wilderness* by ' the country Seah,^ when it might be ren- 
dered, and perhaps ought, ' the Seah which the Israelites 
used when they encamped in the wilderness^' let him, if he 
please, take another example for it. 

ni'na'TCn n« \^WtT\ ]'^pWD r« " They^ do not water 
and kill the cattle of the wilderness. The Gloss is, '' It was 
usual to water cattle before killing them^ that they might the 
more easily be flayed. nVi'^'^nn ri« l^pm^ VlH But they 
water domestic [or tame] cattle. And these are ill^naiQ 
eaUU of the imldemeny those that go out to pasture in time of 
the Passover, and return home at the first rain, that is^ in 
the month Marchesvan. Babba saith, These are cattle of the 
wilderness, "^QHl jyWTW 73 all that feed in the meadotoe and 
come not home.'' The Gloss is, mn^^mT nViaiQ " The 
cattle of the wilderness are those that are abroad in the 
fieMs.'* 



c Lfusden's HtUiem, vol. n. p. 4oi. 
^ Schab. foL 45. 3. Bezah, fol. 40. 



40. I. 

p 2 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



212 Choroffrapiical decad. 

II. The word *miD '' the wildernesB,^ denotes a ehampaigii 
country, where one man's ground is not distinguished from 
another's by fences. 

" They« do not breed up smaller cattle in the land of 
Israd, but in Syria they do. 'V'^ ^ tmOVSys And m 
the tJoUdemesses of the land of Isra^^S Where the Gloss 
thus : ^ They do not breed such cattle in the land of Israel, 
that they feed not down the fields : now the fields in the land 
of Israel do belong, without doubt, to some Israelite." But 
they fed in the deserts ; that is, where field was not distin- 
gui.^hed from field, but all was common. Hence you may 
understand what is signified by the desert of Zipfa, of Maon, 
of Tekoah, &c. ; namely, a region or country near to cities, 
where also were scattered houses; but especially, eitlier 
champaign^ where no fences were to make distinction of 
lands ; or mountaimm», and that which was barren and with- 
out improvement. 

III. There is no need to speak of the deserts that were 
altogether desolate and without inhabitant; such as the 
deserts of Arabia, of Libya, &c. 

Sect. II. — min^ IITO The mldemess qf Jf$daA, 
Perhaps I shall be laughed at if I distinguish between 
the wilderness of Judah and the wilderness of Judea. And 
formerly such a distinction did deserve laughter; but when 
the name of Idumea, as I have shewed, swallowed up a great 
part of Judea, then it was not only to be borne with, but 
necessary also, to distinguish between the wilderness of Judah, 
of which Josh. xv. 61, and the title of Psal. Ixiii, and the wil- 
derness of Judea where John baptized. 

l^he title of that Psalm in the original Hebrew is thus, 

rmrr; "^anpn invrn ti-tS ^'\J2xq '' a Psalm of David 

when he was in the desert of Judah.'' But the Greek inter- 
preters render it, ** A Psalm of David when he was iv if 
iprifi<a njs *Idou/uta/as, in the wildemeBS of Idumea^ And the 
Vulgar, " A Psalm of David when he was in the desert of 
Iduniea :" acting the part of no good interpreters^ but of no 
ill pai-aphrasts. So Jer ix. 26 ; DllM hv^ rmm hv 'Ewi 
\h6viMLlav, KoL €irl ^E^cifi' " Upon Idumea, and upon Edonu^ 
« English folio edition, voUii. p. 295. ' Bava Kama, fol. 79. J. 
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If you ask where David was when he composed that 
Psahn, it is answered (i Sam. xxiv. i), ** In the wilderness 
of £n-gedi :*" and if you search further for the precise place, 
it was there where the castle Masada was afterward built. 
For I doubt not at all, that that place, as Josephuss describes 
it, was the same with uh^T} '^"1« " the rocks of the wild 
goats.*' [i Sam. xxiv. 3.] 

I appeal here to the maps and their authors, in whom 
*En-gedr and 'Masada' (and * Lot's cave') are placed not 
very far ftx»m the utmost north coast of Asphaltites : let 
them say whether Idumea stretched out itself so far. If not^ 
let them correct the interpreters whom we have named ; and 
though it be so^ they might show by what authority they 
place those places there^ and let them friendly correct me 
putting them far elsewhere. 

Sect. III. — A scheme of Atphaltites, and of the tcildemess 
ofJudah, or Idumea adjaceni. 

Wb^ are now indeed out of our bounds; but we hope 
not out of the bounds of truth. Therefore, in one or two 
words, we thus confirm the situation that we have assigned 
to these places : 

I. In Gten. X. 19, €hiza and Sodom are made to lie in a 
parallel line. 

II. Lasha is Callirrhoe. So Jonathan renders VtDv T? 
' unto Lasha,' "^Hl'^bp TV ' imto Callirrhoe.' So also Bere- 
shith Babbah^ and the Jerusalem Talmudists^, in the places 
cited at the margin. 

You have the situation of it in Pliny, on the same coast 
with Macherus. '< Arabia ^ of the Nomades looks upon 
Asphaltites on the east^ — Macherus^ on the south. On the 
same side is Gallirrhoe, a warm spring, of a medicinal whole- 
someness." 

And now let it be observed, from the place alleged out 
of Gtonesis^ that, after the same manner as Sidon and Gaza, 
the limits on the west part, are placed, so are Sodom and 
Lasha seated on the east, one on the south, and the other 



t De BcU. lib. vii. cap. 13. * Sect. 37. 

^ BngUsh folio edit, vol. ii. p. 296. ^ MegiU. fol. 71.9. 
---Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 402. l Nat. Hi«t. lib. v. cap. 16. 
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on the north ; and the other oitieB stood in this order : from 
Lasha, southward, Zeboim ; after it, Admah ; after it, Gk>- 
morrah ; and after it, on the utmost southern coast, Sodom. 

III. The Asphaltites, saith Josephus™, is extended in 
length, M^xP* Zodfmv Tfjf 'ApafiCa$, '^ unto Zoar of Arabia;" 
and, Deut. xxxiv. 3, Moses, from mount Nebo, beheld Zoar 
from the utmost bounds of the land on that side, as he had 
beheld the utmost bounds of it from other sides. 

ly. £n-gedi is Hazezon-tamar ; so the Targum of Onkelos 
in Gen. xiy. 7 : see 2 Ghron. xx. 2 ; and Tamar was the 
utmost south border : Ezek. xlvii. 19 ; iT'HTDn "^13 ]^V'^' 

y. ^' The border of Judea (saith Solinus^) was the oastle 
Masada. And that not far from Asphaltites p.**" 

Josephus<i indeed saith, that this castle was oi v6ppm 
*Upo<roXiiiJLOi>v, ^' not far from Jerusalem ;" which seems to 
thwart me in placing it as I have done. But> besides that 
we might contend about that reading, when it is very usual 
with historians to use the words ov 'irSpfxo^ and iyyifs^ ' not 
far off/ and ' near/ in a very wide and loose sense, — one 
can hardly build any thing upon this. So Solinus' ; *' Cal- 
lirrhoe is a fountain very near Jerusalem;'" when yet how 
far off was it ! And in StraboS Lecheus is Xi/at^v rrjs 'iTokfa^ 
iyyif^i " a port near Italy ;" when yet it was distant many 
hundreds of miles. 

Masada in Hebrew is mStD MaUadah^ which implies ^ 
faHifioaticn : and that with good reason, when that oastle was 
fortified even to a miracle. The name is taken from 1 Sam. 
xxiii. 14. 19 ; [WlSOS] where the Seventy, the Syriao,and 
Arabic seem to have read mjlD with "^ (Resh), and not with 
1 (Daleth). For they read in the former place, iv roiy ct€- 
ifot;, ^' in the strait places C and in the latter, iv Mofffpiii, 
" in Maserem^ (otherwise MaT€/o^(?, Masereih), iv toU ari- 
vols, " in the strait places.'" The Syriac and Arabic read 
Mdgroth ; as though they had read in the original ill'^SQl 
ni*)SDl. So Josephus " ; kvrht {^afiCbrist) lurh r&v <rhv a^f 

» De Bell. lib. iv. cap. 27. ' Solin. in the place above. 

»> Bercshith Rabba, sect. 26. • Geogr. lib. 8. 

^ Solin. cap. 38. < Letuden^s editum, vol. ii. p. 403. 

P Plin. lib. V. cap. 17. » Antiq. lib. vi. cap. 14. fHucf- 

4 De BelL lib.iv. cap. 34. [iv. 7. a.] ton, p. 304. L 47.] [yi. 13. 4. J 
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tU r^ }AaffOi\fAv ivifit) crivriv' '' He (David), with those that 
were witii him, went up to the strait place of Maatheri.**^ 

Sbct. IV. T%e wiidem0$$ of Jvdea^ whert John 
Baptigt uxu. 
Thub far we have launched out into the wilderness of Ju- 
dah, or Idumea ; and that the more willingly, because in de- 
scribing it, I have described also some part of New Idumea, 
of which discourse was had in the chapter aforegoing. Now 
we seek tprnxos *lovba(as, ^^ the wilderness of Judea," concern- 
ing which the Gh>spels speak in the history of the Baptist. 

I. And first, we cannot pass it over without observation, 
that it was not only without prophetical prediction that he 
first appeared preaching in the wilderness, Isa. xl. 3, but 
it was not without a mystery also. For when the heathen 
world is very frequently in the prophets called ' the vrilder- 
ness,' and God promiseth that he would do glorious things 
to that wilderness, that he would produce there pools of 
waters, that he would bring in there all manner of fruit- 
fulness, and that he would turn the horrid desert into the 
pleasure of a paradise (all which were to be performed in a 
spiritual sense by the gospel); it excellently suited even in 
the letter with these promises, that the gospel should take 
its beginning in the wilderness. 

II. I, indeed, think the Baptist was bom in Hebron, a 
city of Aaron, in the hill-country of Judea, Josh. xxi. 11, 
Luke i. 5, 39 ; he being an Aaronite by father and mother. 
The house of his cradle is shown to travellers elsewhere; 
concerning which, inquire whether Beth Zachariah, men- 
tioned in Josephus^ and the Book of the Maccabees r, 
afforded not a foundation to that tradition. It was distant 
from Bethsura only seventy furlongs, or thereabouts, as may 
be gathered from the same Josephus (by which word the 
Seventy render ^ South Beth-el in i Sam. xxx. 27); and 
whether the situation does not agree^ let them inquire who 
please. 

A littie cell of his is also shewed further in the wilderness, 
as it is called, of Judea, cut out of a rock, together with his 

' Antiq. Iib.xn.cap.i4.[xii.9.4.] ' Engliih foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 
y I Mace. vi. 33. 397. 
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bed, and a fountain running by ; which we leave to such as 
are easy of belief: the wilderness certainly where he preached 
and baptized is to be sought for far elsewhere. 

III. Luke saith, that *^ the word of the Liord came to 
John in the wilderness, koL ^\6€v cis vaxrav it^pixo^pav tov 
'lopbivov, and he went into all the country about Jordan." 
He sojourned from wilderness to wilderness. In the wilder- 
ness, in the hill-country of Judea, he passed his youth as a 
private man ; not as an eremite, but employed in some work 
or study ; and assumed nothing of austerity, besides Naza- 
riteship, before the thirtieth year of his age. Then the Spirit 
of prophecy came upon him, and ** the word of the Lord came 
unto him," teaching him concerning his function and office, 
instructing him about his food and clothing, and directing 
him to the place where he should begin his ministry. 

The region about Jericho was that place, or that country, 
that lay betwixt that city and Jordan, and so on this side of 
it and on that about the same space ; also on this side Jeri- 
oho^ towards Jerusalem. A country very agreeable to the 
title which the evangelists give it, and very fit for John^s 
ministry. For, 

I. It was sufficiently desert, according to what is said, 
'' John ioame preaching in the wilderness.'* 

*^ The space (saith Josephus ^) from Jericho to Jerusalem, 
is desert and rocky ; but towards Jordan and the Asphaltites, 
more level, but as desert and barren.^ And Saligniac writes ; 
" The ^ journey from Jerusalem is very difficult, stony, and 
very rough; the like to which I do not remember I have 
seen. Jericho is distant from Jordan almost ten miles,*^ &c. 

II. This country might, for distinction, be called ' the 
wilderness of Judea,^ because other regions of Judea had 
other names : as. ' The King's mountain,^ ' The plain of the 
South,' ' The plain of Lydda,' * The valley from En-gedi,' 
* The region about Betharon «,*" &c. 

III. Although that country were so desert, yet it abounded 
very much with people. For, besides that abundance of vil- 
lages were scattered here and there in it, i. Jericho itself 
was the next city to Jerusalem in dignity. 2. There were 

» Dc BcUo, Kb. iv. cap. 37. [iv. *» Tom. ix. cap. 5. 
8. 3] ^ Hieros. SheTiith, fol. 36. 4. 
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always twelve thousand men in it, of the courses of the 
priests. 3. That way was daily trodden by a very numerous 
multitude, partly of such who travelled between those cities, 
pardy of such who went out of other parts of Judea, and 
likewise out of the land of Ephraim into Perea, and of them 
who went out of Perea into those countries. 4. John began 
his ministry about the time of the Passover, when a far 
greater company flocked that way. 

IV. This country was very convenient for food and pro- 
vision, in regard of its wild honey; of which let me say a 
few things. 

Sect. V. — M^Ai iypiov mid honey ; Mark i. 6. 

When it is so often repeated in the Holy Scripture, that 
God gave to his people Israel '' a land flowing with milk 
and honey, '*^ hence, i. One would conclude that the whole 
land flowed with it ; and, 2. Hence one would expect infinite 
hives of bees. But hear what the Talmudists say of these 
things: 

'' R. Jonah <l saith®. The land flowing with milk and honey 
is the land, some part of which flows with milk and honey." 
And that part, they say, is in Galilee : for thus they speak ; 
" For sixteen miles every way from Zippor is a land flowing 
with milk and honey {^ of which thing and country we shall 
speak elsewhere. 

** R. Jose f of (Galilee saith. They bring not the first-fruits 
out of the country which is beyond Jordan, because that is 
not the land flowing with milk and honey/' And he that 
brought the first-fruits was to say, " The Lord gave us this 
land flowing with milk and honey ; and now I have brought 
the first-fruits of the land, which thou, O Liord, hast given 
me.*" Deut. xxvi. 9, 10. 

But that part that flowed, how did it flow with honey? 
Learn that from Rambam upon the place : ^^ When he saith 
* and honey,* he understands D*''^On Sd ttDI the honey of 
palms. For the palm trees, which are in the plain and in 
the valleys, abound very much with honey.'' 

There was honey also distilling from the fig-trees. '' R. 

A Leu$den*s ediium, vol. ii. p. 404. « Hierot. Biccarim, fol. 64. a. 
' Biccurim, cap. i. hal. 15. 
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Jacobs Ben ^MHDI*! JDo$Ukeu$ saith, I went on a oertain 
time from Lydda to Ono before day-break^ up to the andes 
in the honey of figa.*" 

This is the liAU iypuw^ * the wild honey^ of which the 
evangehsts speak, as of the Baptist*s food. And how con- 
venient for this the region about Jericho was, which was 
called^ *The country of palm-trees/ is clear to every eye. 
Diodorus Siculus^ hath these words of a certain nation of 
Arabians: <^erai airois t6 iriir^pi iiri t&v ^vbpmp, ircd fx^Xt 
voKv rb nakcfifAtvov iypiov, ^ \p&vTai irorf fiiv Hharos* ^^ They 
have pepper from the trees^ and much honey^ called wild 
honey, which they use to drink with water/' Whether it 
were also as plentiful in locusts we do not say; certainly, 
in this also it gave place to no country, if either barrenness 
or fruitfulness served for the breeding them : for Jericho and 
Uie adjacent parts was like a garden of pleasure in the midst 
of a desert. Certainly, Uie place was very convenioit for that 
great work to be performed by the Baptist; that is, bap- 
tizing in Jordan. 

Sect. VI. — Fleptx^pos tov 'lop^ivov " The region round 
about Jordan** Matt. lii. 5. 

Herb that of Borchard is not unuseful : ^^ Know ^, that 
from the rise of Jordan under Libanus, unto the desert of 
Pharan, almost a hundred miles, Jordan itself, on both 
shores, hath spacious and pleasant fields, which are com- 
passed behind with very high mountains." The truth of 
which, if his eyes had not experienced it, he might have 
learned from Josephus, who speaks thus : 

'^ Over I Jericho hangs a mountain stretched forth north- 
ward, even to the country of Soythopolis ; and southward to 
the country of Sodom, and the utmost borders of the Asphal- 
tites. It is craggy, and not habitable by reason of barren- 
ness. Against it runs out a mountain near Jordan, beginning 
at Julias, and the north country, and stretched out south- 
ward unto Gomorrah, where it bounds the rock of Arabia. 
The middle between these two mountainous regions is called 

r Chetub. fol. i r 1 . 3. ^ Borch. cap. 7. 36. 

)> EngUsk folio edition^ vol. ii. ' Jos. de Bell. lib. iv. cap. 37. 
p. 398. [Hudion, p. 1 193.] [iv. 8. 3.] 

1 Diod. Sic. lib. zix. 
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}Aiya vibiov, The great plain, extended from the town 6in« 
nabri into the Asphaltites : in length twelve hundred furlongs, 
in breadth one hundred and twenty. Kal ijA<tov ivh rov 'lop- 
hdvQv rcfAvcroiy and it is cut in the middle by Jordan.'' The 
plain of Jordan before the overthrow of Sodom^ &o. Qen. xix. 
[25.] IB v€pCx(Apos, ' the country about it/ in the Seventy. 

Those words teach what is Tt€pl\(dpos 'lopddbov, ^' the 
region about Jordan T and the word vcura, 'all/ added by 
the evangelist, may persuade us that the further side may 
also be taken in^ especially if it be considered how small a 
distance the river made. The space was so little, that^ as the 
Oemarists relate, *^ a "° fire kindled on one side reached over 
to the other." And they suppose, water on this side might 
be spirted to the other, in that caution : ** Let" no man take 
the waters of purification and the ashes of purification, and 
carry them beyond Jordan ; nor let him stand on this side, 
and spirt to the other.*** 

However, the river was not so broad, but that two, stand- 
ing on each bank, might look upon one another, cast some- 
thing over from the one side to the other^ yea, and talk 
together. And then think, whether the inhabitants of Uie 
further side resorted not to the Baptist, being so near him, 
and, as it were, within sight of him. 

The masters dispute, whether Jordan be to be esteemed 
as ' the bounds of the land of Israel,' or as ' the land itself/ 
and the occasion of that dispute ariseth from another ques- 
tion, namely this : The flock of one man is separated and 
divided into two parts, and those two parts feed in distant 
places : it is asked. Whether tithe is to be taken as of one 
flock, or two \ Hence the discussion of the point glides to 
Jordan ; one part of the flock is on this side Jordan, the 
other on the other. If Jordan be to be esteemed for * the 
bounds of the land,^ then one part is within the land, the 
other without. But if it be to be reputed for ' the land 
itself,^ then the business is otherwise. Among other Uiings 
in this dispute, 

" Saith o Rabbah Bar Bar Channah, B. Jochanan saith 



m Hieros. Bava Kama, fol. 5. 3. " Bab. Jevamoth, fol. 116. 3. 

^ Becorotb, fo].55. 1. 
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7r^r}y\ ^ryy^ n^'lD m'tM p^'» pM Jordan « not, hut inwards 
from Jericho, and beneath it^ You would think me more 
skilful than a diver, to fetch this secret from the bottom. 
* Jordan is not Jordan above Jericho/ is a paradox that 
vexes the Glossers themselves, much more therefore may 
it me. One understands the thing according to the bare 
letter ; for *' he that voweth (saith he) that he will not 
drink of Jordan, may drink above Jericho.'^ Another under- 
stands it of Jericho, as being a bounds, yea, as the bounds 
named below Jericho only; Josh, xviii. 20. We make no 
tarrying upon the business. But if Jordan had such a limita- 
tion, that Jordan was not above P Jericho, 17 ittplx^pos 'lop- 
ddpov, ' The region about Jordan/ is to be understood in the 
same limitation, namely, that it is only below Jericho. See 
the Seventy on Gbn. xiii. 10» t 2. 

The masters, sifting this business, out of one scruple move 
another ; for they speak these words ; *' Jordan floweth out 
of the cave of Paneas, goes along by the Sibbechean sea, by 
the sea of Tiberias, by the sea of Sodom, D^7 vDW '^^VD 
7TlJin andpctsseth on^ and glides into the Great sea ; ]n^ pW 
rro^TI im^ n^lO M7M but Jordan is not iut intoards Jfrom 
Jericho, and below it.'" Let any shew me where Jordan 
flows out of the sea of Sodom into the Mediterranean. The 
river Shihor, carrying blackness in its name, may^ be taken 
for it, if it be any other ; but neither does this appear con- 
cerning it. 

While you see multitudes gathered together to John, and 
gladly baptized in Jordan, without fear» without danger, 
alas, how much was Jordan changed from that Jordan in 
that story of Saligniac ! " Jordan (saith he^), in which place 
Glirist was baptized, is famous for a ruinous building. Here, 
therefore, all we pilgrims went into the holy river, and washed 
our bodies and our souls ; those from filth, and these from 
sin ; a matter of very great joy and health, had not an un- 
happy accident disturbed our joys. For a certain physician, 
a Frenchman, of our company, an honest man, going some- 
thing further into the river, was caught with a crocodile 

P Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 405. ^ English foUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 299. 
' Salign. torn. iz. cap. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VaruAU Carbons. ftStl 

(whether one should call it a dragon or a beast, it is un- 
certain), and swallowed him up^ not without the common 
grief of our brethren.*" 

The wilderness also, where our Saviour underwent his forty 
days' temptation, was on the same bank of Jordan where the 
baptism of John was ; St. Luke witnessing it, that Jesus, 
being now baptized, wforpc^ev inb rod ^lopbivov, " returned 
from Jordan/' namely, from the same tract whereby he came 
thither. 

CHAP. III. 

I. Various Carbans. II. m^DW Corban Chests. III. The 
Corban Tiyoh Chamber, IV. Where the raCo<f)v\iiciov, the 
Treasury^ was. V. p*» 13 Oad Javan in the Temple. VI. 
Jerusalem^ in HerodotWj is Cadytis. VII. The streets of 
Jerusalem. VIII. The street leading from the Temple Unoards 
the Mount of Olivet. 

Sect. I. — TaJCoiA)\iKiov' the Treasury; Mark xii. 41. 

That which the Talmudists say of some other things, 
yi'^M ]rTO U^rW that» "they were two, which at last be- 
came four,"' may have place as to the Corbans, or holy trea- 
suries. Theyt were ttoo^ as to their end; but/cmr, as to the 
despatch of them to that end. 

There 'I was a Corban n^'lH pub for the repair of the 
building of the Temple ; and there was a Corban ilTOy^ 
Wlpdnfor the preparing such things as were necessary for 
the divine service in the Temple. And both were two. The 
duplicity of the former you have in this tradition : 

: UnpT^l Vrr jys'ysh ^rW " There were two chambers in the 
Temple. CTiWH fOttT? The chamber of the silent [or of the 
private] ; where pious men offered privately ; whence the 
children of pious parents were nourished also privately;'*' 
that is, they did their charity secretly for this pious use, 
that it might not be known who did it. There are some 
who think these D^MSTTT silent onesj were the same with the 
Essenes ; of which we will not dispute : nor do we number 
this charitable treasury among the Corbans, concerning 

• Shevuotb, cap. i. hal. i. ^ Zevachin, fol. 54. 2. 

u Shekalim, cap. 5. hal. 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22S Chorogra^kical deoad. 

which we are now treating; because it conferred nothing 
to the business of the Temple. But the tradition goes 
forward ; 

: Q'hyi rOvh\ " And there was the chamber of the 
vessels^ where whosoever offered any vessel laid it. And 
after thirty days the treasurers opened the chambers ; and 
whatsoever vessel was found in it, which was useful to the 
repairing of tiie building, was laid up for that use. And 
whatsoever was not useful was sold; and the price of it 
went mH |7n nStTrP to the chamber for the repairing of 
the house.'' 

You observe, how there was a ' Corban of vessels,' or 
instruments of iron, brass, silver, &c. ; and a ^ Corban of 
money ; both for the same end, that is, for the repair of the 
building and structure of the Temple and courts, if by some 
means or other they might fall down, or might receive da- 
mage by the injury of time, of tempests, or rains. 

Maimonides adds, '?5'»rr 71D rOI^D The^ veib of the Temple 
also come out of the chamber for the repair of the building ; 
but the veils of the doors out of the Corban nStDv chamber : 
of which afterward. 

Sect, ll.y— m^DW The Corban chests. 

There was also a double Corban, whence the charges of 
things necessary for the divine worship were defrayed. The 
first was ni"^S*1B?9 or certain chests^ of which thus the 
masters: 

:irnpDl Vn W'^DW 'T " There^ tcere thirteen chests in 
the Temple^ in which was written, pn^TTf p vpn New shekeb 
[that IS, of the present year],pp'^ny p7pn OW shetels [or, 
shekels of the year past], p3^p TurtleSy &c. 

Maimonides * still more largely and plainly : " In the 
Temple were thirteen chests formed like trumpets ;" that is, 
narrower below, and more broad above. 

" The first was for the shekels of the present year. 

" The second *> was for the shekels of the year past. 

" The third, for those who were to bring an oblation of 

< In Shekalim, cap. 4. fol. 55. 3. 

y BngUikfoUo edit., vol. ii. p. 300. *■ In the place above, cap. 2. 

' Shekalim, cap. 6. haJ. 5. Joma, ^ Leu9den*9 edition, vol. u. p. 406. 
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two turtks, or pigeons, one for a burnt-offering, the other for 
a aaorifice for sin ; the price of it they cast into this chest. 

'* The fourth, for him who otherwise ought an oblation of 
birds. The price of it he cast into this chest. 

" The fifth for him who voluntarily offered money to buy 
wood for the altar. 

'^ The sixths for him who offered money to buy frankin- 
cense. 

^^ The seventh^ for him who offered gold for the mercy- 
seat. 

^^ The eighth, for that which remained of the sacrifice for 
sin: namely, when one dedicated money for Uie sacrifice 
for sin, and bought a sacrifice with it, and something re- 
mained over and above, let him oast that into this chest. 

" The ninUi, for that which remained of the sacrifice for 
transgression. 

'^ The tenUi, for that which remained of the pigeons for 
the women that had fluxes, and that were delivered from 
childbirth. 

** The eleventh, for that which remained of the oblations 
of the Mazarite. 

'' The twelfth, for that which remained of the sacrifice of 
the leper. 

** The thirteenth, for him who offered moneys for Uie 
burnt-offering of cattle. 

*' And upon each chest was written that for which the 
money that was laid up in it was appointed.^ 

In one of these chests the widow, commended by our Sa- 
viour, cast in her two mites : but where they were placed, we 
will inquire by and by. 

Sect. III. — The Oorban TJSvh chamber. 

There was also a chamber in which whatsoever money 
was collected in these chests, of which we have spoken, 
was emptied out into three other chests ; which is called by 
the Talmudists, emphatically and Kai' i^py^Vy TXyihy or the 
chamber. 

^^ There <^ were three chests, each containing three seahs, 
into which they empty the Corban, and on them were written 

^ Joma, fol. 64. 1. 
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^2 m'. And why, saith B. Jose, was Aleph, Beth, Gimel, 
written upon them ? namely, that it might be known which 
of them was filled first, that it might first be emptied. B. 
Ishmael saith. The inscription was in Greek, Alpha, Beta, 
Gamma <*." 

The chests which are here spoken of were those into 
which the three greater were emptied, which always stood 
unmovable in the chamber. The manner of the emptying 
of which take from the words of the Gloss in the place al- 
leged : " Those chests in which the money was laid-up did 
contain twenty seven seahs [each nine] ; and they were covered 
with a linen cloth. He who was to empty entered with three 
chests containing nine seahs. He first filled the chest marked 
M> out of the first of the three great chests ; and then covered 
it with the linen cloth. Then he uncovered the second of 
the great chests; and out of it he filled the second chest, 
marked with 1 ; and covered it again. Then he uncovered the 
third of the great chests, and filled the third chest, marked :i : 
but covered not the other again," &;c. 

Moreover, of the manner and time of this emptying, thus 
the masters speak : ** Thrice « in a year rTiWTT? JIM pD'^V) 
they take care about the chamber" (for let me render it thus in 
this place) ; that is, as the Gloss writes [out of the thirteen 
chests they transferred whatsoever had been collected in 
them into these three great ones, which were in this cham- 
ber, and in like manner they emptied them into three less, of 
which before], nDDH D'^'^DD " About the space of half a 
month before Passover^ before Pentecost, and before the 
Feast of Tabernacles: or, in the beginning of the month 
Nisan, and of the month Tisri, and fifteen days before Pen- 
tecost." 

And f here I cannot but transcribe the words of the Glosser 
in that place of the Talmud, which we are now upon, as not 
a little illustrating the place in the Evangelists. 

^^ They published (saith he) and made known that they 
should bring the oblation of the Lord {the half-shekel), they 
that were near (to Jerusalem), at the Passover; and they 
that were further off, at Pentecost ; and they that were most 

d Shekalim, cap. 3. • Ibid, 

f English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 301. 
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remote, at the Feast of Tabernacles.'' D1"^Dn pnn,TT \hri 

prrDD pirm-T p'rm nnsy Dr\zi2, pp^mi p^m noo 

• 3nn Dl'^DlThese words serve for a light to the story in 
St. Matthew, ohap. xvii., of the collectors of the Didrachm, 
or half-shekel, requiring it of Christ at Capernaum, when the 
feast of the Passover was now past a great while ago. But 
we go on. 

** He who went into the chamber to empty the chest, 
went not in with a folded garment, nor with shoes, nor with 
sandals, nor with phylacteries, nor with charms,*" &c. And 
the reason was, that there might be no opportunity, and all 
suspicion might be removed, of stealing and hiding any of 
the money under them. 

The money taken thence served to buy the daily sacrifice, 
and the drink-oflferings, salt, wood, frankincense, the show- 
bread^ the garments of the priests, and, in a word, whatsoever 
was needful for the worship and service of the Temple. 

Yea, '*Rabh8 Asa saith, zhmy^H ni"^n:i nm the judges 
of things stolen, who toere at Jerusalem, received as their sti- 
pend ninety-nine manas HiW^n ncsy^ViQ out of the rent of 
the chamber,'^ 

Sect. IV. — IVhere the raCo<]>vKiKu>v, treasurt/, was. 
We have searched out the things ; now let us inquire after 
the places. 

I. Those thirteen chests, which were called ilT^DW or 
trumpets, we have fixed, without'» all doubt, in the court of 
the women : and that upon the credit of Josephus ; At oroal 
b^ fieralh tQv TrnkQv Airi tov T€Cxpv9, ivhov carpofi/xcVat vph rtav 
yaCo<f)v\.aK(a>if, (T<t)6bpa fikv koXoU koI fifyikois ivfixovro Kuiaiv 
^^The^ walks (saith he, speaking of that court), running along 
between the gates, extended inwardly from the wall before 
the treasuries, were borne up with fair and great colunms." 
To this let us add the words of the evangelist John, viii. 20 : 
** These words spake Jesus iv r^ yafo<^Aa<c/<(>, in the trea- 
sury:'^ — if it had been said, Karivaim tov yaCo<l)v\aKCoVy over- 
against the treasury, which Mark saith, it might be under- 



r Chetubh. fol. 105. i. i De BeH. lib. v. cap. 14. [Huds., 

*> Leusdm*8 ecUtion, vol.ii. p. 407. p. 1326. 1. 39.] [v. 5.3.] 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. Q 
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stood of one of the chambers of which we have spoken : which 
sense the Arabic interpreter seems to follow ; who renders it, 
that " Jesus sat vW *^^ ^^ ^^ 9^^^ ^^ ^^^ treasury." But 
when it is said that he spake those words i» r^ yaCxfrn^ 
AaK^, in the treasury, those chambers are wholly excluded, 
into which it would be ridiculous to think that they permitted 
Christ to enter. 

But note, the word raCo4>vKaxi<iv, traemrieB, in Josephus, 
is the plural number, and that he speaks of the court of the 
women, and you will be past doubting that he respected these 
chests under the word treasuries : and you will doubt as 
little that Mark looked the same way when you shall have 
observed that his speech is of the woman, how both she and 
others cast money €h to yaCo<t>vkiKioi;, into the treasury; 
which, as appears from those things we have produced out of 
the Talmudists, was neither customary, nor allowed to do into 
other Corbans. 

This court; indeed, is commonly called in the Jewish writors, 
D^tZ?^ n'lty the comi of the women ; not that women only 
entered in there, but because women might not go further ; 
in the same sense as the outward court is called * the court 
of the Glentiles/ not that heathens only might enter there, 
but because they might not go further. That court was also 
most ordinarily called H'^in ^T\ the Mountain of the Temple ; 
so this abo whereof we are treating was called TaJCo<tn)\6xMVy 
the treasury. 

When, therefore, it is said by St. Mark that Jesus sat 
Karivai'n Toij ya(o<l)v\aKCov^ over -against the treasury, it 
comes to this, that he sat under the walk before which 
those chests were placed. And when John saith, '' Jesus 
spake these words in the treasury,^ it is all one as if he had 
said, ' He spake these words in the court of the women ;* 
yea, in that place where those chests were, that that place 
might be distinguished from others which were in that court; 
for in every corner of that court there was a little court, each 
one called by its own name, as appears in the places written 
in the margin ^^. 

II. To trace the situation of the rest of the Corbans, con- 
cerning which we have made mention, is not now the busi- 
ly Middoth, cap. 7. hal. 5. Joma, fol. 16. i. 
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nefls before us ; for that which was propounded as our task 
we have despatched. But this we cannot but advise for the 
reader's sake, that on the north side of the court of Israel 
was a gate which was called * the Corban-gate* ;' yea, by 
comparing the words of the masters, there seem to be two 
gates of the same name : one of which if you make to belong 
to that GorbanHshamber, into which the money out of the 
thirteen chests waa emptied, and the other to belong T\3Vn 
n'^in |Tf2 to that Carban that^ was appointed /or the repair 
and amending of the buikUnp itself perhaps you will not 
mistake. Certainly you will not find any place more probable 
in those writers. 

Sect. V. — p*» "13 Gad Javan in the Temple. 

In the Talmudio book Zavim " these words occur obscure 
enough: Xxh^ p"^ 13 \rX^ WTW vhw^ PQinTD THM H»"^ 
'^He saw one [woman'] multiplied [or continued] like three, 
which are as from Gad Javan to Siloah.'' The thing dis- 
coursed of is of the discovery of some profluvious issue. For 
example, one discovers such a profluvious issue in himself, 
now one by and by another^ presently after a third ; it is dis» 
puted how great or how little distance of time is to be as- 
signed, to make it one or two profluviums ; and consequently, 
to how great or how small an oblation the party is bound for 
his purification. The tradition which we have produced 
comes to this : namely, if one sees such an issue at one time, 
which is so continued, that it contains the space of three dis- 
coveries ; that is, so much time as one might walk ^' from 
QaA Javan to Siloam, "^TOJ IT nT^in hehold ! such a man 
is cempletely profluviousP 

The Olossers and the Aruch teach us what was p^ 13 
Oad Javan. Hear themselves ; '^ Gad Jatian is a phrase 
drawn from those words : tHTUJ 127 D^3li>n * That prepare 
a table for that troop :* (Isa. Ixv. 1 1 : where the LXX read, 
iTOiyii^ovTts r^ AaifwvCta rpdire^ai', ^ preparing a table for 
the devil.'* The Vulgar reads, ^ qui ponitis fortunte mensam,'' 
* who set a table for fortune'' The Interlinear, ' Jovi men- 
sam,' 'a table for Jupiter.") And it is a place where the 

1 Middoth, in the place above, ^ EngUshfolioedit.voh'ilp.sioi. 
hal.6. » Cap. i.hal.5. 
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kings of Grseoia erected an idol : as it is said in the book 
Avodah Zarah, In the comer looking north-east the Asmo- 
neans hid the stones of the altar, which the Greeks had pro- 
faned with their idols." 

But whether these our interpreters suppose Gad Javan to 
be that chamber where those stones lay hid, laid up there 
by the Asmoneans when they repaired the altar, concerning 
which place see if you please the place in the margin <>; or 
whether they suppose it to be the place itself where the idol 
stood, inquire. But how much space it was thence, and what 
way they went from thence to Siloam, I heartily wish they 
had told us. They say only thus much of that matter, that 
" it was so much space as one might walk while a man twice 
bathed, and twice dried himself." 

Being now in the Temple we cannot but take notice of 
a name of it usual P among the masters, namely, rn^2 Birah^ 
that is, as the Aruch explains it, a palace, *^ If ^ a mis- 
chance in the night [or a gonorrhoea] happened to any Levite 

going forth, m'^nn nnn nsS^rrr m^ODi iS ^Sirr he 

toent doion into a secret walk which led away under Birah, or 
the sanctuary, to a bath,"^ &c. These things are related of 
the second Temple. But elsewhere, when it is disputed 
* Whether men were better under the first Temple or the 
second,' Babba determines it, ^h^ \yT\W^'^h TVy\tW m'^1 
D^JlinM7 rntn Btrah may teach this which they had 
that lived before; hut they had not thai lived after. If by 
rn^2 Birahy is to be understood the Temple itself, botii they 
that lived before and they that lived after had it ; if some 
particular part of the Temple, they that lived after had that 
also, as appears from the places alleged. But by the thread 
of the discourse in the place quoted, it seems, that by rn*»! 
Birah, Babbah understood not the Temple itself, but the 
glory of the Temple, and those divine endowments of it, " The 
heavenly fire, the ark, Urim," &c. which were present to the 
first Temple, but absent from the second. For presently they 
slip into discourse concerning the ceasing of prophecy under 
the second Temple, and the Bath KoFs succeeding in its 
places. The word rTVa is in David's mouth, i Chron. xxix. 

o Middoth, cap. i. hal. 6. p Leusdens edUion, vol. ii. p. 408. 

4 Middoth, cap. x. hal. 8. 
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19 ; ''n^3'»3r? IttJM m-^arr rSxh " to buUd the palace for 
which I have made provision/' 

Sect, VI. — Jerusalem^ in Herodotus^ is Cadytis. 
Let us also salute Jerusalenit and that under its most glo- 
rious name, * The Holy City/ Herodotus points it out, if we 
are not much mistaken, under the name of Cadytis, 'A'lro 

noKoutmvQp Kak€OfAiv<av' " From' Phcenioe unto the moun- 
tains of Cadytis, which is the city of those Syrians who are 
called Palestines." That Jerusalem is pointed out by him 
under this name, these things following persuade me : 

I. Its was commonly called PfWlp Kedoshah^ Holy. The 
Jewish money, wheresoever dispersed, spoke out this title of 
the city*. But now when it was very common in the Syrian 
dialect to change B? {Schin) into n {Thau\ how easy was it 
among them, and among other nations imitating them, that 
Gadysha should pass into Gadyta and Gaditis ; as nUTTn Cha- 
dashay New, passed into nniH Chadatha. 

II. He compareth Cadytis to the great city of Sardis. 
For 'Airo h\ KoMrios ioiiarj^ iroAtos (is iixai boKi^i) ^apbuav ov 
voKK(^ ikda-a-ovor ''Prom the city Cadytis^ as he goes on, 
^^ not much less than Sardis, as I think.'' But now there was 
no city at all within Palestine worthy to be compared with 
Sardis, a most famous metropolis in times past, except Je- 
rusalem. 

III. These things also he speaks of Nechoh king of Egypt : 
Kai ^vpoiai ttc^^ 6 NeKa>9 (rvfjifiakiiv iv MaydJAcp ivCKri<T€. 
Merh hi r^v M^X^^ KHhrruf 'jr6Kiv t§s ^vpCas iovcrav iicyikri» 
ctAc. ** But" Necus joining in a foot battle with the Syrians 
in Magdolus, obtained the victory: and after that, took 
Gadjrtis the great city of Syria.'' 

Which passage, if it be compared with the holy story of 
Pharaoh Nechoh overcoming Josiah in the battle in the vale 
of Megiddo, and disposing of the Jewish throne, 2 Kings 
xxiii* 33> 34« it fixeth the thing beyond all controversy. 



r Herodot. in Thalia, [III.] cap. 5. the Arabs.l 

■ English folio edit, vol. ii. p. 303. « Herodot. in Euterpe, [ii J cap. 

^ [It is still called El Rods by 159. 
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Herodotus* goes forward; 'Airo Ta6Trj9 (KoWrtoj) rh iptr 
vSpia TO, M Oa\ia<nis y^iyja ^lr}vvcrov iroKui^ i<m rrji ^ApafiCas. 
iirb bi *\t)vv<tov avns ^vpio^p f^XP* ^€pP<avCbo$ XCixvris' " From 
Cadytis, the sea mart towns as far as Jenysus^ belong to 
Arabia ; from Jenysus onward to the Serbon lake belong to 
the Syrians/^ Words obscure enough ; especially which was 
the city Jenysusl : the Talmudists^ indeed mention tWD*''^y 
Jenmh among the towns which they say are DTini in the 
confines ; but the situation does not agree. But we will not 
pursue the matter in this place. 

Sect. VII. — The streets of Jerusalem. 

** The a streets of Jerusalem were swept every day, " 
DV ^311 "QDnn^ ]'»'n©y chwry^ "^pW. Hence^ "The 
moneys that were found in Jerusalem before those that 
bought cattle are always tenths. The moneys found in the 
mount of the Temple are TTtn profane or common. In 
Jerusalem on other days of the year they are common ; but 
in the time of the feasts they are all tenths. But, saith B. 
Shemaia, Upon what reason is this I when the streets of Je- 
rusalem are swept every day.'^ 

The Gloss writes thus ; " They are always tenths : both 
m the time of the feasts, and in the time when there are no 
feasts. But moneys found in the mount of the Temple were 
common, even in the time of the feasts. For it is supposed, 
those moneys fell from them [or toere lost], in the mount of 
the Temple ; and thereupon they are conmion. But why 
were they tenths in Jerusalem in the time of the feasts I And 
why is it not said, That they had fallen from them there be- 
fore the feast, as we say of the mount of the Temple ! Be- 
cause the streets of Jerusalem were swept every day ; and if 
moneys had been lost there before the feast, they who swept 
the street had found them before. But the mount of the 
Temple had no need to be swept every day : for dirt and 
dust remained not there ; because the mount was shelving : 
and moreover, it was not lawful for any to enter there with 
his shoes, or with dust on his feet.*" 



" [ui. 5j 

J fSee Bfthr'i note] 

» Hieros. Demai, fol. 22. 4. 



* Pesaclun, fol. 7. i. and Mezia» 
fol. 26. 1. 
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I oannot omit what he saith besides : '' Much of the flesh 
which was eaten at Jerusalem," in the time of the feajsts, 
• was oV* the second " tithes. For scarce any one tarried 
there until he had eaten all his tithes ; but he gave the mo- 
neys of the tithes either to the poor^ or to his friends in the 
city. And, for the most part, with the moneys of the tithes 
they bought their thank-offerings.^' 

Sect. VIII> — Ths street leading fr(m the Temple towards 

Olivet. 

" Babban c Jochanan Ben Zaccai 73^51 v© 1 •SI itlT)^ rPJl 
sat under the shadow of the Temple^ and taught the people the 
whole day." The Gloss, " When the Temple was a hundred 
cubits high, it cast its shadow a great way in length, unto 
that street which was before T^'^S^ "^H the Mountain of the 
House. And because that street was spacious, and might 
contain a great multitude of men, Jochanan taught there by 
reason of the heat. For no synagogue could contain his 
hearers.*" 

That street which was before the mount of the Temple, 
according to the accustomed form of speech, was that by 
which they went to the Temple at the east gate ; concerning 
which street, and the people convened thither by Hezekiah, 
mention is made 2 Chron. xxix. 4.^ This street went out 
into the valley of Kedron, by the Water-gate. And this 
way the priest went out, that was to bum the red cow in 
Olivet. And this way our great High Priest entered with 
palms and Hosanna. This was called ^* the Street of the 
Temple," Ezra x. 9. 

CHAP. IV. 

'H K^fiq ff KarivavTC The village over^gainst ; Mark xi. 2. 
I. A sabbath-day^s Journey. H. Shops in mount Olivet. HI. 
•»rn n*»! ymD The lavatory o/ Bethany. IV. Migdal Eder^ 
near Jerusalem. V. The Seventy interpreters noted. VI. The 
pomp 0/ those that offered the first-fruits. 

Sect. I. — A sahhaih-day' 8 journey. 

*Or€ iyyCCovaip €ls ^Upovaakfifi, ck Bri6<f>ayii, iccu BriOavCatr 

^^ As they came near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany.^ 

^ LeusdetCs edition, vol. ii. p. 409. ^ Pesach. fol. 26. i. 

^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 304. 
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So also Luke : when, according to the order of the ertory, one 
would think it should rather be said^ ^U BrjOavtap kgI Brfi- 
<t>ayri, * To Bethany and Bethphage.'' For Christ, in his tra- 
velling, came to Bethany, and there lodged, John xii. [i.]; and 
from that city "went forward by the space almost of a mile, 
before be came as far as Bethphage. And yet it is named by 
them in this order, " To Bethphage and Bethany i^ that it 
might be shewn that the story is to be understood of the 
place where Bethany and Bethphage touch upon one another : 
Matthew therefore names Bethphage alone. 

We have elsewhere shewn more at large these two things 
out of the Talmudists, which do not a little tend to the 
clearing of this matter : 

I. That a tract, or one part of mount Olivet, was called 
Bethany, not from the town of that name, where Lazarus 
dwelt, but the town was so called from that tract ; and that 
tract from the dates or palm trees growing there, ^^'^Tl TV2^ 
Beth Hene^ the place of date». 

IL That there was no town at all named Bethphage, but 
another tract of Olivet was so called, for gre-in figs growing 
there ; that is the meaning of ^*;© n^2 Beth-phoffi, ' The 
place of green figs ;^ and that the village, or outmost street 
of Jerusalem, lying next it, was called by the same name. 

We observed, also, that that place in mount Olivet, where 
these two tracts Bethany and Bethphage touched on one 
another, was a sabbath-day *s journey from the city, or there- 
abouts. Which how it may be applied to illustrate the pre- 
sent business we are upon, let as say a few things concerning 
such a journey. 

How far the bounds of a sabbath-day's journey reached, 
every one knows : and every one knows that that space was 
measured out every way without the cities, that the certain 
bounds might be fixed, and that there might be no mistake ; 
and that, by some evident mark, the limits might be known, 
that they might not remain doubtful in a thing wherein they 
placed so much religion. 

These are the rules of the masters concerning measuring 
two thousand cubits from every side of the city : 

" A city « which is long or square, when it hath four just 

* Maimon. in Scbab. cao. 38. 
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comers, they let be as it is; and they measure two thousand 
cubits for it on every side. If it be round, they frame it 
into a square^ and they measure from the sides of that 
square. Tf it be triangular^ they frame it into a square, and 
measure from the sides of the square/' &c. And after» 
" They measure only with a line of fifty cubits, and that of 
flax." 

An intimation is given concerning the marks of those 
bounds by that canon; ^^ They^ do not ride upon a beast'' 
(on the sabbath, and on a holy-day), '* that they go not 
forth beyond the bounds." Where the Gloss is, " Because 
he that walketh not on foot pOinn "«DDID JIM HM')') pM 
seeth not the marks of the bounds." 

Its is said by St. Mark, that the two disciples sent by 
Christ fipov rbv ir&Koif M^fUvov iiii tov iLfjL<t><ibov, *' found 
the colt tied where two ways met.*' Let me pass my con- 
jecture,- —that it was in such a place where a mark was set 
up of a sabbath-day^s journey from the city ; where the sab- 
bath-way from the city, and the common way thence into 
the country^ touched on one another. 

Sect. II. — Shops in mount Olivet. 

" The shops h of the children of Chanan, pTf "^Jn nVSl 
were laid waste three years before the destruction of the 
Temple." " And'^ why were the shops of Beth Heno 7© HVJn 
*\TT\ n^2 laid waste three years before the destruction of 
the Temple! Because they established their doings upon the 
words of the law,*" &c. The Gloss ^ is, " That which was 
forbidden by the words of the wise men, they found allowed 
by the words of the law." 

The story is the same in both places. In the former 
place the shopkeepers are named ; in the latter, the place of 
the shops. The shopkeepers were pH ^^1 the sons of Cha- 
nan or Joehanan ; for, in the Jerusalem language, Chanofn 
and Joehanan are the same. The place was XS^T} m^ Beth 
Heno; which I fear not to assert to be the same with Beth- 
any. The reason of my confidence is twofold : i . Because 

^ Beza, fol. 36. 2. ^ Hieros. Berac. fol. 16. i. 

« English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. ' Bab. Mezia, fol. 88. i. 
305. ^ Leusden's edition, vol. u. p. 410. 
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the Talmudists call Bethany ^TTl n"»n Beti Hew; to which 
how near does Beth ffeno come ! 2. Becauae in them there is 
open mention of shops in mount Olivet. 

" There * were two cedars (say they) in mount Olivet : 
under one of them there were four shops, where all things 
needful for purification were sold. From one of them they 
produced forty seahs of pigeons every month, whence women 
to be purified were supplied.*^ Four shops were under one ; 
and how many were there under another, whence so many 
pigeons should come ? Therefore, either shew me some other 
village between the town of Bethany and the first skirt of 
Bethphage ; or else allow me to believe that this was that 
to which the two disciples were sent, and which, then when 
they were sent, was K<ifirj fj Karivaim v/utwi/, " the village over- 
against you :" namely, either a village consisting of those 
various shops only, or a village, a part of which those shops 
were. 

Sect. III.— "«rn PC'I ymo The lavatory 0/ Bethany. 

Pardon the word which I am forced to frame, lest, if I 
had said ike bath, or the laver^ they might straiten the sense 
of the thing too much. That place whereof we are now 
speaking was "A pool, or a collection of waters, where people 
were wont to wash ; and it agreeth very well with those 
things that were spoken before concerning purifications. 
Here either unclean men or unclean women might wash 
themselves ; and presently buying in the neighbouring shops 
what was needful for purification, they betook themselves to 
Jerusalem, and were purified in the Temple. 

Of this place of washing, whatsoever it was, the Oemarists 

speak in that story, "la^n n'»! ymnn hm hv^V) uy^ ''A 

fox^ rent a sheep at the lavatory 0/ Beth IJene : and the cause 
was brought before the wise men, and they said, riD^^I TM 
It is not a rending*' We doubt not that Beth Hene is 
Bethany: and this cause was brought thence before the wise 
men of Jerusalem, that they might instruct them whether it 
were lawful to eat of the carcase of that sheep, when the 
eating of a beast that was torn was forbidden. See, if you 

> Hieros. Taanltb, fol. 6^, 2. ^ Bab. Cholin, fol. 53. i. 
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please, their distinction between HD'HID snatching away by a 
wild beast, and ilD^^I tearing^ in the place cited, where they 
discuss it at large. 

Travellers speak of a cistern near the town of Bethany, 
''near which, in a fields is shewn the place where Martha 
met our Lord coming to Bethany.^^ They are the words of 
Borchard the monk. Whether the thing itself agrees with 
this whereof we are speaking, must be left uncertain. 

Sect. \Y .—Migdal Eder, -^ly bi:WD. 

By occasion of these places discovered to us by the Tal- 
mudists, I cannot but observe another alno out of them on 
another* side of the city, not further distant from the city 
than that whereof we now spake, if it were as far distant as 
that ; that is, Migdal Eder, or the Tower of the Flacky dif- 
ferent from that mentioned 6en. xxxv. 21. The Jerusalem 
Talmudists, of this our place, speak thus : ^^ The cattle ^ 
which are found» tiy hiyO "T^n D^n")''^ from Jerusalem 
as far as Migdal Eder on every side/^ &c. The Babylonian 
writers more fully ; " TheP cattle which are found from Jeru- 
salem as far as Migdal Eder, and in the same space on every 
side being males, are burnt-offerings, females are peace- 
offerings.^' 

In that place the masters are treating and disputing. 
Whether it is lawful to espouse a woman by some conse- 
crated thing given in pledge to assure the thing. And con- 
cerning cattle found between Jerusalem and Migdal Eder^ 
and the same space every where about Jerusalem,- they con- 
clude that they are to be reputed for consecrated. ^^ Because 
it may be supposed" (as the Gloss speaks), *^ that they were 
strayed out of Jerusalem; for very many cattle going out 
thence were to be sacrificed.^' 

They have a tradition not unlike this, as we said before, 
of money found within Jerusalem : '' Moneys 4 which are 
found in Jerusalem, before those that buy cattle, are always 
tithes,'' &o. 

But to our business. From the words alleged we infer 
that there was a tower or a place by name Migdal Eder, but 

n Hieros. Kidd. fol. 6i. i. p Bab. Kidd. fol. 55. i. 

o EngUshfoUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 306. 4 Btva Mesia, fol. 26. i . 
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a very little space from Jerusalem, and that it was situate 
on the south side of the city : I say, ^^ a little space from 
Jerusalem;" for it had been a burden to the inhabitants 
dwelling about the city not to be borne, if their oxen or 
smaller cattle, upon any occasion straying away and taken in 
stray, should inmiediately become consecrated, and that the 
proper owner should no longer have any right in them. But 
this tower seems to be situate so near the city, that there 
was no town round about within that space. We say also, 
that that tower was on the south side of the city ; and that 
upon the credit, (shall I say?) or mistake of the Seventy 
interpreters. 

Sect. V.' — The Seventy Interpreters ncUd. 

Herb, reader, I will resolve you a riddle in the Seventy, in 
Gen. XXXV. [i6.] In Moses the story of Jacob in that place 
is thus : " They went from Beth-el ; and when it was but a 
little space to Ephrath, Rachel travailed," &c. And after- 
ward [21]; *' Israel went on and pitched his tabernacle 
beyond the tower Edar.*" 

The Seventy invert the order of the history, and they 
make the encamping of Jacob beyond Migdal Eder to be 
before his coming to the place where Bachel died. For thus 
they write : ^Avipa^ bi 'laica)/3 iK BaiOfjX, iTsri^^ Tr\v aicritftiv 
airrov iirdneiva rov wifryov Tabip. 'Eyivero ik ffvUa Tjyyiafv 
€49 XafipaOh tov iKOeiv €& rrjif 'E<l>paeh, Ircicc *Pax^ &c. 
'* And Jacob, departing from Beth-el, pitched his tent over- 
against the tower Grader. And it came to pass when he 
approached to Chabratha to come to Ephratha, Bachel tra- 
vailed," &c. 

I suspect, unless I fail in my conjecture, that they inverted 
the order of the history, fixing their eyes upon that Migdal 
Eder which was very near Jerusalem. For when Jacob 
travelled from Beth-el to the place of Rachers sepulchre, 
that tower was first to be passed by, before one could come 
to the place ; and when Jacob in his journey travelled south- 
ward, it is very probable that tower was on that quarter of 
the city. 

There was, indeed, a Migdal Eder near Beth-lehem, and 
' Leusden's edition^ vol. ii. p. 41 1. 
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this was near Jerusalem ; and perhaps there were more 
places of that name in the land of Israel. For as that word 
denotes the Tower of a Flock, so those towers seem to have 
been built for the keeping of flocks ; that shepherds might be 
there ready also a* nights ; and that they might have weapons 
in a readiness to defend their flocks, not only from wild 
beasts, but from robbers also. And to this sense we suppose 
that expression^ D^'^SID h"lSf2 * the Tower of the Keepers,* 
is to be taken in that saying, H^'O '^^JTiy D'^nSii h^y(p^ 
*'From the Tower of the Keepers to the strong city," 2 Kings 
xvii. 9, xviii. 8. 

Hence the Targumist Jonathan, to distinguish Migdal 
Eder of Beth-lehem from all others, thus paraphraseth Mo- 
ses's words : '* And Israel went forward, and pitched his 
tabernacle beyond Migdal Eder, the place whence the Mes- 
sias is to be revealed in the end of days/' Which very well 
agree with the history, Luke ii. 8. Whether Micah, chap. iv. 
8, speak of the same, inquire. 

Sect. VI. — The pomp of those that of^ed the first-fruite. 

We have spoken of the places nearest the city, the mention 
of them taking its rise from the triumph of Christ sitting 
upon the ass, and the people making their acclamations : and 
this awakens the remembrance of that pomp which accom- 
panied the bringing of the first-fruits from places also near 
the city. Take it in the words of the masters, in the place 
cited' in the margin : 

" After* what manner did they bring their first-fruits ? 
All the cities "TOyDl© which were of one station'' (that is, 
out of which one course of priests proceeded) " were gathered 
together into a stationary city, and lodged in the streets. 
In the morning, he who was the first among them said. 
Arise, let us go up to Zion, to the house of the Lord our 
God." 

^' An ox went before them with gilded horns, and an olive 
crown upon his head"' (the Gloss is, that ox was for a peace- 
offering) ; '' and the pipe played before them until they ap- 
proached near to Jerusalem. When then they came to Jeru- 
salem, they crowned their first-fruits^ (that is, they exposed 

• Bjccurim, c. 3. * English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 307. 
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them to sight in as much glory as they could), ^^ and the chief 
men, and the high officers, and treasurers of the Temple came 
to meet them, and that to do the more honour to them that 
were coming; jlTSDIM ^^^2 731 and all the workmen in 
Jerusalem rose up to them*" (as they were in their shops), 
** and saluted them in this manner, ' our brethren, inhabit- 
ants of the city N, ye are welcome.'' '' 

*' The pipe played before them till they came to the Mount 
of the Temple. When they came to the Mount of the 
Temple, *j70n DD'HUM "^DM even king Agrippa himael/ took 
the basket upon his shoulder, and went forward till he came 
to the court ; the Levites sang, ' I will exalt thee, O Lord, 
because thou hast exalted me, and hast not made mine ene- 
mies to rejoice over me' (Psalm xxx. i). While the basket is 
yet upon his shoulder, he recites that passage (Deut. xxvi. 3), 
<I profess this day to the Lord my God/ &c. B. Judah 
saith. When he recites these words, * A Syrian ready to 
perish was my father/ &c. ver. 5, he casts down the basket 
from his shoulders, and holds its lips while the priest waves 
it hither and thither. The whole passage being recited to 
ver. 10, he placeth the basket before the altar, and adores, 
and goes out." 

CHAP. V. 

Dalmantttha. Mark viii. 10. 
I. A scheme 0/ the sea 0/ Gennesaret^ and the places adjacent. 

n. MJl'^iD^MI TV2 The house of widowhood, Zalmon. 

Thence Dalmanutha, 

Matt. xv. 39 : '^HXBtv eis ra ipt,a MayJaXd* " And came to 
the coasts oi Magdala*' — Mark viii. 10: ^HA^ci; fJs to yAfn\ 
AakfiavovOd' " came into the parts of Dalmanutha/* 

The story is one and the same ; and that country is one 
and the same: but the names Magdala and Dalmamdha 
are not so to be confounded, as if the city ' Magdala ' was 
also called Daimanutha; but Dalm^nutha is to be sup- 
posed to be some» particular place within the bounds of 
Magdala. I observe the Arabic interpreter in the London 
Polyglott Bible, for Dalmanutha, in Mark, reads Magdala, as 
it is in Matthew ; in no false sense, but in no true inter- 
^ LeusdetCs ediiion, vol. ii. p. 41 2. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Scheme of the sea of Oeunesard. 239 

pretation. But the Arabic of Erpenius's edition reads DaU 
manutha. — '^ Erasmus notes (saith Beza upon the place), 
that a certain Greek copy hath Magdala, And Austin 
writes, that most copies have Mageda. But in our very old 
copy, and in another besides, for tU Th, [lipr) AaXfiavovOh, ^ into 
the parts of DalmantUha, is written tk to, Spia Mab^yabh, 
* into the coasts of Madegada,^ 

If the name and situation of Magdala in the Talmudists 
had been known to these interpreters, I scarcely think they 
would have dashed upon so many uncertainties. We have 
largely and plainly treated of it in another volume, out of 
those authors : and out of the same, unless I mistake, some- 
thing may be fetched, which may afford light to Mark's text 
of DcUmantUha. Which thing before we take in hand, 
perhaps it will not be unacceptable to the reader, if we de- 
scribe the sea of Gennesaret, and the places adjoining, by 
some kind of delineation^ according to their situation^ which 
we take up from the Hebrew writers. 

Sect. I.^ — A scheme o/ the sea of Oennesaret, and the 
places adjacent, 

GoMPAuiNo this my little map with others, since you see it 
to differ so much from them, you will expect that I sufficiently 
prove and illustrate the situation of the places, or I shall come 
off with shame. I did that, if my opinion deceive me not, a 
good while ago, in some chapters in the Chorographical cen- 
tury. I will here despatch the sum total in a few lines : 

I. *^ Ghammath was so called 7, because of the tcarm baths 
of Tiberias : from which it was so very little distant^ that^ as to 
a sabbath-day's journey, the men of Tiberias and the men of 
Chammath might make but one city.**^ 

It is called yi2 NHDn Chammath of Gadara^ not only 
to distinguish it from vhsi PiSH Chammath of Pella, that 
is, ^ Gallirrhoe ;' but because a part of it was built upon the 
bank of Gadara^ and another part upon the bank of Neph- 
thali, or Tiberias, the bridge lying between : which shall be 
shewn presently. 

« EngUsk folio edition, vol. ii. p. fol. 23. 4. Id. Kiddush. fol. 64. 3. 
308. Id. Sheviith, fol. 36. 6. 

T Megill. foL 6. i. Hieros. Erub. 
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Tiberias stood touching on the sea ; *^ for ' on one side it 
had the sea for a wall.*" 

^^ Grennesaret was a place near Tiberias, where were gar- 
dens and paradises."" They are the words of the Aruoh. 

Capernaum we place within the country of Gennesaret 
upon the credit of the evangelists. Matt. xiv. 34, and Mark 
vi. 53» compared with John vi. 22, 24. 

Taricha^ was distant from Tiberias thirty furlongs^ : Beth- 
maus, four furlongs. 

Magdala was beyond Jordan ; for it is called "^la hlSO 
Magdala of Gadara : and that which is said by the Talmud- 
ists, " The<^ Gtidarenes might, by the permission of B. Juda 
Nasi, come down to Ghammath on the sabbath, and walk 
through it, unto the furthest street, even to the bridge/' is 
expressed and expounded by them in the same place, " That 
the people of Magdala, by the permission of B. Judah Nasi, 
went up to Ghammath," &c. From which single tradition 
one may infer, i. That Magdala was on the bank of Gradara. 
2. That it was not distant from Ghammath above a sabbath- 
day^s journey. 3. That it was on that side of Ghammath, 
which was built on the same bank of Gkidara by which it 
reached to the bridge above Jordan, which joined it to the 
other side on the bank of Galilee. 

'' Hippo <* was* distant from Tiberias thirty furiongs.'' 
With which measure compare these words, which are spoken 
of Susitha; which that it was the same with Hippo, both 
the derivation of the words and other things do evince : 

'^ R. Juda saith, The ^ monoceros entered not into Noah's 
ark, but his whelps entered. B. Nehemiah saith. Neither he 
nor his whelps entered, but Noah tied him to the ark. iTm 
m'^Dvn D^7nD And he made furrows in the toaves^ ]'^Q3 
fcVl^D'©^ rp")3l0 for as much space as is from Tiberias to 
Susitha" And again, '^ The s ark of Noah swam upon the 
waters as upon two rafters, Mn^D*lD7 rP")DW TtDS as much 
y>a€e as is from Tiberias to Susitha." 

* Megill. in the plac6 above. * English/olio edit,, vol. ii. p. 309. 

• LeusdenU edition^ vol. ii. p. 413. « Joseph, in his own Life. [c. 65.] 
*> Joseph, in bis own Life. fc. 53.I ' Bereshith Rab. sect. 31. 

c Hieros. in Erubb. in the place s Ibid. sect. 32. 
above. 
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Gadara % was distant sixty furlongs from Tiberias. 

** Bethsaida ^ was in 17} fcdro) Tavkavvm^^ lower Gaulonifis^*' 
beyond Jordan in Batanea. It is shown to pilgrims on the 
shore of the sea of Gennesaret in Galilee ; and thence the 
error of the maps was taken. Hear our countryman Bid- 
dulph', who saw those places about the year i6co: 

" March the twenty-fourth, we rode by the sea of Galilee, 
which hath two names, John vi. i, * The sea of Galilee,** and 
* Tiberias of Galilee/ because it is in Galilee ; and * of Tibe- 
rias/ because the city of Tiberias was built near it : also 
Bethsaida, another ancient city. We saw some ruins of the 
walls of both. But it is said in that chapter, John vi. 1, 
that Jesus sailed over the sea of Galilee. And elsewhere, 
that he went over the lake; and Luke ix. 10, it is said that 
he departed into a desert place near the city Bethsaida. 
Which text of John I learned better to understand by seeing, 
than ever I could by reading. For when Tiberias and Beth- 
saida were both on the same shore of the sea, and Christ 
went from Tiberias to, or near, Bethsaida; hence I gather, 
that our Saviour Christ sailed not over the length or breadth 
of the sea, but that he passed some bay, as much as Tiberias 
was distant from Bethsaida. Which is proved thence, in that 
it IS said elsewhere, That a groat multitude followed him thi- 
ther on foot ; which they could not do if he had sailed over 
the whole sea, to that shore among the Gergasenes which is 
without the holy land.'' These are his words. 

But take heed, sir, that your guides, who show those places 
under those names, do not impose upon you. If you will 
take Josephus for a guide, he will teach, that " Philip ^ re- 
paired the town Bethsaida; and he called it Julias, from 
Julias the daughter of Csesar C and, that '' that > Julias was iv 
rij icdra) VavKaviniqi, in lower GaulonitisJ' Nor is the argu- 
ment good, " otherwise they would not follow him a-foot ;*' 
for, from Capernaum and Tiberias, there was a vory beaten 
and common way by the bridge of Chammath into the coun- 
try of the Gadarenes, and so to Bethsaida. 

t Joseph, in the place above. 1609.) not quoted verbatim.] 
^ Id. de Bell. lib. ii. cap. 13. [ii. ^ Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 3. [xviii. 

9. 1.] 2. i.l 

* [Travel», p. 103. (ed. Lond. * Id. in the place above. 
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Gana was a great way distant from Tiberias : Josephus ^ 
spent a whole night traveUing from this town to that with 
his army. It was situate against Julias of Betharamphtha, as 
may be gathered from the same author in the place quoted ^ 
in the margin. Now that Julias was situate at the very influx 
of Jordan into the sea of Gennesaret. 

These things might be more largely explained and illus- 
trated, but we are afraid of being too long ; and so much the 
more, because we have treated copiously of them elsewhere. 
This will be enough to an unbiassed reader, to whose judg- 
ment we leave it ; and now go on to Dalmanutha. 

Sect. II.— Mri13D^M"r Jl"»! Zalmm, Thence Dalmanutha. 
If we may play a little with the name Dalmanutha, hear 
a Talmudical tradition. ^* He° that sells a farm to his neigh- 
bour, or that receives a place from his neighbour, *0 nW^ 

^^ch mao^M rr^ys ^yr> m^nn n*^! to make Um a howe of 

betrothing for his son, or a house of tmdowhood /or his daughter; 
let him build it four cubits this way, and six that." Where the 
Gloss, ^rah ir\xhH tV2, "^ house of tmdowhood for his 
daughter, whose husband is dead^ and she now returns to the 
house of her father." 

The meaning of this tradition is, * When the son of any 
one had married a wife, he did not u?e to dwell with his fa- 
ther-in-law ; but it was more customary for his father to 
build him a little house near his own house.' So also when 
the husband was dead, and the daughter, now being a widow, 
returned to her father, it was also customary for the father 
to build her a little house ; in which she dwelt, indeed, alone, 
but very near her father. 

ButP now from some such house of more note than ordi- 
nary, built for some eminent widow; or from numy such 
houses standing thick together, this place, perhaps, might 
be called MmD^D^^MI Dalmanutha, that is, " The place of 
widowhood.'* And if some more probable derivation of the 
name occurred not, it might, not without reason, have had 
respect to this. 

"» In his own Life, p. 631. [e. 17.] ^ Bava Bathra, fol. 98. a. 

B Ibid. p. 653. [c. 7 3. J P Leusden's edilion, vol. iL p. 414. 
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But we suppose the name is derived elsewhere ; namely, 
from pD72 ZaUnon^ S (Tsade) being changed into 1 (Daleth) ; 
which is no strange thing to the Syrians and Arabians. 

Of ^ Zalmon we meet with mention, Judg. ix. 48 ; — namely, 
a mountain, or some tract in a mountain, near Sychem : but 
that place is a very great way off of that concerning which 
we are now treating. But the Talmudistsi* mention a place 
called Zalmon, which agrees excellently well with Dalma- 
nutha. ^' There is a story (say they) of a certain man in 
Zalmon, who said^ I, N, the son of N, am bitten by a serpent, 
and behold I die. They went away and found him not : they 
went away, therefore^ and married his wife.^^ The Gloss is, 
" They heard the voice of him crying, and saying. Behold^ I 
die; but they found not such a man in Zalmon/^ And 
again^ ; '' There is a story in Zalmon, of a certain man who 
planted his vineyard sixteen and sixteen cubitis ; and a gate 
of two ranks of vines : now he turned on this side, and the 
year following on the other, and ploughed on both sides. 
And the cause was brought before the wise men, and they 
approved of it.'' 

None will suspect this Zalmon to be the same with that 
near Sychem, when it is said, that ^^ they brought the cause 
before the wise men:"" for what had the Samaritans to do 
with the wise men of the Jews \ One might rather believe it 
to be some place near to Tiberias (where was a university of 
wise men), well known and commonly spoke of, and men- 
tioned in the traditions cited as a place so known. So divers 
places about Tiberias are mentioned by the Talmudists as 
well known, which you will sc-arce find any where but in the 
books of the Talmudists. Such are Chammath, Magdala^ 
Beth Meon, Paltathah, Caphar Chittaia, &c. (/oncerning 
which we have spoken in another place. There was also 
row Mizgah^ the* seat of Simeon Ben Lachish ; and D^IDTM 
b^^aWl EUis"^ of Tiberias^ a place near Tiberias, of an un- 
wholesome air ; and M'nitDI HM'^ttia The « cave of Tihe- 
ri€u ; and "^yho ")2 Bar Selene ; and others which are no- 



<i EngUshfoUo edit., vol. ii. p. 310. ^ Bereshith Rabb. sect. 34. 

r Jevamoth^ fol. 133. i. > Ibid. sect. 31. 

* Kilaim, cap. 4. hal. 9. Bava > Hieros. Horaioth, fol. 48. i. 
Bathra, foL 8a. 2. 
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where mentioned but in these authors ; but in them of very 
noted name. Of this number we suppose this Zalmon was^ a 
place so near to Tiberias^ and so known, that it was enough 
to name it only. But now, when any that spake Hebrew 
would pronounce it Zalmon and Zalmanutha^ he that spake 
Syriac would pronounce it Dalmon and Dalmanutha. 

CHAP. VI. 

"Opia Tiipov Koi 2tb^pos' The coasts of Tyre and Sidon ; 

Mark vii. 24. 

I. The maps too officious, II. SlM "Opiov A coast. III. The 
Greek Interpreters noted. IV. Midland Phosnicia, V. Of 
the Sabbatic River, 

Sect. I. — The maps too officious. 

You will see, in some maps, the Syrophoenician woman 
pictured^ making her supplication to our Saviour for her 
possessed daughter, almost at the gates of Sidon. But by 
what right, I fear the authors will not tell me with solidity 
enough. 

In one of Adrichomius'^s the woman is pictured and no 
inscription added : but in the Dutch one of Doet she is pic- 
tured with this inscription ; " Hier badt de Cananeische 
Urou voor haer dochter," " Here the Canaanitish woman 
prayed for her daughter/' Matt. xv. In that of Geilkirch, 
with these words written at it, *' Porta Sidonis, ante quam 
mulier Canaansea filise suae dsemoniacse a Domino salutem 
obtinuit :" " The gate of Sidon, before which the Canaanitish 
woman obtained health for her daughter possessed with a 
devil," Matt. xv. 

'* Before the gate of Sidon (saith Borchard the monk) 
eastward, there is a chapel, built in the place where the Ca- 
naanitish woman prayed our Saviour for her demoniacal 
daughter : concerning whom we read thus Matt, xv, that 
' going out of the coasts of Tyre and Sidon she came to 
Jesus.''' 

There are two things which plainly disagree with that 
situation and opinion : — 

I. That it is not credible that Christ ever passed the 
bounds of the land of Israel. For when he said of himself. 
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'^ I am not sent but to the lost sheep of Israel only ;'' and to 
his disciples, '^ Go not into the way of the Gentiles ;" and, 
" If these wonderful works had been done in 7 Tyre and 
Sidon;^' — ^you will never persuade me that he ever went as far 
as the gates of Sidon. 

II. It is said by St. Mark, that after that maid was 
healed, Christ came " from the coast of Tyre and Sidon to 
the sea of Galilee^ through the middle of the coasts of De- 
capolis." What ! from the gate of Sidon to the sea of 
Gktlilee, through the midst of Decapolis ! It would have 
been more properly said, '' Through the midst of Galilee :*' 
and hence, as it seems, some have been moved to place 
Decapolis within Galilee, with no reason at all. We shall 
meet with it in another place, in the following chapter, and 
in such a place, that it is not easy to conceive how Christ 
could pass through it from the gate of Sidon to the sea of 
Galilee. 

Sect. II. — ^7113 "Opioi;* A coast. 

To determine concerning 6pCoi^ Tvpov ical 2tbwos^ " the 
coasts of Tyre and Sidon," in this story, we first propound 
this to the reader: It is said, i Kings ix. ii, 12, that 
'^ Solomon gave to Hiram, the king of the Tyrians, twenty 
cities' in Galilee ^' which when he had seen and liked them 
not, ** he called the land h'^^S Chabul unto this day.'' The 
LXX render it, iKiKcaeif avrh^ 'Opiov, " he called them the 
border or coast.'' Now let any one, I beseech you, skilled in 
the tongues, tell me what kin there is between 71113 and 
'Opioi', a bound, or coast, that moved the LXX so to render 
it^ 

The Talmudists speak various things of the word 7133 
Chabul : but the sense and signification of the word ^'Opiovy 
a coasts is very far distant from their meaning. The Jerusalem 
Talmudists b speak thus; im^Q HlZnir nyw© yiM h^2D 
" Chabul signifies a land which bears not fruit." The Baby- 
lonian <^ thus; ''What is the meaning of the land Chabul? 
Rabba Honna saith. Because its inhabitants ^D33 r7313Q 

J EngUshfoUo edit., vol. ii. p.31 1. *n^i,Ji$M, terminus. Qeten, sub v.] 
« Leusden's edition, voL ii. p. 4 15. b Hiepos. Schab. fol. 7. 
* [Nescio an ^^aj idem «it quod c B^b. Schab. fol. 54. i. 
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intH toere wrapped up in silver and gold, Abba saith to 
him, Is it so? Behold, it is written, * That the cities pleased 
him not/ Should they displease him because they were 
wrapped up in silver and gold ? — He saith to him. Yea, be- 
cause they were wealthy and delicate, they were not fit for 
the king'^s works. Babh Nachman Bar Isaac saith, ptdT^IO 
nn'^n it was a salt land, and gaping with clefts. Why is it 
called Ohabul! w'rJlD ly nin3 HI NlJinirDn Because the 
leg is plunged in it up to the garters^,** Josephus* thus, 'Ek 
TOT€ TTpotrrfyop€v$r}(rav Ka^akQif yrj' M€0€pfiriP€v6fi€VOV yap to 
XafiaX^v, Kara ^oivCKOiv yKQirav^ ovk ipia-KOv <n)fjLaCv€i' " Out- 
wards they called it the land of Chahal : for this word Chabaly 
being interpreted, signifies in the Phoenician tongue, i^ 
which pleaseth not.^ 

These things they speak, tracing the sense of the word as 
well as they can ; but of the sense of opiov, a hound or coati, 
they did not so much as dream. 

I cannot pass away without taking notice of the Qlosser at 
the place cited out of the Babylonian Talmudists, having 
these words; Cn'^PlV HC^t? \r\Z^ ^^V D'Tltm DniDya 
N'^p ^yjlt2?D " The text alleged speaks of twenty-two cities, 
which Solomon gave to Hiram:" he reckons *two-and twenty,* 
when in the Hebrew original and in all versions, 'twenty 
cities' only are mentioned. Whether it be a failing of the 
memory, or whether he speaks it on purpose, who is able to 
define ? Much less are those words of the Holy Ghost to be 
passed over, 2 Chron. viii. a : rtobtf 7 0*^^11 |n3 "^tf M tD'*")yrn 
DniK rro^I^ nil The granmiatical interpretation is very 
easy, '^ And the cities which Huram gave to Solomon, Solo- 
mon built them :** but the historical interpretation is not so 
easy. For it is demanded. Whether did Hiram give those 
cities of his own! or did he restore them, which Solomon 
gave to him, when they pleased him not! And there are some 
versions which render the word ]n3 not, he gave^ but he 
restored or gave back again ; and in this sense, Solomon built 
the cities which Hiram had restored back to Solomon. As 
if Hiram would not keep those twenty cities in the land Cha- 

^ \yhl'2 nx* is rendered by Buxtorf mque ad talum."] 
c [Antiq. viii. 5. 3.] 
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bul, because they displeased him, but restored them back to 
Solomon in some indignation* 

Kimchi on the place more rightly, " It is very well ex- 
pounded^ that Hiram gave cities to Solomon in his own 
land; and he placed Israeltes there to strengthen himself. 
And he, in like manner, gave cities to Hiram in Qalilee ; and 
that to strengthen the league between them. In the Book 
of the Kings it is recorded what Solomon gave to Hiram ; 
and in this,^' of the Chronicles, ^' what Hiram gave to Solo- 
mon.**^ Most true indeed : for that Hiram gave to Solomon 
some cities in his jurisdiction^ appears beyond all contro* 
versy from thence, that Solomon is said to build Tadmor 
in the wilderness, i Kings ix. i8. But what is that place 

Tadmor ! Josephus will teach us : 0a5a/uu(pa ol ''EXXiyre; 

vpwrayopviova-i Ua/ifivpiv ^^Thadamor (saith heO« the Greeks 
call Palmyra.*^ And the Vulgar interpreters read, '' He built 
Palmyra.**^ Therefore we must by no means think that Hiram 
rejected the cities that were given him by Solomon, however 
they pleased him not; but kept them for his own, which 
Solomon also did with them which Hiram gave to him. 

Buts whence should the Greek interpreters render that 
place called h^2!2 Chabul by "Opwv^ a coasts when there is no 
affinity at all between the significations of the words ? 

Sect. III. — Tke Greek Inierprdere noted. 

The Greek interpreters are not seldom wont to render the 
names of places, not by that name as they are called in the 
Hebrew text, but as they are called in after-times under 
the second Temple : which is also done often by the Chaldee 
Targumists. Of this sort are, KaimiboKi^, CappadocianSy for 
Gaphtorim : ' PipoK6povpa, JRAinoeorura, for ^ the river of 
Eigypt ;' of which we have spoken before : and among very 
many examples which might be produced, let us compare one 
place out of the Talmudists with them. 

The Jerusalem Talmudists^ calling some cities, mentioned 
Josh, xix, both by their ancient and present names, speak 
thus at ver. 15 : 



' J06. Antiq. lib. viii. cap. 2. [viii. 6. i.] 
f EngUihfoUo tdU., voLii. p. 31a. 
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r\^y)\Qp niDp " Kattath^ is KatmUh:' The LXX render 
it YiaTavaO, Katanath, 

SlVrro hhrri " Nahalal is Mahahir 

rV^Tia^D p'lDt? " Shimron is Simoniah:' The LXX ren- 
der it Svfiocbr, Symoon, 

mn'^n n':?^*)'' " /raia is ChiHah." The LXX render it 

He that observes, shall meet with very many such. And 
from this very thing you may perhaps suspect that that ver- 
sion savours not of the antiquity of the times of Ptolemeus 
Philadelphius. 

The same that they are wont to do elsewhere, we suppose, 
is done by them here : and rejecting the former name, whereby 
that region of Galilee was called in the more ancient ages, 
namely Chabul, they gave it the name and title whereby it 
now ordinarily went, that is, "Opioid, the bound or the coast, 

Dinn I suspect denotes the very same thing in that tra- 
dition in the Jerusalem writers »; ni'^IDb^ ni'^'^'^J^ 17^N 
Cinni " Those^ cities are forbidden in the border, or coasts {iv 
ry 6p^), Tzur, Shezeth, and Bozeth, &c. ; and Jll*)'^ 17^K 
D^nPl m*)nit^ ]rTO those cities are permitted in the border^ 
or coasty (iv ry 6p^), Nebi Tsur, Tsiiar/^ &c. The permission 
or prohibition here spoke of — as much as we may, by guess, 
fetch from the scope of the place — is in respect of tithing ; 
and the determination is, from which of those cities tithes 
were to be required and taken, and from which not. They 
were to be required of the Israelites, not from the heathen : 
which thing agrees very well with the land of Chabul, where 
cities of this and that jurisdiction seem to have been mixed, 
and, as it were, interwoven. 

Sect. IV. — Midland Phcenicia, 
There was a Midland Phoenicia, as well as a Phoenicia on 
the sea coast. That on the sea coast all know : of the Mid- 
land, thus Ptolemy ; ^oivlKr)s ix^(T6y€(,oi TroXeiy "kpKa, &c. 
" The^ midland cities of Phoenicia are Area, Palseobiblus, 
Gubala, Csesarea of Paneas.*" 

Whether Midland Phoenicia and Syrophoenicia be to be 

*» Hieros. Megill. fol. 70. i. * Iifusden*s editiony vol. ii. p. 416. 

^ Hieros. Demai, fol. 22. 4. ^ Tabb. Asiap, p. 139. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Midland Phoenicia. 249 

reckoned all one, I am in doubt. I bad rather divide Phoe- 
nicia into three part«i, namely, into Phosnicia on the sea 
coast, Midland Phoenicia, and Syrophoenicia. And the rea- 
son is, because I ask whether all Midland Phoenicia might 
be called Syrophoenicia : and I ask, moreover, whether all 
Syrophoenicia were to be reckoned within the bounds of Tyre 
and Sidon i Certainly Nicetas Ghoniates mentions the Syro- 
phoenician cities as far as Antioch. For he, in the story of 
John Comenius, hath these words/Eyrco vpoapak^Tv rah itapa 
T7JV *Aim6xpv Ibpvjxivais, Kcd ^Ayaprqv&v KaTe)(oix€vai,9 2vpo<^oi- 
vCaaais 7rrfA6<rf " He resolved to set upon the Syrophoenician 
cities bordering upon Antioch, which were possessed by the 
Agarones." But now, will you reckon those cities as far as 
Antioch to be within the jurisdiction of Tyre and Sidon ? 
But certainly there is nothing hinders but you may reckon 
those to be so which Ptolemy esteems to belong to Midland 
Phoenicia ; only the scruple is about Caesarea of Paneas, 
which is Caesarea Philippi : and that, we shall see, belonged 
to the Decapofitan cities, and may be determined, without 
any absurdity, to be within that jurisdiction of Tyre and 
Sidon, as also Leshem of old, which was the same city. Judges 
xviii. 28. 

Let one clause of the Talmudists be added ; and then those 
things which are spoken may be reduced into a narrower com- 
pass. They, reducing tlie bounds of the land under the second 
Temple, fix for a bound p^D^ \0 rhvT^hn TT^h^V vh\ynn 
** Tarnegola "™ the Upper, which is above Csesarea.*' Observe, 
that CsBsarea is a city of Midland Phoenicia, according to 
Ptolemy ; and yet Tarnegola, which bends more northward, 
is within the land of Israel, according to the Hebrews. 

So " that in this sense, Christ might be within *' the coasts 
of Tyre and Sidon,*" and yet be within the limits of the land 
of Israel. We must therefore suppose, and that not with- 
out reason, that he, when he healed the possessed maid, was, 
I . in that country, in the outermost coasts of Ghdilee, which 
formerly was called Chabul, in the Seventy called 'Optoi;, 
the coast ; in the Talmudists, Wnn the border ; which an- 
ciently was given by Solomon to the king of Tyre ; and from 

"> Hieros. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. » English folio edit,, vol.ii. p. 213. 
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that grant in the following ages it belonged to the right and 
jurisdiction of Tyre and Sidon ; however it were within those 
boundaries, wherein the land of Israel was circumscribed 
from the beginning ; yea, wherein it was circumscribed under 
the second Temple. 2. We suppose him to have been not 
far from the springs or stream of Jordan, which being passed 
over, he could not come to the sea of Galilee, but by the 
country of Decapolis. 

Sect. V. — Of the Sahhatic river. 

When we are speaking of Syrophoenicia, we are not fiir 
off from a place where the sabbatic river either was, or was 
feigned to be : and I hope the reader will pardon me, if I 
now wander a little out of my bounds, going to see a river 
that kept the sabbath : for who would not go out of his way 
to see so astonishing a thing ? 

And yet, if we believe Pliny, we are not without our bounds, 
for he fixeth this river within Judea. ** In Judea (saith he<*) 
a river every sabbath day is dry." — Josephus otherwise; 
'^ Titus (saith he P, going to Antioch) saw in the way a river 
very well worthy to be taken notice of, between the cities of 
Area and Raphana, cities of the kingdom of Agrippa. Now 
it hath a peculiar nature. For, when it is of that nature, that 
it flows freely, and does not sluggishly glide away ; yet it 
wholly fails from its springs for six days, and the place of it 
appears dry. And then, as if no change at all were made, 
on the seventh day the like river ariseth. And it is by cer- 
tain experience found that it always keeps this order. Whence 
it is called the ' Sabbatic river/ from the holy seventh day of 
the Jews.'' 

Whether of the two do you believe, reader \ Pliny saith, 
That river is in Judea : Josephus saith, No. Pliny saith. It 
is dry on sabbath days : Josephus saith. It flows then. The 
Talmudists agree with Pliny ; and Josephus agrees not with 
his own countrymen. 

In the Babylonian tract Sanhedrim <),Tumus Rufus is brought 
in, asking this of R. Akibah, VkVOO V^Tt^VkTVi ^'CT' "^ 
Who toiU prove that this is the sabhcOhrdaff f [The Gloss, 

^ Nat. Hi8t. lib. zxxi. cap. 2, 
P J08. de Bell. lib. vii. cap. 13. [Hudson, p. 1303.] [vii. 5. i.] ^ Fol. 56. a. 
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* For perhaps one of the other days is the sabbath.'] B. Aki- 
bah answered, rPDI'» p'^ao ^m The Salhatie river tciU 
prove this. rP3V UN byi He that hath a python, (or a 
familiar spirit,) will prove this. TVT:^ V1« h^' r\l\>^ And 
tlhe sepulchre of his father will prove this." The Gloss writes 
thus: ^^ ' The Sabbatic river will prove this.' That is a rooky 
river, which flows and glides all the days of the week, but 
ceaseth and resteth on the sabbath. ^ He that hath a python 
or a familiar spirit, will prove this.' For a python ascendeth 
not on the sabbath-day. And the sepulchre of Tumns Rufiis, 
all the days of the year^ sent forth a smoke ; because he 
was judged and delivered to fire. But transgressors in hell 
rest on the sabbath-day.*" Therefore, his sepulchre sent not 
forth a smoke on the sabbath day. 

Do you not suspect, reader, whence and wherefore this 
fable was invented! namely, when the brightness of the 
Christian sabbath was now risen, and increased every day, 
they had recourse to these monsters either of magic or of 
fables, whereby the glory of our sabbath might be obscured, 
and that of the Jews exalted. The various, and indeed con- 
trary relations of historians bring the truth of the story 
into suspicion. 

CHAP, vn.» 

The region of Decapolis^ what ; Mark vii. 30. 

I. Illy placed by some. II. Scythopolis, heretofore )MtD il^H 
Bethshean, one of those Decapolitan cities. III. Also Cro- 
dara, and Hippo. IV. And Pdla. V. Caphar Tsemaeh. 
Beth Gubrin. Caphar Camaim. VI. Ccesarea PhiUppi. 
VII. The city ^Jr^:^ Orbo. 

Sect. I. — The region of DecapoUs not well placed by some. 

We meet with frequent mention of Decapolis in the evan- 
gelists, as also in foreign authors ; but no where in a more 
difiicult sense than in those words of St. Mark, chap, vii, 
where it is thus spoken of Christ ; Kai vd\i,v i(€k$iiv U r&v 
Spttav Tvpov Koi 2ii&ifos, IjkBe vpos r^v 0ikour<rap ri^f FoXi- 
Ao£as, iva yAirov tQv bpUtv AticaviK^^s'. ^^ And again depart- 
ing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came to the sea of 

' LtusdeiCs edit., vol. ii. p. 417. * EngUsh folio edit., vol. ii. p. 314. 
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Galilee through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis.**^ The 
difficulty lies in this ; that supposing by the ' coasts of Tyre 
and Sidon/ a place near the gates of Sidon is to be under- 
stood, of which before, it can scarcely be conceived how 
Christ went through the middle of Decapolis to the sea of 
Galilee, unless it be supposed that Decapolis was within 
Galilee. 

Hence Borchard* certainly, and others that follow him, 
seem to be induced to number these towns of Galilee for 
Decapolitan towns ; Tiberias, Sephet, Kedesh -Naphtali, 
Hazor, Capernaum, Csesarea Philippi, Jotopata, Bethsaida, 
Chorazin, Scythopolis. Upon whose credit Baronius'* writes 
thus : '* The province of Decapolis (saith he) was placed in 
the same Galilee; so called, because there were ten cities 
in it, among which one was reckoned Capernaum. ^^ Con- 
fidently enough indeed, but without any ground. Pliny 
much otherwise : " There is joined to it (saith he*), on the 
side of Syria, the region of Decapolis, from the number of 
the towns, in which region all do not keep the same towns. 
Yet most do. Damascus and Opoto, watered with the river 
Chrysorrhoa, fruitful Philadelphia, Biaphana, all lying back- 
wards towards Arabia : Scythopolis (heretofore called Nysa, 
from father Bacchus's nurse being there buried), from Scy- 
thians drawn down [and planted] there : Gaddara, [the river] 
Hieromiax gliding by it, and that which is now called Hippon 
Dion, Pella rich in waters, Galasa, Canatha. The tetrar- 
chies run between these cities, and compass them about, 
which are like to kingdoms, and are divided into kingdoms, 
namely, Trachonitis, Paneas, in which is Csesarea, with the 
fountain before spoke of, Abila, Area, Ampeloessa." 

Whom should we believe? Borchard and his followers place 
all Decapolis within Galilee, being extended the whole length 
of Galilee, and adjacent to Jordan, and on the shore of the 
sea of Gennesaret. Pliny and his followers place it all in the 
country beyond Jordan, except only Scythopolis. 

In Scythopolis both parties agree, and I, in this, with both : 
but in others I agree with Borchardus hardly in any, and not 
with Pliny in all. In them, it is absurd to reckon the most 

^ BorcharH. cap. 6. §.6. Salig- " Ad annum Christi 31. 
niac, torn. 9. cap. i. * Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 18. 
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famed cities of Galilee for cities of Decapolis, when, both in 
sacred and profane authors, Galilee is plainly distinguished 
from Decapolis. In Pliny, it seems an unequal match to 
join Damascus and Philadelphia, formerly the two metropoles 
of Syria and the kingdom of Ammon, with the small cities of 
Gadara and Hippo. 

With Pliny and his followers Josephus also consents, in 
reckoning up some cities of Decapolis. For severely chiding 
Justus of Tiberias, he has these words : 2v koI irivTes T(j3«- 
pui9, ov fi6vov iv€i\ri<f)aT€ ra SirKa, iWh koI rot; iv rfj ^vpCq 
Acica ttoKhs iiTo\€iJLHT€' " Youy also and all the men of Tibe- 
rias have not only taken up arms, but have fought against 
the cities of Decapolis in Syria." Observe that : The cities 
of Decapolis iv 2vp/a, in Syria, not in Galilee. Iv yovv tcls 
Kf&fias avTQv ivivpri^ras' " Thou hast set their cities on fire." 
And a little after, " After that Vespasian was come to Pto- 
lemais, ot Trp&roi t&v tti^ '2vpCas Aina TT6\€<av, the chief men of 
Decapolis of Syria sharply accused Justus of Tiberias, Sn 
rhs Kc^fia^ avT&v Mirprjtrfv, thai he had fired their towns.'* 
But what those towns of Decapolis were», he hints elsewhere 
in these words: "Then* Justus persuading his fellow-citi- 
zens to take arms, and compelling those that would not, and 
going forth with all these, iix-nCfXTrprjat. rds r€ Tahofriv&v koI 
'iTrTrqv&v icdfias, he ^ fires tlie villages of the Gadarenes and the 
ffippens.*^ 

You see how, with Pliny, Josephus joins the region of 
Decapolis to the side of Syria, and how he reckons Gadara 
and Hippo for Decapolitan towns with him. And yet, as we 
said, Pliny doth not please us in all : but that which in him 
might seem most ridiculous and absurd, namely, that he 
reckons Scythopolis, which is beyond Jordan, with the other 
cities pleaseth me most of all. For from that very city we 
are certified what were the other cities, and why they were 
of such singular name and note : having first taken notice of 
the condition of Scythopolis, it will be more easy to judge of 
the rest. 

J Joseph, in his own life, pag. * Joseph, pag. 6iB. [c. p.] 
mihi 650. [Hudson, p. 937.J [c. 65T] ^ Leu$den*s Mtion^ vol. li. p. 418. 
* EnglishfoUo edit., vol. u. p. 315. 
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Sect. II. — ScythopoUs, heretofore |Ntt? Jl^l BetAsAean, 
one of the DeoapolUan cities. 

The Talmudists very frequently propound the particular 
example of the city Beth-shean^ which is also called Scytho- 
polls, (see the LXX in Judg. i. 27), and do always resolve it 
to stand in a different condition from the other cities of the 
land of Israel. 

"^ Rabbi <: (say they) looseth Beth-shean, Rabbi looseth 
Gaesarea, Rabbi looseth Beth Gubrin, Rabbi looseth Oaphar 
Tsemach from the Demaif' that is, from the tithing of things 
doubtful. Jarchi citing these words addeth these moreover; 
'^For^^ all those places were like to Beth-sbean, which the 
Israelites subdued coming up out of Egypt; but they subdued 
it not when they came out of Babylon.'^ 

*' R. Meir^ (say they) ate the leaves of herbs \iMt tithed] 
in Beth-shean, and thenceforth Kabbi Meir loosed all Beth- 
shean from tithing." Upon which story thus Jarchi again ; 
" R. Meri ate leaves in Beth-shean not tithed, because tithing 
is not used out of the land of Israel.^' Note this weU, I pray; 
that Beth-shean, which plainly was within the land of Israel, 
yet is reckoned for a city which is out of the land of Israel, 
and for a heathen city : and the reason is given, because, al- 
though it were within the land, and came into the possession 
of the Israelites in the first conquest of it, yet it came not 
into their possession in their second conquest, but was always 
inhabited by heathens. The same, with good grounds, we 
judge of the rest of the cities of Decapolis, which were indeed 
within the limits of Israelitic land, but which the Syrians 
or heathens had usurped, and until then possessed. After 
we have numbered some of those cities, the thing will appear 
the more clearly. 

But if you ask, by the way, who the inhabitants of Beth- 
shean were when the Jews came up out of Babylon; and 
who would not, could not be subdued by the Jews, is a matter 
of more obscure search: you would guess them to be Scy- 
thians from the derivation of the word, and from the words 
of Pliny : ** Scythopolis, heretofore Nysa, from Scythians 

^ Hieros. Demai, fol. 33. 3. 

<> R. Sol. in Demai, c. i. hal. 3. « ChoUn, £. 6. a. 
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bronght down thither." But if you go to Herodotus^, dis- 
coursing concerning the empire of the Scythians in Asia, and 
especially in Palestine, you will find that that empire was 
extinct when the grandfather of Cyrus was scarce bom : that 
it may seem more a wonder that the name of ScythopoUs did 
so flourish, when the Jews under Cyrus went back to their 
own land. But concerning this matter we will not create 
more trouble either to the reader or to ourselves. 

Sect. III. — Oadara and Hippo^ cities of Decapolis. 

So Pliny and Josephus in the words lately alleged out of 
them : and so the evangelists not obscurely concerning Oa- 
dara. For Mark saith, ^ He began to preach in Decapolis ;" 
Luke, " He departed preaching throughout all the city of 
Gadara." 

And that Gadara was of heathen jurisdiction, besides what 
may be gathered out of those words of Josephus, may be 
made out also from thence, that hogs were kept there in so 
great a number, Matt, viii : the keeping of which was for- 
bidden the Jews by the Talmudic canons, as well as the 
eating them by the Mosaic law. Hence in our notes on 
Mark v, we are not afraid to pronounce that possessed Gada- 
rene to be a heathen ; and that, if our conjecture fail us not. 
upon good grounds. 

That Hippo also was of heathen jurisdiction, the testi- 
monies of the Jews concerning the city Susitha may suffi- 
ciently argue : which as it is of the same signification with 
the word Hippo, so without all doubt it is the same place. 
So they write of its heathenism. '* Thes land Tobh^ to which 
Jephthah fled, is Susitha. And why is the name of it called 
Tobh [that is, good] \ because it is free from tithes.**^ And 
whence came it to be free from tithe ? because it was of hea- 
then possession. For there was no tithing without the land, 
that is, out of any place which belonged to the heathen. And 
again, '*If two witnesses^ come forth out of a city, the greater 
part of which consists of Gentiles, as Susitha," &c. 

' Herodot. in Clio, [i.] cap. 105, ^ Hieroe. Sheviith, f. 36. i. 
106. i Id. Ro«h Hashana. fol. 54. 4. 

f EnpUsk/oUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 3 16. 
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Sect. IV. — Pelia^ a city of DecapoUs. 

Pliny numbers Pella also among the Decapolitan cities: 
and so also doth Epiphanius^ : and that it was of the same 
condition under which, we suppose, the other Decapolitan 
cities were put, namely, that it was inhabited by heathens, 
the words of Josephus make plain : '* The* Jews recovered 
these cities of the Moabites from the enemy, Essebon, Me- 
daba, Lemba, Oronas, Telithon, Zara, Cilicium Anion, Pella. 
Tavrqv b^ KaritTKay^av, &c. But this (Pella) they overthrew, 
because the inhabitants would not endure to be brought over 
unto the customs of the country." Behold the citizens of 
Pella vigorously heathen, so that their city underwent a kin(^ 
of martyrdom, if 1 may so call it, for retaining their hea- 
thenism. And when it was restored under Pompey, it was 
rendered back to the same citizens™, the same Josephus 
bearing witness <^. 

But take heed, reader, that his words do not deceive you 
concerning its situation; who writes thus of Perea, M77K09 t^v 
aifTTJs diro Maxd^povvTos «fe El^AXai;, " The ^ length of Perea is 
from Macherus to Pella, and the northern coasts are bounded 
at Pella:" that is, of Perea, as distinct from Trachonitis and 
Batanea For Pella was the furthest northern coast of 
Perea, and the south coast of Trachonitis. Hence Josephus 
reckons and ranks it together with Hippo, Dio, Scythopolis, 
in the place before cited P. 

There is no need to name more cities of Decapolis beyond 
Jordan ; these things which have been said make sufficiently 
for our opinion, both concerning the situation of the places, 
and the nature of them. Let us only add this, while we are 
conversant beyond Jordan, and about Pella : *' Amnion and 
Moab (say the Gemaristsq) tithe the tithe of the poor in the 
seventh year,*^ fee. Where the Gloss thus; " Ammon and 
Moab are Israelites who dwell in the land of Ammon and 
Moab, which Moses took from Sichon. And that land was 
holy, according to the holiness of the land of Israel: but 

^ Epiphan. de mensur. et ponder. " Ibid. lib. xiv. cap. 8. [xiv. 4. 4.] 

cap. 15. o Id. de Bello, lib. iii. cap. 4. 

* Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 23. [Hud- [iii. 3. 3.] 

«on» P'599] [«"• ^5' 4-] •* Antiq. [xiv. 4. 4.] 

"* Leusden^s edition^ vol. ii. p. 419. ^ Jevamoth, fol. 16. i. 
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under the second Temple its holiness ceased. They sow it, 
therefore, the seventh year; and they appoint thence the 
first tithe, and the poor's tithe the seventh year, for the main- 
tenance of the poor ; who have not a comer of the field left, 
nor a gleaning that year : thither therefore the poor betake 
themselves, and have there a comer left, and a gleaning, and 
the poor^s tithe." 

We produce this, for the sake of that story which relates 
how the Christians fled from the siege and slaughter of Jem- 
salem to Pella. And why to Pella! Certainly if that be 
tme which obtains among the Jews, that the destmction of 
Jemsalem was n^y^ltDQ * in the seventh year,' which was 
the year of release, when on this side Jordan they neither 
ploughed nor sowed, but beyond Jordan there was a harvest, 
and a tithing for the poor, &c.; hence one may fetch a more 
probable reason of that story than the historians themselves 
give ; namely, that those poor Christians resorted thither for 
food and sustenence, when husbandry had ceased that year in 
Judea and €kililee. But we admire the story, rather than 
acquiesce in this reason. 

Sect. V, — Caphar Tiemach. Beth Guhrin. Caphar 
Camaim. 
Wfi neither dare, nor indeed can, number up all the cities 
of Decapolis of the same condition with Beth-shean : yet the 
Jemsalem Talmudists fix and rank these three under the 
same condition with it, in those words which were alleged 
before, Caphar Camaim excepted, of which afterward. 

I. rr^3 "^03 Caphar liemach. Let something be observed 
of its name out of B. Solomon. 

1. In the Jerusalem Talmudists it is rTO2 "©3 Caphar 
Tssmach ; but R. Solomon citing them reads Dt^V "^M 
Caphar Amos ; which one would wonder at. But this is not 
so strange to the Chaldee and Syriac dialect, with which it is 
very usual to change S (Tsade) into y (Ain). So that the 
Babbin in the pronouncing of this word D^^V Amos, plays the 
Syrian in the first letter, and the Grecian in the last, ending 
the word in D (Samech) for n (Cheth). 

2. We"^ dare pronounce nothing confidently of the situa- 

' English folio edition, vol. U. p. 317. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOI.. I. S 
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tion of the place : we have only said this of it before, that it 
is reckoned by the Jerusalem writers among III^^IDM Jll'l^'*!^ 
Dirum " the cities forbidden in the borders ;" perhaps, iv 
6pCta in the cooit^ of which before : but I resolve nothing. 

II. p)3ia /T"! Beth Gubrin. The situation of this place 
also is unknown. There was a Oabara about Csesarea Phi- 
lippi, called by the Rabbins n\h^)i vh\Sr\n ' Tamegola the 
Upper.' But we dare not confound words and places. It is 
famous for B. Jochanan > of Beth Gubrin, who said, '< There 
are four noble tongues/' &o. 

III. ]Mtt? n'^lD Vr'T\p nD3 " Oaphar Kamaim (sayt the 
Jerusalem Talmudists) is of the same condition with Beth- 
shean /' that is, of heathen jurisdiction. 

And now let the reader judge whether these were some 
of the Decapolitan cities. Whether they were or no, we 
neither determine, nor are we much solicitous about it : that 
which we chiefly urge is, that, by the places before men- 
tioned, it appears, as I suppose, that the cities of Decapolis 
were indeed, within the limits of the land of Israel, but in- 
habited by Gentiles. Jews indeed dwelt with them, but 
fewer in number, inferior in power, and not so free both in 
their possessions and privileges. And if you ask the reason 
why they would dwell in such an inferiority with the heathens, 
take this: "The^ Rabbins deliver. Let one always live in 
the land of Israel, though it be in a city the greatest part 
of which are heathens. And let not a man dwell without 
the land, yea, not in a city the greatest part of which are 
Israelites. For he that lives in the land of Israel hath 
God ; but he that lives without the land is as if he had not 
God ; as it is said, ^ To give you the land of Canaan, that 
God may be with you,"' &c. Would you have more reasons! 
*^ Whosoever^ lives within the land of Israel is absolved from 
iniquity. And whosoever is buried within the land of Israel 
is as if he were buried under the altar." Take one for all : 
"They men of Israel are very wise; for the very climate 
makes wise.**^ O most wise Rabbins I 

* Hieros. Meffil. 71. a. ' Ibid. f. iii. i. 

^ Id. Demai, fol. 22. 3. ^ Gloss, in Bab. Sanhedr. f. 5. i. 

^ Bab. Chetub. fol. 1 10. 2. 
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Sect. VL« — C€e$area Philippi. 

This city also is of the same rank with Beth-shean in the 
Talmudists : and Ptolemy besides encourages us to number 
it among the cities of Decapolis, who reckons it among the 
cities of Midland Phoenicia ; and Josephus, wjio, in his own 
Life, intimates Syrians to be its inhabitant. We correct here 
that which elsewhere slipped us, namely, that the Arabic 
interpreter, while he renders Gsesarea for Hazor, Josh. xi. i, 
may be understood of ' Oaesarea of Strato,^ when he seems 
rather to respect this Csesarea. 

And now, from what has been said, think with yourself^ 
reader, what is to be resolved concerning those words of 
St. Mark, ^^ Jesus went from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon 
unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of 
Decapolis :'* think, I say, and judge, whether by the ' coasts 
of Tyre and Sidon/ any place can be understood at the very 
gates of Sidon ; and not rather some place not very remote 
from Offisarea Philippi. And judge again, whether Deca- 
polis ought to be placed within GalUee, and not rather (with 
Pliny and Josephus) that a great part of it at least ought 
not to be placed in the country beyond Jordan ; and if any 
part of it stood in Galilee, whether it ought not to be placed 
in the utmost northern coast of it-, except only ScythopoHs, 
or Beth-shean. 

Sect. VII.— 7%^ aVy 11^5? Orbo. 

By occasion of the mention of Beth-shean, I cannot but 
subjoin the mention of the city "Cl"13? from the words of R. 
Judah, in the place at the margin : — " R. Judah saith », 
D^Il'l^y the ravens (or the people of Orbo) brought bread and 
flesh, morning and evening, to Elias. [i Kings xvii. 6.] "I^y 
XTM} TVytrs \t^W TV:i Dinra Nin TA<xt dty was in the hor^ 
ders of Beth-shean, and teas called Orbo.^ 

Some Jews raise a scruple whether ravens brought Elias 
bread and flesh, or men called Q'^S'li^ Ravens. So Kim- 
ohi upon the place : " There are some, who, by C^l")^!^ 
understand merchants, according to that which is said, "^y^yj 

s LemdetC» edUion, vol. ii. p. 430. * Beiesh. Rabba, sect. 33. 

s 2 
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•?fl'1^ ' "^^^ ^^"^ ^^ 0^"^ ^f ^^1 merchandise/ Ezek. xxvii. 
27. Hence you may smell the reason why the Arabic renders 

it OraUmoi Lr^?J>*J' ^o which sense our R. Judah^ who 
thinks that they were not ravens^ but the inhoMtants of the 
cky of Orbo, that ministered to Elias. But here the objection 
of Eimchi holds : ''jGrod commanded Eiias (saith he), that he 
sfaoukl hide himself, that none should know that^ he was there. 
And we see that Ahab sought him every where/^ &c. 

But omitting the trifiingness of the dream, we are search- 
ing after the chorographical concern : and if there be any 
truth in the words of R. Judah, that there was a city 11*^5^ 
Orho by name near Beth-shean, we find the situation of the 
brook Oherith, — or, at least, where he thought it ran. That 
brook had for ever laid hid in obscurity, had not Elias lay 
hid near it ; but the place of it as yet lies hid. There are 
some maps which fix it beyond Jordan, and there are others 
fix it on this side ; some in one place, and some in another, 
uncertainly, without any settled place. But I especially 
wonder at Josephus, who saith, that iv€x<ipri(r€v ek rh irpb^ 
virrov iifprj, irourSfi^vos irapa x€iiJLipp(^ ti,vI t^v hiaTpiPrjv " he^ 
went away towards the north, and dwelt near a certain 
brook;" when God in plain words saith, And thou shaU 
turn thee^ or go towards the east^ •^'7j? W? ^'^??'^ • fo** ^^ 
was now in Samaria. Gk>d adds, ^' Hide thee at the brook 
Cherith, ]'!n^n"''55) hv ^Wi which is before Jordan." So, 
you will say, was every brook that flowed into Jordan. But 
the sense of those words, " which is before Jordan,'* is this, 
'' which (brook), as thou goest to Jordan, is flowing into it 
on this side Jordan." So that although the Rabbin mis- 
takes concerning the creatures that fed Elias, yet perhaps 
he does not so mistake concerning the place where the brook 
was. 

The story of the Syrophcenician woman, beseeching our 
Saviour for her possessed daughter, and of his return thence 
by Decapolis to the sea of Galilee, hath occasioned a dis- 
course of ' the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, and the region of 
Decapolis.*^ And now, having finished the search after the 
places, let us speak one word of the woman herself. She is 
/UshfoUo edit., vol. ii. p. 318. ^ Antiq. lib. viii. [viii. 13. a.] 
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called by Mark ^EAAi^rl; 2vpo<f>oCvur<ra, * a Syrophoenician 
Oreek,' which is without all scruple ; but when she is called 
XcLvavaCoj * a Canaanitish woman/ by Matthew, that is 
somewhat obscure. K those things which in our animad- 
versions upon Matthew we have said upon that place do 
not please any, let these things be added : i. That Canaan 
and Phoenicia are sometimes convertible terms in the Seventy, 
Joshua iv. i, la, &c. 2. If I should say that *£AAt}j;1;, a 
Chreek uxman, and Xav<iva(ay a Canaanitish womanj were 
also convertible terms, perhaps it may be laughed at ; but it 
would not be so among the Jews, who call all men-servanta 
and women-servants, not of Hebrew blood, Canaanites. It 
is a common distinction, >*av Hy a Hebrew servant^ and 
^^^^ Hy a Canaanite servant ; and so in the feminine sex» 
But now a Canaanite servant, say they, is a servant of any 
nation besides the Hebrew nation. Imagine this woman 
to be such, and there is nothing obscure in her name : be- 
cause she was a servant-woman of a heathen stock, and 
thence commonly known among the Jews under the tide 
D'^iyiS nriDtt? of a Canaanite woman-servant. 

CHAP. VIII. c 
Some measurings. 
I. The measures of the Jews. II. Their measuring of the 
land by diets. III. And the measuring of the length of the 
land within Jordan. IV. Ptolemy consulted and amended^ 
V. PUny to he corrected. VI. 754^ length of the land out of 
Antoninus. VIL The breadth of the ways. VHI. The die- 
tance of the sepulchres from the cities. 

Sect. I. — The measures of the Jews. 
It obtained among the Jews, " That** the land of Israri 
contained the square of four hundred parssB."' And they are 
delighted, I know not how nor why, with this number and 
measure. ^* Jonathan Ben Uzziel « interpreted from the 
mouth of Haggai, Zechariah, and Maktchi ; and the land of 
Israel was moved four hundred parsm ecery way. XyffX}n\y\ 
nCHD niMO T hv HD-^D nWO S "••» '^Whenf a hog was 
drawn up upon the walls of Jerusalem, and fixed his hoof» 

« Leusden's edition, vol. U. p. 431. • Megill. f. 3. i. 

GloM. in Bava Mezia, fol. 38. i. ' Bava Kama» fol. Si. 2. 
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upon them^ the land of Israel shook four hundred parsse 
every way." 

HDID ^ A parsa contains in it four miles. " Ten parsse ^ 
(saith the Qloss at the place in the margin) are forty miles :" 
which might be proved largely elsewhere, if need were. 
So that four hundred parsse (or so many thirty furlongs), 
made a thousand six hundred miles. Which measure why 
they ascribed it to the land of Israel on every side of the 
square of it, whether from the measurings of Ezekiel, or 
from somewhat else, we do not here inquire. But we can- 
not but observe this, that the same number is mentioned, 
and perhaps the same measure understood, Rev. xiv. 20 : 
^ Blood issued out of the lake to the horses^ bridles, for a 
thousand six hundred furlongs.*^ Where the Arabic reads, 
AjUa^^ sJdS jU^^ ^'for the space of a thousand six hundred 
miles." 

The Talmudists measure sometimes by mile9^ sometimes by 
parses, sometimes by diets. Every one of these you will meet 
with in them very frequently. 

Of the Talmudic mile, take this admonition of theirs : inM 

: on fe^in rm b^yxL rrsntys yntro namely, that " it 

consisted i"" (not of eight, as the Greek and Roman did, but) 
" of seven furlongs and a half.'' For by what other word to 
render D^^ I know not; nor do I think it to be rendered by 
any other. 

And of the diet^ take this : *' R. Jochanan ^ saith, HT^^ 
D1**l DIM pfTO Haw much is a man^s journey in one day f 
niMDID '^ ten parses. From the first dawning of the morn- 
ing to sun-rise, five miles. From sun-set until stars appear, 

five miles. J fe^DV ^:h^ M^D»D ID^H l^rhrs vh WD 
There remain thirty. Fifteen from morning to noon. "ID^ITI 
Mnnfe^'? MOVT Mn'^DD Fifteen from noon tilt ewn.'' Be- 
hold a day's journey of forty miles in one sense, that is, as 
much as may be despatched in one day ; and of thirty in an- 
other, that is, as much as most usually was wont to be de- 
spatched. Where you are admonished by them also, that 
these are computed ^Sli*^! QV2 " according to the equinoctial 
day." 

« English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 319. ^ Bava Mezia, foL 33. 1. 
^ Gloss, in Pesach. fol. 93. 2. ^ Pesaohin, fol. 93. 2. 
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They feign ^^ that Saul in one day travelled sixty miles, 
as the Israelites did also from Jordan to mount Gerizim : but 
most commonly they judge the diet to be according to what 
was said, namely, that under it are comprehended thirty 
miles. 

And hither let those passages be brought. Ipn M**n IT **M 
npim "What"» is a long way! \y\ U^V'^y^On ]D From 
Modim^ (the sepulchres of the Maccabees) '' and forward ; 
and, according to this measure, on every side. He saith, 
moreover: From Modim to Jerusalem were fifteen miles."*^ 
The dispute is upon that, Numb. ix. lo, where it is com- 
manded, that every one keep the Passover in the first month, 
unless he be unclean, Hp^rn *|*n2 1M " or in a long way ;" 
and it is concluded, that by a hng way is to be understood 
the distance of fifteen miles at the least, which was the half 
of a common diet. 

Sect. II. — The Jevoi measuring out the land by diets. 

In the place noted >> in the margin, the masters ask, ^* How 
long is any bound to make known, by public outcry, concern- 
ing something found ? B. Judah saith, Three feasts, and 
seven days after the last feast : namely, three days for any to 
go home to seek whether he hath lost any thing, and three 
days to come back [to Jerusalem'], and that still one day 
might remain for public outcry." (The Gloss is, ' That he 
might make an outcry, — I lost such a thing, and these are 
the marks of it.') '* But they object, the third day of the 
month Marchesvan they pray for rains. Babban Gamaliel 
saith, The seventh of that months which is the fifteenth day 
from the Feast of Tabernacles : namely, that the last of all 
the Israelites [who came up to the feast] might go to Euphra- 
tes, and not be caught by the rains." 

It is presumed by this tradition, that the utmost bounds of 
the land of Israel was within three days^ journey" of Jeru- 
salem : nor amiss : and under the same condition the utmost 
bounds of the land beyond Jordan are reckoned ; namely, 
that they exceeded not that distance; but how much they 

* Midr. 'nil. fol. 7. 4. Gloss in » Bava Mesda, fol. 28. i. 
Sanhedr. fol. 44. i. ^ Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 

■A Pesach. in the place above. 432. 
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came short of it is left in doubt. It is not my purpose to 
determine of that business in this place : that which we 
pursue is, to measure out the breadth of the land within 
Jordan. 

Sect. III. — The Talmudistff measuring the breadth of the 

land tmthin Jordan, 
There was a tradition and national custom famous among 
them, concerning which we have mention somewhere, D13 

1!? h^h in« Dv ^^TTO xhwyh Th^v r^^r^ ^vi^ *'Thatq 

a vineyard of four years old, should go up to Jerusalem in a 
day'*s journey on every side." The sense of the tradition is 
this ; the second tithes were either to be eaten at Jerusalem, 
or, being sold at home, the money was to be brought to Jeru- 
salem, whence some things were bought to be eaten there. 
Now provision is made by this canon ^ that the tithes of 
vineyards which were within a diet of the city, should not be 
sold, but that they should be brought to Jerusalem and eaten 
there. 

But nj^'^nn fe^'^n it ''fe^ ** what are the bounds, say they, 
of that day'^s journey ? 

: D1"1"in p rh^^ ' Elath on the south; 
: pDSn p rnipy ' Acrabat on the north.' 
: n^^ynn "p irh ' Lydda on the west.' 
: rVSKXl p pn*» * Jordan on the east.' *' 

So both Misnas. But the Babylonian Gemara, in the 
places" noted in the margin, reads pD!CT VO H v^M " Elath 
on tlie north, Acrabat on the south.'' By what reason, and 
in what sense, these words agree, commentators endeavour to 
resolve obscurely enough ; but it is not of so much moment 
to detain us. 

Elath recalls to my mind some things which are spoken by 
the Notitia of the eastern empire. Where, " under the dis- 
position of the honourable man, the duke of Palestine/' is 
substituted, among others, " Praefectus legionis deoimae Fre- 
tensis Ailee, The lieutenant of the tenth Fretensian legion at 
Aila." Where Pancirolus writes, that " Aila was seated on 
the shore of the Red sea." St. Jerome, upon Ezek. xlvii. 
writes thus ; '' the tongue of the Red sea, on the shore of 

<i Maasar Sbeni, cap. 5. hal. 2, ^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 320. 
B Bezati, fol. 5. i. Rosh Hashanah, fol. 31. 3. 
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which Aila is seated, where a Roman legion and garrison 
is now quartered*" And the same father elsewhere*; "Aila 
(saith he) is in the utmost borders of Palestine/ joined to 
the south desert, and the Red sea, whence men sail out of 
Egypt into India, and thence into Egypt. And there also is 
a Roman legion called Decima/' the tenth. 

We dare not contradict so great an oracle ; otherwise my 
thoughts would run back to this our Elath : and that upon 
this reason especially, because it seems somewhat hard to sub- 
stitute a garrison at the Red sea '' under the duke of Pales- 
tine/' when that was so far distant from Palestine, and since 
there was a ^ duke of Arabia* (in which Elath at the Red sea 
was) as well as of Palestine. 

You see the Fathers of the traditions measuring from 
Lydda by Jerusalem to Jordan in a double diary : but here 
also they leave us again at uncertainties of the breadth of 
the land ; because Lydda was not upon the utmost coast 
of the land on that side. Unless, perhaps, you might say, 
that whatsoever space went between Lydda and the sea was 
D'^n HD'^'TO " the region of the sea,*" esteemed as heathen 
land ; when Caphar Lodim, which was seated in that interval, 
and not far from Lydda, was of no better account". Let us 
get therefore, if we can, more certain accounts, and more 
faithful direction. 

Sect. IV. — Ptolemy consulted and amended. 
It would be ridiculous so much as to dream, that the 
breadth of this land is every where the same : since the seas 
bounding on all sides, here the Mediterranean, there that of 
Sodom, the sea of Gennesaret, the sea of Samochonitis, and 
Jordan gliding between them, cannot but make the space very 
unequal by their various windings. 

Take a proof of this from Ptolemy in the Mediterranean 
shore»: — 

Thus he: 
Kauriptia Sr^xirciM^os .... ^' ft' 

^\&mrq ^i y 

'lofU'Circiif Xifi^i; ^i 

TadoLi&v Xifiriv (i g^ 

nCa (iyCp 

^ De loc. Hebr. « Gittin. cap. i. hal. i. ' Tabb. Asi», cap. 6. 
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Thus the Latin version of him : 

Csesarea Stratonis 66. 15. 

Joppa 65.40. 

Jamnetorum portus. The haven of the Jamnites . 65. 

Gazseorum portus. The haven of the Gazites . . 64. 45. 

Gaza 65.116. 

And more of the like variation. 

Of the last, namely, of ' the haven of the Gazites,' and Gaza 
itself, we may justly be at some stand. In Ptolemy himself, 
as you see, * the haven of the Gazites' is in ^i r 65. 45. But 
the Latin interpreter hath 64. 45 : — nor indeed without reason, 
when Gaza itself is only in 65. 26. But indeed, on the con- 
trary, it is more probable that the haven of the Gazites 
should be placed in 65. 26, and Gaza itself in 65. 45 ; where, 
by the haven is by no means to be understood that place 
where ships y put in and unladed, but the whole bay, compre- 
hended within the promontories that thrust themselves out 
into the sea ; the very last point of which thrusting forth 
you may conceive to be in deg. 65. and 26 : from the city 
1 9 minutes. 

If, therefore, you are minded to follow Ptolemy with this 
amendment, in measuring out the breadth of the land be- 
tween Gaza and Asphaltites^ take it thus. Let Gaza be in^ 
deg. 65. 45. And in him also, 'Ao-c^oArfriSos rh yiiorov iiti^^i 
lioCpas (f' v\ The Latin version is, ^^ Asphaltitis medium 
continet gradus 66, 50. The middle of Asphaltites contains 
degrees 66. 50.^ From Gaza, therefore, to the middle of the 
Dead sea, will be a whole degree and eVr minutes ; to which 
65 miles, 5 minutes^ do answer : whence if you withdraw the 
half of the Asphaltites, there will remain 65 miles, or there- 
abouts, from the shore of it to Gaza. 

Sect. V. — PUny to be corrected. 
And here I cannot but amend the reading of Pliny, or at 
least shew that it wants mending ; in whom we read thus ; 
" Deinde » Nabatsei oppidum,'" &c. ** Thence the Nabateans 
inhabit the town called Petra, the Bock, in a valley little less 
than two miles in bigness, surroimded with inaccessible moun- 
tains, a river running between. It is distant from Gkiza, a 

7 Lemden's edition, vol. ii. p. 423. < English foUo edit., vol. ii. p. 321 . 
» Nat. Hist. lib. vi. cap. 28. 
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town of our shore, DC miles: from the Persian bay, CXXII 
miles. Two double ways meet here ; the way of those who 
went to Palmyra of Syria; and of those who came from 
Qaza."" Those words, ** it is distant from Gaza,'" &c. are 
they with which we have to do. 

What ! six hundred miles from Gaza to Petra, the metro- 
polis of the Moabites I I wonder the very learned Heidman^ 
should so softly swallow down these words, and that without 
any regret. But let me have leave to conjecture that Pliny, 
in his own copy, wrote thus^ '' It is distant from Gaza, a town 
of our shore, CX.M :'' but by the carelessness of the tran- 
scribers, the numerical letter X was cut into two parts, after 
this manner, )(, and the left half of it, at length, dosed in 
with the former C, in this manner (), and so at last passed 
into D ; and the other right-hand half remained thus, C, and 
was reckoned for a hundred. 

However we may mistake in our conjecture, yet certainly 
concerning the space and number of the miles^ we do not so 
mistake. For allow thirty-eight miles, or thereabouts, be- 
tween Petra and Asphaltites, and grant twenty miles, or 
thereabouts, to the breadth of that sea (that we may go 
something in the middle between Pliny and Josephus con- 
cerning the breadth of it), then there will remain of the 
hundred and ten miles which we suppose Pliny wrote, fifty- 
two miles, or thereabout, from that sea to Gaza : which is 
not far from the mark. But the mark is vastly overshot, 
when six hundred miles are assigned from Gaza to Petra. 
You will surely favour our computation, and conjecture of 
the injury done Pliny by the transcribers^ when you shall 
have observed^ that the first shore of Gaza is, according to 
Ptolemy^ as we have said, in degr. 65. 26 ; and Petra is only 
in degr. 66. 45. 

Let us, therefore, grant fifty-two or fifty-three miles, or 
thereabouts, for the breadth of the land from the shore of the 
Mediterranean sea to the Asphaltites : you must allow some 
more miles between the Mediterranean shore and Jordan: 
because by how much the more broad the Asphaltites is, so 
mnch the less broad is the land ; and the same must be said 
of the sea of Gennesaret and Samochonitis. And Galilee is 
^ See Heidman. PaUest. c.7. §.6. 
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not only straitened according as they are enlarged ; but it is 
straitened also by the territories of Tyre and Sidon running 
between it and the sea. 

So that it would be in vain to trace out an exact breadth 
of the land every where ; and it would be ridiculous to mea- 
sure it by any one measure or extension. It is well enough, 
if one come near the thing by some convenient guess here 
and there, or err not much of it. 

The determination of the Imgth of the land seems more 
sure, while it is measured out by towns and cities, from Sidon 
to the river of Egypt : but here also is not the same space to 
all ; and in some places the measuring is very uncertain. 

SicT. VLc — The length of the land, otU of Antoninus. 
Thus the Itinerary of Antoninus : — 

From Sidon to Tyre (Phcenicia) 24 miles. 

To Ptolemais 32 

Sicamina 24 

Gsesarea . 20 

Betaro (Palestine) 18 

Diospoli 22 

Liamnia 12 

Ascalon 20 

Gaza 16 

Papa 22 

Bhinocolura 22 



232 
We have elsewhere measured out this space by the cords 
of Pliny and Strabo, less than this number by thirteen 
miles : where if some mistake hath crept into the computer 
tion, let Gulielmus Tyrius bear the blame, who stretched 
the bounds of Phoenicia four or five miles only from Tyre 
southward. 

But what shall we say of another Itinerary! Which whether 
it be Antoninus^s I dare not define; where it is thus. 
From Csesarea to Betaron 31 miles : 

To Diospolls 38 miles : 

exceeding the former computation nine-and-twenty miles. 

^ EngUsh folio edition, vol. ii. p. 322. 
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There is somewhat there also, which how to reconcile with 
Josephus, it is not easy to shew : for it is said, 
From* Neapolis to JEHa 30 miles. 
To Eleutheropolis ... 20 miles. 

To Ascalon 24 miles. 

Where from ^lia or Jerusalem to Ascalon run out only 44 
miles; whereas Josephus saith of Ascalon, that it was tQv 
*Upo(nfX.iiyLaiv cIkchti vpos rols ircirraKoaCoi^ ivixovaa araZlovs^ 
"distant® from Jerusalem 520 furlongs/' or 65 miles. This 
breach is a little filled up by this; that New Ascalon was 
nearer to Jerusalem than the old by sixteen miles, as Ben- 
jamin relates. 

Whether Betaron were the same with ^n**! Betar^ where 
that horrible slaughter was under Ben Cozba, we will not 
dispute here : there is no doubt to be made but Liamnia is 
illy writ for Jamnia. And now let us follow Antoninus to 
Pelusium : — 

Rhinocolura 

Ostracena ... 24 miles, 
Cassio .... 26 miles, 
Pentascino ... 20 miles, 
Pelusio .... 20 miles. 
Which how they agree with Pliny, who numbers only sixty- 
five miles from Pelusium to the ending of Arabia, viz. to 
the Sirbon, on which Rhinocolura borders, I shall not take 
upon me to say. This I have said elsewhere, that it is a 
wonder that some maps should place the Sirbon between 
Cassius and Pelusium, when the contrary manifestly appears 
both here and in Pliny and Strabo. Perhaps they took the 
error from Ptolemy, or at least from his interpreter, in whom 
Cassius is in latitude, degr. 31. 15 : but the breaking out of 
the Sirbon in 31. 10. 

Sect. VII.*^ — The breadth of the ways, 
"ThbK Babbins deliver. A private toay (y^rVH T^^) w 
four cubits. A way from a city to a city is eight cubits. A 
public way (D^^iTl *pi) is sixteen cubits. The way to the 

<" Leutden's edUion, vol. ii. p. 424. ' English foUo edit., voL ii. p. 323. 
• De Bell. lib. ill. 0. 2. [iii. 2. i.] f Bav. Bathia, fol. 100. 
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cities of refuge is two-and-thirty cubits. The king's way 
hath no measure : for the king may break down hedges to 
make himself a way. And the way to a sepulchre hath no 
measure, Ml^'SCn \k^p^ UW2 for the honour of the dead:' 
Compare Matt. vii. 13, 14. 

There was this difference between a vyay from a city to a 
city, and D^l"in ^Jll a public way ; that a public way was 
that along which all cities passed ; a way from a city to a city 
was that along which this city passed to that, and that to 
this, but no other city passed that way. 

** That way from a city to a city was eight cubits (saith the 
Oloss), that if haply two chariots met, there might be space 
to pass." 

The way to a sepulchre had no measure, that those that 
attended the corpse might not be separated by reason of the 
straitness of the way. They add, T1DM niDS ^»2^^ IDyt^H 
7^1]P S T^l " A station, as the judges of Zippor say, is as 
much as contains four cabes." By station^ they understand 
the place where those that return from the sepulchre stand 
about the mourner to comfort him. pM HinD©! CHSJ^ 
Dil^by ^^^TCIX^ " Forh men-servants and women- servants 
they do not stand, nor for them do they say the blessing of 
the mourners." The Gloss is, "When they returned from 
the sepulchre, rO*)*)© D^tZTiy I'^H they stood in rows com- 
forting him. And that row consisted not of less than ten. 
They made him sit, and they stood about him>/' 

7^1p S ri**! " A piece of ground containing four cabes of 
seed (saith the Gloss), is thirty-three cubits and two hand- 
breadths broad, and fifty long." 

Sect. VIII. — The distance ofsqmlchresfrom cities. 
BuRYiNG-PLACKs'' " wcrc uot near the cities," T^l VII vh 
'Vvh p31DD nVliap. They are the words of the Glosser 
upon Eiddushin in the place quoted ; and that upon this tra- 
dition : " For all the thirty days he is carried in his mother's 
bosom, and is buried by one woman and two men ; but not 
by one man and two women.'" The sense is this, An infant 



»» Beracoth, fol. 16. 2. * Gbss. in Chetubh. fol. 8. 2. 

^ GI088. in Kiddush. fol. 80. 2. 
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dying before the thirtieth day of his age hath no need of a 
bier, but is carried in his mother^s bosom to burial, two men 
accompanying ; but he is not carried by two women, one man 
only accompanying. And this reason is given ; because when 
the burying-places were a good way distant from the city, 
it might happen that two women might be enticed by one 
man to commit whoredom, when they were now out of the 
sight of men ; but two men would not so readily conspire to 
defile one woman. 

They produce examples : " A certain woman (say they) 
carried out a living infant as though it were dead, to play 
the whore with him who accompanied her to the place of 
burial." — And, '' Ten men took up a living woman as though 
she were dead, that they might lie with her.'' Certainly thou 
forgettest thyself, O Jew, when one while thou sayest that 
two men would scarcely conspire together for the flefiling the 
same woman, and other while that ten men did. 

The burying-places were distant two thousand cubits from 
the Levitical cities ; from all other cities a great space, if not 
the same. How far Jerusalem agreed with these in this 
matter, or not agreed, we must observe elsewhere. 

CHAP. IX.i 

Some places scatteringly noted, 

I. The Soman garrison. II. Zin TS. Cadesh DjTl- 

III. WM Ono. 

Sect. I. Tfie Boman garrisons. 

Being to speak of some places, scatteringly taken notice of 

here and there^ let us begin with the Roman garrisons, which 

were dispersed all the land over : and this we do the rather, 

because the Notitia Imperii, whence they are transcribed, is 

not so common in every one's hand. 

NOTITIA. 
Under the command of the honourable person, 
the duke of Palestine. 
Equites Dalmatae Illyriciani Berosab». 
Equites Promoti Illyriciani Menoide. 

* Leusdm's edition, voL ii. p. 435. English folio editum, vol. ii. p. 324. 
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Equites Scutarii Illyriciani Ghermul». 

Equites Mauri Illyriciani MlisR. 

Equites Thamudeni Illyrioiani Bitsanie. 

Equites Promoti Indigent Sabaiie. 

Equites Promoti IndigensB Zodocath». 

Equites Sagittarii Indigeu» Havanse. 

Equites Sagittarii Indigen» Zoarae. 

Equites primi Felices Sagittarii IndigeruePalsestin» Saburse, 

sive Veterocariae. 
Equites Sagittarii Indigense Mohaile. 
Praefectus Legionis Decimse Fretensis Ailse. 

And those that are taken out of the lesser Muster-roll. 
ATa prima miliaria Sebastena Asuadae. 
Ala Antana Dromedariorum Admath». 
Ala Goifetantiniana Tolohse. 
Ala secunda Felix Valentiniana apud Prsesidium. 
Ala Prima miliaria hastse. 
Ala Idiota constitutse. 
Cohors Duodecima Valeria Afro. 
Cohors Decima Garthaginiensis Carthse. 
Cohors Prima Centenaria Tarb». 
Cohors Quarta Phrygum Prsesidio. 
Cohors Secunda Gratiana Jehybo. 
Cohors Prima equitata Calamonse. 
Cohors Secunda Galatarum Arieldelse. 
Cohors Prima Flavia Moleahse. 
Cohors Secunda Cretensis juxta Jordanem fluvium. 
Cohors Prima Salutaria inter iSliam et Hierichunta. 

The Office stands thus: — 
Principem de Schola Agentium in rebus. 
Numerarios et Adjutores eorum. 
Commentariensem. 
Adjutorem. 

A libellis, sive subscribendarium. 
Exceptores, et cseteros Officiales. 
All this out of Notitia. 
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Sect. 11.^^^— Zin ]>S. Cadesh D,71. 

These places are named in the line bounding the land 
southward. Numb, xxxiv. and Josh. xv. 

The Jews teach us, that it was called the * Desert of Zin' 
from a mountain of that name, and that the mountain was 
so called from the groves of palm-trees ; and that it was 
famous for iron mines. For those words, Numb, xxxiv. 4, 
nSS "^i;^ " And pass on to Zin,'' are rendered by the Jeru- 
salem Targumist, M^tlD ^^lltO "^XH " And the border passed 
on to the mountain of Iron." By Jonathan, *»^**27 "^^jn, 
M^tlD ^1110 " And passed on to the palms of the mountain 
of Iron.'' — ^^0^2, in the Talmudists, are lesser palms. — Rabh» 
Judah saith, He that sells a farm to his neighbour, must 
write, Possess to thyself, pD'iai \nrT\ \h\kn\ p^^iTr."— Let 
the Aruch be an interpreter for us : — 

" rS"^ ^^ loftier palm-trees. 

" p vt^n are the rest of the greater trees. 

" p2in are the rest of the smaller trees. 

" j^'i'^S are the smaller palm-trees." 

And the Talmudists again DTIM hr\1 ^7) ""T"^ ''The« 
palms of the mountain of Iron are fit," to make a bunch to 
hold in the hand in the feast of Tabernacles. Where the 
Gloss, — ^^3*^2 are smaller pahns. 

It seems, therefore, to be some mountainous tract, very 
near to the borders of the land of Israel, famous for palms of 
a lower size, and iron-mines, called, from its palm-trees, ^^ 
Tsin^ and from that name giving a denomination to the adja- 
cent country, which was desert. 

Cadesh, in the eastern interpreters D|T) Bekam, was a 
bound of the land ; yet Cadesh itself was, in effect, without 
the land. Hence those words, '' HeP that brings a bill from 
a heathen place, &c. ; yea, that brings it from Bekam." And, 
^' AU^ the spots that come from Rekam are clean." The 
Gloss is, ^' Some spots in the garments" (namely, of a proflu- 
vious woman) " which came from Bekam were clean, because 
they determined not of the spots of strangers." Another 

>° English folio edition, vol. ii. p. ^ Succah, cap. 3. hal. 1. 
335. P Gittin, cap. i. hal. i. 

~ ~ ■ *■ ' " ,fol.i6.i. 



^ Bava Bathra, fol. 69. 2. ^ Jevam. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. T 
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Oloss thus : *' Iq Rekam were Israelites ; and yet spots 
coming from Rekam are clean, because they belong to Israel- 
ites, and the Israelites hide their spots/' &o. 

Cades, as Bridenbachius relates, is called Cawatha by the 
Arabians : for thus he writes ; '^ At length we came into a cer- 
tain country, which, in the Arabian tongue, is called Cawatha, 
but in the Latin' Cades."" Which while we read, those things 
come into my mind which the eminent Edward Pocock, a 
man of admirable learning, discourseth concerning the word 
Kawa \(S^\ i^ his very learned Miscellaneous Nates^^ that it 
should signify crying alottd, an (mtcry^ &o. To which whether 
the word mfMi Golis and ny**3 (whereby Rekam is also caUed), 
that denotes heUotoing^ may any way answer, it is more fit for 
that great oracle of tongues to judge than for so mean a man 
as I am. 

Sect. IIT,— WM Ono. 

'' Ono was ^ distant three miles from Lydda. R. Jacob " 
Ben '^MilDIl Dositheus swd, From Lydda to Ono are three 
miles; and I, on a certain time, went thither before day- 
break, up to the ankles in honey of figs."" R. Simai^ and 
R. Zadok went to intercalate the year in Lydda, and kept 
the Sabbath in Ono."" 

The Talmudists suppose this city was walled down from 
the days of Joshua ; but fired in the war of Gibeah : because 
it is said, '^ All the cities also, to which they came, they set 
on fire,"^ Judg. xx. 48 ; but that it was rebuilt by Elpaal, a 
Benjamite, 1 Chron. viii. 12; '' R. Lazar Ben R. Josah saith. 
It was destroyed in the days of the concubine in Gibeah ; but 
Elpaal stood forth and repaired it." 

With Lod and Ono is also joined D**tt>^nn M*^5 or, " The 
valley ^f craftsmen,'* Neh. xi. 3^ ; which some of the Jews 
suppose to be a particular city ; and that it was walled from 
the days of Joshua. *' But saith R. Chananiah, in the name of 
R. Phineas, Lod and Ono D*^Cnnn H^H ]n themselves are the 
valley of craftsmen,'^ That R. Chananiah J was 131H ttTH a 

' Leusden*s edition, vol. ii. p. 426. ^ Bab. Chetab. fol. 3. a. 
• Pag. 48. 49, &c. [Works, vol. i. « Cholin, fol. 56. a. Hiem. Me- 

p. 146. ed. 1740.] gill. fol. 70. ^. 
^ Juchas, fol. 39. a. ^ Juchas. in the place above. 
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eitizeH of the city of Ono, eminent among the Rabbins, ^^one 
of the five learned who judged before the wise men. These 
were Ben Azzai, Ben Zuma, Chanan, and Ghananiah, and 
Ben Nanas/' 

Why the maps placed Lod and Ono near Jordan, not far 
from Jericho, I can meet with no other reason than that in 
Josephus is found the town Adida, not far from thence, and 
Hadid is reckoned with Lod and Ono in Ezra ii. 33 ; and Lod 
and Hadid are framed into > one word Aodadl, Lodadi^ Ezra 
li. 33, and AoJa^tt, Lodhdid, Neh. vii. 37, by the Seventy in- 
terpreters. But there were more places called by the name of 
Adida ; so that that reason fails, if that were the reason. For 
there was 'Adcdct iv if 2e<^X9, 'Adida in Sephei; (' Adida in 
the valley);* and», 'Abtbh irrfXiy iir Spovf K^iyiivr)^ "The city 
Adida In the mountain ; i<^ 1)9 ^Jiccirai rh 1^9 ^lovbaias it^hia' 
under which lie the plains of Judea.**" Andb "Adida in 
Gralilee before the great plain," if ^ it were not the same with 
" Adida iv rfj 2€<^ijX^, in Sepheir 

Of Lydda, which we are now near when we are speaking 
of Ono, let that be considered, for the sake of young students, 
which the Gloss adviseth ^, That Lydda is called also M**)Tnb 
Lodicea : and frequent mention is made of T)7l **aiin '' the 
martyrs in Lydda,'' which is sometimes also pronounced 
M**|Tn71 "^Xnn "the martyrs in Lodicea ^ as in that story «^ 
among other places ; " When the tyrant [or Trajan] endea- 
voured to kill Lolienus [perhaps JuHanus] and Papus his 
brother M'^pllbn in Lodicea, &c.'' [the Gloss, Tl'? «"«n ii^prh 
Lodicea^ that is, Ly€Ua'] " he said to them, If you are of the 
people of Ananias, Michael, and Azarias, let your Qtod come, 
and deliver you out of my hand."*^ 

The martyrdom of these brethren is much celebrated, which 
they underwent for the king's daughter, who was found 
slain ; and the enemies of the Jews said that the Jews had 
slain her ; and these brethren, to deliver Israel, said, ' We 
slew her;' therefore those alone the king slew. So the 
Oloss. 

Li the tract Eelim^ there is mention of ^p*n7 T13D, which 

* EnaUthfoUo eiit,, vol. ii. p. 336. « i Mace. xiii. 13. 

* I Mace. zii. 30. ^ In Taanith. 

^ Jot. Antiq. lib. ziii. cap. 13. « Taanith, fol. iS. 2, 
[xiii. 6. 5.] ^ Cap. 36. hal. 
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whether it refers to the same place, and be to be rendered 
" The Sandal of Lydda," doth not appear. With it is men- 
tioned also "^pov hn^O " The Emkean Sandal," so called from 
^pOV *1M Caphar Imki: the mention of which place is in 
the tract Taanith, where it is saidK, " The city out of which 
are five hundred footmen, as Caphar Imki,^ &c. So the 
Aruch and B. Solomon cite the place, and pronounoe the 
name of the city "^pDy "1M Caphar Imki; but in the Tal- 
mudic text it is "'p^Oy ^M Caphar ImM. About which 
we shall not contend. 

CHAP. X. 

0/the various inhabitants of the land. 
I. It was the land of the Hebrews before it was the Cancumiies*^ 
II. Whence it came to pass that Canaan toas onfy a part 
of Canaan^ Judges iv. i. III. Who the Perizzites toere. 
IV. The Kenites. V. Bephaim. 

Sect. I. — It toas the land of the Hebrews before it 
was the Ganaanites'. 

Abraham is called '^•^ly Hebrew, then only when the dif- 
ference between him and the Elamites was to be decided by 
war. And the reason of the surname is to be fetched from 
the thing itself which then was transacted. 

I. The*> hereditary right of the Holy Land, which, by di- 
vine disposal, was Sem's land, Elam, the first-bom of Sem, 
did deservedly claim ; nor was there any of the sons of Sem 
upon whom^ in human judgment, it was more equally and 
justly devolved. But the divine counsel and judgment had 
designed it another way; namely, that it should come to 
the family of Arphaxad, and Heber, of which family Abraham 
was. Him, therefore, God strengtheneth against the army 
of Elam, and declares him heir by a stupendous victory; 
which Sem himself likewise does, blessing him, although he 
had overthrown in battle his sons the Elamites, bom of his 
first-bom Elam. For that most holy man, and a very great 
and noble prophet withal, acknowledged the counsel of Gk)d ; 
whom he is so far from opposing for the slau^ter of his sons, 

t Taanith, fol. 3j. a. >> Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 4^7. 
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that, on the oontrary, he bleeseth the conqueror, and yields 
him the choicest fruits of his land, bread and wine, not only 
for refreshment to him and his soldiers, but also, perhaps, for 
a sign rather of resignation^ and investing him with the he- 
reditary right of it^ whom God, by so signal a mark^ had 
shown to be the heir. Upon very good reason^ therefore^ 
Abraham is called Hebrew, to point as it were with the 
finger^ that God would derive the inheritance of that land 
from the family of Elam to the family of Heber, from the 
first-bom to him that was bom after ; which was also done 
afterward with Reuben and Joseph. 

II. It' neither ought, nor indeed can be passed over with- 
out observation, that the country of Pentapolis^ and the 
countries adjacent, were subjects and tributaries to Ghedor- 
laomer king of Elam. What ! was there any part of the land 
of Ganaan subject to the king of the Persians, when so many 
kings and countries lay between it and Persia? No idle 
scruple and difficulty, I assure you ; nor, as far as I can see, 
any otherwise to be resolved, than that Elam, the first-bom 
of Sem, or Melchisedek, by his birthright, was heir of that 
land, which his father Sem possessed by divine right and 
patent ; and the sons of Elam also held after him, and his 
grandsons, unto Ghedorlaomer. For when it is said that 
those cities and countries had served Ghedorlaomer tioehe 
years, the times of his reign seem rather to be reckoned than 
the years of the reign of the Elamites. Not that those nations 
were subject to the sceptre of the Elamites twelve years only, 
but that that year was only the twelfth of Ghedorlaomer. 
But now God translates the inheritance to the family of 
Heber, called Hebrew before, but now more particularly, 
and more honourably, since, of all the families of Sem, that 
was now most eminent, •^ly Heber denotes Hebrews, as "lltDM 
As9ur denotes Assyrians, in those words of Balaam, Numb, 
xxiv. 24, •^nS? 13jn nWM 125n ** and shall afflict Assur, and 
shall afflict ^ Heber f" 

It is a dream of somebody among the Rabbins, '' That ^, 
when the whole land was divided among the seventy nations 
at the confusion of tongues, the land of Ganaan came to 

^ EngUshfoUo edition, vol. ii. p. 327. ^ Shem tobh in Ps. xlviii. 
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none : therefore the Ganaanitea betook themselves thither ; 
and being found not only empty, but conferred by lot upon 
none, they usurped it for their own." 

But what then shall we say of Melchizedek, whom now 
all acknowledge for Shem t Which is more probable, that he 
intruded among the Canaanites, now inhabiting the land, or 
that they intruded upon him ? Was not that land hereditary 
to him and his, rather than usurped by wrong and intrusion ! 
And did not he, by the direction of the Spirit of God, betake 
himself thither, rather than either that he, wandering about 
uncertainly, lighted upon that land by chance, or, acted by a 
spirit of ambition or usurpation^ violently possessed himself 
of it? For my part, I scarcely believe, either that the 
Canaanites went thither before the confusion of tongues, or 
that Shem, at that time, was not there : but that he had long 
and fully inhabited the land of Canaan (as it was afterward 
called), before the entrance of the Canaanites into it : and 
that by the privilege of a divine grant, which had destined 
him and his posterity hither: and that afterward the Ca- 
naanites crept in here ; and were first subjects to the family 
of Shem, whose first-born was Elam, but at length shook off 
the yoke. 

When, therefore^ all those original nations, from the con- 
fusion of tongues, partook of their names immediately from 
the fathers of their stock ; as, the Assyrians from Assur, the 
Elauiites from Elam, &c. ; the same we must hold of the 
Hebrew nation, namely, that it, from that time, was called 
Hebrew from Hebor : and that it was called the land of the 
Hebrews^ before it was called the land of the Canaanites. 
For I can neither think that the stock of the Hebrews had 
no name for almost three hundred years after the confusion 
of tongues, until the passing of Abraham out of Chaldea 
found a name for it^ which some would have ; nor methinks 
is it agreeable that Abraham was therefore called Hebrew, 
because, travelling out of Chaldea into the land of Canaan, 
he passed [^?i^] Euphrates ; when, upon the same reason, 
both Canaan himself, and the fathers of all the western na- 
tions almost, should be called Hebrews ; for they passed over 
Euphrates, travelling out of Chaldea. And when the pa- 
triarch Joseph himself is called by his mistress a " Hebrew 
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aervant,'' G^n. xxxix. 17, and so called by the servants of 
Pharaoh, chap. xli. 1 2 ; and when he saith of himself, that 
he was stolen away " out of the land of the Hebrews,'' G^en. 
xl. 15, — it is scarcely probable that that whole land was 
known to other countries under that name, only for one 
family now dwelling there; and that family a stranger, a 
traveller, and living in danger from the inhabitants: but 
rather that it was known by that name from ancient ages, 
even before it was called " The land of the Canaanites/^ 
Nor, if we should raise a contest against that opinion, which 
asserts that the language ■" of the Canaanites and the Hebrews 
was one and the same, would that argument any whit move 
us, that the towns and cities of the Canaanites b6re names 
which were also Hebrew; for those their Hebrew names 
they might receive from Shem, Heber, and their children, be- 
fore they were places of the Canaanites. 

Heber lived when the tongues were confounded, and the 
nations scattered; and when none denied that the sons of 
Heber were Hebrews, ( yea, who would deny that that land 
was the land of Heber ?) by what reason should not they and 
that nation take their name from him, after the same manner 
as other nations took theirs from their father, at the confu- 
sion of languages ? 

Sect. H." — Whence Canaan t€a$ a part only of Canaan^ 
Judg. iv. 2. 

Canaan with his people wandering from Babylon after 
the confusion of languages, passed over Euphrates through 
Syria, and travelled towards Palestine, and the way led him 
straight into the northern part of it first. And that which 
the Jews say of Abraham travelling thither, may be said of 
this person also in this regard : ^ God said to Abraham (say 
theyo), *]7 *^7 To thee, to thee; the words being doubled by 
reason of a double journey, one from Aram Naharaim, the 
other from Aram Nachor. While Abraham lived in Aram 
Naharaim, and Aram Nachor, he saw men eating, drinking, 
and playing: he said therefore, Let not my portion be in that 
land. But after he came ni3 7ttJ rTO7tD7 to the ladder of 

"B LeuidtnU edit,, vol. ii. p. 438. ^ EngUshfoUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 338. 
o Beresh. Rabb. §. 39. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



280 Chorographical decad. 

the Tyrians, he saw men labouring in digging their grounds^ 
in gathering their vintage, and in husbandry : and then he 
said, Let my portion be in this land.*" 

Note^ how Abraham coming into the land of Canaan is 
first brought into the north part of it ; for there was ' Scala 
Tyriorum/ * The ladder of the Tyrians/ Canaan, in like 
manner with his sons, travelling from Babylon went the same 
way^ and possesseth first the north parts, both those that 
were without the land of Canaan, and those that were parts 
of the land of Canaan itself. 

First, let the seats of these his four sons without the land 
of Canaan be observed. 

I. ''ll^M Arcadia the Arvadites. Which word in idl ver- 
sions almost is read as Aradi, the Aradites. And their seats 
are easily discovered in Arad and Antarad. Jonathan for 
•^ni^t^ Arvadi, the Arvadites, reads ^MDtDl7 [LtUad] the 
Lutasites. Which people in what part of the world were 
they? When I search in the Aruch what the word DlDIv 
LiUds means, he cites these words out of Bereshith Babba ; 
'' A certain woman of the family of Diy^llD Tiberintts was 
married inM D10177 to one LtUas :^' and when, accordingly, 
I search Bereshith Babba, I find it there written, " She was 
married inM D'^tOObS to a certain robber.'" 

If it were written in Jonathan ''t^D1lD7, instead of '^MDt017 
I should suspect his eye was bent upon Latavis, a place of 
Phoenicia : concerning which mention is made in the Notitia 
Imperii; where the Boman garrisons under the duke of Phoe- 
nice are, ^' Otthara, Euhara, Saltacha, Latavis/' &c. 

II. **'^03 Zemariy the Zeraarites. In the Targumists, both 
that of Jerusalem and of Jonathan, it is *^!^n Chamatsi, So 
it is in the Arabic, and in the Jerusalem G^emaristsP; and 
also in Bereshith Babba <1 ; which either supposeth them 
called "^^DS Zemarites, or alludes to the word "IDSS t'^tWJW 
" because they wrought in ^D2 Zemer^ toooUen manufacture.'' 
But * Chamats' and ^ Apamia' are convertible terms in the 
Jerusalem Talmudists: ynm MtD'' M'^DDMI «D*^ "The sea 
of Apamia (say they) is the sea of Chamats'." But now 
that Apamia we show elsewhere is the same with Sepham; 

P Hieros. Megill. fol. 71. a. Q Bcrcsh. Rabb. §. 37. 

' Hieros. Chetubh. fol. 35. a. 
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on the utmost coast of the land of Israel^ north and north- 
east. 

in. ••pny Arki, the Arkites. pn^Vl Op^^ '»pM*- 
" Arki is Areas of Libanus." Pliny writes thus* ; '' Paneas, 
in which is Ceesarea with the spring before spoken, Abila, 
Arca/i &c. Borchard thus, " In terminos [read inter] Libani 
et Antilibani oilG^ndimus castrum Arachas/' &c. " On [or 
rather between] the borders of Libanus and Antilibanus, we 
found the strong-hold Araehas^ and built by Aracheus the 
son of Canaan, when the deluge was over."*' 

IV. T\?2n Hamathi, the Hamathites. In the Jerusalem 
Targum it is Antioch. And Bereshith Babba not much from 
that sense, though in very different words, rP'^DID^b^ ^TO 
'* A Sinite (saith he) and Arethtma ; rPDO'^D "^riDn Cha- 
maihi is Epiphania'' Thus Pliny ; " The rest of Syria hath 
these people, except what shall be said with Euphrates, the 
Arethusians, the Bereans, and the Epiphanians.^^ 

You see the Antiochian and Syrophoenician Syria pos- 
sessed by the Ganaanites ; and yet we are not come as far as 
the land of Canaan. 

Let us therefore proceed onwards with Canaan and the 
rest of his sons. The borders of the Canaanites, saith the 
Holy Scripture, " were from Sidon to Gerar, even unto (Jaza," 
Gen. X. 19. You will say they were from Antioch, and 
utmost Phoenicia, and a great part of Syria. True, indeed, 
those countries, as we have seen, were planted by the sons of 
Canaan, but the Scripture doth not call them Canaanites; 
but where their coasts end towards the south, there the 
Canaanites* begin. The tract therefore, or region first pos- 
sessed by them, is called by a peculiar name Canaan^ as dis- 
tinct from the rest of the land of Canaan, Judg. iv. 2 ; where 
" Jabin the king of Hazor*" is called " the king of Canaan,'* 
that is, of the northern coast of the land of Canaan. And 
among the seven nations devoted by God himself to a curse 
and cutting-oflf, the Canaanites are always numbered, when 
all indeed were Canaanites: and that, as it seems, upon a 
double reason; partly, because that country was distinctly 
so called, as another country, and was of a peculiar differ- 

» Beresh. Rab. in the place before. * Nat. Hist. lib. v. 19. 
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ence» from those countries inhabited by the sons of Canaan, 
of whom we have spoke : partly *, because Canaan the father 
probably fixed his seat there himself ; and thence both that 
country was called Canaan, and the whole land moreoyer 
called " The land of Canaan.'' 

Sect. III. — The Perizzites, who. 
Beckon the sons of Canaan in Gen. x ; and where do you 
find the Perizzites ? And yet, a matter to be wondered at« 
they are always numbered in that black catalogue of the 
seven nations to be cut off. 

I know it is supposed by some that they are called Periz- 
ssUeSy as much as to say mllcujfers, because they dwelt in vU- 
lagest and small towns unfortified : which, indeed^ varies not 
much from the derivation of the word : but certainly it is 
needless, when all the Canaanitish families are reckoned up, 
which possessed the whole land, to add the mllagers over 
and above, who were sufficiently included in the aforesaid 
reckoning. 

But that which we know was done by the Israelites, we 
justly suppose was done by the Canaanites also; namely, that 
some families of the Canaanite stock were denominated, not 
from the very immediate son of Canaan, from whom they 
derived their original, but from some famous and memorable 
man of that stock. Nor do we say this upon conjecture 
alone, but by very many examples among the Israelites ; and, 
indeed, among other nations, and this in that very nation of 
which we are speaking. In Gen. xxxvi, Zibeon was the son 
of Seir, ver. 20 ; and the whole nation and land was called, 
<' The nation and land of the sons of Seir.'' But now that 
that Seir was of the Canaanite pedigree, appears sufficiently 
hence, that his son Zibeon was called a Hivite, ver. 2. After 
the same manner therefore as the Seirites, who were of 
Canaanite blood, were so named, I make no doubt the Periz- 
zites were named from one Perez, a man of great name in 
some Canaanite stock. 

u Leusden's edit,, vol. ii. p. 429. < English foUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 339. 
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Sect. IV.— 7%^ KeniUs. 
Of the same rank were the Kenites, the Eenizzitea, Cad- 
monites : by original indeed Ganaanites, but so named from 
some Gain, and Eenaz, and Gadmon, men of famous renown 
in those families. If so be the Gadmonites were not so 
oalled from their antiquity, or rather from their habitation 
easitoard: which is the derivation of Saracen»; from Saraoon, 

[o^] the east. 

The masters of the traditions do not agree among them- 
selves what to resolve concerning these nations. In the Je- 
rusalem Talmudist^ you have these passages: *^ Youry fathers 
possessed seven nations, but you shall possess the land of 
ten nations. The three last are these, the Kenites, the Ee- 
nizzites, the Gadmonites. B. Judah saith. These are the Sat- 
means, the Sabeans, and the Nabatheans. B. Simeon saith» 
Asia, rPIDlODb^ and Damascus.^ B. Lazar Ben Jacob saith, 
Asia and Garthagena, and Turkey. Babbi saith, Edom and 
Moab, and the first-fruits of the children of Ammon."*^ 

In the Babylonian Talmudists these passages : '' Samuel < 
saith, All that land which God shewed to Moses^ is bound 
to tithes. To exclude what ? To exclude the Eenites, the 
Eenizzites, the Gadmonites. A tradition. B. Meir saith, 
These are the Naphtuchites, the Arabians, and the Salmeans. 
B. Judah saith, Mount Seir, Ammon, and Moab. B. Simeon 
saith, D'^pD''"ny Asia and Spain." 

'^ These <^ nations were not delivered to Israel in this age; but 
they shall be delivered in the days of the Messias.*^ 

^^In^ the days of the Messias they shall add three other 
cities of refuge. But whence ? From the cities of the Eenites, 
the Eenizzites, and the Gadmonites. Gonoeming whom God 
gave a promise to our father Abraham ; but they are not as 
yet subdued.*" 

We may borrow light concerning these nations from those 
words of Moses, Gen. x. 18, "Afterward the families of the 
Ganaanites were dispersed." First they replenished Phoenicia, 
and the northern country of the land of Gaiiaan ; by little and 

T Hierofi. Kidduah. fol. 61. 4. » Bcresh. Rab. fol. 28. a. 

s Bab. Bathra, fol. 56. i. ^ Maimon. in nvn cap. 8. 
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little^ the whole land of Canaan within Jordan. Then they 
spread themselves into the land which afterwards belonged 
to the Edomites, and there they were called Horites from 
mount Hor ; and the children of Seir, from Seir the father of 
those families, he himself being a Canaanite. On the east, 
they spread themselves into those countries which afterward 
belonged to the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Midianites ; 
and they were called Eenites, Eenizzites, Cadmonites, from 
one Cain, one Eenaz, and perhaps one Cadmon, the fathers 
of those families ; if so be the Gadmonites were not so called 
from the aforesaid causes. 

The<^ mention of a certain Cain calls to my mind the town 
or city Cain, which you see in the maps placed not far from 
Carmel : in that of Doet, adorned (shall I say !) or disfigured 
with a Dutch picture of one man shooting another, with this 
inscription, " Cain wert geschoten van Lamech ;^ " Cain was 
shot by Lamech/' Gen. iv. A famous monument forsooth ! 
That place, indeed, is obscure, Gen. iv : and made more ob- 
scure by the various opinions of interpreters : and you, Doet, 
have chosen the worst of all. If the words of Lamech may be 
cleared from the text, (and if you clear it not from the con- 
text, whence will you clear it?) they carry this plain and 
smooth sense with them : He had brought in bigamy : that 
also had laid waste the whole world, Gen. vi. For so wretched 
a wickedness, and which, by his example, was the destruction 
of infinite numbers of men, divine justice and vengeance strikes 
and wounds him with the horror and sting of conscience ; so 
that, groaning and howling before his two bigamous wives, 
Adah and Zillah, he complains and confesseth that he is a 
much more bloody murderer than Cain, for he had only slain 
Abel ; but he, an infinite^ number of young and old by his 
wicked example. 

Sect. V.— D'^MD^ Bephaim. 

The Samaritan interpreter always renders these, Aseans ; 

— in Gen. xv. 20, written with [ll] Cheth, but in Deut. ii. ao, 

with [M] Aleph. If they were called Aseans, as they were by 

him, so by all other speaking Syriac and Chaldee ; I know 

c English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 330. ^ Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 430. 
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not whence the word Asia may more fitly be derived, than 
from the memory of this gigantic race, living ahnost in the 
middle of Asia^and monstrous and astonishing above all other 
Asiatics. The LXX call them Tiriva^, Titans, 2 Sam. v. j 8, 22. 
The word used by the Samaritan denotes Physicians ^, and 
so it is rendered by me in the Polyglott Bible, lately pub- 
lished at London, Deut. ii, partly, that it might be rendered 
word for word, but especially, that it might be observed by 
what sound, and in what kind of pronunciation he read the 
word D'*MD'^ Bephaim. So the LXX render it *lar/>ol. 
Physicians^ Isa. xxvi. 14, &c. 

^ FFrom mD"). sanavit. In the same sense mdm is used in Chaldee 
and Syriac.] 
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OHAP. I.* 

Ofths places mentioned in Luke iii. 
I. Same historical passages concerning the territories ofHerod^ 
and the tetrarchies of his sons. II. Whether Perea was not 
also called Galilee. III. Some things in general concerning 
the country beyond Jordan. IV. TVc^honitis. V. Auranitis. 
VI. Iturea. VII. Abilene. VIII. 2 Sam. xx. i8 discussed. 

Sect. I. — Some historical passages concerning the 
territories ofHerod^ 8fc. 
JdEFOBE we make any particular inquiries into the coun- 
tries mentioned Luke iii. i, it wiU not be amiss to dip into 
history a little more generally. 

^^ Augustus Csesar ^ received Herod's sons, Alexander and 
Aristobulus^ upon their arrival at Rome, with all the kind- 
ness imaginable^ «col blbaxriif ^Hpdhi ttiv Pa<rik€lav St<^ fioii- 
Aerai pffiaiovv t&v ^f avrov y€yov6T<avi granting a power to 
Herod to establish the kingdom in which of his sons he pleased : 
Ka\ \(ipav hi t6v re Tpixcovay koI Baravaiav, /col ^Afipavlnv ^ : 
yeay and moreover, gave him the region of TrachonitiSy Batanea, 
and Abranitis." We find Perea (peculiarly so callod) not 
mentioned in this place^ when yet it was most assuredly 
under Herod's jurisdiction : how else could he have built He- 
rodium, which was in the extreme confines of Perea south- 
ward, where he himself was buried ! 

^ English foUo edition, vol. ii. ^ Joseph. Antiq. lib. xv. cap. 13. 
p. 361. — Leusden*s edition, vol. ii. [Hudson, p. 696. 1.6. [zv. 10. 1.] 
p. 471. c AvpapWw Hudson. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



294 Chorographical Notes. 

Neither, indeed, doth St. Luke say any thing of Perea, 
even then when he mentions the tetrarchy of Herod Antipas, 
under whose jurisdiction^ Josephus tells us, were both Perea 
and Galilee. ''Eyivero hk viro roin^ fAvrfTr^] ^ re Titpala «at 
TdKiKaUL, " Perea ^ and Galilee were both under Antipas." 

Why Josephus should not mention Perea, when he is 
speaking of the father's kingdom, or why St. Luke should 
omit it, when he instances the tetrarchy of the son, that being 
so unquestionably within his jurisdiction, I confess is some- 
thing strange to me ; nor could I pass it without some 
remark. 

The same Josephus tells us this of the tetrarchy of Philip : 
Baravala re icol Tpixonu, &o. '^ Batanea^, also, and Tracho- 
nitis, Auranitis, and some parts of Zeno's house, about Jam- 
nia, yielding the profits of one hundred talents, were under 
Philip's government." And again, Trfre Hi kojL ^CKnnros re- 
Xeirr^ rbv fiCov, eticooT^ fiki^ iviavri^ rrjs TificpCov ipxrjs* " Then^ 
died Philip, in the twentieth year of the reign of Tiberius, 
when he himself had governed for seven-and-thirty years 
over Trachonitis, Gaulonitis, and the country of the Bata- 
neans." Here we see Auranitis is not mentioned, but Gau- 
lonitis is ; and in St. Luke, neither Batanea, nor Gaulonitis, 
nor Auranitis; but, instead of them, Iturea. There is a 
chronological difficulty^ in these words of Josephus, which 
is not easily solved ; but this is not the business of this 
treatise. 

It is hard to say whether this Z-qviAvos ouco9, house of 
Zerum, have any relation with Zenodorus the robber. Jose- 
phus, in the place above quoted ^, mentions him, saying, that 
Augustus was the more willing to put Batanea, Trachonitis, 
and Auranitis, under the government of Herod the Great, 
that he might the more effectually suppress the thefts and 
ra{)ines committed by one Zenodorus and the Trachonites. 
Strabo > also speaks of this Zenodorus, telling us, that '' there 
were few robberies committed now ; KaraXvOhniAv rw irepl 
Zriv6b(apov tQv KrfiTT&v, the robbers of Zenodortu's party being 
cut offT 

^ De Bell. lib. ii. cap. 9 . [ii. 6. 3 .] i^ English foUo edit., vol. ii. p. 36a. 

• Ibid. ^ TAntiq. xv. 10. i J 

' Antiq. l.xviii. c. 6. [xviii. 4. 6.] ' Strabo, lib. xvi. [p. 756.] 
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But if the name should be writ in the mother tongue, Ts^l 
IWS Beth Zenun, it might signify a place or region of cold; 
and so denote some country adjacent to the snows of Leba- 
non ; or some part of Mabil "^tO the mountain of enow [Her- 
mon] ; I rather believe. 

Sect. II. — Whether Perea may not also he caUed Galilee. 
I. Although the whole Transjordanine country might 
justly enough be called UfpaCa, Perea^ for this very reason, 
because it was Ttipav rod 'lopiivov, on the other side Jor- 
dan; yet, generally speaking, the country is distinguished, 
and that is peculiarly called Perea, which was the kingdom 
of Sehon, the dwelling afterward > of the Beubenites, and 
part of the tribe of Gad. 

Hence that of Ptolemy, that Aw' ivaroXQif tov irorofxov 'fop- 
bdvov^ " from the east of the river Jordan,'' there are only 
these cities reckoned up by him : 
R<^/Lio9, CoemoB, 
AifiCas, Livias. 

KaXXippoTJ, CdlUrrhoe. Of old^ Lasha. 
ri(<apoSf Gfazorue. 
'ETT^ccupos, Ejnc€Brus. 
Other places that were beyond Jordan he mentions under 
other districts ; as, some under Goelosyria, others under 
Batanea. 

That which we are now inquiring about, is, whether the 
Transjordanine country was ever called Galilee. The rise 
of this question is, because our Evangelist mentions the whole 
tetrarchy of Herod, under the name of Galilee, when as Perea 
was a great part of it. I incline much to the affirmative, for 
these reasons : and first, I suppose that the upper part of 
the country ' beyond Jordan' might be called ^ Gulilee." 

1. From Matt. iv. 15, 6b6v doAdo-cnys iripav tov *Io/od<bov, 
roAiAofa T&v iOv&v, " by the way of the sea beyond Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles.^ Are not those places beyond the 
sea of Gennesaret, called, in this place, ' Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles,' in distinction to Galilee properly so called, on this side 
Jordan! 
%. Judas, who moved the sedition against the Roman tax, 
* Leusden*» edition, vol. ii. p. 471. 
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is, by Gamaliel, called * Judas of Galilee/ Acts v. 37,— who 
yet, by Josephus, is called TavXavlrris iviip^ iK irdK^ois ovofia 
TofxiKcL, " A ^ Oaulooite of the city of Gumala.**" Now it is 
well enough known that Gaulona and Gamala were beyond 
Jordan. 

II. I suppose Perea, properly so called, to have gone also 
under the name of Galilee, for these reasons : 

1. The whole land of Canaan, both that beyond and that 
on this side Jordan, was under the jurisdiction of Herod the 
Great. So that divide this whole country into four tetrar- 
chies, the first Judea ; the second Samaria ; both which were 
under the government of Pilate ; the third, Iturea and Tra- 
chonitis, under Philip; the fourth will be Galilee on this 
side, and Perea beyond Jordan. Whereas, therefore, St. Luke, 
in the division of the tetrarchies, names only Gkdilee, as that 
which belonged to Herod, it is manifest he includes Perea 
under that of Galilee, and speaks of it as a known and com- 
monly-received thing. 

2. In Luke xvii. 11, it is said of Jesus, that ^' as he went 
to Jerusalem, he passed through the midst of Samaria and 
Galilee.'' One would have thought it had been proper to 
have said, '^ through- the midst of G^ilee and Samaria.'' 
For when he went from Jerusalem to his own country, he 
then passed through Samaria, and so into Galilee ; but going 
from home to Jerusalem, he in his passage went through Ga- 
lilee, and then through Samaria : but now it is very certain, 
that in that journey he did pass through Perea, having first 
gone through the Samaritan country. Whence it is very 
probable that Perea is called, by our evangelist in this place, 
Galilee ; in the very same manner as he had also included it 
in the mention of Gulilee, Luke iii. i . 

3. In that tragical feast, wherein the last mess was the 
head of John Baptist, those who * then were treated by He- 
rod are called the " great estates of Galilee," Mark vi. 21. 
Now, that supper was kept in the palace Herodium, which 
was in the very extreme parts of Perea towards the south ; 
and, therefore, surely those " great estates of Galilee,*" that 
were with him, must be no other than the great estates of 
Perea. 

k Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. i . [xviii. i . i .] 1 EngUsh folio edit., vol. ii. p. 363. 
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4. There is mention of I'lP-O ni7^^3 Geliloth of Jordan, 
Joshua xxii. 11, when the passage was concerning Perea: 
whence that country might well take its name of Galilee. 

Sect. Ill — Some things in general concerning the country 
beyond Jordan. 

As to the tetrarchies of Herod and Philip^ this, I suppose, 
we may determine without prejudice or question, that nothing 
was within their jurisdiction but what was within the con- 
fines of the land of Israel^ properly so called. As to what 
may be objected concerning Iturea, we shall consider in its 
own place. Whilst we are, therefore, looking into these coun- 
tries, our main busfiness will be with what was beyond Jordan ; 
for that on this side the river was only Galilee, about which 
we shall not much trouble ourselves, because there is no diffi- 
culty concerning it. 

The Transjordanine country, if I mistake not, from greatest 
antiquity, is divided in that story, Gen. xiv. 5 : '^ Chedor- 
laomer, and the kings that were with him, smote the Re- 
phaims in Ashtaroth - kamaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, 
and the Emims in Shaveh-kiriathaim, and the Horites in 
mount Seir.'*' 

These two things we may apprehend from this passage : 
I. That the country of Bashan was inhabited by the Re- 
phaims; Perea (another part of the land beyond Jordan), by 
the Zuzims, Moab by the Emims. 2. That Ashtaroth-kar- 
naim, Ham, and Shaveh-kiriathaim are not every one the 
names of whole countries, but particular places in those coun- 
tries; perhaps where the several fights were, or where the 
people of that country had been subdued. 

As to Ashtaroth-kamaim, there is little doubt but that 
was in the kingdom of Bashan ; the larger region being called 
Ashtaroth, Kamaim is added in a distinguishing limited sense : 
Deut. i. 4, "Og, the king of Bashan, which dwelt at Ashtaroth 
in Edrei.'^ 

Of the place itself, the Jewish doctors thus "* : fTOM D iy 
WlD v31 DIM ItD^^ " At twenty cubits, a man sits in the 
shadow of his tenf^ (viz. in the feast of Tabernacles) ; ** he 

™ Succah, fol. 3. 1. 
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does not sit in the shadow of his tabernacle beyond twenty 
cubits, but in the shadow of its sides'*" [that is, if the roof 
or cover of his tabernacle be above twenty cubits high]. 
" Abai saith unto him. If, therefore, any one " shall pitch a 
tabernacle in Ashtaroth-karnaim^ is not the tabernacle so 
also?" Gloss: " Ashtaroth-kamaim were two great moun- 
tains^ with a valley between ; and, by reason of the height 
and shadow of those mountains, the sun never shone upon 
the valley.^ 

Why the Samaritan copy should use here 1VT\p n^3**Dy 
Aphinith KamaiaA, instead of ' Ashtaroth-kamaim,^ espe- 
cially when it retains the word Ashtaroth elsewhere, is not 
easy to say, unless it should have some relation to ^DV 
boughs / as a place thick and shady with boughs. But such 
is the confusion of the guttural letters in the Samaritan lan- 
guage^ that we can determine nothing positively. 

That the Zuzims inhabited Perea^ as it is distinguished 
from the country of Bashan, may be evident from the pro- 
gress of the conqueror ; for whereas it is plain that the Be- 
phaims dwelt in Bashan, and the Emims in the country of 
Moab, Deut. ii. lo, ii, it is manifest that the Zuzims, who 
were conquered after the Bephaims, and before the Emims, 
lay in a country between both^ and that was Perea. 

And hence are those to be corrected that would correct 
the 'reading here [Gen. xiv. 5.], and instead of OrQ D^prtTT 
'' the Zuzims in Ham^ would render it^ " the Zuzims imth 
them [DTO]." So the Greek, Vulgar, &c : as if the Zuzims 
were amongst the Bephaims, when they were distinguished 
both in nation and dwelling. The Samaritan, we may be sure, 
took Oni for no other than a place, when it renders PltD^ vl 
in Lishah, 

When the Israelites went out of Egypt into that land, the 
whole Transjordanine region was divided into these two 
seigniories, — the kingdom of Sehon, and the kingdom of Og. 
That of Sehon was Perea, strictly so called now ; that of 
Og, was all the rest under the name of Bashan. But after 
the return of Israel from Babylon, Bashan was so subdivided, 
that Batanea, or Bashan, was only a part of it, the rest going 
under the name of Trachonitis, Auranitis, and, if you will, 
n Leusden*8 edition, vol. ii. p. 473. 
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GanlonitiB too ; for we meet with that distinction also in 
Josephus^ To give, therefore, all these countries at this 
time their proper bounds and limits, if it does not exceed all 
human skill and wit, I am sure it doth mine. 

So P that all we can do in this matter, is only to propound 
a few things of these places thus divided, as far as conjec- 
ture may carry us, which we submit fairly to the fair and 
candid judgment of the reader. Let us, therefore, begin with 
Trachonitis. 

Sect. IV. — Trachonitis. 

Argob, mentioned Deut. iii. 14, is, by the Targumists, 
called MJW^tt and M3'l3'1tt Trachana. And so Jonath. 
I Kings iv. 13 : the Samaritan hath it, rTHli;i^"1 Bipobaah, 
which seems akin to 2X> Begah, amongst the Talmudists. 

^^ Tekoah<) hath the preeminence for oil : Abba Saul saith, 
\ryT^ nnj^l na^^l rh WW The next to that i$ Regah beyond 
Jordan*' 

Gul. Tyrius would derive the name from draffom [bpiK<»v]. 
For so he : "If [Trachonitis] seems to have taken its name 
from dragons. Those hidden passages and windings under- 
ground, with which this country abounds^ are called dragons. 
Indeed, almost all the people of this country have their dwell- 
ings in dens and caves ; and in these kind of dragons.'^ 

Other things might be offered as to the signification of 
the word : but we are looking after the situation of the 
place, not the etymology of the name. And the first thing 
to be inquired into, as to its situation, is, whether it extended 
in longitude from the south to the north, or from the west 
to the east. The reason of our inquiry is, partly upon the 
account of Auranitis, which we are to speak of presently, 
and partly those words in Josephus, &p((€ro H aMi [BaravaCa] 
rg Tpa\f»vCTtJbc "Batanea» was bounded with Trachonitis.'*' 
How so? Either that Batanea lay between Perea and Tra- 
chonitis, extending itself from the west towards the east, or 
between Trachonitis and Galilee, strictly so called, extend- 
ing itself in length from the south towards the north : which 

° Me Bell. iii. 3. 5.] <» Menacoth, fol. 85. a. 

V EngUsh folio edUiom, vol. ii. p. ' De Bell. Sacr. Hb. zvi. cap. 9. 
364. * Antiq.lib.xvii.cap.3.[xvii.3.i.] 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



300 Chorographical Notes, 

last I presume most probable ; and so we place Trachonitis 
in the extreme parts of the Transjordanine country towards 
the east. And both which, upon these reasons taken to- 
gether : 

1 . The Oemarists, describing the circumference of the land 
from the north, do mention p rhv'chl T\vh^V ^7\Xr\r\ 
mmi*? Onnr^l «a'^DniS') pD'^p " Tamegola [or Gabara] 
the upper, which is above Csesarea [Philippi], and Trachona, 
which extends to Bozrah* :" where the extension of Trachona 
must not be understood of its reaching to some Bozrah in 
those northern borders ; but to some Bozrah or Bosorrah in 
the confines of Perea^: and so it supposes the country ex- 
tending itself from the north towards the south. 

2. Bararafcs* X^P^^f "Of the province of Batanea; east 
of which is Saccea, and here, under the hill Alsadamus, are 
the Trachonite Arabians." Behold here the Trachonites living 
east of Batanea. 

3. "H Tcy TaixakinKTi kclI FaDAawrw, Baravala re koL Tpax«- 
vXns' '' The country of Gamala, and Gaulanitis, and Batanea, 
and Trachonitis.'** But were not Gamalitica itself and Gaulo- 
nitis within Batanea ? Right : but by this distinction he divides 
between that Batanea that was nearer Galilee, and that that 
was farther off. That country that lay nearest, from those 
noted towns of Gaulan and Gamala, he calls Gaulonitis and 
Gamalitica ; and that which was farther off, he calls by its 
own name of Batanea ; and what lies still beyond that, Tra- 
chonitis. 

There was a time when all that whole country, which now 
is distinguished into these severals, had one general name of 
Bashan ; which word, how it came to change into Bathan, or 
Batanea, — as also, with the Targumists and Samaritans, into 
Bathnin and Mathnin, — ^any one, indifferently skilled in the 
Syrian tongue, will easily discern. 

Sect. V. — Auranitis. 
That Auranitis took its denomination from Hauran, hardly 

t HieroB. Sheviith, fol. 36. 3. » Ptol. cap. i^ towards the end. 

« Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 12. [xii. 8. r Joseph, de Bell. lib. iii. cap. 4. 

3.] [Hudson* p. 1121.] [iii. 3. 5.] 
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any one will question, espeoially that observes b'Oa 7H "^ttJW 
|*^^n Ezek. xlvii. J 6, to be rendered by the Greek interpreters, 
At ^Unv i-nivm t&v opUav kvpavlrvbos, " which are upon the 
borders of Auranitis."'' 

Hauran is reckoned up amongst those hills, at the top of 
which, by lifting up some flaming torches, they were wont to 
give notice of the new year. 

" Where 2 did they hold up those lights? rmwon "inD 
«llD'IDb Fhm mount Olivet to Sartaba. i^y^Sr):h «niD'^DD'l 
And from Sartaba to Gryphena. ^rxh ^y^tSTsytys And from 
Gryphem to Hauran, pJlSl n^27 pirTO"! And from Hauran 
to Beth Baltin. And from Beth Baltin^ he that held up the 
light there^ did not depart, but waved it hither and thither, 
up and down, till he saw the lights kindled throughout the 
whole captivity."" 

The* Gemarist ' queries, ''What is Beth-Baltin? Babh 
saith. It is Biram. What is the captivity! Babh Joseph 
saith. It is Pombeditha." Gloss : ** The sense of it is this : 
That Biram is in the land of Israel.'" How ! is Biram the 
same with Beth Baltin, and yet is Biram within the land of 
Israel ? when, in the Jerusalem Gemara, '' Babh Honna 
saith. When we came hither, we went up to the top of Beth 
Baltin, and discerned the palm trees in Babylon.'^ If this 
be true, the geographers are to consider whether there can 
'be any prospect of Babylon from the land of Israel. In 
their sense it may be true enough^ who commonly by the 
name of Babylon understand all those countries into which 
the Babylonish captivity were carried ; not only Chaldea^ 
but Mesopotamia also^ and Assyria. So that bounding the 
land of Israel with the river Euphrates (which, indeed, the 
Holy Scriptures themselves do), they make it contiguous with 
Mesopotamia, the river only between ; and they place Beth 
Baltin not far from the bsmk on this side the river. 

The Gemarists acknowledge that lights were lifted up upon 
some hills between those which they had mentioned ; but 
these were the most known and celebrated, and therefore they 
named them only. Now it is probable enough that mount 
Hauran gave the denomination to the whole country Auran- 

^ Rosb Hashanah, cap. ii. bal. 2, 

* English folio edition^ vol. ii. p. 365. 
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itis, which we are now upon. Perhaps there might be some 
part of Antilibanus called Hauran, either from the Syriao 
word 'y\^T^ Havar, which signifies whiie ; or from the Hebrew 
word ^*\T\ Hor, a cave. It may well enough agree either way, 
the hill being white with snow^ and hoUow with the subter- 
ranean passages that were there. 

However^ it is plain enough, from the place in Ezekid 
before quoted, that Hauran was situated in the very extreme 
parts of the land towards the north, and from thence the 
country, as it had its situation there, so had its name Aura- 
nitis. Gul. Tyrius^ (by what authority I cannot tell) placeth 
it near the sea of Qennesaret : ^^ Subito enim transcursa 
regione Auranitide, quae secus mare Tiberiadis est," &c. 
** The country of Auranitis being suddenly run through, 
which is by the sea of Tiberias,'' &o. 

And that the river Orontes [springing between libanus 
and Antilibanus near Heliopolis, as Pliny <: hath it] took its 
name from Hauran^ the word itself seems to assure us. Al- 
though some, quoted by Eustathius in Dionys. Ilcpiiyy., do 
apprehend it to be a Latin name. '^AKkoi hi (l>Junp (saith he) 
in Kalaap Tifiipios iK ApiKOvros airhv ^Op6vTriv ii€T(av6\iaff€Vf 
h ariiiaCv€L 'AvaToXiK6v' As if * Orontes' were the same with 
* Orientalis,' ' the Eastern.' But what that iK ApiicovTos 
should mean is a little difficult. Orontes was of old called 
Typhon, as Strabo^ tells us. 

Sect. VI. — Iturea. 
The reader must excuse me if I make a narrower search 
into the situation of Iturea, although Barradius may confi- 
dently enough have told him (upon his own trust merely, as 
far as I can learn), that ^^ the country is in the tribe of Neph- 
thali, at the foot of mount Libanus." Perhaps he hath fol- 
lowed Borchard, who himself writ^ only upon the credit of 
Jacobus de Vitriaco : *' Scias regionem Decapolin quam va- 
rie in Scripturis denominari," &c. '' You must know, the 
region of Decapolis hath several names in Scripture. Some- 
times it is called Iturea ; sometimes, Trachonitis ; sometimes, 
the plain of Libanus ; sometimes, the land of Moab ; in one 

*> Lib. xxii. 26. ^ Lib. v. cap. aa. ^ lib. xvi. [c. a.] 
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place, Gabul ; in another place, Galilee of the Gentiles, and 
the Upper Galilee ; but everywhere it is all one and the same 
country." Thus he confusedly enough. 

Pliny « places some nation or other, called by the name of 
the Itureans, in Oyrrhestica of Syria : " Et inde Cyrrhestica," 
&c. " Next that is Oyrrhestica, the Imeates, the Gindareni, 
the Grabeni, two tetrarchies, which are called Granii Coma- 
titse, the Emisenes, the Hylatae, a nation of the Itureans, 
and those of them also called the Betarreni, the Mariami- 
tani,^ &c. 

" After ^ Macra is Marsyas, wherein are some hilly places, 
on one of which stands Ghalcis, a garrison of Marsyas. 
The beginning of it is Laodicea, about Libanus. T^ fjiv o3y 
6p€tvh txovai Ttitrra 'Irovpaioi T€ kclL "Apafi^s, KOKOvpyot irivrts* 
The Itureans and Arabs hold all the mountainous places, a 
very mischievous sort of people, all of them." 

2rparet)(rai ' V airrbv [J^afili] kolL M Mdov/bux(bv9, Koi *A/i- 
lAOpCras, Koi McoojS^-as» «col ^IrovpaCovSy kcu Na/3ara^ovs, xal 
Nafibatovr ^^ David made war with the fkiomites, the Am- 
monites, the Moabites, the Itureans, the Nabathites^, and 
Nabdites/' He had said before, ^* That he bad subdued the 
Syrians dwelling by Euphrates and Comagene, koL roh iv 
Takahf\v^ ^AatrvpCovs kol ^oCvucas, the Assyrians and Phoeni- 
cians that were in Galadene.'*^ 

*^ Secus i mare Galilsese viam carpentes,'" &c. '^ Taking 
the way by the sea of Galilee, we entered Phoenice, and, 
leaving Paneas, which is CSaesarea Philippi, on the right hand, 
we came to Iturea.*" 

'* Bex ^ pertransiens agrum Sidonensem," &c. '' The king 
passing through the country of Sidon, and going up some 
hilly places which lay between ours and the enemy^s borders, 
he came ^ to a place every way acconmiodated with all neces- 
saries, a fruitful soil and well watered ; the name of it Mes- 
sahara. Going thence into the valley caUed Bacar, he found 
the land which hath been said to flow with milk and honey. 
Some are of opinion that this country was of old called Iturea. 



lib. V. 33. » Gul. Tyr. dc Bell. Sacro, lib. ix. 

StrabOy lib. zvi. [c. a.] cap. ] 
Eupolemot in Suseb. Pnepar. ' ] 
JkOti. lib. ix. cap. 30. l J 

J> Leusdtn's edition^ vol. ii. p. 475. 366. 



• lib. V. 33. 

' StrabOy 1id. xvi. [c. a.] cap. 15. 
1^ Eupolemot in Suseb. Pnepar. ' Ibid. Hb. ai. cap. 11. 
EvanjB^. lib. ix. cap. 30. 1 English foUo edit,, vol. ii. p 
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But long before that, viz. in the days of the kings of Israel, it 
was called the Grove of Libanus."*' 

Where at length shall we find this Iturea ? Had Philip any 
part of his tetrarchy within Cyrrhestica, or Chalcis of Syria ? 
And yet, if you believe either Pliny or Strabo, there were the 
Itureans. I suspect there is something couched in the ety- 
mology of the word, that may as much puzzle as the situation 
of the place. 

If Bacar^ as it is described by Tyrius, be indeed Iturea, it 
may be derived from ■^Ul**^^ Hittur^ which signifies wealth ; 
or from ■^*)lO"*y, which denotes crovming, especially when the 
country itself is crowned with so much plenty. It is a notion 
familiar enough amongst the Talmudic authors. 

Indeed, if I could believe that Iturea were the same with 
Decapolis, then I would suppose the word *^^ ten might 
have been altered by the change of tD (Shin) into H (Thau), 
according to the Syriac manner : but I neither can believe 
that, nor have I ever met with such a change made in that 
word, but rather that it would go into D (Samech). 

May it not, therefore, be derived from ^*)n"»n Chitture, 
diggings, because of the caves and hollows underground ? 
So that the Iturei might signify the same with Troglodytse, 
*' those that dwell in caverns and holes.'' And so the Trog- 
lodytes, which were on the north of Israel, are distinguished 
from those on the south, viz. the Horites in Edom. Now 
that these countries, of which we are treating, were peculiarly 
noted for caves and dens ; and they not only numerous, but 
some very stmnge and wonderful, Strabo, Josephus, Tyrius, 
and others, do abundantly testify. 

*TWp/c€ivra4 ™ h'k avT^s [Aa/uulo-KOv] hvo \€y6tx€Voi Tpixja>v€S' 
*'*' There are, beyond Damascus, two mountains caUed Tra- 
chones." Afterward ; " Towards Arabia and Iturea, there 
are some cragged hills, famous for large and deep caves ; one 
of which was capable of receiving four thousand men in it.**" 
But that was a prodigious cave of Zedekiah's, wherever it 
was, that was eighteen miles' space ; at least, if those things 
be true which are related concerning it ". 

There was a cave beyond Jordan, about sixteen miles from 

"» Strabo, lib. xvi. [c. a.] « Bemidbar Rab. fol. 211. 3, 
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Tiberias, that was three stories high ; had a lower, a middle, 
and an upper dining-room <>. Which, indeed, was fortified, 
and held a garrison of soldiers in it. 

So that we may, not without reason, conjecture the Iturea 
of which we now speak might be so called from ''"^'^n^n 
Chitture, such kind of diggings under ground : and that 
Pliny and Strabo, when they talk of the " nation of the Itu- 
reans in Oyrrhestica and Chalcis," do not place the country 
of Iturea there ; only hinted that the Troglodytes, who dwelt 
in dens and caves, were there. 

Iturea therefore, mentioned by our evangelists, was in the 
country beyond Jordan, viz. Batanea and Auranitis, or Au- 
ranitis alone, as may appear out of Josephus, compared with 
this our evangelist. For St. Luke saith, that " Philip was 
tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis :" Josephus, that he was 
tetrarch of Trachonitis, Batanea, and Auranitis. Either, 
therefore, Auranitis and Batanea in Josephus is the Iturea in 
St. Luke, or else Batanea in Josephus is confounded with 
Trachonitis mentioned in St. Luke, and Auranitis alone is 
Iturea. For that passage in Josephus P ought to be taken 
notice of : AoDpctrai rhv ^Ayphnrctv rfj ^tXhnrov T^rpapxCq, koI 
BaravcUq, TtpofrOv.^ avrt^ Ti\v Tpayjuivlriv aiv ^AfiiWa' " Caesar 
invests Agrippa with the tetrarchy that Philip had, and Ba- 
tanea, adding moreover Trachonitis with Abella." Where 
it is observable, that there is mention of the tetrarchy of 
Philip, distinct from Batanea and Trachonitis. And what 
is that ? certainly Auranitis in Josephus, and perhaps Iturea 
in St. Luke. 

Sect. VII. — Abilene. 

Josephus, in the words before quoted, speaking of Abella, 
adds this passage ; Avo-ar^ h\ airr) iy€y6v€i T€Tpap\la^ " that 
had been the tetrarchy of Lysanias.*" So also Ptolemy; 
^ApCka imK\riO€i<ra AvaavCov, ** Abila, that bore the name of 
Lysanias :'* and he reckons this up among the cities of Coelo- 
Syria, under these degrees : — 

Heliopolis 68. 40. 33. 40. 

Abila . . 68. 45. 33. 20. 
Pliny q speaks of Abila in that country: " Paneas, in qua Cbb- 

o Gul. Tyr. lib. xxxiii. 15. p. 890. 1. 28. 'AfiiKq.'] [xx. J. i.] 

P Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 5. [Hods. <i Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 18. 

LIGHTPOOT, VOL. I. X 
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sarea, cum supm dicto fonte [yiz. cap. 15.] Abila, Area, 
Ampeloessa, Gbbo." 

li^ is not without cause distinguished by its relation to 
Lysanias^ because in one place or another there were several 
Abilas or Abellas : for the Hebrew word hlW Abel goes 
into that pronunciation in the Greek : and there were many 
places of that name. 

Abel-shittim, where the Israelite 9 pitched their tents im- 
mediately after they had passed the river Jordan, in Jose- 
phus« ist called 'A)8tAa, AbUa^ ** distant from Jordan three- 
score furlongs :*^ which he also mentions with Julias Kara » 
ri\v UfpaCav, in Perea. There is also Abel-meholah, and 
Abel-beth-maachah, &c. 

Near this sound comes *^MjT7p DvlM Abelas » 0/ the 
Cilidans. The very word ]*»7^2M Abilene is in Vajicra 
Rabba r ; Dnj?ni M^to h'sBIliy *' The Sabeans fell upon them, 
and took them away. (Job i. 15.) R. Abin Bar Gahna saith^ 
O'li^^'^^^P >Dy2 ^^T They came out of Caphar Karinus, "^S^T» 
rv^2Mn 73 JIM and they went through all Abilene, and came 
to M'^yn:: hlSO Miydol Zabaiah, and there died." 

Sect. VIII. — 2 Sam. xx. )8 discussed. 
Amongst all the cities and countries that bear the name of 
Abel, the most celebrated is that in 2 Sam. xx, made famous 
by the history of a foolish Sheba and a wise woman. The 
woman's expression is not a little wrested and tortured by 
interpreters: ^VCS^ hwnt ^iDM*? HiitCN-^n ^-^3T^ ^in 

• '^^O'l \?\ ^?^? " They were wont to speak in old time, 
saying, They shall surely ask counsel at Abel ; and so they 
ended the matter."*" 

The Greek version hath more perplexed it: A6yov i\6Xri<rav 
kv TrpoSroiy, A^yoi;rc9, ipcurrjfjiivos 17/50)777^7^ ^i; ttJ "^A/ScX koI iv 
Ahv, €l ^(4\nrov & iOevro ol ttkttoI tov *I<rpai}A. 'EpwTwwes 
i7r€p(oTrj(Tov<Tip iv 'A/J^X, koi ovrwy €l i^iKnrov The Latin inter- 
preter renders it thus : " They spake a word in former days, 
saying, Asking he was asked in Abel and in Dan, if those 

' EnyUsh folio edit,, vol. ii. p. 367. « De Bell. lib. ii. 22. [ii. 13. 2.] 

• Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [v. 1. 1.] ^ Targ. Jonath. upon NumD. 

* Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 476. xxxiv. 8. f Fol. 184. i. 
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things have failed which the faithful of Israel laid up. Asking 
they will ask in Abel, and so if they have failed.^ 

If any one can make any tolerable sense of these words, 
he would do well to teach others how to do it too ; especially 
let them tell the reason why Dan should be added here. It 
is true Dan and Abel-beth-maachah are mentioned together 
as not very distant from one another, i Kings xv. 20 : and 
if we do by the words understand their neighbourhood to 
one another, I see nothing else that can be picked out of 
them. 

However, both the Roman and Alexandrian editions agree 
in this reading, which have the preference of all other 
editions of the Greek version. And let them now, who 
are for correcting the Hebrew Bibles by the Greek, say, 
whether they are for having them corrected here ; only let 
them give me leave to enjoy the Hebrew text as we now 
have it. 

The Hebrew makes the sense plain, if the first words 
nDittJ«*^n V^^Tl ^31 be but rightly applied, namely, to 
Sheba and his party speaking ; *^ When Sheba and his fol- 
lowers came hither, they at first certainly said thus, That 
they would ask Abel of its peace, or on whose side it was, 
^ann ^^y) and so they made the matter entire,'^ or made a 
show of their own integrity. For that that Joab was chiefly 
to be satisfied in, was, that this city had not taken part with 
the conspirators ; which is directly done, if we admit this 
sense and interpretation of the words. This prudent woman 
assures him» that '* those of Abel had by no means invited 
Sheba and his fellow-rebels into their town, or by any consent 
with them in their rebellions, would ever willingly have 
admitted them ; but that they were miserably deceived by 
their fawning and false words, while they only pretended to 
inquire about the peace and well-being of that city : and 
that you may know more effectually that all this is true 
which I now afiirm to you, we will immediately throw you 
the head of Sheba over our wall.*" 



X 2 
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CHAP. 11.^ 

Sarepta. 

I. ZarephcUh, Obadiah, ver. 20, where. II. Sepharad, where. 

III. The situation of Sarepta. 

Sect. I. — Zarephath, Obad. ver. 20, tohere. 
Sarepta, in the story of Elijah, 1 Kings xvii, is written 
in Hebrew J1D*^2 Tzarephath, and with the same letters in 
Obad. ver. 20 : and therefore it may be reasonably inquired, 
whether it be one and the same place. Indeed, there would 
hardly be any doubt in it, but that the Jews ordinarily by 
ilD"^^, understand jPraTk^; and by TJCD /S^Aararf, which by 
the prophet is used in the very same verse, Spain. The 
words of the prophet are very variously rendered; and yet 
in all that variety, nothing hinders but that Zarephath there 
may be understood of the Zarephath mentioned in the Kings. 
For whether the passage concern the captivity's being de- 
tained in Zarephath, or the captivity^s possessing the land 
to Zarephath (for in that variety chiefly the words are ex- 
pounded), in either sense it may well enough be, that the 
^ Sarepta that belongs to Zidon^ may be the scene of the 
affair. As to the former, if we compare but that passage 
concerning Tyre, the sister of Sidon, Amos i. 9, and withal 
the potency and dominion of the Sidonians, it may not be 
improbable but that the Israelites might be captived in 
Sarepta oi Sidon. And as to the latter, whereas in the verse 
immediately before, the discourse is of the possession of the 
mount of Esau, of the fields of Ephraim, Samaria, and Gilead, 
and then there is mention of possessing the land of Canaan 
as far as Zarephath, who would seek Zarephath in France, 
and not in some neighbouring place, according to all the rest 
of the places there named, which were all very near ? Let me 
add moreover, that whereas there is mention of possessing 
the land of the Canaanites ^' even unto Zarephath/' the Greek 
interpreters will tell you who those Canaanites were that are 
distinguished from the rest of the nations in the land of 
Canaan ; viz. the Phoenicians, Josh. v. i. And by the * kings 

2 English /olio edition, vol. ii. p. 368. 
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of the Hittites/ mentioned i Kings x. 29 and 2 Kings vii. 6, 
T would likewise suppose the jScuriXeiy t^s ^owCkyj^ Phoenician 
kings. 

Sect. II.» — Sepharad^ tohere. 

The Italian interpreter for Sepharad retains Zarphath : 
for so he ; ^^ Et i transferiti de questo esercito de figlioli de 
Israel, ohe sono de Chenahanei, in fino a Zarphath, et i 
transferiti di Jerusalem, che sono in Zarphath,'' &c. Whe- 
ther too warily or too unwarily he hath thus done, let him 
look to that himself. 

The Greek hath *E(f>pa$h, E^hratha^ with which the Ara- 
bian interpreter agrees. But the Syriac with the Targuroist, 
Spain. The Vulgar, Bosphorus^ confusedly; besides that it 
makes the preposition 1 a radical letter. And yet Nobilius 
hath this passage: "St. Jerome tells us, the other interpreters 
agreed with the Hebrew word Sepharad, which he rendered 
Bosphorus.*" If he means that all agreed in acknowledging 
the word Sepharad, he tells us no news ; but who agreed 
with his word Bosphorus? 

I must confess^ Sepharad is not a place so obvious as 
Zarephath, nor can any thing be offered in it but conjecture 
only : and if I might be allowed my guess, I would look for 
Sepharad in Edom rather than in Spain : and that because 
Obadiah prophesies against the Edomites properly so called. 
Whereas, therefore, he tells us. That the captivity of Israel, 
in Sarepta of the Phoenicians, shall possess the land of the 
Canaanites, it is probable he means, by the captivity in Se- 
pharad, those captives in Edom who shall possess the cities 
of the south. The Zarphathani, or Sareptani were of the 
north, the Sepharadani of the south, amongst the "EpefxPoi ^, 
Erembi. Ots eUbs \4yeiv tovs TpoyAoWras "kpafiar " whom 
you may rightly call the Troglodyte Arabs," saith Strabo « ; 
that is, probably,- the Horims in mount Seir; for I suspect 
Horim, by ill use, might form itself into Eremh, 

If <* we consider that the Jews do generally by Edom un- 
derstand the Roman empire, and indeed all the Christian 
nations in the west, we shall easily perceive why they fix 

* heusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 477* poXoyovtriv ovrtoe ol noXkol ots fAtra- 
** Horn. OdjTSS. d, [84.1 \a06vT€e ol vartpovy in\ rh «ra^A^Wf- 

cStrab.lib.i.[c.2.J' "— — ...... ^ 



L £84.] \aff6vT(s ol vartpovy in\ t6 a-a(f)€VT«' 

2.J [*AirA Tov tis pov, TpcayKodvras (Kdk(a-av.'\ 

w Ep€fjfiovs rrv- <* English folio edit., vol . ii. p. 369. 
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these places, Zarephath and Sepharad, so far from Palestine. 
For Obadiah prophesying against the Edomites, properly so 
called, the Jews change the scene and persons according to 
the vulgar construction of Edom^ which they had received 
amongst themselves. 

Sect. III. — The situation of Sarq^ta. 

"Inde® \k Tyro] Sarepta, et Omithon oppida; et Sidon 
artifex vitri, Thebanimque Boeotiarum parens:^' *^ From 
Tyre is Sarepta and Ornithon, certain towns so called : Sidon 
where glass is made, and from whence sprang the Boeotian 
Thebes." 

Borchard : " A Tyro ad tres leucas admodum breves/* &o. 
" About three very short leagues from Tyre, the river Eleu- 
therus runs into the sea : about two leagues from that river 
is Sarepta : about two leagues from Sarepta is Sidon. Sa- 
repta, at this time, doth not consist of above eight houses, 
though the ruins do still say it was once a brave town.'* 

Some would have Zarephath signify as much as a place 
of mdting ; from boiling and melting metals, but especially 
glass ^. 

" Between s Aeon and Tyre there is a shore all spread over 
with little hillocks of sand; <f>ip<iiv rtiv vaKlriv &iifwvy that 
hears a glassy sand : the glass indeed is not cast here, but 
being carried to Sidon, there it is made iusile," &c. 

CHAP. III. 
Nain, Luke vii. 1 1 . 
I. Concerning Nain near Tabor, shewn to strangers. 11. Con- 
cerning Nain in Josephus and the Mabbins. III. The Greek 
version ofCl^^i ^^ Engannim, 

Sect. I. — Concerning Nain near Tabor, shewn to strangers. 

In the Alexandrian copy ]1^y Ijon is Naiv, Nain, i Kings 
XV. 20 : in the Roman it is 'Ab' Ain. So Hazar-enan, Numb, 
xxxiv. 9, in the Roman copy is ^hpa^vaXv Arsenain ; in the 
Alexandrian, 'Ao-eprdl/;, Asernain, Neither of them agrees 

« Plin. lib. V. cap. 19. a ecoriis separavit. Gesen. sub v.] 

' h"!^ fegtww»^ metallum spec. g Scrabo, lib. xvi. [c. 2.] 
aurum argenturove, igne purgavit et 
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with our Nain : for it is very absurd to conceive that our 
Saviour ever was at Hazar-enan, the utmost borders of the 
land towards Syria; nor can we suppose him in Ijon, that 
seeming to be according to the order of the places as they are 
ranked in the text above quoted, either beyond Dan, or in 
the extremest borders of the land on that side. 

As to our Nain, Borchard saith thus ; ^^ A Nazareth duabus 
leucis,'" &c. '^ Two leagues from Nazareth, not much above 
one from mount Tabor southward, is mount Hermon the 
less, on the north side of which is the city Nain ; at whose 
gates Jesus recovered a widow^s son from death, as we read 
Luke vii.*" So also Breidenbach : so some tables as to the 
situation of Hermon and Tabor, near the situation of Nain 
near Hermon. 

I am well enough satisfied that they should place Nain in 
the tribe of Issachar, if there be no mistake among them 
as to mount Tabor. For whereas Tabor is indeed the very 
utmost border of Issachar northward, Josh. xix. 22, it^ must 
needs be that what is beyond that southward, a league or 
two, should be reckoned within that tribe. But I much sus- 
pect the Tabor mentioned by them, and that which is now 
shewn to travellers, is not the true Tabor : nor do I much 
question but that Hermon, of which they talk, is made out 
of a mistake and misconstruction of Psalm Ixxxix. t 2, ''Tabor 
and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name." My scruple as to 
mount Tabor ariseth hence> ; because that ^ Tabor, which is 
shewn to strangers, as our countryman Biddulph^, and another 
acquaintance of mine own, who were on the top of it, do de- 
scribe it, does not at all agree with the description Josephus 
gives us of the true mount Tabor. Our countryman tells us, 
"It is a hill not very steep, nor very high, nor very large ; 
but a round beautiful hill," &c. On the contrary, 'UaPrpiov 
Spo9 oi t6 fjiiv axj/os iirl rpiiKOvra ara^lov^ ii^^ei, fAoXi; TTpoa-' 
Parol/ Kara to TTpoadpKTiov Kklfm, TtebCov b4 ianv ff Kopv<t>ri, (rra- 
bl(av if uoi €lKo<n,' " Mount»" Tabor is in height thirty furlongs, 
very difficult of ascent on the north side ; the top is a great 
plain of about six-and-twenty furlongs.'' 

^ Joseph. Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. 1 [Travels, p. loi.] 

[v. 1. 23.] °^ Joseph, de Bell. lib. iv. cap. 16. 

* Leusden*s edition, vol. ii. p. 478. [Hudson, p. 11 63. 1. 41.] [iv. i. 8.] 
^ English folio edit., vol.ii. p. 370. 
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The Persian interpreter, instead of Nain, hath D^^t^S 
Nabelis, that is, Neapolis^ which is also Syohem : but for 
what reason, I know not. Nor do I suppose that it was con- 
oeived bv any one expositor, that the widow's son, whom 
Christ raised from death, was a Samaritan ; he was indeed 
upon the borders of Samaria, but a great distance from 
Sychar. 

Sect. II. — Concerning the Nain or Nairn in Josephui 
and the Rabbins. 

The Darshanim [expositors] upon Bereshith Babba "^ speak 
of a certain place called D**y3 Naim^ upon this occasion : 
'* Issachar is a bony [or strong] ass, Qen. xlix. 14. It is 
spoken of Issachar^s country ; for as an ass is low before and 
behind, and high in the middle, so is it in the tribe of 
Issachar; it is a valley here and a valley there, and hilly 
otherwhere ; it couches between two borders. These are the 
two valleys, pDD Jiyp2 the valley of Pislan^ and the valley 
of Jezreel. And he saw that rest was good, DJ^DJI It this is 
Tinaam : and the land that it was pleasant, D^r3 It this is 
Nairn/' 

We have here, by the way, a taste of those allegorical and 
far-fetched ways of expounding the Scriptures, wherein these 
egregious commentators do so much please and value them- 
selves. . However, we are thus far beholding to them, that 
they have given us to understand that there was a Nain in 
the tribe of Issachar, called so from the pleasantness of its 
situation (as indeed DWH Tinaam bears the same derivation), 
which we have some reason to judge was the same Nain with 
ours in the evangelist, and that in Josephus. 

" It " was usual for the Gralileans, coming up to the holy 
city to the feasts, to take their journey through the Samari- 
tans* country, Kal t6t€ Kaff' ohhv avrois iccS/uti/y t^s Ncily \€yoix4vrjr 
" And then their way lay through a town called Nais.'* I 
confess the Greek expressions are something perplexed ; but 
it is no great matter. ^' It happened that some of the Sama- 
ritans and inhabitants of the great plain fought with them, 
and killed a great number." 

You may think he repeats the very same story, though 

n> Sect. 98. ° Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 5. [xx. 6. i. Tivalas, Hudson.] 
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differing in some circumstances. '* There ^ was another fight 
betwixt the Galileans and Samaritans ; Kara yhp rfiv Ti/iiiav kot 
KovfjLivrjv KdiJLrjv, rjns iv T<p /bi€y(i\<p itMi^ K^lrai r^y 'S.aniap^tnhor 
For hard by a town called Gema, situated in the great plain 
of Samaria, multitudes of Jews going up to the feast, there 
was a certain Galilean slain/^ 

It is not much worth our examining whether this be one 
and the same story with the other, or whether this Gema be 
the same town with Nain: but this we may gather hence, 
that Nain was in the extreme borders of Issaohar, touching 
upon the Samaritan country, and Gema in the extreme 
borders of Samaria that were next adjoining to Issachar. 
And when the Galileans went down from Nain, a town in 
Issachar, into the great plain of Samaria, the first town 
in their way is Gema, there the enemy meets and fights 
them : if at least Gema and Nain be not one and the same 
place. 



Sect. III. — Engannim. 

There is a great inclination in me to belieye that Naim 
is the same with Engannim, mentioned Josh. xix. 21, xxi. 29. 
For, I. Both of them were within the tribe of Issachar; En- 
gannim, as the Holy Scriptures, and Nain^ as the Jewish 
doctors tell us ; and why we should not take their word in 
such a thing as this, I know no reason. 2. Both of them 
signify pleasantness : Naim, in the very etymon, implies plea- 
santness: and Engannim, a fountain 0/ gardens. 3. The En- 
gannim, mentioned Josh. xxi. 29, in i Chron. vi. 73, is D2y 
Anem. Now if you transpose the letters (as is done in TDD 
and D^n) % it will be DW Naim. 4. Let me add that En- 
gannim (if there be any credit to those guides that commonly 
shew these places to travellers) lies directly in the way going 
from Galilee to Jerusalem ; and so, as is very evident, was 
our Naim. Of this place, thus our countryman Biddulph P : 
" a town, commonly called Jenine, of old Engannim : exceed- 
ingly pleasant, abounding with waters and gardens, and de- 
lightsome walks/' 

Why f the Seventy should render D^23 W Engannim by 

° DeBell.lib.ii.cap.2i.[ii.i2.3.] and Judges ii. 9, in Hebrew. Com- 
P [Travels, pp. 102, 103!] pare p. 319.] 



^ [See Joshua xix. 50 ; xxiv. 30 ; ^ English foUo edit., vol. ii. p. 37 1 . 
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Ttriy^ ypafifjiiTiaVy a fountain of Utters^ Josh. xxi. 29, let those 
that are more learned, search out. It is true, the children 
of Issachar are celebrated for their skill in computing the 
times, I Ohron. xii. 32; where the Targumist, " They were 
skilled in calculating the beginnings of the years, the calends 
of the months, and the intercalation both of years and months; 
M'^rr'DI Ml71Dn ^''tOD'^D'lD, Bophi«t% [skilful] in new moom, 
'^^y3\y\ M'^'^'PDn ^'^aiS'^^^S'»^ astrologers [conversant] about 
planets and stars^ &c. 

If we would include the Levites, that dwelt amongst the 
tribe of Issachar, under the general name of Issachar, then 
might Engannim, being a Levitical city, be an academy for 
that kind of mathematical learning ; but in both we are very 
uncertain. Nor is it less obscure, that the same Greek in- 
terpreter hath, instead of Remeth, Engannim ^, Enhaddah^ 
and Bethpazes, rendered, *P€/Li/xa9, ical 'Uo)!;, koj, Tofxfxav, kqI 
Alixap^Ky iccu Br}p<Ti<l)rjr ^' RemmaSy and Jeon^ and Tomman^ 
and j^marec^ and Bersaphes^ Josh. xix. 21. 

CHAP. IV. 

Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 

I. Several things about its name and place. II. Its situation, 

III. Some story of it. Also of Timnath and mount Gilead, 

Judg. vii. 3. 

Sect. I. — Several things about its name and place. 

We have spoken something already concerning Emmaus 
in our Chorographical Century, chap, xlv ; let us add some 
few things in this place. 

I. It was distant from Jerusalem, as appears both from 
our evangelist and Josephus % about threescore furlongs. 
By account of common furlongs, seven miles and a half, 
eight of the Jewish. What copy, therefore, of Josephus must 
the learned Beza have by him, who thus speaks upon the 
place ? *Ef7ficoi;Ta, " sixty ; so the Syriac hath it, and indeed 
all copies : so that here is either a mistake in the number, or 
else it is ill written in Josephus, thirty furlongs."' Our Jo- 
sephus plainly hath it, x<!ipiov h KaXeirot iikv 'Afifuwhs iirdx^i. 
di rwi; *l€po(roXvfixop (rrdbCovs k^Kovra' *' A town called Em- 
maus, distant from Jerusalem threescore furlongs.**" 

4 Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 4^9. 

' Lib. de Bell. 7. cap. 27. [Hudson, p. 131 1. 1. 17.] [vii. 6. 6.] 
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II. The Syriac, Arabic, and Persian interpreters write the 
name in the evangelist with an y at the beginning ; the Sy- 
riao and Persian D'tt^QJ^. So also the Syriae in i Maoo. iii. 
40. But the Arabic DMI^DXr, the Talmudists D')MDt4, with « 
in the beginning. Indeed, in Talm. Bab. in Erachin, fol. 10. i, 
it is written DIMO^y ; but in the Misnaioth, printed by itself, 
it is D1MQM. So it is in Succah, fol. 31. 5. 

III. Josephus commonly renders Charamath of Tiberias 
(a place so called from the hot baths) by ^Aixfxaovs, Ammaus ; 
but whether our Emmaus ought to have this derivation, is a 
question. There were, indeed, at Emmaus, noted waters ; 
but we can hardly suppose they were warm, if we consider 
but the usual writing of the word amongst the Talmudists. 

^^ Babban » Jochanan Ben Zacchai had five disciples^ who, 
while he lived, sat always with him ; but when he died, they 
retired to Jabneh. But B. Eliezer Ben Erech betook himself 
to his wife DIMQm'? at Emmaus, nD"^ mr) D'^D'» 0^12 a place 
of pleasant toaters and pleasant dwelling.'* There is some- 
thing in this little story that might not be unworthy our in- 
quiry, as to the scholastical history of the Jews ; viz. where 
Babban Jochanan should make his abode, if not in Jabneh i 
for that is the place they commonly allot to him ; but this is 
not a place to dispute of such matters. 

" Pervenerunt * Nicopolim," &c. "They came to Nico- 
polis : now Nicopolis is a city in Palestine. This the book 
of the gospel calls Emmaus, while it was yet a village. There, 
through the plenty of good waters, and all necessary provi- 
sions, they enjoyed a good comfortable night.'^ 

This author, upon this occasion, quotes some passages 
out of Sozomen, in the sixth book of the Tripartite History, 
which are in his fifth book, chap. 20 ; wherein the waters at " 
Emmaus are celebrated not only for their plenty and plea- 
santness^ but as they were wonderfully wholesome and me- 
dicinal. For thus he : *' There is a city in Palestine, which 
now hath the name of Nicopolis, of which the holy gospel 
makes mention as of a village (for then it was so), kcu ^EfifM 
Tspotrayopeiii^ and calls it Emma, The Bomans, having sacked 
Jerusalem, and gained an entire victory over the Jews, from 

• Midrash Coheleth, fol. loi. 2. " English foUo editum, vol. ii. 

* GuL Tyr. bb. vii. cap. 24. P- 372« 
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the event of that war, gave this town the name of Nioopolis. 
Before the city near the road (where our Saviour, after he 
had arisen from the dead, walking with Cleophas, made as if 
he was hastening to another town), there is a certain medi- 
cinal spring, wherein not only men that are sick, being 
washed, are cured, but other sort of animals also, of whatso- 
ever diseases they are afflicted with. The report is, that 
Christy as he was once going that way with his disciples, 
turned aside to that fountain ; and having washed his feet in 
it, the waters have ever since retained a healing quality and 
virtue in them." 

We leave the credit of the story to the relater of it : only 
one thing we may observe from the hint he gives us, that it 
is no wonder if, in the evangelist^s time^ Emmaus was but a 
little village, when as, not long before it, it had been burnt 
and destroyed by Varus ^. Nor is it more strange, that its 
ancient name Emmaus should change into Nicopolis, when 
the place itself became a Roman colony J. 

Sect. II. — Its situation, 

Ptolemy tells us something of its situation by its degrees, 
saying, " Emmaus, 65. 45. 31. 45/' 

As to the vicinage of countries or places adjacent, thus 
the Jerusalem Talmud ^ : in D1MOM y^^ p*^in fl'^lO f^m 
Bethrhoron to Emmaus it is hUly, nSctZ? ^ "fjn D'^MQt^D 
From Emmaus to Lydda it is champaign ; and from Lydda to 
the sea is valley." 

If you would hear Ptolemy more largely, thus he writes : 



Jamnia 


65. 


40. 


32- 


0. 


Lydda . . 


66. 


0, 


3*- 


0. 


Antipatris 


66. 


20. 


32- 


0. 


Emmaus * 


65- 


45- 


3>- 


45- 


Jerusalem 


66. 


0. 


3>- 


40. 



Although this account of the distance betwixt Jerusalem 
and Emmaus doth not very well agree with what our evan- 
gelist and Josephus have said, yet may we learn from the 

» Joseph. Antia. lib. xvii. cap. 12. [vii. 6. 6. J 

[xvii. ID. 9.] and ae Bell. lib. ii. cap. « Sheviith, fol. 38. 4.] 

7. [ii. 5. I.J » Leusden's e<UHon, vol. ii. p. 

y Id. de Bell. lib. vii. cap. 27. 480. 
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plaoes named along with it^ in what quarter of the heaven 
it was situated. To all which we may add that of Josephus, 
Antiq. lib. xii. cap. ii. [xii. 7. 4.] and i Maco. iv : Judas 
Maccabeus engages with Gorgias near Emmaus : the Gor- 
gians fly, and the Maccabeans pursue, fi^xP^ Ta^iptAVy koX t&v 
v€bCoiv TTJs ^IbovfjLaCasy koI 'A^cirov, koI ''lafivflaSf *'" as far as 
Gkidaron (G^zer) to the plains of Idumea^ Azotus^ and Jam- 
nia." 

I therefore recite this passage, that it may appear that 
Emmaus lay towards Galilee^ although from Jerusalem it in- 
clined also westward. For whereas, concerning the latitude 
of Galilee extending itself from west to east, there must of 
necessity be several roads from Jerusalem to this or that part 
of it ; so this through Emmaus was one^ through Beth-horon 
another, through Antipatris a third ; if^ at leasts this last 
did not fall in with that of Emmaus. That passage in Gul. 
Tyrius ^ makes me think it might ; who, describing the en- 
oampings and joumeyings of the crusade army, tells us, 
'^ Leaving the maritime towns, Antipatris and Joppa on the 
right, they passed through Eleutheria, and came to Lydda, 
which is Diospolis.*^ And cap. 24, ^^ From whence, taking 
guides along with them, persons well skilled in those places, 
they came to Nicopolis :'* which is the same with Emmaus. 

From all which we may reasonably presume that the two 
disciples were going to Emmaus, not as to the utmost limit 
of their journey, but as that lay in their way towards Galilee. 

Sect. III. — Some story of it, Abo of Timnath and 
mount Crilead^ Judg. vii. 3. 

To what tribe Emmaus belonged would be something 
hard to determine, because of the situation of Beth-horon, 
which was in Ephraim, Josh, xvi ; but that the Talmudists 
do clearly enough say, it was not in the Samaritan country. 

" They ^ were servants of the priests, saith R. Meir. But 
R. Jose saith, They were of the family of Beth Pegarim, and 
Beth Zippory, in Emmaus, who had placed their daughters in 
marriage with the priests.'^ 

The ^ discourse is about the musicians in the Temple ; and 

^ Lib. ii. cap. aa. c Erachin, fol. 10. i. Succah, fol. 51. i. 

<* English folio edit,, vol. ii. p. 373. 
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the dispute is, whether they were Levites or Israelites» par- 
ticularly natives of Emmaus, the natives of those two families, 
who, for their purity, were thought worthy to be taken into 
the affinity and blood of the priests themselves. And this 
passage, indeed» puts it out of all question, that Emmaus 
was not within the tribe of Ephraim ; because it would be 
ridiculous to suppose that either Samaritan women should 
be joined in marriage with the priests, or that Samaritan 
men should be permitted to play on the instruments in the 
Temple. Emmaus, therefore, must be placed in the tribe of 
Benjamin, which what it was called before is not easy to 



I conceive there is mention made of this place in Siphra^^ : 
^' B. Akibah said ; I asked Rabban Gamaliel and B. Joshua 
D"\MQM 7tt? D710M3 in the shambles of Emmaus^ when they 
went to receive the beast to make a feast for their son," &c. 
Now Rabban Gamaliel and B. Joshua were both of Jabneh ; 
so that, by considering the situation of Jabneh, we may more 
confidently believe that they were in the Emmaus we are 
speaking of. We have the same passage in Maccoth, fol. 
14. I. 

It was one of the larger cities : for so Josephus speaks of 
it ; Kol^ Tiaaapas irokeis i(av^paTroblC€Ta(, Kdaaios, <av Jjaav ai 
bvvardTaTai r6<l>va re Koi 'E/uifiaovs, irpbs Tavrcus hi AtJfifta koI 
&aixv6; ^^ Cassius disfranchized four cities, the greatest of 
which was Gophna and Emmaus ; and next to these was 
Lydda and Thamna." 

Under s the disposition of the duke of Palestine amongst 
the rest, was " Ala Antala of the dromedaries of Admatha ;^ 
where Pancirole notes» that Admatha in St. Jerome, in his 
Hebrew Places, is called ' Ammata.^ This, by the agreeable- 
ness of sound, may seem to be our Emmaus ; unless^ more pro- 
bably, at this time it bore the name of Nicopolis. 

When I take notice that Chammath nGH or the ' Baths 
of Tiberias,' are commonly in the Greek rendered 'Afifioovs, 
and withal, that our Emmaus was much celebrated for famous 
waters; I cannot forget the * waters of Nephtoah,' or the 
' Fountain of Etam,* from whence water was conveyed by 

« Fol. 9. 4. son, p. 637. 1. 18.] [xiv. 11. 3.] 

^ Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 18. [Hud- sr Notitia Imper. Orient. 
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pipes into the Temple. This was in the same quarter from 
Jerusalem with our Emmaus : so that our 'Epi/uuioi/9 may as 
well be derived from JlDM Ammalhy a channel of waters, as 
well as the other 'A/mfiaous from JlQPf Chammath, the toarm 
baths. But this I leave to the reader^s judgment. 

In memory of this place, let us record a story out of Sige- 
vert's Chronicle, in the reigns of Theodosius and Valenti- 
nianus : " At this time, in a garrison in Judea called Em- 
maus, there was a perfect child born. From the navel up- 
ward he was divided, so that he had two breasts and two 
heads, either of which had their proper senses belonging to 
them : the one at« when the other did not, the one slept 
when the other was awake Sometime they slept both to- 
gether ; they played one with another ; they both wept, and 
would strike one another. They lived near two years ; and 
after one had died the other survived about four days." 

If this two-headed child was the issue of a Jew, then ^ 
might that question be solved which is propounded, (Mena- 
coth, fol. 37. I.) C^!!?M*^ •»3tr? ^h W^^ "^Q I/ any me should 
have two heads, X^^^r\ ITDO ]nD nrM3 on which of the fore- 
heads should the phylacteries be bound f No mean scruple 
indeed. But let us have from the Glossator as consider- 
able a story : " Asmodeus produced, from under the pave- 
ment before Solomon, a man with two heads. He marries a 
wife, and begot children like himself, with two heads, and 
like his wife, with one. When the patrimony comes to be 
divided, he that had two heads requires a double portion : 
and the cause was brought before Solomon to be decided 
by him." 

As to that Thamna, or Timnath, which Josephus, in the 
place above quoted, makes mention of, it is disputed in So- 
tah, fol. 17. 1 ; where " Babh asserts that there were two 
Timnaths, one in Judea, and the other that of Samson." 
We all know of a third of that name, Joshua's Timnath, 
viz. Timnath-serah in mount Ephraim, where Joshua was 
buried, Josh. xxiv. 30. Here give the Rabbins a little play, 
and let them trifle by transposing the names of PHD Serah 
and D^n Cheres, and from thence ground a fiction, that the 
image of the sun was fixed upon the sepulchre of Joshua, in 

^ LeusdeiCs edition, vol. ii. p. 481. 
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remembranoe of the sun's miraculous standing still by his 
word. This is like them. Nor, indeed, is that of a much 
better mould, which the Seventy add, ix^l iOrjKav fx^T"^ av- 
Tov €h TO ixvrjiJM, &c. " There they put into the monument 
with him the stone-knives, with which he circumcised the 
children of Israel in Gilgal, when he brought them out of 
Egypt, as the Lord had commanded them." Were these, 
think you, in the Hebrew text once, and have they slipped 
out since ? Do they not rather savour of the Samaritan 
Gloss, or the Jewish tradition ? 

They recede from the Hebrew text in the same story, but 
something more tolerably, when they render ttJjJS "^Jlb ]^D3p 
" on the north side of the hill Gaash,"' 'Atto Boppa tov Spovs 
TOV VaKaab, " from the north side of the hill Galaad -^ where, 
as far as I am able to judge, they do not paraphrase ill, 
though they do not render it to the letter. Let us consider 
that obscure passage which hath so much vexed interpreters, 
in Judges vii. 3 ; ** Proclaim now in the ears of the people, 
saying. Whosoever is fearful and afraid, 'IVv^'l ^TO '^B?^') itlJ^ 
let^ him return and depart early from mount Gilead, The place 
where this thing was acted was either in or very near the vale 
of Jezreel, distant from mount Gilead beyond Jordan, twenty 
or thirty miles ; and therefore how could these Gideonites de- 
part from mount Gilead ? I am not ignorant what some do 
allege towards the untying this knot, viz. that it should be 
taken thus, " Whoever be of mount Gilead, let them return." 
The Targumist to this sense ; '* Whosoever is fearful, let him 
return, 1^731 M'^ltOO ^ron**"^ and let choice be made out of 
mount Gilead ; i. e. ' Let the Gileadites be chosen.' But 
whether his meaning was that the Gileadites should be chosen 
to remain because they are not afraid, or be chosen to re- 
turn because they were ; I shall not reckon it worth the while 
to inquire. 

But may not mount Gilead in this place be understood 
of the hill Ghiash! It is certain the situation agrees well 
enough ; and perhaps there is no great difference in the 
name. 

Whence that mount Gilead beyond Jordan first had its 
name, is not unknown ; namely, from that heap of «tones, 

* English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 374. 
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set up by Jacob for a witness of the covenant betwixt him 
and Laban. (Gen. xxxi.) 

We read of something not unlike it set up by Joshua 
near Shechem, in testimony of the covenant betwixt the 
people and God, Josh. xxiv. 26. Now, therefore, who can 
doubt but that Joshua was buried near Shechem ? For when 
that place was particularly bequeathed and set out by Jacob 
for his son Joseph, who, of the whole stock and lineage*of 
Joseph, could justlier inherit that part of the country than 
Joshua ! 

He was buried on the north side of the hill Gaash, in his 
own ground. Might not that hill be also called Gilead, 
upon the account of that pillar of witness that was built 
there a little from Sychem 1 whence the foot of the hill, and 
the hiU itself beginning to rise (if it were northward, which 
we suppose), then it might very well reach not far from that 
place where this matter of Gideon was transacted. For, 
whereas the field wherein the battle was, was within the 
tribe of Manasseh, contiguous to mount Ephraim, and Gi- 
deon proclaims that whosoever were afraid should depart from 
mount Oilead; we can, perhaps, think of no more proper 
sense wherein this mount Gilead can be taken, than that 
that part of mount Ephraim was so called from the pillar of 
testimony placed on the south side of it, when the common 
name for it was the hill Gaash. 
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CHAP. I.* 
Bethdbara. John i. 
I. Differmt readingSy Brfiavla and BrjOatiopi. II. The ncUd 
pasBages over Jordan. III. I%e Seythopolitan country. 
IV. M4ya 'fft^totr the great plain : the SeythopoKtan passage 
there, V. Beth-harah^ Judg. vii. 24. 

Sect. I. — Diffgrent readings^ BriOavCa and BrjBaixapi. 
It is obseiTed by all that treat upon this evangelist, that 
the reading doth vary in some copies; and this instance is 
alleged for one : 

TavTO^ iv BrjOafiap^ iyivrro' Iv iXXoi9 hi ivnypi<t>otSy i» 
BrjOavCq' ^* These things were done in Bethabara; but in other 
copies it is in Bethany," 

But Drusius ; " The Vulgar Oreek copies have it in 
Bethabara, which Epiphanius, in the place above mentioned, 
calls Bethamara. Tavra iv BrjOafxap^ iyhero' iv iXkois 
h\ ivTiypJul>oi9^ iv Bri$avCq. Of this reading Petavius is 
silent.'' 

It might easily happen that Bethabara should change 
into Bethamaray partly, considering ** the affinity of the 
characters, which, saith he, tanta est in antiqua Scripturft, 
ut vix discemi possit /it) k fifjray et contra,^ ^^ is so great in 
ancient writings, that fiv and j9^a can hardly be distin- 
guished r partly, that the alternate use of Q (Mem) and 1 
(Beth) is so very common in those countries. 

* Leu8dem*s edition, vol. iL p. 575. — English /oUo edit,, vol. ii. p. 491. 
^ Epiphan. Hseres. U. 
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Nor<^ indeed is it much wonder, that Bethamara should 
change into Bethania^ since Bethamara being writ ri^l 
t4^T2V> signifies a place of wool ; and Bethania, being writ 
M'^ib^y IV^9 signifies a plaice of sheep. 

But it seems very strange how Bethabara should ever 
change into Bethany^ unless upon some such occasion as 
these : 

Either that Bethabara might be taken for the same with 
rron rV*^ i. e. the home of exposition, or the school (in which 
sense we meet with M"^^*^! and b^n'^'^'^2) ; whence for expli- 
cation it is annexed, by some hand or other in the margin^, 
M'^DH Jl^l the house of tradition^ or doctrine : as if the evan- 
gelist were to be understood in this manner ; '* These things 
were done or disputed in a certain school beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizing." And so that word^ b^^3n TT^2 
being so very known and obnoxious, might steal from the 
margin into the text and common use. 

Or perhaps, secondly, upon the suspicion of a tautology, if 
Bethabara and Uipav rod 'lop^ivov should be found together, 
p^'^n •^ny mny tV^ : because PHSy tV^ may be looked 
upon as the same thing with '' a place beyond Jordan : '^ 
therefore, they might substitute the word Bethany as sig- 
nifying ' Batanea' or ' Bashan' to some such sense as this ; 
" These things were done in Batanea beyond Jordan," &c. 
But it is our province at present to inquire rather into the 
situation of Bethabara, than into the original and deriva- 
tion of Bethany. 

Sect. II. — The noted passages over Jordan. 

Among the various ways of writing BrjOciLfiapa in Hebrew, 
these two especially deserve our consideration at present: 
' Beth-barah,^ which we meet with in Judg. vii., and Beth- 
abara^ or a place of passage^ where they passed over Jordan. 
They must both come under our inquiry, whiles we are seeking 
the place in hand ; and, first, of the latter. 

Doubtless there was no part of Jordan but might be passed 
by boat from one side to the other, as men'^s different occa- 
sions might call them; but we are now considering the public 

« EngUshfoUo edit, voL ii. p. 492. ^ H>in >i c n^in >i 
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and conunon passages that led over that river from one 
country into another. 

I. There is a bridge over Jordan ^, betwixt the lake of 
Samochon and Gennesaret in the 'way that leadeth to Da- 
mascus^ which hath the name of '' Jacob's bridge ;" of which 
our countryman Biddulph, who hath himself travelled over it, 
speaks to this purpose : 

" At the foot of this rocky mountain runs a pleasant 
river called Jordan, which divideth Syria from Galilee. Over 
this river is built a goodly bridge, which bears the name of 
' Jacob'^s bridge/ upon this twofold account: i. Because in 
this place Jacob met with his brother Esau; 2. Because here 
he wrestled with the angel.'" 

As to matter of fact, that there is and was such a bridge, 
I do not much question; but for the reasons why it is so 
called, as it is not much to our purpose to examine, so they 
seem to have little else but conjecture in them. 

II. Jordan also had a bridge over it at Ghammath, near 
Tiberias, at the very efflux of the river out of the sea of Gen- 
nesaret; as we have elsewhere shewn from the Talmudic 
authors, against the mistake of the tables, which place Ti- 
berias at a great distance thence. *'*' Tam s Dominus Sex 
quam Principes omnes, Tiberiadem usque perveniunt, ubi 
circa pontem, unde ex mari Jordanis fluenta se dividunt, 
castrametatur {" i. e. '' As well the lord the king, as all the 
princes, come even unto Tiberias, and pitch their tents near 
the bridge, where the streams of Jordan from the sea do 
divide themselves.'*^ 

" Juxta^ Tiberiadem secus pontem, unde de lacu Genezar, 
Jordanis fluenta se dividunt, cum exercitu sua castra locavit:" 
i. e. '' With his army he pitched his tents near Tiberias, by 
the bridge, from whence the streams of Jordan, from the 
lake of Gennesaret, do divide themselves.^' Bead this, and 
view the situation of Tiberias in the tables, and correct the 
mistake. 

III. That was a most known and frequent passage from 
Jericho, which we so often read of in the Holy Scriptures ; 

' Leusden's edit, vol. ii. d. 576. » Gul. Tyr. de Bell. Sacr. 1. xvii. c. 8. 
■^ And lib. xviii. cap. ai. 
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which yet seems rather to have been by boat than bridge. 
See 2 Sam. xix. 18, and 2 Kings ii. 8. 

Sect. III. — The Scythapolttan courUry, 
There was a fourth, and that the greatest, passage betwixt 
Chammath and Jericho, but at a great distance from either ; 
for the finding out of which, we are to consider what is 
intimated, i Kings iv. 1 2 : '^ And all Beth-shean, which is 
by Zartanah beneath Jezreel." And again, i Kings vii. 46 : 
'' In the plain of Jordan did the king oast them, in the day- 
ground, between Succoth and Zarthan.'' We will begin with 
Beth-shean. 

I. Beth-shean', or Scythopolis, was in the lot of Manasseh, 
Judg. i. 27. Greek, Kou oIk i^p€ Morcuro^ r^p Bat^actv, f 
icrn 2KvOmv TroXiy " Neither did Manasses drive out the in- 
habitants of Beth-shean, which is Scythopolis." So that it 
was within the limits of Samaria, though indeed one of the 
Decapolitan cities, and within the jurisdiction of the Grentiles, 
as we have shewed elsewhere. 

II. It was the utmost bound of Samaria towards Galilee. 
^'The^^ bounds of Galilee on the south is ^ofiapls re icol ^kv- 
OdvoXts iUyjii T&v 'lopbivov pclBpcav Samaria and Scythopolis, 
as far as the river Jordan." 

III. The city was half a league'^s distance from Jordan, 
saith Borchard, and yet extends its jurisdiction beyond Jor- 
dan. That of ^thicus, in his Cosmography, is weU known : 
'* The river Jordan hath its head in mount Libanus, runs 
about the lake of Tiberias ; from whence going out, hath its 
current through the midst of Scythopolis, and issues in the 
Dead Sea."" Jordan divided Scythopolis in the midst; not 
the city (for that was at some considerable distance from the 
river), but the country itself; so that part of the country was 
on this, and part on the other side Jordan. 

It was a noble city of the Syro- Grecians, and had consi- 
derable jurisdiction, not only within the confines of Manasses, 
but extended itself beyond, even to Perea. 

* EngUihfoUo edit., vol. ii. p. 493. 

^ Joseph, de Hello, lib. iii. cap. 4. [iii. 3. i.] 
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SscT. IV. — M^a^eUoi;' The great plain : the 
SeythopoUtan paeeage there. 

Of this great plain, which took in the whole breadth of 
the country of Manaaseh from Jordan towards the west, a 
very long way, Josephus frequently speaks. Describing the 
situation and portion of Ephraim and Manasseh, he thus 
expresseth himself: 

*H ^ V *E<t>patfJLOv (pvXii rriif ixpt Taidipaif iith ^lopbivov iro- 
rofiov luiKVVoiUvriv ^Aaxev* €vp€lav Si i<rov ivi Bctfi^aiir eb r& 
^ya rcXcvr^ ir€b(ov' *' The tribe of Ephraim extended itself 
in length from the river Jordan to Gladara^ [Qazarah, or 
Ctezer, Josh. xvi. 3, and xxi. 21] ; ^^ in breadth, from Bethel, 
and ends at the Great Plain." 

T^ Morcuroifridoy ol ^/uU<t«9, &c. " The half tribe of Ma- 
nasseh extends itself in longitude from Jordan to the city 
Dor. TlKdros bi M Bri$aipi»v, ^ pvi^ ^tcvdivokis KoXeiroi' But 
in latitude [from Ephraim] it reacheth to Beth-ehean, which is 
now called ScythopoHs."^ So that that lUya ircdibv, or ' great 
plain/ to those that were journeying from Galilee, began from 
Beth-shean, and extended it«elf in latitude to the confines of 
Ephraim. Hence that which we meet with in the same Jo- 
sephus, *IIkov ^ €k rh lUya ircdtoi^, oS KCtroi Karh rb Ttpwrmvov 
Tfikis BrjOadvri' *' They that passed over Jordan came into 
the great plain, before which the city Bethsan lies ;^ or as 
it is in 1 Mace. v. 52, " They went over Jordan into the 
great plain before Beth-shean." 

In the Book of Judith, chap. i. 8, it is called r& lUya vedtoy 
*Eo-5/>Y7AcS/A* ''The great plain of Esdrelom :" that is, in truth, 
^* the great valley of Jezreel." So Jezreel, in the place above 
quoted, i Kings iv. 12, by the Greek interpreters is rendered 
'^Eapai. Insomuch, that when it is said of Judah and his 
army (for he it is whom this passage concerns), that in his 
return iVom the land of Gilead he passed over Jordan into 
this ** great plain,'' and that (as it should seem) not very bx 
from Beth-shean ; it is evident that the great and common 
passage over Jordan was hereabout °, by which not only the 
Scythopolitans went over firom their country on this side 

1 Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [Hudson, » Antiq.tib.zii. cap. la. rxii.8.5.] 
p. 188. 1. II.] [v. I. aa.] n Lei»«fcii'#«dttioii,voLii.p.S77. 
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Jordan to that beyond, but those also of Samaria, and those 
of the Lower Galilee, passed over here to Perea. 

Here would I seek for Jacob's Bridge, where he passed 
over '' Jordan with his staff,^ when he went into Mesopo- 
tamia, and returned back with a family ; and not where it is 
commonly now shewn. At least, the mention of Suocoth, 
Gen. xxxiii. 1 7, which had its situation on the bank of Jor- 
dan, exactly opposite to Zartanah, a town near Beth-shean, 
puts it out of all question that Jacob returned that way. 
And, indeed, whether Scythopolis might not derive something 
of its appellation from the word Succoth [T^QO], I cannot 
well tell : methinks the name of ' Scythians^ hath some smack 
of such a kind of original^ ^iciOai, quasi ^iKKoOai' for they 
always dwelt, and removed from one place to another, in 
tents. 

Sect. Y .-—Beth-barah, Judg. vii. 24. 

Neither was this Beth-barah at any very great distance 
from this passage. For so we have it, Judg. vii. 24 : '^ Gi- 
deon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, say- 
ing. Gome down against the Midianites, and take before 
them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan.'^ And this 
they did. 

It o is hard to say whether Kimchi with more reason said, 
that " these waters were not the waters of Jordan ;" or Jar- 
chi, more absurdly, that " they divided Syria from Canaan.*" 
There were, no doubt, some waters in the valley of Jezreel : 
for there the battle was, — at least, if that may be called a 
battle, where there was not one sword unsheathed by the 
conqueror. See Judg. vi. 33. — When the Midianites fled, 
Gideon summons the Ephraimites by messengers, that they 
would take those waters beforehand, which the routed enemy 
in their flight must necessarily pass through before. they 
could arrive at the bridge or ferry over Jordan (spoken of 
even now), that lay in their way home. When both armies 
had pitched the field, the Midianites lay on the north, to- 
wards Galilee, and the Gideonites on the south, near mount 
Ephraim, chap. vii. i. There was a river in the vale, (at 
which waters, probably, Gideon distinguished betwixt his 
followers, that lapped like a dog, and those that did not). 
^ EngUshfoUo edit., vohii. p. 494. 
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This river at length discharged itself into Jordan, above the 
bridge or passage that led into Perea. When, therefore, 
the Midianites lay on the northern bank of this river, and 
so were not capable of attaining the passage over Jordan, 
till they had made through these waters first, it was the 
Ephraimites' care and business to maintain the opposite 
bank, and that indeed all the whole space from the place 
where the fight began, to Beth-barah and Jordan, that the 
enemy might be blocked up from all possibility of escape or 
retiring. 

Whether, therefore, this passage, of which we have spoken, 
was ddled Beth-barah from that place so near Jordan, or 
rnSSf Fy^^ Beth^haraj from the etymology before mentioned, 
it is no absurdity for the further bank of Jordan, which lay 
contiguous to the bridge or passage over it, to be called 
^' Beth-barah beyond Jordan,^' either upon the one or the 
other account. For (however the learned Beza comes to 
question it) the Lexicons will tell you, that itipav tov ^loplbivov 
signifieth beyond Jordan : especially that common three- 
fold division, p^Tf ^^XH hhy\ rmm " Judea, Galilee, and 
beyond Jordan.^ 'Att* hvaroX^v ^troToiwd *lopbivov' " On the 
east of the river Jordan ;*' as Ptolemy ezpresseth it : and 
Beza himself confesseth, that trans Jardanem^ beyond Jordan^ 
is the proper signification of the Greek word 'nipaif, beyond. 
Matt. iv. 15. 

Let us, therefore, place the Beth-abara we are seeking for, 
where John was baptizing, on the further side of Jordan, in 
the Scythopolitan country, where the Jews dwelt amongst 
the Syro -Grecians, as in all the Decapolitan regions, where 
Christ might something more safely converse, from the vex- 
ati<ms of the scribes and Pharisees, John x. 40, being, as it 
were, out of their reach and jurisdiction there. And so we 
find John baptizing, first, at the passage of Jericho, because, 
through the greatness of the road, there was always a consi- 
derable concourse of people ; and next, at the passage of Scy- 
thopolis, for the same reason. 

Further, had I either leisure or wiU to play any longer 
about the word BrjOavla, we might suppose it written tV^ 
M^3MS^ Bethaania, which, in the Syriac idiom (amongst whom 
it is no unusual thing to change W into j;), agrees with jn*^l 
b^^^DW» Bethshaniah. 
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CHAP. 11. 
Nazareth, John i. 45. 
I. A legend not much unUke that of the chapel of Loretto. 
II. The situation of Nazareth. III. •^SO p Ben Nezer. 
IV.. Certain horrid practices in UVM *)D3 Caphamachum. 
V. Some short remarks upon Cana. John ii. 2. 

Sect. I. — A legend not much unlike that of the 
Chapel ofLoretto. 

Forasmuch as our evangelist makes only a transient men- 
tion of Nazareth in this place, not relating any thing that our 
Saviour did there, we shall take as transient notice of it at 
this time ; by the by, only inquiring into its situation, as what 
we may have occasion to discourse more largely upon in an- 
other place. 

But P what, indeed, need we be very solicitous about the 
situation of this town, when the place we would especially 
look for there, that is, the house of the blessed Virgin, hath 
taken its leave of Nazareth, and, by the conveyance of angels, 
hath seated it-self in Loretto in Italy. Of which thing, 
amongst many others, cardinal Baronius <l gives us this grave 
relation : 

" That house wherein the most holy Virgin received the 
heavenly message about the Word being made flesh, doth not 
only by a wondrous miracle stand to this day entire ; but, 
by the ministry of angels, was retrieved from the hands of 
infidels, and translated, first into Dalmatia, thence into Italy, 
to Loretto in the province of Picenum.^' 

Let ^ us repay one legend with another. 

" They « say of R. Ghanina, saith he, seeing once his fellow- 
citizens carrying their sacrifices to Jerusalem, crieth out: 
* Alas ! they every one are carrying their sacrifices, and for 
my part I have nothing to carry ; what shall I do ?' Straight- 
way he betaketh himself into the wilderness of the city, and 
finding a stone he outs it, squares, and artificially formeth it ; 
and saith, ' What would I give that this stone might be con- 
veyed into Jerusalem !' Away he goeth to hire some that 
should do it ; they ask him a hundred pieces of gold, and 

P EnoJuh folio edit. J vol. ii. p. 495. ^ Leusdens edition, vol. ii. p. 578. 
4 Ad An. Dom. iz. * Midras Scbir. fol. 3.3. 
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they would carry it. * Alas ! saith he, where should I 
have a hundred pieces ? indeed, where should I have three !' 
Immediately the holy blessed Gtod procured five angels, in 
the likeness of men, who offer him for five shillings to con- 
vey the stone into Jerusalem, if himself would but give his 
helping hand. He gave them a lift ; and of a sudden they 
all stood in Jerusalem ; and when he would have given them 
the reward they bargained for, his workmen were gone and 
vanished. This wonder he relates before the Sanhedrim, in 
the conclave of Gazith. They say to him, ' Babbi, it should 
seem that these were angels that brought this stone C so he 
gave the elders the money, for which the angels had bar- 
gained with him/' 

In truth, I should easilier incline to believe this story than 
that of Loretto, because there is some reason to apprehend 
this B.Ghanina no other than Haninah Ben Dusa, a notorious 
magician <. Unless you will also say, that the chapel at Lo- 
retto took that jaunt by the help of magic. 

A ^ huge stone of its own accord takes a skip from the 
land of Israel, and stops up the mouth of the den in Babylon, 
where Daniel and the lions lay. But so much for tales. 

Sect. II. — The sUvation ofNaaareth. 

The situation of Nazareth, according to Borchard, Brei- 
denbach, and Saligniac, ought to be measured and deter- 
mined from mount Thabor. For so they unanimously: "A 
Nazareth duabus leucis contra orientem est mons Thabor:'' 
''From Nazareth two leagues eastward is mount Thabor." 
Nor is there any cause why, with respect to that region of 
Galilee in which they place this city, we should dissent from 
them, seeing there are others of the same opinion. Now the 
mount Tabor was in the very confines that divided Issachar 
from Zebulun ; Josh. xix. 22, '' And the coast [i. e. of Issa- 
char] reacheth to Tabor and Shahazimah.'' But what coast 
should this be! north or south! The north coast, saith 
Josephus ^ : — 

Koi fierh tovtoi^ [the Manassites] 'laAxapis^ Kipfiqk6v re 

^ Juchasin, fol. 57. 1. > Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [HudsoD, 

^ In Bemidhar Rabba, fol. 357. p. 188. 1. 17.] [v. i. 33.] 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



886 Ohorographieal inquiry. 

6pos kclL tov iroTctfiiif rod ixrJKOVs iroirjaofjiAvii ripiwva, t6 d* *Ira- 
^vpiov 8pos TOV TtXaxovr i. e. ^' Next to Manasseh is Issachar, 
having for its bounds of longitude mount Garmel and the 
river [J(>rdan\^ and of latitude mount Tabor." That is, the 
latitude of Issaohar is from Manasseh to mount Tabor, as 
Josephus plainly makes out in that place. Mount Tabor^ 
therefore, lay as it were in the midst^ betwixt the coasts of 
Samaria and Upper Galilee: having on this side Issaohar 
towards Samaria^ and on that side Zabulon towards the 
aforesaid Gralilee. 

Josephus 7 describes mount Tabor, where these things 
seem something obscure ; to 'IrapHpiov SpoSf 8 i<m tov iieyiXov 
ircbCov kol 2Kv$oit6K€<as ixiaov. We have ah'eady seen where 
Scythopolis lay ; and where the ixiya v€h(ov, the great plain^ 
near Scythopolis. But what should that [Uya irehCov, great 
plain be, that lieth so behind Tabor towards the north, that 
Tabor should be betwixt it and ScythopoUs ? Is not Zabulon 
so called in Josephus! yea, and Issachar too^ at least a 
great part of it, if we consult the same Josephus ^. So that 
the fiiya TtcbCov of Scythopolis or Manasseh, is distinctly 
called by him ixiya ircblop ^aiiapeCTthos , " the great plain of 
Samaria a/' 

And the Lower Oalilee is described by the Talmudists 
by this character^ ^^ That it produceth sycamines^ which the 
Upper Oalilee doth not^." Now the sycamine trees were ip 
T^ vcbiv^y in the vale, i Kings x. 27. And hence seems to 
arise the distinction between ^ the Upper and the Lower Gar 
lilee ; the Lower so called because more plain and champiugn, 
the Upper because more hilly and mountainous. 

I am deceived if the Upper Galilee be not sometimes by 
way of emphasis called ' Galilee f nor without cause^ when as 
the Lower might be called ix4ya itehloVf or the great plain. 
So Gana had the adjunct of ' Cana of Galilee,' perhaps that 
it might distinguish that Cana which bounds both the Gali- 
lees; of which more in its proper place. That passage which 
we meet with in our evangelist^ chap. iv. 43, 44, ^* He de- 
parted from thence [from Samaria'] and went into Galilee ; 

J De Bell. lib. iv. cap. 6. [Hud- ^ Ibid. lib. ii. cap. ai. [ii. la. 3.] 
3.J *> Sheviith, cap. 9. hal. a. 

iii. 3.1.] ^ English folio edit,, vol. ii. p. 496. 



J ue 15611. UD. IV. cap. 
m, p. 1 163.] [iv.i.S.J 
' Lib. ill. cap. 4. [iii. ^ 
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for Jesus himself testified that a prophet hath no honour in 
his country :" it looks this way ; that is, he would not go 
into Nazareth, but into Galilee, viz. the Upper ; and so came 
to Cana. 

Nazareth, therefore, was in the Lower (Galilee, in the ver}' 
confine* of Issachar and Zabulon, and is commonly received 
within Zabulon, itself being distant sixteen miles or more 
from Capernaum ; for from Capernaum, mount Tabor is dis- 
tant ten miles, or thereabouts. 

Sect. 111.— "123 p Ben Nezer, 

I AM not abundantly satisfied with the common writing of the 
word * Nazareth/ by "^23 ; much less that * Nazarenus' should 
be expressed by ^^313, i. e. Na>Capaib9, when the sacred Ama- 
nuenses write it f^aCu^paios. But I can hardly suppress a 
just indignation, when I read what the Jews scribble about 
123 in Ben Nezer. 

*' The<^ Rabbins have a tradition: Those that are taken out 
of the kingdom, behold they are properly captives; but 
those that are taken by thieves, they are not to be called 
captives.''* 

" The tradition is to be distinguished. nis'rDM nnsSo 
M^©p mS As to kingdom and kingdom, there is no<* diflB- 
culty :'* that is, as to kingdoms, which are equal. '* But 
between the kingdom of Ahasuerus, and the kingdom of Ben 
Nezer, there is. Between thieves and thieves there is no dif- 
ficulty ; but between Ben Nezer and NQ7y D^D*^ / the 
thieves of the world viz. common thieves^ there is. There [in 
Palestine] Ben Nezer is called a king: here [in Babylon] he is 
called a robber, "d'^IDD'*'? Tvh np. Gloss : " Ben Nezer 
was a thief, and took cities, and ruled over them; and became 
the captain of robbers." 

It is very suspicious to what purpose they have invented 
that name for the most infamous robber, to call him the " son 
of Nezer.'' By those very letters 123 they write the city 
' Nazareth.'* Bead on, and the suspicion will increase. 

^^ I ® considered the horns ; and behold, there came up 

c Cbetubh. fol. 51. 2. <* Leusden'e edition, vol. ii. p. 579. 

« Beresh. Rabb. sect. 76. 

IJOHTFOOT, VOL. I. Z 
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among them another little horn [Dan, vii. 8], ^23 p Ht Thi 
is Ben Nezer^ Anich quoteth this passage under the word 
1^1^ in this manner : '' There came up among them another 
little horn : D'^TI^^ m^'^D IT This is the kingdom of the 
Cuthites. Now what they meant by the kingdom of the 
Cuthites, may be conjectured from " The ^ winter ns past 
[Cant. ii. 1 1] ; D'''*n"lD HId'^O "rt This is the kingdom of the 
Cuthites!" And a little after : ** The time is coming when 
the kingdom of Cuth shall be destroyed, and the kingdom of 
heaven shall be revealed.*" 

It is easy imagining what they would point at by the 
kingdom of the Cuthites ; the Christians no doubt (unless 
they will pretend to some Samaritan kingdom) : and if so, 
it is as obvious whom they design by " Ben Nezer.*" Let 
them shew whence came the name of the tetrarchy of the 
Nazarenes in Coelosyria; of which Pliny»; "Coelosyria habet 
Apamiam Marsya amne divisam. A Nazerinorum tetrarchia 
Bambycen, quae alio nomine * Hierapolis'* vocatur, Syris vero 
* Magog/ '^ 

Sect. IV. — Certain horrid practices in n\TXl ^M 
Caphamachum, 

Having spoken of Nazareth, it will not be amiss to make 
some mention of Capernaum^ which, however distant many 
miles, yet was it the place where our Saviour dwelt, as Na- 
zareth was his native soil. We have considered its situation 
in another treatise, being in the country of Grennesaret, a 
little distance from Tiberias. There is another Capernaum 
mentioned by Gulielmus Tyrius *^, that lay upon the coast of 
the Mediterranean, as this did upon the coast of Gennesaret : 
*' In loco quae dicitur Petra Incisa, juxta antiquam Tyrum, 
inter Caphamaum et Doram, oppida maritima i" '' In a place 
called Petra Incisas near old Tyre, betwixt Capernaum and 
Dor, two sea-coast towns." 

It is uncertain whether the name be derived from Diy3 or 
from D*in3: the former denotes pleasantness; the latter, 
comfort. And though our Capernaum might justly enough 

f Midras Schir. fol. 17. 2. ^ Lib. v. cap. 33. 

^ Lib. X. cap. 26. 
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take its name from i\\e pleasantness of its situation, according 
to the description that Josephus > giveth of it ^ ; yet the 
oriental interpreters write it the latter way. The Rabbins 
also mention such a town, written in the same letters ^SD3 
U\T%1 ; of which, perhaps, it will not be tedious to the reader 
to take this story : 

^^ Ghanina ', B. Joshua^s brother's son, went into U\TX^ ^D^ 
Capernaum, rhi:i "^«rQ Tl'h \rOV^ and the heretics'' (or 
magicians, for the word signifies either) "enchanted him. 
They brought him into the city sitting upon an ass \^ on the 
sabbath-<lay^ which was forbidden by their law. " He went 
to his uncle R. Joshua, ^DnNI «rTOD Vbv ^TV^ who be- 
smeared him with a certain ointment^ and he was recovered^ 
It should seem that, by some kind of enchantments, they had 
thrown him into a delirium so far, that he had forgot both 
himself and the sabbath-day. There is another story imme- 
diately follows that : 

'' A certain disciple of R. Jonathan's flies over to these 
heretics '^ [that himself might be entered amongst them, and 
become one too]. " Jonathan finds him out employed in cas- 
trating birds and beasts. They sent to him"" [Jonathan], " and 
said, It is written, Cast in thy lot amongst us, and let us all 
have one purse. He fled ; and they followed him, saying. 
Rabbi, come and give us a cast of thy office towards a young 
bird. He returned, and found them nnfc^ fc^l^l D^P^Dy 
committing aduUery with a woman. He asked them, pnTT^fc^ ]3 
\ny!) ^\^T\1V Is it the manner of the Jews to do such things as 
these f They answer, ' Is it not written in the law, Cast in 
thy lot amongst us, and let us all have one purse ? ' He fled, 
and they pursued him to his own house, and then he shut the 
doors against them. They call to him and say, ' O Rabbi 
Jonathan, go, and rejoicing tell thy mother, that thou didst 
not so much as look back towards us; for if thou hadst 
looked back, thou hadst then followed us as vehemently as we 
have now followed thee.'" 

While I read these things, I cannot but call to mind the 
Nicolaitans, and such who indulged to themselves a liberty 
of all obscene filthiness; nor is what we have related un- 

' Englhhfolio edit,, vol. ii. p. 497. ^ Lib. de Bell. iii. cap. 35. [iii. 10. 8.] 
1 Midras Coheleth, fol. 85. 2. 
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340 Ohorof/ruphical inquiry, 

worthy our observation with respect to heresies of this kind. 
Should this Capernaum be the same (as probably it is) with 
that Capernaum which we meet with so frequently in the 
evangelists^ it is something observable what is said of it, 
'^ Thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be 
brought down to hell." 

Sect. V. — Some short remarks upon Cana, John li. 2. 
It is very disputable which should be the first letter of the 
word Cana^ whether [5] Caph or [p] Koph, for we find both. 

I. Tlip Kanah^ with the initial letter Koph [p], is a city in 
the tribe of Asher, Josh. xix. 28 ; where the Greek ior Kanah^ 
have HavOiv and MS. Alex. K(wL 

II. ^Dp Kene^ a word not very much differing in the sound, 
occurs amongst the Talmudists », "^a^p hv "^3^3 ^Tn tyy\ "^l^ 
^rn'^rroi "^ " BabW and his Sanhedrim, having numbered 
votes, pronounced Eeni^ clean."— Gloss : *' Kern was a place 
of doubtful esteem, reckoned amongst the unclean" [that is, 
a place of the Gentiles] ; ^' but in the days of B. Judah Hac- 
codesh, it came under trial, and they pronounced it clean." 

III. We find Ikava Kdixrj in Josephus, but the situation 
not mentioned: Antiochus» being slain*" [viz. when he fought 
with the Arabian king], to orpdrcufux <l>€vy€i els Kavh Kiiixrjv^ 
** his army fled to the town Kana.**^ This is hardly our Cana^ 
as may in some measure appear in Josephus's context. 

IV. But further he speaks in ' His Own Life^,* of Kdfiri Trjs 
ToKikaCas ^ 7rpoaayop€verai. Kavi' '' Cana in Galilee." As for 
its situation^ as far as can be collected from Josephus, we 
discuss that in another treatise^ and shew that it is not far 
from that place where the river Jordan dischargeth itself 
into the sea of Gennesaret ; so that between this Cana and 
Capernaum, there seems to be almost the whole length of 
that sea. 

V. But it must not be forgotten that nD3 Canah^ begin- 
ning with the letter Caph, is met with in JuchasinP; the 
words these : D^bsHCn UN ■^5^©n " In the end of the chap- 
ter*" [it is the seventh chapter of Bavah Mezia] " there is a 

1 In Ohaloth, cap. 18. hal. ult. son, p. 590. 1. 8.] [xiii. 15. t.] 



1 In Ubalotb, cap. is. bal. ult. son, p. 590. 1. « 
^ Leusden's editton,yo\Ai. p, ^So. o fc. 10.] 
n Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 23. [flud- P Fol. 57. 2. 
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tradition. Abba Gbalaphtha of Gaphar Hananiah^ in the 
name of R. Meir, saith,^** [they are in Bavah Mezia, where he 
is brought in, and what he saidq], nD3 M'^H m^irr ^M ''D V'il 
n33 " It seems to me*" (they are the words of the author of 
Juchasin) ^^ that Caphar Hananiah is Caphar Gana ; as may 
be proved out of the ninth chapter of the book Sheviith : for 
there was the entrance of the Lower Galilee.*" 

From that place, quoted in Sheviith, which is Hal. 2, it 
plainly appears that Gaphar Hananiah was in the very out- 
most border that divided the Upper and the Lower Gralilee. 
From whence it is evident, that the entrance of the Lower 
Galilee, according to our author, was not as we go from 
Samaria to Galilee, but from the Upper Galilee into the 
Lower. And whether our Cana of Gulilee be so called to 
distinguish it from that Gana that so divides between the 
two Galileos, or from that Cana that was in the tribe of Asher 
(which may not unfitly be called ^ Gana of the Sidonians*), it 
is at the reader^s choice to determine ^ As also, why the 
Syriac interpreter should in this place write fc^3tOp Katna^ in- 
stead of ' Gana/ Whether he had in his eye or mind HtCp 
Katiath, Josh. xix. 15, which, in the vulgar dialect, was called 
KaravaO, Katanath, as the Seventy render it, and the Jeru- 
salem Talmudists affirm » ; or whether by a diminutive kind 
of word N3tDp Katanah, he would intimate the smallness of 
the town : q. d. " Cana the Less." 

CHAP. in. 
Alvii^v iyyw rod SoAeifx, ^* jEnan near Salim,'' 
John iii. 23. 
I. Certain names and places of near sound with laXclfi, Salim, 
II. nNQ71D a * Salmean,' or a ^ Salameany used amongst the 
Targumists instead of^Tp a ^ KeniU! III. Aivwj;, '-^ikwi,' 
in the Greek interpreters^ Josh. xv. 61. IV. The Syriac 
remarked; a/nd a passage of Eustathius upon Dianysitis. 
V. Herodium^ a palace, VI. Machcerus^ a caetle. VII. •^H 
•^yj» The 'hill Mizar; Psalm xlii. 6. VIIL XV^h^ th^S) 
* Eglath Shelishijah,'' Isa. xv. 5. 

n Fol. 94. I. ' English folio edition, vol.ii. p. 498. 

• Me^ill. fol. 70. I. 
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Sect. I. — Certain names and places of near soutid 
toUh SoAel/Li, ' Salim.'* 

Let us begin with SoAelfi^ Salim, and thence look after its 
neighbour 'Mnon.' We may be a little helped in our inquiry 
by that passage in Genesis xxxiii. i8 : ^^V ohw HJ^^^ *^^^ 
D3ttJ " And came to Sbalem, a city of Sychem.**^ There are 
some versions, and the authors of the tables, have upon these 
words built I know not what city Salem near Sychem. But 
neither the Jews nor Samaritans acknowledge any such thing. 
For the Jews render it, and that not without reason, " And 
Jacob came safe into the city of Shechem."" The * Samaritan 
text hath D1 vC?, instead of D7tt? " he came in peace :'* and 
certainly there is no part of mankind could be more likely to 
judge than the Samaritans, whether D7©, in that place, were 
the name of any city, yea or no. 

II. SoXelfi, Salim, in the Greek interpreter, according to the 
Roman copy is the name of a place, Josh. xix. 22 ; where the 
Hebrew runs thus, tt^DtD IVy\ rTOISntm '^'inna h^:i3Tl V^U^ 
" And the coast \of l9mchar'\ reacheth to Tabor, and Shaha- 
zimah, and Beth-shemesh." But the Greek, Kal avvic^^i, th 
6pLa kiri Taid^tapy xal iirl SaAi/x Kara OakaaaaPy koX Bcu^aa- 
fUiSs' '^And the confines touched upon Gethbor, and upon 
Salim near the sea, and Bethsamosh." 

The Masorets observe that Shahazimah, which is written 
with a Van [1], should be written by a Jod [*»] ; which also 
these interpreters acknowledge (which is worthy our taking 
notice of) ; but then they divide the word into two parts, and 
write it iTO'^ VrTO i. e. Shahaz^ Kara OiKaa-a-av, Shahaz at the 
sea : but why they should turn Shahaz into Salim, it is some- 
thing difficult to guess. 

It seems probable that ^iXiiirj, Selame, which Josephus", 
in the account of his own life, makes mention of, as fortified 
by himself, amongst other towns in Galilee, is the same with 
this SoA^, Salim^ mentioned by the Seventy ; and that the 
rather, because there it is reckoned up with mount Tabor. 

III. SooAelfA, Saalim, in the Alexandrian copy, answers to 

t Onkelos, Jonathan, Bereshith Rabba, sect. 79. Schab. fol. 33, 2, &c. 
" [c. 37. SfXa/Aif, Hudson.] 
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the Hebrew 0*^7^ Shaalim, i Sam. ix. 4. In the Gomplut. 
SoXXifA, SaUim ; in the Roman SeyaAljii, Segalim ; where the 
Targam, instead of fTO^btt) Y^N2 in the land of ShaKshah, 
hath MD1"^1 Y^Ml in the land of the south : and instead of 
ahsp V^Wa in the land of Saalimy it hath N-QTIQ ^^Nl 
in the land ofMethbara. But why both here and also 2 Kings 
iv. 42, they should render rTO^7ltf v]^5 BaaUshaUsha » by 
t^til'^l tpM the land of the souths we find some kind of reason 
in the Oemarists, who upon this place have this note : 

" Therey was no country throughout the whole land of Israel 
where the fruits of the earth were so forward as in Baal-Sha- 
lisha."" Now such a country they call n^D^T^^DH' Dll© 
southern fields ; or literally, made south ; *' because the sun 
both riseth and sets upon them.*^ But why they should render 
D^SsW Y^« ths land of Saalim, N^inTlD Y^« the land of 
Methbara^ is something more unintelligible, unless it should 
be with some respect to mount Tabor, which we find men- 
tioned in the following chapter, ver. 3 ; and so b^"^inD Meth- 
bara, should be '' the plain of Tabor.*" 

If now the reader can pitch upon any of these places we 
have already named, or any other he may have met with in 
his reading, as that which our evangelist here meaneth, let 
him consider whether the article rov may properly be prefixed 
to it, when as the names of all cities and towns are of the 
feminine gender generally, and yet St. John hath it rot; 
SoAe^/yi* which gives some ground of conjecture that the pas- 
sage is to be understood not of any town or city, but of some 
other matter ; which, by way of exercitation, it may not be 
amiss -a little to enlarge upon. 

Sect. II.— nNQ7© a * Salmean * or a * SaJamean, ' used 
amongst the Targumists instead of'^Tp a ' Kenite.' 

Every one that hath but dipped into the Chaldee para- 
phrasts, must know that the 'Kenites'* are called by them 
rTOQTtI? 'Salmeans,' or 'Salameans.'* So Onkelos, Gten. xv. 19, 
Numb. xxiv. 21, 22. So Jonathan, Judg. i. 16; iv. 2; v. 24 ; 
1 Sam. XV. 6 ; xxvii. 10. It is likewise observable, that 

^ Leusden^s edition, vol.ii. p. 581. ^ In Menacboth, fol. 85. 1. 

y Sanhedr. fol. I3. i . * English folio edit,, vol. ii. p. 499. 
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"^nS^D the ' Maachathites' are by them called Dl^^jTCM the 
* Epikerites,' Deut. Hi. 14; Josh. xiii. 13. And this, probably, 
from the place or country where the Maachathites of old 
dwelt, which, in the time of the Targumists, was called 
'ETTticaipoy, i-n* ivaroX&v -nora^ov ^loph&vov, " Epicserus on 
the east of the river Jordan," deg. 67. 31. o» Whether in- 
deed the situation doth fall out right, I shall not at present 
discourse. 

But the * Kenite* is not termed a * SaJmean^ from any place 
or country where he dwelt. For the Kenites in the southern 
part of Judea are called ' Salameans/ Judg. 1. [16.] So also 
Heber the Kenite in Galilee, Judg. iv. [i i.] And there were 
Kenites amongst the Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv. [6] ; and there 
were of the Kenites beyond Jordan, Gen. xv. [19] : whence 
so called is not to our purpose. It sufficeth, that they were 
vulgarly known by the name of HMD^tl? Salanie ; which, how 
near akin it is to SoXel/ui, Salimy let the unbiassed reader 
judge. Who knoweth, therefore, but the evangelist should 
mean thus; "John was baptizing in JEnon, near the Sala- 
mean, 'or Kenite;*"' giving that name to that people, which, 
at that time, they were commonly called by ? But supposing 
this should be granted us, what Kenite should we understand 
here ? either those that were in the wilderness of Judah, or 
those on the other side of the salt sea ? 

Sect. III. — Atrwi; in the Greek Interpreter^ 
Joshua XV. 62. 
If the ' Essene* might be called HNTD vID Salmmn^ a« well 
as Kenite (and certainly he seems to have as much claim to 
it, if the word denote perfection^ or austerity of life)-, then 
I could more confidently place our SoAel/m, Salimy in the wil- 
derness of Judah ; because there I find iSnon mentioned in 
the Greek version, Josh. xv. 61, 62 : where the Hebrew hath 
it thus : " In the wilderness^ Beth-araba, Middin, and Seca- 
cah, and Nishban, and the city of Salt, and En-gedi, six 
cities : '** but the Greek, koX BahhapyiXsy koI Sapafiahfi, kcu 
Abfiiv, &c. " And BaddargiSy and Tharahaamy and JSnon.'* 
&o. Where it is plain that A^rcor, ^Enon^ is put for Middin; 
but why it should be so, is more difficult to tell. This only 
a Ptol. Tab. Asiae 4. 
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we may remark, that the word Middin occurs Judges v. lo: 
]'^TO *?J^ '^50?^'^ which if I should render, "ye that dwell by 
Middin^'' I should have Kimcbi to warrant me, who, in his 
notes upon this place, tells us, that '' Middin is the name of 
a city mentioned in Joshua, Middin and Secacah." But now, 
when kiviiify yEnon, signifies a place of springs or toaters, 
see what foUows; D^a«ttto ^2, D^^^no VlpQ "from the 
noise of archers among the places of drawing waters/' The 
Greek is ii/h ixia-ov WpcvoftcVcur, " Among those that draw 
water."*^ So that if you ask the Greek interpreter why he 
should render Middin by AtVcbi^, jEnon, a place of springs, 
he will tell you, because Middin was a place ibp€vofiiv<av, " of 
those that draw waters/' 

The Essenes succeeded the Kenites in their dwelling in 
the wilderness of Judah ^ : and not only so, but in strictness 
and austerity of life, as Josephus and others assure us. Now 
if we will but allow the * Essenes"* to be called nND7© Sal- 
means^ as the Kenites were, then the words of the evangelist 
might bear such sense as this ; — " John was baptizing in 
^non near the Essenes.^ And it may be supposed, that as 
the Baptist had already conversed with two of the Jewish 
sects, the Pharisees and Sadducees, and had baptized some 
of each<^, so he would now apply himself to a third sect 
amongst them, viz. the Essenes, and baptize some of them 
too. But herein I will not be positive. 

Sect. IV. — The Syriac remarked. And EustatAius 
upon Dionysius, 

Whilst we are treating upon the word Alinav^ jEnon^ I 
cannot but observe that the word is divided both in the 
Syriac and Arabic version: Syriac, p*^ pys " In the fountain 
Jon:" Arabic p3 py ^Q "In the fountain Nun." The 
words of the evangelist seem to discover the signification of 
the name. 

*Or4 Vtara itoKKh ^v iK€iy " Because there was much water 
there.'" For we could not have rendered the word more 
significantly, than a place of springs^ or a watery place. So 
Nonnus ; 

Baptizing near the waters of deep- waved Salem. 
*> Plin. lib. V. cap. 17. Solin. cap. 38. « English folio edit,, vol. ii. p. 500. 
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Why^, therefore, did those interpreters take the word in 
two, when it was plain and etymological enough of itself ? 

The Syriao Jan brings to mind a passage of Eustathius 
upon this verse of Dionysius : 

'' Some say, saith he, that that whole sea from Oaza as 
far as Egypt, is called the Ionian sea, from lo." Kal r^y 
iK€i bk rdCav ^I6vriv KaXovaC tiv€s* ivOa fiovs Jjv iv ayiXiwri 
rrjs 'Iov9, ^04 t^5 SeAT/wyy " Indeed, some call even Gaza 
itself lone, where there is a heifer in the image of lo, or the 
moon." 

That Gaza was ever called lone^ is not commonly known ; 
but grant it was, and the sea, from that place even as far as 
Egypt, to have been called the Ionian sea ; yet should not I 
have derived its name from * lo,' but rather from the * lones/ 
those brassy robust men, of whose coming into Egypt, and 
fixing their seats there by the sea, Herodotus ° gives us a 
famous relation. 

But must we seek for p*^ V^Tf ein Jon (or Javan^ as some 
would have it) hereabout I To seek John about Gaza, would 
be to seek him out of the land of Israel ; at least, as the 
bounds of that land were at that time determined. 

Sect. V. — Herodium^ a palace. 
If jEnon was the place where John baptized last, imme- 
diately before his imprisonment, then we must look for it 
either in Galilee or Perea : for in one of those places it was 
where he began his acquaintance with Herod. For however 
St. Luke, speaking of Herod, mentions Galilee only within 
his tetrarchy, Luke iii. i, yet Josephus tells us^, that 'Cy^- 
v€To VTTO rovTO) ['Ayrf-JT^] t\ re Hipala «col FoXiXa^a, " both 
Perea and Galilee were under his jurisdiction.*" Where 
then shall we begin his first acquaintance with the Baptist I 
I had once inclination to have fixed it in Galilee ; but whilst 
I consider better that Herodium was in Perea, and very 
near Machserus, John's prison, that seems the more probable. 
Josephus s, speaking of Herod the Great and his stately 
buildings, hath this amongst other things : ^poipiov imTci- 
\Caas r<p Trpoy ^ApafiCav 6p€i Ttpo<rr]y6ptv(T€v ^Wpdhiov &<{>* kav- 

** Leusdefi's edition^ vol. ii. p. 582. ' De Bell. lib. ii. cap. 0. [ii. 6. 3.] 
c Euterpe, [ii.] cap. 152, 154. ? [De Bell. i. 21. 10. J 
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rot). '' He fortified a castle upon a hill towards Arabia, and 
called it Herodium, after himself." Where, by Arabia, 
you are to understand the land of Moah ; and he seemed 
to have fortified that castle, as a bulwark against the Moab- 
itish Arabs. 

The same Herod that built it is buried there, as the same 
Josephus tells us^ ; where, describing the funerd pomp, he 
gives this account: ITerraiccftriot h\ vtt' avrois r&v oIk^t^v koX 
iirekeuOipmv ipmtiaTo<l>6poi,, " A/ier those /oUotoed Jive hundred 
of his own • domestic servants, bearing spices. ^Tablov9 hi 
iKOfiCa&q TO (TiaijLa biaKoaCovs (is ^Hpdbiov, Sirov Kara ras ivTokii 
iTi4>V' Hi^ body was brought tUH> hundred furlongs" [from 
Jericho where he died] to Herodium^ where, according to 
his own appointment, he teas interred. But, in Antiq. lib. 
xvii. cap. loi, ''Hicaav b^ M 'Hp<ab(ov aribia 3iCTcS* " They 
came to Herodium eight furlongs ; for there he had ordered 
his funeral solemnities.^^ At first sight, here is an appearance 
of a slip in history : but it is to be understood, that from 
Jericho to Herodium it was two hundred furlongs, that is, 
twenty-five miles ; but Herod^s burying-place was eight fur^- 
longs from Herodium, a common distance for burying-places 
to be from cities. 

Sect. Vl.^ — Mach<Brus^ a castle. 

Josephus * tells us, that John Baptist was imprisoned by 
Herod in the castle of Machserus : Kai 6 ixiv, xmoy^ii^ rg 'H/kS- 
hw, hicrynos eJs rtiv Maxaipovvra v€^uf>$€h, &X5. " He [the Bap- 
tist]^ upon Herod's suspicion, is sent prisoner to Machserus."^ 
A little before that he had told us, pL€$6piov bi i(m r^s re 
^Apiraj kcH ^HpMov ipxv^* This place " is the frontier betwixt 
the kingdom of Aretas [the Arabian king] and Herod.*" 

Of the situation of the place, Pliny™ hath this hint; 
" Prospicit [Aq>haltitin] ab oriente Arabia Nomadum [Moab- 
itis] : a meridie Machserus, secunda quondam Arx Judsefe 
ab Hierosolymis.^' The meaning of whidi is this; '*that 
Arabia of the Nomades [or ifood], situated on the east of 



^ [De Bell. i. 33. 9.] Hudson, ^ English foUo edit., vol. ii. p. K( 

p. 1043. 1. 14. * Antiq. fib. xviii. cap. 7. [Hi 

' Hudson, p. 771. 1. 33. [xvii. son, p.805.1 [xviii. 5. a.] 

8. 3.] ™ Nat. Hist. lib. v. cap. 16. 
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Asphaltites, fronts it on the west, and Maohflerus situated on 
the north, fronts it on the south;*** otherwise, you would 
remove Machserus a great way from its proper situation. 

We meet with it in the Talmudists under the name of 
Macvar. 

*' The mountainous country of Perea was the hill Macvar 
and Gedor.*" The Jerusalem Targum", and Jonathan upon 
Numb, xxxii. 35, instead of " Atroth, Shophan, and Jaazer," 
have •^TOQ rr\ )pWl \^rhhy:^ n*» ** Maclelta of Shophan 
and Macvar:" to which Jonathan adds MHD'^J y\'\30 
" Macvar of Garamatha.'^ 

It is obvious enough how they came to render m^ioy 
Atroth by Nri77DD Maclelta, (as also Onkelos hath done) ; 
viz. because they translated the Hebrew word, which denotes 
a crown, by the Chaldee word, which is of the same signifi- 
cation. But why Jaazer by ^'^13D Macvar f Onkelos upon 
the third verse of the same chapter, renders ' Jaazer' and 
* Nimrah' by y'^iy^ T\^y^ X'^iyO, which I should translate, 
" the Atrati or denigrati of the house of Nimrin." And Pto- 
lemy comments thus in Arabia PetrsBa: Aiar^Cv^L 5^ iv rfj 
X<ip<^ TO, Ka\ovii€va ixiXava Sprj^ &;c. ^^ There are all along 
that country certain mountains called the Black Mountains, 
namely, from the bay which is near Pharan, to Judea.'' But 
whether ^^13D Macnar hath any relation with blackness from^ 
^^2 a dish OT furnace, I leave it to others to inquire. 

So that we see Herodium and Machserus are situated on 
the outermost coast of Perea towards the south, or the land 
of Moab, near the shore of Asphaltites, or the Dead sea. 

The nature of the place we have described by Josephus, 
'Pfovtrt Vk KoX O^pfi&v vhiT(av Tn/yol Karh top r&novP, &c. 
** There spring out, near this place, certain fountains of hot 
waters, of a very different taste, some bitter some sweet; 
there are also many springs of cold waters,*" &c. Compare 
the bitter waters with the waters of Nimrin, Isa. xv. 6, and 
the other with those of Dimon, ver. 9 ; where, query whether 
Dimon be not the same with Dibon [Beth (1) and Mem (D) 
being alternately used] ; that by that pronunciation it might 

^ Hierosol. Sheviith, fol. 38. 4. ^ Leusdens edition, vol. ii. p. 583. 
P D6 Bell. lib. vii. cap. ai. [vii. 6. 3.] 
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agree more with D"! blood; D"J ^M ^T!^ l^^'^l "V. "The waters 
of Dimon are fiill of blood.'*'' 

Whilst we are in this watery country, are we not got 
amongst the rivers of Amon? The learned Beza commenting 
upon those words of St. John iii. 23, 8rt ihara -noWa ^v iKet 
** for there was much water there/' affirms it, commenting 
thus : " Multi videlicet rivi, quorum etiam in eo tractu circa 
Aroer fit mentio in tibris Mosis;" '^ namely, many rivers, of 
which also in that tract about Aroer there is mention in the 
books of Moses/* And the situation of the place confirms it; 
when as Machserus was the very utmost bounds of the ' land 
of Israel ' towards Moab, according to Josephus, as also was 
Arnon according to Moses. 

But here we find no place that is called either .^!non or 
Salim, True, indeed ; but the place, for the very waterineas 
of it, deserves to be called JEnon^ that is, a place of 
springs ; and if Salim may be the same with Salamean, 
here we have also the Kenite or Salamean^ Gten. xv. [19.] and 
Numb. xxiv. [22.] However, in a thing so very obscure, it is 
safest not to be positive ; and the reader's candour is begged 
in this modest way of conjecturing. The way we tread is 
unbeaten, and deserves a guide, which as yet we have not 
obtained. 

Sect. VII.— 7%^ hill Mizaar, ni«D "IH Psalm xlii. 6. 

Let us now (however something beyond our bounds) pass 
from the first entering of the coasts of Moab towards the 
north, to the utmost limits of it southward. 

" I will remember thee (saith the Psalmist) from the land 
of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, '^VSIO "^iTO from the hill 
Mizar, " Where is this hiU Mizar f not to take any 
notice of what we meet with in Borchard and others, con- 
cerning Hermon near Thabor (by what authority I cannot 
tell), as also that "^yifp ^H the hill Mizaar^ is rendered 
almost by all, a Utile hill ; or, in a word, that the Turgumist 
and R. Solomon tell us, it is mount Sinai ; Apollinarius, 
that it is mount Hermon : it seems plainly to be the ' hilly 
part of Zoar,' whither Lot would have fled, if the straitness 
of time might have permitted him, Gen. xix. 20 ; " O^ let me 
^ English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 502. 
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escape to this city ; N^H "^ySD N <n i$ it not Mizar, or a 
little oni?'* so that ^V^ ^Tl the hill Mizar may be the 
same, as if it had been said •^yiJO ^^5? ^T\ the hilly part of the 
little city Zoar. 

The reasons of the conjecture, besides the agreeableness of 
the name, may be especially these two : 

I. As Hermonium, or Hermon, was near the springs of 
Jordan, so the hilly part of Zoar lay hard by the extreme 
part« of Jordan in Asphaltites ; and the Psalmist, speaking 
of the land of Jordan, or of the land on the other side of 
Jordan, seems to measure out all Jordan from one end to the 
other, from the very spring-head to the furthermost part 
where the stream ends. 

II. As David betook himself to the country on the other 
side of Jordan towards Hermon, in his flight from his son 
Absalom, so was it with him, when flying from Saul he 
betook himself to Zoar in the land of Moab, i Sam. xxii. 3. 
And so bewails his deplorable condition so much the more 
bitterly, that both those times he was banished to the very 
utmost countries, north and south, that the river Jordan 
washed. 

Sect. YlU.—TV^h^ rh:[V Eglath Shelishijah, 

Isa. XV. 5. 

With the mention of Zoar is this clause subjoined in 

Isaiah, HJItf^Ttp vhlX^ Eglath Shelishijah, or " a heifer of 

three years old.'" So with the mention of Zoar and Horo- 

naim, the same clause is also subjoined in Jeremiah. 

Isa. XV. 5 : rt»tt?"»'?t» rhx^ nyisiy nrr-^a « His fugitives 

unto Zoar, a heifer of three years old." 

Greek ; *Ev avrfj l«9 2€ywp. ^iifmXis yip iari fpicnrjs. '* In 
it unto Segor. For it is a heifer of three years." 

Vulgar ; " Vectes ejus usque ad Segor : vitulam conter- 
nantem/^ " Its bars were unto Segor : a heifer in his third 
year.'*' 

Targum ; '^ Ut fugiant usque ad Zoar, vitulam trimam 
magnam :"" " That they should fly as far as Zoar, a great 
heifer of three years old."" 

English ; " His fugitives shall flee unto Zoar : a heifer of 
three years old.'*' 
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Jer. xlviii. 34 : rW»Stt> thys D^ah-^H-iy "^irtj» '' from 
Zoar to Horonaim, a heifer of three years old.**" 

Vulgar; "A Segor usque ad Horonaim, vitulft conter- 
nante :*" " From Segor unto Horonaim, the heifer being in 
her third year."" And so others. 

I am not ignorant what commentators say upon these 
places: but why may not rPtt^y^ ^r-?^ EglcUh Shelishijah be 
the name of some place, and so called a third Eglah, in 
respect of two other places much of the same sound ; or 
dutches», or nohle Eglah^ as VTT^ signifies a duke or tri- 
bune. 

There is mention of D^ vJV l^'S Bin Eglaim, in that countrj-, 
Ezek. xlvii. lo ; where Egtaim is plainly of the dual number, 
and seems to intimate that there were two Egela^ with relation 
to which this our Eglah may be called Eglah the third. So 
Bamathaim, i Sam. i. 2, is of the dual number, and plainly 
shews there were two Bamahs. 

The sound of the word Necla comes pretty near it. This 
we meet with in Ptolemy, in Arabia Petrsea : 

Zwapa, Zoar . 67. 20. 30. 30. 
^oiva, Thoan . 67. 30. 30. 30. 
N^KXa, Necla . 67. 20. 30. 15. 

So ^ that here we see the geographer mentions Zoar and 
Necla, as the prophet before had Zoar and Eglah : and how 
easily might Eglah pass into Necla in Greek writing, espe- 
cially if the letter y hath any thing of the sound of the letter 
n in it. The geographer makes the distance of Zoar from 
Necla to be fifteen miles : so, we may suppose, was the dis- 
tance of Zoar from Eglah, Horonaim lying between them ; 
from whence the words of the prophet may not be unfitly 
rendered thus : 

^^ His fugitives shall flee unto Zoar, unto the third Eglah. 

From Zoar unto Horonaim : even unto the third Eglah/' 

I am deceived if ''AyoAXa, Agalla, which we meet with in 
Josephus ', be not the Eglah we are now speaking of : num- 
bering up the twelve cities, which Hyrcanus promised he 
would restore to Aretas, the Arabian king, being what his 
father Alexander had taken from him : amongst the rest he 

*■ Leusden*9 edition, vol. ii. p. 584. 

« Antiq. lib. xiv. c. 2. [Hudson, p. 609.] [xiv. 1. 4.] 
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nameth "AyaAXa, 'ASdvrj^ Zdapa^ 'OpoSrot, Agalla^ Athane^ 
Zoar, HoronceK Of Zoar there can be no scruple; and as 
little of ^Opdvaiy HoroncB ; but, by that must be meant Ho- 
ronaim. ""AMmiy Athone, seems to bear a like sound with 
Ptolemy's ^oiva, Thoana ; and 'AyaXXa^ AgcMa^ with his 
' Necla/ and that with our ' Eglah/ 

CHAP. IV. 
2tx<ip- John iv. 5. 
I. A few remarks upon the Samaritan affairs. II. The Sama- 
ritan version 0/ the Pentateuch, III. The sitfMtion 0/ mount 
Gerizim and Ehal, The Samaritan text on Deut. xxvii. 4, 
noted, IV. Why toritten Sychar^ and not Sychem. V. yv 
1D1D in the Talmudists. 

Sect. I. — J few remarks tipon the Samaritan affairs. 
I . Of the name of the CiUhites. 

That the * Samaritans' are called ' Cuthit^s ' by the Jews 
is unquestionable ; Ol Kara fx^v r^ 'Effpauav yAwrrai; Xov- 
Oaioi, Kara b^ Trfv ^EWrji^oDv Sa/bLap^trac, " Those ^* that in the 
Hebrew tongue are called Guthaeans, in the language of the 
Greeks are Samaritans.^' 

But why Guthites rather than Babylonians, Hamathites, 
Avites, &c., is uncertain : for thence, as well as from Gutha, 
were colonies transplanted into Samaria^ 2 Kings xvii. 24 : 
nay, they were called Guthites even at that time, when a 
great part of the Samaritan nation consisted of Jews. 

I am apt to apprehend there was some virulent design 
even in the very name. The name of Gushites amongst the 
Jews wan most loathsome and infamous ; as they were not 
only a hostile country, but a people accursed, and, for their 
black hue, even horrid to the very sight. Perhaps in the 
title of the seventh Psalm there is no little severity of re- 
proach hinted in the name Cush. Something of the like na- 
ture may be couched in the word Cuihim. For whereas 
D"*J113 may be the same with D'*^3> the letter ^ being 
changed into T\ in the Syriac dialect: it may be an easy 
conjecture, that the Jews, calling the Samaritans (a nation 

t English folio edition, vol. ii. p. « Joseph. Antiq. lib. ix. cap. 14. 
503. [Hudson, p. 429. 1. 20.] [ix. 14. 3.] 
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peculiarly abominated by them) Cuihiies, might tacitly re- 
proach them with the odious name of ChUhites. 

2. Jo9ephu$ mistaken. 
Rabbi Ismail 8aith% DH nV^M ^"»3 D^ni3 " that the Ou- 
thites are proseljrtes of lions/' R. Akiba saith, Ip PDM ''^*'^ 
" that they are true proselytes.'*' The story of the lions, 
2 Kings xvii. 26, is well enough known; which JosephusT, 
faltering very lamely> reports in this manner ; ""Exourroi Karh 
ISpos tbiov Qciv els tt)v ^afxipciav Mixi<TavT€9, vivT€ b' Jjaav, Koi 
Tovrms, KaOiii fjv Tsixpiov airoh, (r€p6fX€Voi,, irapo{iivov<n top /h^- 
yuTTov &€oi; cly dpyiiv Koi \6kov. Aoifibs yap airroh ^Wo-icc^cv, 
v<f> ol <f>$€ip6fjL€voi, &c. He tells us that as every one brought 
their several gods into Samaria, and worshipped them ac- 
cordingly^ so the great and true God was infinitely displeased 
with them, and brought a destructive plague amongst them. 
He makes no mention of lions being sent amongst them, 
according to what the sacred history relates. Probably the 
story of that horrible destruction upon Sennacherib'^s army 
by a wasting plague, gave the first rise to Josephus's fancy of 
a plague amongst the Samaritans ; though it is very odd that 
he should have no touch of the lions, being so remarkable a 
judgment as that was. 

3. Samaria planted with colonies two several times. 

There are the colonies which Asnapper is said to have 
brought into Samaria^ Ezra iv. 10, as well as those by Esar- 
haddon, ver. 2. 

The Jews do judge» this * Asnapper' to be the same with 
' Sennacherib/ and that he had eight names. The first syl- 
lables of the names^ indeed, agree pretty well, Sena and Asna ; 
but whether they denote the same persons, I leave undeter- 
mined. 

However A, whether this Asnapper was the same with Sen- 
nacherib, or Shalmaneser, or some great minister, or the 
king^'s commander-in-chief, in the transplanting of a colony, 
it seems evident that Samaria was planted with colonies two 

X Kiddoshim, fol. 75. 2. < In Sanhedr. ^I.p4. i. 

y Antiq. lib. iz. cap. 14. [Hud- « English foUo etktum, voL ii. p, 
son, p. 429. 1. 8.] [ix. 14. 3.] 504. 

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. I. ^ A a 
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several times. The first, immediately after the taking of the 
city, being then furnished with Outhit^, Avites, Sepharvaites, 
&c., under Asnapper ; be he king, or only chief commander 
in the action. And when multitudes of them had been de- 
voured by lions, then was it afresh planted by the Shushan- 
chites, Tarpelites, &c., in the days of Esar-haddon, with 
whom a priest went up to instruct them in the worship of 
the true God. How greatly £piphanius confounds these 
things may be seen in his Hseres. viii. cap. 9. 

4. Of Dosthai, the pseud-apostle of the Samaritans, 
" When^ the lions had devoured the Samaritans^ the 
Assyrian king, hearing the news, calls to him the elders of 
Israel, and asks them. Did the wild beasts ever use to tear 
and mangle any of your people in your own land, when you 
dwelt there ! Therefore, how comes it to pass that they do 
so^ now? They answer him, Our own land bears no nation, 
that is not conversant in the law, or will not b6 circumcised. 
Send, therefore, saith he, two, that may go and instruct the 
people. So they sent "^Na^ "^2 "^i^nDIT ' "^ R. Dosthai the son 
ofJannai, and H'^'^IltZ/ 1 jB. Sabia, who taught them the book 
of the written law." 

But is this likely! that Dosthai, the Samaritans^ ortide, 
should be in the times of the Assyrian empire ? whence then 
had he that Greek name of his ! and the name of his father 
Janneus was Greekish too. It is much more probable, what 
Eulogius hath in Photius ^ ; ** The Samaritan people, having 
divided into various factions, disagreed amongst themselves^ 
and brought in foreign opinions. Some were of opinion that 
Joshua was he of whom Moses spoke, when he tells them, 
* A Prophet shall the Lord your God liaise up unto you from 
among your brethren, like unto me.' 01 h^ tovto fxkv itapt- 
yp6.(l)0VT0, Ao<r6riv 8^ rCva roivoiia ?/ Ao<rC$€oif iv€KrjpvTTov^ 2a- 
liapdTr)v luv koL avrop rb yivos, ovpaKfirjiTavTa h^ Kari t€ tovs 
Xpovovs 2Lixm'L T<p Mdyo). Others, rejecting this opinion, cried 
up one Dosthai, or Dositheus, a native Samaritan, and con- 
temporary with Simon Magus. 

From Dosthai and Sabia, the Dostheni and Sebuei, two 
Samaritan sects, originally sprang ®. 

• *> Tanchum, fol. 17. 4. d Cod, 3^0. 

c LeusdetCs edUion, vol. ii. p. 585. ^ Epiph. Hseres. xi., &c. 
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5. The language ofAshdod^ Neh. xiii. 24, whether the 
Samaritan language or no? 

*^ And^ the children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, 
and could not speak in the Jews' language/' What language 
was this at this time i 

I. The Arabian version tells us it was the Chaldee. But 
was not the Jewish and the Chaldee tongue at that time all 
one i It may be questionable whether it were so " at that 
time or no ;" but I shall wave that controversy. 

II. As to the question in hand, it may not be amiss to 
consider that passage, Acts ii. 11 : KpiJTts Kal 'A/cxi/Scs, 
" Cretes and Arabians.'^ Who are these Cretes ? who would 
not think, at first sight, that, by the Cretans were meant 
the inhabitants of the island of Crete ! I myself have some- 
time fallen into this error; but now I should be ready to 
say they were the Cherethim, a Philistine nation and coun- 
try. D^n'^a by the Greek interpreters is rendered Kprjrcs, 
CreteSy Ezek. xxv. 1 6, Zeph. ii. 5, 6 : and there is some rea- 
son to apprehend that St. Luke^ in the place above quoted, 
understands the same people^ because he joins them with the 
Arabians. 

Targum on 2 Chron. xxvi. 7 : " And the word of the Lord 
helped them, -^1» y2IVl ^^y^V hv) ""^T^wh^ h)f against 
the Philistines, and against the Arabians dwelling in Gera \^ 

Observe, Arabians dwelling in Gerar^ a city of the Phi- 
listines ; — and it is well enough known that Arabia joins to 
the land of the Philistines. And one may suspect the lan- 
guage of Ashdod might be the Arabian^ rather than the Sa- 
maritan tongue ; especially when as the name of Idumea 
obtained as far as these places : and was not the Arabic the 
language of the Idumeans ! 

Sect. II. — The Samaritan Pentateuch, 
In the Samaritan version (that I may still contain myself 
within our Chorographical Inquiry)^ as to the names of 
places, there are three things are matter of our notice, and 
a fourth of our suspicion. 

I. There are some places obscure enough by their owa 
^ Neh. xiii. 24. 

A a 2 
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names, which, as they are there rendered, are still more per- 
plexed and unknown. Consult the names used there for the 
rivers s of Eden, and the countries which those rivers ran 
into, and you will see how difficult it is any where else to 
meet with the least footstep or track of those names, except 
Cophin only, which seems indeed to agree something with 
Cophen mentioned by Pliny**. 

II. Places of themselves pretty well known are there called 
by names absolutely unknown. Such are IDSH Chatsphu^ 
for Assyria, Gen. ii. 14 : pb'^^ Lilakf for Babel, Gen. x. 9 : 
nMD7^ Salmaah for Euphrates, Qen. xv. 18 : p'lM Naphik 
for Eg}'pt, Gen. xxvi. 2. 

III. Sometimes there are names of a later date used, and 
such as were most familiarly known in those days. Such 
are DM'^32 Banias for Dan, Gen. xiv. 14, that is, Panias, the 
spring of Jordan : "^03^^ Gennesar for Ghinnereth, Numb, 
xxxiv. 1 1, Deut. iii. 17: not to mention Bathnan and Apamia 
for Bashan and Shepham, which are so near akin with the 
Syriac pronunciation : and Gebalah, or Chiblah, for Seir, ac- 
cording to the Arabic idiom. 

Such names as these make me suspect the Samaritan ver- 
sion not to be of that antiquity which some would claim for 
it, making it almost as ancient as the days of Ezra. 

IV. I suspect too, when we meet with places pretty well 
known of themselves, obscured by names most unknown, that, 
sometimes, the whole country is not to be understood, but 
some particular place of that country only. 

The suspicion is grounded on the word Naphik for Egypi^ 
and Salmaah for Euphrates. By Naphik, probably, they un- 
derstood, not the whole land of Egypt, but Pelusium only, 
which is the very first entry into Egypt from Canaan. The 
reason of this conjecture is this : the word pKM Anpai (as 
we have elsewhere observed) was writ over the gates of that 
city ; and how near that word comes to Naphik^ is obvious 
enough to any one. 

It is possible, also, that the mention of the Kinites, imme- 
diately following, might bring Salmaah to mind ; and so they 
might not call ^Euphrates' itself ' Salmaah,' but speaking of 

» English folio edition, vol. ii. p. ^ Nat. Hist. lib. vi. cap. 23. Strabo 
505. lib. XV. [c. I.] 
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' Euphrates' as washing some place called ' Salmaah.' Pto- 
lemj, in his chapter concerning the situation of Arabia 
Deserta, mentions Salma', in degr. 78. 20. 28.30: and it is 
numbered amongst six -and -twenty other cities, which he 
saith are ^i^ t^ fxeaoyeCq, which the Latin interpreter translates 
* Juxta Mesopotamiam/ ' near Mesopotamia/ If this be true, 
the Samaritan version hath something by which it may de- 
fend itself: for if those cities mentioned by Ptolemy were 
indeed ' Juxta Mesopotamiam/ * near Mesopotamia^ (the river 
Euphrates only running between), then may the Samaritan 
version be warranted while it renders ^^ even to the river Eu- 
phrates,"^ " even to the river of Salmaah/' that is, " to the 
river Euphrates in that place where it washeth the sides of 
Salma." 

Sect. III. — The situation of the mounts Gerizim and Ebal. 
The Samaritan text upon Deut. xxvii. 4 noted. 

That Sychar is the same place with Sychem, seems be- 
yond doubt; which, indeed, the mount Gerizim pointed to 
by the Samaritan woman, sufficiently confirms. A wily ar- 
gument, perhaps, in Epiphanius^s esteem, who, in his Sama- 
ritan heresy, gives us this account : 

T^ yhp Pov\oixiv<a iKpL^Qs tftpL tov Spovs Fopiff li/ ipfvvaaOai, 
1<tt4ov Stl TTphs TTJ *\epi\^ K€lvTai ret Wo Jpi/, to t< tov TapiCHP 
kclL to tov r^jSoA iripav tov ^lopbivov, irpos rj iuaToXfj ttjs 'Upixw, 
6)9 Ix^* '■^ /^€VT€pov6p.uiUj KoL 'lrj(Tov TOV Navi} fj fi[fi\os' '' There 
are two mounts near Jericho beyond Jordan, Gerizim and 
Ebal, which look towards Jericho on the east,'^ &c. So that, 
we see, he tells us Gerizim and Ebal were near Jericho, not 
near Sychem. So also before him, Eusebius ' de Locis He- 
braicis,'' at least, if he be the author of that book, as Petavius 
noteth. 

That clause yihi vlQ " over-against Gilgal,*" Deut. xi. 30, 
hath deceived these authors in that manner, that they have 
removed the mounts Gerizim and Ebal to Gilgal by Jericho : 
and it hath, on the other hand, deceived some in that manner, 
that they have brought Gilgal by Jericho to Sychem, mis- 
understanding the word Gilpal for that place mentioned in 

* Leusden's edition, vol. ii. p. 586. 
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Josh. V, when this which Moses speaks of is really €^lee ; 
as I have proved elsewhere. 

On these two mounts (it is well known) were pronounced 
the blessings and the curses, Deut. xi. 29, and xxvii. 12, 13 ; 
Josh. viii. 33. But mark the impudence of the Samaritans^ 
who, in their text, Deut. xxvii. 4, instead of " Ye shall set 
up these stones which I command you this day b^ "^PD on 
mount Ebaly* they have put ''Ye shall set up these stones, &c. 
D'^r^n '^ni on mount GerizimJ^ 

Oompare, with this falsification of theirs, that in Sotah ^, 
" R. Eliezer Ben Jose saith, I have said to you, O Samaritans, 
Ye have falsified your law ; for ye say, DD^ Tmo ^TOXk the 
plain of Moreh, which is Shechem, Deut. xi. 30 [they add She- 
chem of their own] : we ourselves indeed confess that the plain 
of Moreh is Shechem/' &c. 

Seeing he blames the Samaritans for falsifying their text 
in so little a matter, wherein the truth is not injured, namely, 
in adding Shechem, why did he not object to them that 
greater 1 fault of suborning (hrizim for mount EbaL The 
truth is, this very thing giveth me reason enough to suspect 
that this bold and wicked in^rpolation of the word Gerizim 
for Ebal hath stolen into the Samaritan text since the time 
that this Rabbin wrote. The thing is not unworthy our con- 
sidering. 

Sect. IV. — Why it is toritten Sychar^ and not Sychem. 

If Sychem and Sychar be one and the same city, why 
should not the name be the same ! 

I. This may happen from the common dialect, wherein it 
is very usual to change the letters. So Beuben in the Syriao 
version is Beuhil, and ^?oi^r}\os^ Ruhelus, in Josephus ; by what 
etymology let him tell, and explain it if you can. Speaking 
of Leah bringing forth Reuben, he thus expresseth himself"^ ; 
Kol ycvoiUvov iraibos ipp^voSf koL hih tovto irpos avrrip iTtearptfj^ 
fxivov Tov ivbphs, *Povl3rj\ov SvoixiC^i t6i; vlbv, hion Kar* fK€ov 
airfi TOV &€0V yivoiro, Tovto yap arjixaCvei to Svoyua' " And 
having brought forth a male child, and obtaining favour from 
her husband by it, she called his name Rubel, because it 

k Fol. 33. 2. m Antiq. lib. i. cap. 19. [Hud- 

* English folio edit,, vol. ii. p. 506. son, p. 41. 1. 3a.] [i. 19. 7.] 
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happened to her according to the mercy of God ; for this his 
name signifies/' Perhaps he might at that time think of 
h\k yr\ which imports the " increase of God/* 

It would be endless to reckon up such variations of letters 
in proper names ; but as to the letter r, which is our business 
at present, take these few instances : 

* Nebuchadnezzar* is elsewhere * Nebuchadrezzar ;* ' BellaP 
is ' Beliar f * Shcpham/ by the Greek interpreters, l^fpofihp, 
Sephamar, Numb, xxxiv. 1 1 : so Sychem, Sychar ; and this 
so much the rather because the letters r and m have ob- 
tained I know not what kind of relation and affinity one 
with another. So Dammesek and Darmesek in the Holy 
Scriptures; and the * Samaritans' are the ' Samatians' in 
Dionysius Afer, &c. 

Or, secondly, it might happen that the Jews, by way of 
scoff and opprobrium, might vulgarly call Sychem Sychar, 
either that they might stigmatize the Samaritans as * drunk- 
ards,' Isa. xxviii. i, " Woe to the drunkards p'^3tt?J of 
Ephraim f** or (as the word might be variously writ and pro- 
nounced) might give them some or other disgraceful mark, as 
^ptD signifies prevaricating ; ^"^DtD a mercenary or hireling ; 
^y\D a sepulchre. So Aruch in -^DD, D^np ttnYD ^DID 
Sochere, i. e. sepulchres. He quotes a place " where the words 
are not as they are by him cited ; nor is he consistent with 
himself in the interpretation. But Munster hath ^31D a se* 
pulchre. If it be thus, perhaps QDttT Sychem might be called 
Sychar, because there the twelve patriarchs were hurled ; and 
under that notion the Samaritans might glory in that name. 

Sect. V. — ^y\D X^V Ain Socar ^ in the Talmud, 
May we not venture to render yy\D VV the well of 
Sychar f We meet with both the place and name in Bava 
Kama*^; " There was a time when the sheaf*' [of the first- 
fruits] " was brought ^"^D^^^S P'lM ipfromv Gaggoth Zeriphin, 
and the two loaves^ [those which were to be offered by the 
high-priest] 1D1D TV PVplO ^^ from the valley of the well of 
Sycliar*' So give me leave to render it. Gloss ; " The 
sheaf was wont to be fetched from places in the neighbour- 

^ Schab. fol. 67. I. ^ Bava Kama, fol. 82. a. 

P Leusden^s edition, vol. ii. p. 587. 
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hood of Jerusalem; but now, the fruits having been de- 
stroyed by war, they were fain to fetch it afar off." 

Take, if you will, the whole story : " It is a tradition 
among the Rabbins, that when the Asmonean family mu- 
tually besieged one another, Aristobulus without, and Hjrr- 
canus within, every day they that were besieged within let 
down their money by the wall in a little box, which those 
that were without received, and sent them back their daily 
sacrifice. It came to pass that there was an old man amongst 
them skilled in the wisdom of the Greeks, that told them, 
' So long as they within perform their worship, you will never 
be able to subdue them.' Upon this, the next day they let 
down their money, and the besiegers sent them back a bog ; 
when the hog had got half up the wall, fixing his feet upon 
it, the land of Israel shook four hundred leagues round about. 
From that time they said, ^Cursed be he that breedeth swine : 
cursed be he that teacheth his son the wisdom of the Greeks.^ 
From that time the sheaf of the first-fruits was fetched from 
Gaggoth Zeriphin, and the two loaves from the valley Ein 
Sychar.'' 

This story Is told, with ano^er annexed, in Menachoth 9 : 
''When the time came about that the sheaf should be brought, 
nobody knew from whence to fetch it. They made inquiry, 
therefore, by a public crier. There came a certain dumb man, 
M^ia^WW MT^ Min a'^niW and stretched forth one hand 
iotoards a roof, HS^'^SM m^ MITTI and the other hand^ 
towards a cottage, Mordecai saith to them, ^ Is there any 
place that is called Gaggoth Zeriphin, or Zeriphin Gaggoth V 
They sent and found there was. When they would have of- 
fered the two loaves, but knew not where to get them, they 
made inquiry again by a public crier ; the same dumb man 
comes again, rPi^V^^ XVH^ IWIM and he puts one hand to his 
eye^ M"^yDM M"P t^im and another hand to the hole of the 
doorpost where they put in the bolt. Quoth Mordecai to them, 
' Is there such a place as Ein Sychar, or Sychar Ein V They 
inquired, and found there was.**^ 

But what had Mordecai to do with the times of the As- 

. moneans I One of the Glossators upon this place makes this 

objection ; and the answer is. That whoever were skilled 

<i Menach. fol. 64. a. ^ English folio edit., voL ii. p. 507. 
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either in signs or languages had this name given them from 
Mordecai, who^ in the days of Ahasuems, was so skilled. 

And now let the reader give us his judgment as to name 
and place ; whether it doth not seem to have some relation 
with our toeU of Sy char. It may be disputed on either side. 
I shall only say these things : 

Menaehoth, as before ; ^^ It is commanded that the sheaf 
be brought from some neighbouring place, Il'l'^pn 3^3 vh 
'd D iniM p«"»nD ''hm^'h but if a ripm not in any place 
near Jerusalem, let them fetch it elsewhere J^ Oloss : '* Graggoth 
Zeriphin and Ein Sychar were at a great distance from Je- 
rusalem." So is our Sychar distant far enough indeed. 

*' ^'''^S -ZaripA, and JID'HS Zeripha, denotes a little cottage, 
nrW "ODTO hw \hp where the keeper of fields lodged^:* It 
is described by Aruch in the word Pj'^lS, that " it was covered 
over with osier twigs, the tops of which were bound toge- 
ther, and it was drawn at pleasure from one place to an- 
other/^ &c. 

Gloss, in Erubhin : ]'^Dn» '^201'^ " They that dwelt in those 
cottages were keepers of sheep; they abode in them for a 
month or two, so long as the pasture lasted, and then they 
removed to another plaoe.^ Gt^goth Zeriphin, therefore, sig- 
nifies the roofs of little cottages : and the place seems to be 
so called either from the number of such lodges in that place, 
or from some hills there, that represented and seemed to have 
the shape of such kind of cottages. 

Such cottages may come to mind when we read, Luke ii. 8, 
of the shepherds watching their flocks by night. But this is 
out of our way. 

CHAP. V. 

Bethesda^ John v. 2. 
I. The situation of the Probatica. II. The fountain of Siloam^ 
and its streams. III. The pool XTW Shelahhy and the pool 
Tvhw Shiloahh. IV. The Targumist on Eccles. ii. 5 noted, 
V. The fountain of Etam. The Water-gaie. 

Sect. I. — The situation of the Probatica. 
It is commonly said that the npo)3on*c7> wtJXty, the Pro^ 
baiica, or the Sheep-gaie (for let us annex the word gate 

^ ErabbiD, fol.65.2. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



362 Clhorographical inquiry. 

to it, out of Neh. iii. i), or, at leasts Bethesda» was neiu: the 
Temple. Consult the commentators, and they almost all 
agree in this opinion. With their good leave, let it not be 
amiss to interpose these two or three things : 

I. That no part of the outward wall of the city (which 
this Sheep-gate was) could be so near the Temple, but that 
some part of the city must needs lie between. Betwixt the 
north gates and the Temple, Zion was situated ; on the west, 
was part of Zion and Millo ; on the south, Jerusalem, as it is 
distinguished from Zion ; on the east, the east street, whose 
gate is not the Sheep-gate^ but the Water-gate. 

II. The ITpojSanK^ Trikq, the Sheep-gate, according to Ne- 
hemiah'^s description, should be situated on the south " wall 
of the city, not far from the corner that pointed south-east ; 
'so that a considerable part of Jerusalem lay betwixt the 
Temple and this gate. 

We have elsewhere made it plain that Sion was situated 
on the north part of the city, contrary to the mistake of the 
tables^ which place it on the south. Now, therefore, consi- 
der to how great an extent the wall must run before it can 
come to any part of Zion ; to wit, to the stairs that go down 
from the city of David, ver. 15, which were on the west ; and 
thence proceed to the sepulchres of David, ver. i(S; till it 
come at length to the ^ Water-gate, and Ophel towards the 
east, ver. 26 : and thence to the corner near which is the 
Sheep-gate^ ver. 31, 32; and this will plainly evince that 
the description and progress in Nehemiah is, first, of the 
south wall, from the Sheep-gate to the west corner; then 
of the west wall ; and so to the northern and the eastern ; 
which makes it evident that the Sheep-gate is on the south 
wall, a little distant from the corner which looks south-east, 
which could not but be a considerable distance from the 
Temple, because no small part of Jerusalem, as it was dis- 
tinguished from Zion, laid between. 

Sect. II. — The fountain of Siloam^ and its streams. 
Our inquiry into Bethesda (if I be not greatly mistaken) 
must take its rise from the fountain of Siloam. 

I. The proper and ancient name for the fountain of Si- 

« Leusden*s edition, vol. ii. p. 588. * English folio edit., vol. ii. p, 508. 
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loam^ was Gihon, i Kings i. 33 ; '^ Bring ye him [Solomon] 
down to Gihon/' Targmn^ to * Siloam :' Kimohi y, " Gihon 
is Siloam, and is called by a twofold name/' The tables 
that describe Jerusalem speak of a ' mount Gihon ;' by what 
warrant I cannot tell : if they had said the 'fountain Gihon ,^ 
it might have pleased better. 

II. How that name 'Gihon' should pass into * Siloam/ is 
difficult to say. " The waters" of it are mentioned, Isa. viii. 6, 
to signify the reign and sovereignty of the house of David. 
So the Targum and Sanhedrin'. ^' Babh Joseph saith. If there 
had been no Targum of this Scripture, we had not known 
the sense of it, which is this : Forsomuch as this people is 
weary of the house of David, whose reign hath been gentle 
as the flowing of the waters of Siloam, which are gentle/** &c. 
Therefore it was not in vain that David sent his son Solomon 
to be anointed at Gihon or Siloam, for he might look upon 
those waters as some type or shadow by which the reign of 
his house should be deciphered. 

III. The situation of it was behind the west wall, not far 
from the comer that pointed towards the south-west. "ETrcira 
irpiff voTov virip r^v XiKmhfJL imfTTpi<f>ov 'nrjyrjVj fvOfif re iriXip 
iKKXCvov TTpbs avaToXrjv " The» wall bent southward above 
the fountain of Siloam, and then again inclined towards the 
east." . 

The waters of this spring, by different streams, derived 
themselves into two fish-pools, as seems hinted in ^ Ghron. 
xxxii. 30 : " Hezekiah stopped the upper water-course of 
Gihon, and brought it straight down to the west side of the 
city of David/' where a MS. of the Targum, ri'^apDD H^ p^ 
prra "Htt : instead of '^^O we should write "HTD of the waters: 
T^ynai pnn'' h^y\tr\ ; I suspect that for ]^ai-^Dn, should 
be written pin02 in pipes : "He stopped up the upper waters 
of Gihon, and brought them in pipes." But to let this pass, 
that which I would observe is this : that there was a water- 
course from Gihon or Siloam, which was called the ** upper 
water-course,*" which flowed into a pool, called also the " upper 
pool,^ Isa. xxxvi. 2 ; and, as it should seem, the ** old pool," 
Isa. xxii. 1 1 5 by Josephus ** the pool" or " fish-pool of Solo- 
mon ;*" for so he, in the place before cited. 

J Rimchi in loo. » Joseph, de Bell. v. 13. [Hud- 

*Targ.[adloc.]SaDbedr.fol.94.2. sod, p. 1323. 1. 23.] [▼.4. 2.] 
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"EvOtv re viXiv iKuKCvov vphs ivaroXiiv inl ttiv ^Ko^iQvos 
KoKvixPi/jOpav ^* The vxM again inclined eastward, even to 
SohmovCe fish-jHrnd, and going on to the place called Ophel, 
it came over-against the eastern porch of the Temple.^ From 
whence we may gather that Solomon's fish-pool was within, 
hard by the east wall of the city, and on this side the place 
they called Ophel : which does so well agree with the situa- 
tion of Bethesda within the sheep-gate, that it seems to me 
beyond all doubt or question, that Solomon^s pool and the 
pool of Bethesda were one and the same. 

Sect. III. — The pool TVT^ fShelahh, and the pool 
Tvhw Shiloah. 

By another stream the waters of Siloam are derived into 
another pool, which is called the Lower Pool, Isa. xxii. 9, 
and the King^s Pool, Neh. ii. 14; near the west wall of Sion. 

We have the mention of it also in Neh. iii. 15 : rt3^3 
*^ vSn ];5y n v^^ the pool of SHoam by the king's garden. 
Where we may observe that it is here written nblO Shelahh, 
different from Hi^tt) Shiloahhy Isa. viii. 6 ; by a difference 
hardly visible in Bibles not pointed : indeed, sometimes over- 
looked by myself, and so, as is evident, by others. For Tr7W 
is rendered in the very same sound with Shiloahh, in the 
Complutensian, Vulgar, English, and French Bibles. And, 
in St. John ix. 7, where there is mention of the pool Siloam, 
some commentators refer you to that text in Nehemiah. 

The Greek interpreters did, indeed, observe the difference, 
and thus render the words of Nehemiah, KoXvfifirjOpas rw 
K(ahL(av VQ Kovp^ tov fiaa-iXim' " The pool of skins by the 
king's wool ^" Nor doth the Italian overlook it ; for that 
renders it thus : " La Piscina di Selac presso al orto del Re {" 
" The Fish-pond of Selac hard by the garden of the king." 

It is observable in the Greek version, that whereas they 
render the word by rjj Kovpq tov )3a<rtAc«s, the kings ioool^ 
or hairj they may seem to have read t3i a Jleece of voooh 
for ]3l a garden. And whereas they translate n7® i^?^5 
by KoKvfxfirjOpa t&v kMohv, the pool of skim, thoy follow the 
signification of the word as it is frequently used amongst the 
Talmudists. 

^ English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 509. 
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Now, therefore, here ariseth a question, whether that pool 
be the pool of Siloam or no : which as yet hath hardly been 
questioned ^ by any, and, for some time, not by myself. But 
I am now apt to think that it was so distinguished betwixt 
the two pools, that the lower pool retaining its name of the 
* Pool of Shelahh,' the upper pool obtained that of * Siloahh.' 

For, 

I. How otherwise should that distinction of the Greek 
version arise, but that the interpreters followed the common 
pronunciation of the word Shelahh, when they render it t&v 
K(^hC<av, of sKm. 

II. Those words of St. John ix. 7, Eh t^ KoXyfiPrjOpav rod 
2i\<ahfjL, h ipfir)V€ikTai '^AiteaToKfiivos, " in the pool of Siloaro, 
which is by interpretation. Sent/' seem to intimate that there 
were two pools of a very near sound, whereof one signified 
^ATTfOToA/i^vos, Sent, the other not. 

III. The Jerusalem Talmudists seem to say that the upper 
pool was called the * Pool of Siloam^ in these words : " He<* 
that is unclean by a dead body doth not enter into the mount 
of the Temple. It is said that they appear only in the court. 
Whence do you measure ! from the wall, or from the houses ? 
It is Samuel's tradition, HI v'^ttTD from Siloam : now Siloam 
was in the midst of the city.*^ 

The question here propounded is, whether he that is un- 
clean by a dead body may be permitted to enter the Temple : 
and the stating of it comes to this, that inquiry be made 
within what measure he is to be admitted ; whether within 
the wall of the Temple, or at that distance where the houses 
next to the Temple end ; especially where the houses of Si- 
loam end. 

Now, whereas they say TOnDH J«OM3 PTH Txh^ thai 
Siloam is in the midst of the city^ it must by no means be un- 
derstood of the fountain itself, for that was plainly without 
the city ; nor yet of the lower pool Shelahh, for that also was 
without the city, or scarce within it. There is, therefore, no 
third, unless that this upper pool be called ' the pool of Si- 
loam,' and that it give denomination to the adjacent part of 
the city, to wit, to the five porches and the buildings about 
it : which though they were not in the very centre of the city, 

<^ Leusden's ediium, vol. ii. p. 589. ^ Chagigah, fol. 76. i. 
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yet they might properly enough be said to be in the middle 
of it, because they were situated a good way within the walls. 
'O wupyos iv r^ StAwo/ut, Luke xiii. 4, " the tower of Siloam,^ 
was amongst these buildings. 

Sbct. IV. — The Targumist on Eccles. ii. 5 noted. 
It is an even lay, whether the Targumist on this place deal 
more cunningly or more obscurely. The passage is about 
the king's gardens : and he. " I planted me all trees of spioe, 
Mpi^n p ''pnon '^:h^ "^rrh M^^inn which the gobUna and 
the demons brought me out of India :" and then goes on, 

rrh'^wi «"^D rj'^s hv uhmvy^ «nip yw p rrDinm 

and the hound of it was from the wall that is %n Jerusalem^ 
hy the bank of the waters of Siloam. Bender ^''S /^ juxta 
ripam^ by the bank for illustration's sake; for ad ripam, 
to the bank (as the Latin interpreter renders it), although 
it might signify the same, yet it may also signify something 
else, and so become a difficulty not to be resolved. Besides, 
it is to be observed, that it is hv ^pon, or above^ not iy unto. 

The meaning of the Targumist seemeth to be this ; that 
the king's gardens were bounded in this manner. They ex- 
tended from the descent of Zion, until they came over-against 
Shelahh, or the lower pool; even to the beginning of the 
wall of the city, which is in Jerusalem : which wall runs near 
to the bank of the waters of Siloam. 

That passage in Neh. iii. 15 illustrates this; ''the gate 
of the fountain repaired Shallum, and the wall of the pool 
of Shelahh by the king's gardens.*" * The gate of the foun- 
tain/ whether that was called so from the pool of Siloam, or 
otherwise, was at some distance from the king^s pool, Neh. 
ii. 14: and by the wall of the city, that ran between the gate 
and the pool, there was a rivulet, drawn from the fountain 
into that pool. 

The words of the Targumist, therefore, are to be so ren- 
dered as that the king's gardens may not be said to extend 
themselves to the bank of the waters of Siloam ; but that the 
wall of Jerusalem ran along by the bank of those waters, and 
the garden to the first part of® that wall. So that he does 
not call the lower pool by the name of mTtU Siloahh ; but by 
c English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 5 10. 
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' the waters of 8iloahh' he understands the stream that came 
from the fountain and fell into that pool. 

Sect. V. — The fountain of Etam. The water-gate. 

The collector of the Hebrew Cippiy Orave-stones, hath 
this passage concerning the fountain of Etam : Tl 'Jill 
"W Dr^^y ]'^y D'^'7^1^7 p"ian " Fn the way betwixt Hebron 
and Jerusalem, is the fountain Etam, from whence the waters 
are conveyed by pipes into the great pool at Jerusalem.^ It 
is so translated by the learned Hettinger, who also himself 
adds, " I suppose here is meant the Probatica, or the pool by 
the Sheep-gate.*" 

The Babbins often and again tell us of an aqueduct from 
the fountain of Etam to Jerusalem. But it may very well be 
doubted whether that fountain be in the way to Hebron ; 
or whether those waters ran into the pool by the Sheep-gate. 
For, 

I. If the fountain of Etam be the same with the waters 
of Nephtoah, mentioned Josh. xv. 9 ; which the Oloss sup- 
poseth f (where it is treating about the fountain of Etam), 
then it lieth quite in another quarter from Hebron ; for He- 
bron lies on the south, and Nephtoah on the west. 

II. The waters streaming from the fountain Etam were 
not conveyed into the city, but into the Temple : which 
might be abundantly made out from the Talmudists, if there 
were any need for it. And probably Aristeas hath respect 
to this aqueduct : "Tbaroi bi iuiKXenrrSs inTi (riiaTaais, &c. 
" There is a confluence of water that never fails [speaking of 
the Temple] ; asjif there were a great spring within naturally 
flowing : and for the space of five furlongs (as appeared every- 
where about the Temple), there were certain receptacles 
made, under the earth, by a wondrous and unspeakable 
art." And g a little after : " They led me out of the city 
above four furlongs, where one bade me lean down my head 
at a certain place, and listen to the noise that the flow of 
waters there made/' &c. 

In a word, to any one that is conversant in the Talmudic 
authors, nothing can be more plain than that the aqueduct 
from the fountain of Etam was into the Temple, and not into 

f Joma, fol. 31 . 1. s Leusden*s edition, vol. ii. p. 590. 
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the city ; and it is plain enough in Holy Writ that the aque- 
duct into the sheep-pool was from the fountiun of Siloam : 
which also from that spring, from whence it was derived, is 
called the ' Pool of Siloam;' and from him that first made it, 
the ' Pool of Solomon ;' and from the miraculous medicinal 
virtue in it, * the Pool of Bethesda.^ 

As to the Water-gate, we find it mentioned Neh. iiL 26, 
situated on the east wall of the city ; called the ^ Water-gate' 
because through that the waters flowed out of the Temple ; 
and perhaps those also out of Bethesda. For, whereas the 
waters ran incessantly out of Etam into the Temple, and 
those that were more than needed flowed out of the Temple, 
they all fell down into the valley that lay between the Temple 
and Jerusalem, and emptied themselves by that gate which 
bore the name of the ' Water-gate' upon that account. And 
it is probable that the pool of Bethesda, which also had its 
constant supply by the aqueduct from the spring of Siloam, 
did also continually empty itself along the descent of the hill 
Aero, through the same gate, and so into the brook Kedron. 

CHAP. Vl.h 
2roa Tov ^oKofjuavTos. Solomon's Porch, John x. 23. 
I. Some obscure hints ahotU the Gate of Huldah and the Priesfs 
Gate. II. Solomon^ s Porch ; which it tcas^ and where* 
in. The Gate of Shushan, or Susan. The Bench of the 
Twenty-three there. Shops there. IV. Short hints of th4 
' condition of the Second Temple. 

Sect. I. — Some obscure hints of the Gate of Huldah^ 
and the Priests Gate. 

From Solomon's Pool proceed we to Solomon's P<Ht;h ; 
which we have also recorded. Acts v. 12. Possibly it is the 
^Toa Boo-iXiic^, ^ the King's Gate ;' both the title and the mag- 
nificence of it make it probable. For, as Josephus tells us, 
it was ipyoi; if tcu^iyyfp-or^irwv r&v 1;^' ^X6», " one of the most 
memorable works under the sun^." 

That king's porch was situated on the south side of the 
Temple, having under it on the wall STfTin "HSW "^3© the 

^ English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 511. 

* Antiq. lib. xv. cap. 14. [Hudson, p. 703. 1. ai.] [zv. 11. 5.] 
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ttoo gates o/Huldah^. At which gates 1 rathar admire than 
believe or UDderstand what I meet with concerning them; 
^^ Behold \ he stands behind our wall, that is, behind the west 
wall of the Temple ; because the Holy Blessed One hath sworn 
that it shall never be destroyed. rrniH "^VVD pSH IJWI 
abyifh "ain vh The Prieds ffoie also, and Huldah's gate, 
were newr to be destroyed till 6od shall renew them/' 

What gate that of the priest's should be, I am absolutely 
ignorant; imless it should be that over which was nSSH 
M'^tOIITQ " the conclave of the fiovKevr&v, the counsellors^ 
where was the bench and the consistory of the priests. 

But be it this, or be it that^ how do these and the rest 
agree with what Josephus relateth ? 

" Csesar ^ commanded that the whole city and Temple 
should be destroyed, saving only those towers which were 
above the rest ; viz. Phasaelus, the Hippie, and Mariamne, 
and the west wall. The wall, that it might be for the gar- 
rison soldiers ; the towers, as a testimony how large and how 
fortified a city the Roman valour had subdued. Tov V IlKKov 
iwavra ttjs 7((Xea>9 TtfpCfiokov oUrnis ^^co/uuiAto-ai; ol KaToaKinTOP' 
T€Sy ii£ fji/rfii TtdvoT oUrjOiivai islffTiv hv fri Trapaaxeiv tois TTpotr- 
€kOov(Ti; '^ But as to all the rest of the eity and its whole com- 
pass, they so defaced and demolished it, that posterity or 
strangers will hardly believe there was ever any inhabited 
city there." Which all agrees well enough with what we 
frequently meet with in the Jewish writers; that Tumus 
Bufus drew a plough over the city and Temple. He is called 
in Josephus Terentius Bufus, "Apxiav Trjs (rrpana^ ". 

Sect. II. — Solomon's Porch ; which it was^ and where. 
Through the * Gate of Huldah' you enter into the Court of 
the Gentiles, and that under the Sroa BacrtXticT^, the King's 
Gallery ; which, from the name itself and gallantness of the 
structure, might seem worthy of such a founder as Solomon. 
But this is not the porch or gallery which we seek for, nor 
had it the name of royal from king Solomon, but from king 
Herod. 

^ Middoth, cap. i. son, p. 1205. 1. 15.] j^vii. i. i.] 

1 In Schir Rabba, fol. 16. 4. ^ De Bell. lib. vu. cap. i. [viL 

«n De Bell. lib. vii. cap. i. [Hud- a. a.] 
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Josephus, ia this inquiry of ours, will lead us elsewhere ; 
who thus tells us <>, "Hhri l\ t6t€ koX rb Upov hfrikearo, " At 
this time was the Temple finished '' [i. e. under Gessius Fla- 
ms, the procurator of Judea about the eleventh or twelfth 
year of Nero] ; " the people, therefore, seeing the workmen 
were at leisure" [the work of the Temple being now wholly 
finished], " being in number more than eighteen thousand» 
importune the king" [Agrippa] rijv ivaroXii^p aroav iveyetpcu^ 
'' that he toould repair the eastern porch" Here are some 
things not unworthy our observation ; partly, that the Temple 
itself was not finished till this time ; and then, that the eastern 
porch was neither then finished, nor, indeed, was there any at 
all ; for Agrippa, considering both how great a sum of money, 
and how long a space of time would be requisite for so great a 
work, rejected their suit. Herod, as it should seem from P 
Josephus, finished the Temple, and the Pronaon, the parch 
-before it, and the ^rohv BacrtXtic^i;, the Eoyal Gallery. But 
what he finished further, about the courts and cloister-walks, 
it does not appear. It is manifest, indeed, that there was a 
great ^ deal left unperfected by him ; when the whole was 
not finished till the very latter end of Nero's reign, and 
scarcely before that fatal war in which the Temple was burnt 
and buried in its own ruins : which observation will be of use 
when we come to John ii. 20, " Forty and six years was this 
Temple in building/' 

Josephus proceeds, as to the eastern gallery : ^Hv hi fj <rroct 
Tov niv !((ad€v Upov' Now that was the gallery of the oxdnoaird 
TempUy overlooking a deep valley, supported by walls of four 
hundred cubits, made of great square stone, very white : the 
length of each stone was twenty cubits, and the breadth six. 
''Epyop 2o\o/Aa)ro9 tov Ba<ri\i<as itpirov h^niapAvov to avpmav 
Up6v' "The work of king Solomon, who first founded the whole 
Temple.*" There needs no commentary upon these words ; the 
hfarokiic^ oto&, the east gallery was first Ipyov J^oXofMvo^, 
Solomon's work : which plainly points which and where was 
Solomon's Porch ; namely, upon the outer wall of the Temple, 
towards the east, as the Royal Gallery was upon the south 
wall. 

o Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 8. [Hud- ^ Englishfolioedit,,voh^. p. ^12. 
son, p. 898. 1.44.] [xx. 9. 7.] Q Leusden's edit,, vol.ii. p. 591. 
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Sect. III. — The Gate of Shtishan. The assembly of the 

Twenty-three there. The tahem(B, or * shops,' where 

things were sold for the Temple. 

There was but one gate to this east wall, and that was 
called ^«n» 15W the Gate of Shushan. m'^in' \rr\W yhv 
rniS " Because upon that gate was engraven the figure of 
Shushan, the metropolis of Persia." 

It is no wonder if they cherished the memory of Shushan 
and the Persian empire, because it was under that empire 
that the Temple was built ; nor had they, indeed^ ever re- 
ceived much damage thence. But it is something strange, 
that that sculpture should remain after so long a time that 
that kingdom had been abolished ; and, after them, first 
the Greeks, then the Bomans, had obtained the universal 
monarchy. 

^^ Upon ^ this gate the priest looked when he burnt the 
red heifer.*" For, slaying the heifer upon the mount of 
Olives directly before the Temple when he sprinkled the 
Mood, he looked towards the holy of holies *. The Gkite of 
Shushan, therefore, was not of height equal with the others, 
but built something lower, that it might not hinder his 
prospect». 

Upon this gate was the assembly of the Twenty-three held. 
" There ^ were three assemblies ; one upon the Gate of the 
mountain of the Temple'*^ [that is, upon the Gbite Shushan] : 
" another upon the Gate of the Court *" [that is, upon the 
-Gate of Nicanor] : " a third, in the room Gazith." 

Going into the court by the Gate Shushan, both on the 
right hand and on the left, there was a portico, upheld by a 
double row of pillars, that made a double piazza. And either 
within or about that portico were the ni3n tabemce, or 
shopsy where salt, and oil, and frankincense, with other ne- 
cessary materials for the altar, were sold ; but by what right, 
upon such sacred ground let the buyer or the seller, or both, 
look to that. 

" The great Sanhedrim removed from the room Gazithy, 

' Middoth, cap. i. hal. 3. ^ Midd. cap. 2. hal. 4. 

« Ibid. ^ Sanhedr. cap. 11. hal. 2. 

t Parab, cap. 3. hal. 9. ^ Rosh Hashaoah, fo]. 31. i. 

B b a 
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m^nV to the sliopsy and from the shops into Jerusalem.^ Not 
that the Sanhedrim could sit in the shops where such things 
were sold ; but the lower part of that was all called by the 
common name of the Tabernse, or shops. 

Sect. IV. — Short hints of the condiHan of the second 
Temple. 

The Jews, upon their return from Babylon, at first made 
use of an altar without a Temple, till the Temple was finished 
under Darius the Second. And then they made use of the 
Temple without the ark, a priesthood without the Urim and 
Thummim, and sacrifices without fire from heaven. In some 
of these things they were necessitated by present circum- 
stances ; in other things they were directed by the prophets, 
that flourished at that time. 

Under the Persian empire^ they went on quietly with 
the Temple, little or nothing molested or incommoded by 
them^ unless in that affair under Bagos, mentioned by Jo- 
sephus^. 

But under the Greeks happened the calamity of the 
Temple and nation ; and all those dreadful things which 
are spoken concerning God by Ezekiel the prophet^ were 
fulfilled in the tyranny of this empire. For Gog, in that 
prophet, was no other than the Grecian» empire warring 
against the people and sanctuary, and true worship of God. 
It was a long time that the Jewish nation suffered very hard 
things from that kingdom ; the relation of which we have^ 
both in Josephus and the books of the Maccabees. The 
chief actor in those tmgedies was Antiochus Epiphanes^ the 
bloodiest enemy that the people and religion of the Jews ever 
had : who, besides other horrid things he acted against their 
law and religion, profaned the Temple and the altar, and 
made the daily sacrifice to cease for " a thousand and three 
hundred days,'' Dan. viii. 14, or ^ one thousand two hundred 
and ninety days/ chap. xii. 11 : a round'number for " a time, 
and times, and half a time,'' chap. vii. 25, xii. 7 ; that is, 
" three years and a half." 

Of the insolences of the Greeks against the Temple, we 

* Autiq. lib. xi. cap. 7. [Hudson, p. 500.] [xi. 7. i.] 

* EngltthfoUo edition, vol. ii. p. 513. 
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read in Middotk: *^ In^ the railed place" [that divided the 
Chel from the court of the Gentiles] ISnS» 11 VH niSTlD 3 
p^ '^bvQ there were thirteen breeches which the hinge of Greece 
made upon ity &c. And that of the impudent woman; 
^' Maryc, the daughter of Bilgah, apostatized, and married 
a certain Greek soldier. She came^ and struck upon the top 
of the altar, crying out, DTJ317 D1p17 toolf, wolf! thou 
that devourest the wealth of Israel ; and yet in the time of 
her extremity canst not help her." The same things are told 
of Titusd. 

But« the heaviest thing of all was, when Antiochus pro- 
faned the Temple and the altar, nor would allow any sacri- 
fices to be offered there but heathenish and idolatrous. Of 
which persecution consult i Mace. i. and Josephus, Antiq. 
lib. xii. cap. 7. [xii. 5.] Indeed, this waste and profanation of 
sacred things lasting for three years and a half, so stuck in 
the stomachs of the Jews, that they retained that very 
number as famous and remarkable ; insomuch that they often 
make use of it when they would express any thing very sad 
and afflictive. 

'' There f came one from Athens to Jerusalem, and stayed 
there three years and a half, to have learnt the language of 
wisdom, but could not learn it. Vespasian s besieged Jeru- 
salem for three years and a half; and with him were the 
princes of Arabia, Africa, Alexandria, and Palestine, &c. 
Three^ years and a half did Hadrian besiege Betar. The^ 
judgment of the generation of the deluge was twelve months : 
the judgment of the Egyptians twelve months : the judgment 
of Job was twelve months : the judgment of Gog and Magog 
was twelve months : the judgment of the wicked in hell 
twelve months. But the judgment of Nebuchadnezzar was 
three years and a half: and the judgment of Vespasian three 
years and a half. Nebuchadnezzar^ stayed in Daphne of 
Antioch, and sent Nebuzar-adan to destroy Jerusalem. He 
continued there for three years and a half.'' 

There are many other passages of that kind, wherein they 
do not so much design to point out a determinate space of 

^ Middoth, cap. 2. hal. 3. ' Echah Rabbathi, fol. 60. 4. 

« Jenis. Succah, fol. 55. 4. 9 Ibid. f.64. i. ^ Ibid. f. 71. i. 

^ In Avoth R. Nathan, cap. i. ^ Ibid. fol. 66. 2. 

« Leu$de»*e editiom, voL ii. p. 59a. ^ Ibid. fol. 79. a. 
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time, as to allude to that miserable state of affairs they were 
in under Antiochus. And perhaps it had Been much more 
for the reputation of the Christian commentators upon the 
Book of the Revelations, if they had looked upon that number, 
and the " forty-and-two months," and the " thousand two 
hundred and sixty days," as spoken allusivdy, and not applied 
it to any precise or determinate time. 

By the way, whilst we are speaking of the persecution 
under the Greeks, we cannot but call to mind the story in 
the Second Book of Maecab. vii, of the mother and her 
seven sons, that underwent so cruel a martyrdom : because 
we meet with one very like it, if not the same^ only the name 
changed. 

"*We* are killed all the day long, we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter,^ Psalm xliv. %2, Rab. Judah saitb. 
This may be understood of the woman and her seven sons. 
They brought forth the first before Caesar, and they said unto 
him^ Worship idols. He answered and said to them, It 18 
written in our law, I am the Lord thy God. Then they car- 
ried him out and slew him. They brought the second be- 
fore Caesar,'* &c. Which things are more largely related in 
Echah Rabbathi'", where the very name of the woman is 
expressed: n'^ltDaO DWm HI DnO TV'n MS^n» Djr 
*' Marify the daughter of Nackton, who was taJcen captive with 
her seven sons. Caesar took them and shut them up within 
seven gates. He brought forth the first and commanded, 
saying, Worship idols," &c. 

The story seems wholly the same, only the names of An- 
tiochus and Caesar changed; of which the reader, having 
consulted both, may give his own judgment. And because 
we are now fallen into a comparing of the story in the Mac- 
cabees with the Talmudists» let us compare one more in Jose- 
phus with one in the same authors. 

Josephus tells us, that he foretold it to Vespasian, that 
he should be emperor». Vespasian commanded that Jose- 
phus should be kept with all the diligence imaginable, that 
he might be conveyed safely to Nero ; which when Josephus 
understood) he requested that he might be permitted to 

1 Gittin, fol. 57. 2. n De Bell. Jud. lib. iii. cap. 37. 

n» Fol. 67. 4. and 68. i. [Hudson, p. 1146. 1.44.] [iii.». 9.] 
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impart something of moment to Vespasian himself alone. 
Vespasian having commanded all out of the room^ except 
Titus and two other of his friends, Josephus accosts him 
thus, Nipoivl fjL€ Tr4tiv€is; " Are you sending me to Nero ? Thou 
thyself, O Vespasian, shalt be Csesar and emperor, thou and 
this thy son/' &o. 

The Talmudists attribute such a prediction to Babban 
Joohanan Ben Zaccai, in the tracts before quoted; w. 
^ Babban^ Jochanan Ben Zaccai was carried out in a coffin, 
as one that is dead, out of Jerusalem. He went to Vespa- 
sian's army and said, Where is your kingP ? They went and 
told Vespasian, There is a certain Jew desireth admission ta 
you. Let him come in, saith he. When he came in, he 
said, «D*7D ^ih"» i^T^hw MD^r^D 1[hv i^^hw Live, Hng^ 
Uvey kinff^ [So in Gittin ; but in Midrash, Live ''"It^O 
1*1l07Dt^ my lord the emperor,'] " Saith Vespasian, You sa- 
lute me as if I were king, but I am not so ; and the king will 
hear this, and judge such a one to death. To whom he, 
Although' vou are not king yet, you shall be so, Y^Tl tVrn 
"^ha ^l^ 7^ w'rM ann «n"^! /or this Temple must not be 
destroyed but by a king's hand; as it is written, ' Lebanon 
shall fall by a mighty one,*" Isa. x. 34, 

To which of these two, or whether indeed to both, the 
glory of this prediction ought to be attributed, I leave it to 
the reader to judge ; returning to the times of the Greeks. 

The army and forces of the enemy being defeated under 
the conduct of Judah the Maccabee, the people begin to 
apply themselves to the care and the restoration of the 
Temple, and the holy things. The story of which we meet 
with I Mace. iv. 43, &c. and in Josephus <i, whose words are 
worth our transcribing; Thv Naoi; ^lovha^ iprjfwv cSpc, koI 
KaTair€'np7j(rfA4vas rhs TruXas, koI ^vrci bih rtiv iprjfxCav avT6fxaTa 
iv rf Up^ PtpXcumiKSTa' ''He found the Temple desolated, 
the gates burnt ; and the grass, through the mere solitude of 
the place, springing up there of its own accord : therefore he 
and his followers wept, being astonished at the sight.'' 

They ', therefore, apply themselves to the purging of the 



® Gittin. fol.56. 1, et Echah Rab- <i Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 11. [Hud- 

ithi, fol. 64. 3. son, p. 540. 1. 18.] [xii. 7. 6. J 

P English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 614. ' LeusdeiCs edttion, vol. ii. p. 593. 
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Temple, making up the breaches; and, as Middoth in the 
place above speaks, " Those thirteen breaches, which the 
Grecians had made, rO^nnttH 'T pM3 lltai mmjl TlWl 
they repaired ; and, according to the number of those breaches, 
they instituted thirteen adoraiions.'" 

The altar, because it had been profimed by Gentile sacri- 
fices, they pull it wholly down, and lay up the stdnes in a 
certain chamber near the court. 

^^ Towards» the north-east there was a certain chamber 
where the sons of the Asmoneans laid up the stones of thai 
altar, which the Grecian kings had profaned :'' and that 
(as the Book of the Maccabees hath it) yA^pi tw Ttapayiinf- 
Bfjrai TTpoifipffniv, tov aTTOKpiOTJvM TTcpl avT&p : " till there might 
come a prophet that should direct them what to do with 
them." 

Nor did it seem without reason : for, whereas those stones 
had once been consecrated, they would by no means put them 
to any commcm use ; and since they had been profaned, they 
durst not put them to any holy use. 

The rest of the Temple they restored, purged, iiepaired, 
as may be seen in the places above quoted; and, <>alhe.fi¥e- 
and-twentieth of the month Cisleu, they celebrated the feast 
of the Dedication, and established it for an anniversary so- 
lemnity, to be kept eight days together. Of the rites of that 
feast I shall say more in its proper place ; and, for the sake 
of it, I have been the larger in these things. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Various things. 

I. "E<l>paiii,—*JEphraim,'John xi.54. il. pID IV2 'BethMaron/ 

and ^yno ' A Maronite.' III. Chalamish, Naveh, and other 

obscure places. IV. Xa^evo^o, * Chaphenatha^' i Mace. xii. 37. 

V. The Targum of Jonathan upon Numb, xxxiv. 8, notetL 

Sect. I. — 'E<^paJ)ut, 'Ephraim,' John xi. 54. 

Beth-el, and Jeidianah, and pISV JB^hraim^ are mentioned 

together, a Chron. xiii. 19 ; and Beth-el and Ephraim in 

Josephus: " Vespasian * subdued two toparchies or lordships, 

the Gophnitic and Acrabatene, n^O' &s BrfirjXa re Koi 'E^potf* 

' Middoth, cap. i. hal. 6. 
* De Bell. lib. iv. cap. 33. [Hudson, p. 1200, 1. 34.] [iv. 9. 9.] 
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itoXlxvia* after which he took Beth-el and Ephraim, two Uttle 
cities." 

In the Targumist it is written p^SV ^'ith a Van, and is 
thus pointed ^"^05^, and rendered by the Greek interpreters 
^E<l>pQv, Ephron. But the Masorah tells us it must be read 
by Jod, p'^cy Ephraim. Nor do I question but that it is 
the same with Josephus's Ephraim, and the D^*)D3^ Ephraim 
of the Talmudists ^y of which we have discoursed in our Gho- 
rographical Century, chap. liii. 

It is probable it was a city in the land of Benjamin, as also 
was Beth-el, which is mentioned at the same time with it. 
Now Beth-el was the utmost border of the tribe of Benjamin', 
as it lay towards the tribe of Ephraim 3^. But where this 
Ephraim should lie, it is not so plain. Only this our evan- 
gelist speaks of it, — that it was " near the wilderness ;*' that 
is (as it should seem), near the wilderness of Judea, in the 
way from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

Sect. II.— p^D T\^^ 'Beth Maron,' and ^ynt^ 'A MaroniteJ 
*^ There' goes a story of a brother and a sister : he was 
in aVn ttna Gush Halah ; she in \no fl'^l Beth Maron. 
There happened a fire in his house, that was in Gush Halab ; 
his isister comes from Beth Maron^ and embraced and kissed 
him.'' 

Now l7n 8D3 Gush Halab was in the tribe of Asher, as 
appears in Menacoth^: where there is a story of a most 
precious oil bought in Gush Halab, in the tribe of Asher, 
such as could not be bought in any other place. 

And so perhaps that may be understood of pID H^ Beth 
Maron^ being so near to Gush Halab^ which we meet with 
in Jerusalem Kiddushin^; ni rVTW in« "^THOl rwy» 
Tttni'^l " There goes a story of a certain Maronite" [for so let 
us render it], " who lodged in Jerusalem. He was a very 
wealthy man ; and, when he would have parted his riches 
amongst his kindred, they told him it was not lawful for him 
to do it, unless he would buy some land/' &c. 



« Id Menachoth, cap. 9. > Sbemoth Rabba, § 5. 

« English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 5 1 5 . » Fol. 85 . 3. 

y Joseph. Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. [v. *> Fol. 6. 3. et Dava Batbra, fol. 

I. 22.'] 17. 1. 
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"^TTit^ may not unfitly te rendered a Maranits^ though not 
in the same sense wherein it is now commonly understood ; 
but as signifying ' one coming from the town Maron^ or 
Beth Maron/ Render it Maronensian^ and then there is no 
difficulty. 

And to this, perhaps, may refer that passage in Bosh 
Hashanah^: In the beginning of the year, D7W ''t^l v3 
\\1D "^333 V^^h Y'^yW All that come into the world pass be- 
fore God, as the sons o/AIaron, G^mara Resh Lachish saith, 
\r)12 ri"! txhv'O^ As the ascenU of Beth Maron. Gloss : 
'' Where the way was so narrow, that two could not walk 
abreast together, for there was a deep vale on each side oi 
the way/^ There are almost the same things in Erubhin ^. 

Sect. III. — Chalamish, Naveh^ and other obscure places. 
Let us take in these also for novelty's sake. 
" God e commanded concerning Jacob, that his enemies 
should be about him : 

rm2^ ^"^"chn p», As Chalamish is to Naioeh. 
pyi27 inn'^, Jericho to Noaran. 
«miD^ Wn^^DID, SusUha to Tiberias, 
^^"^rh «"ItODp, Gastara to Chephar. 
yT\^ irh, Lydda to Ono." 
Gloss : " In Chalamish dwelt the enemies of Israel ; and in 
Naveh, a town near it, dwelt Jews^; and these were afflicted 
by them.^ And elsewhere, " These are the names of places 
where the sinners of the Gentiles, of Moab and Ammon, &c., 
did dwell." 

By the way, it is to be observed that the word, which in 
other places is written ID'^n Chephar, or' Chippar^ in Schir 
Rabbathi is written HD'^n Chephah. Whence in Shemoth 
Rabbas MD^H pi ''tD'^TlM S -B. Abdimi of Chephah, or 
Chippah; the same in Echah Rabbathi^. 

If the distance of the other places might be determined 
by the distance of Susitha from Tiberias, and Lydda from 
Ono, it will be the space of three miles, or thereabouts ; for 
so far were they from one another, as IJhave shewnlin another 

c Fol. i6. 1. <i Fol. 22. 2. Vaiikra Rabba, § 23. 

« Midrash Rabba in Schir. cap. ' Leusden^s edition, voL ii. p. 594. 
2. 2, Echah Rabbathi in cap. 1. 17. i Sect. 29. *» Fol. 64, i,&c. 
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place. But as to the places themselves, where shall we find 
them 2 Where are Chalamish and Naveh ? Where are Caster» 
and Chippar? &c. Let us not^ therefive, give ourselves a 
needless trouble of aaaffdnng what there is no hope of finding 
out; taking notice only thus far, how miserably the face of 
things was changed when there was cause for this complaint ! 
For before, Jericho had flourished with great numbers of 
Jews, there being twelve thousand of the courses of the 
priests, that stood in continual readiness every day : but now 
it was inhabited wholly by its enemies. So was it with 
Lydda once, when it was a most famed school of the Rab- 
bins^ but now an enemy city. These things are worthy of a 
chronological inquiry. 

We find only this of ID'Tf Chippar^ that it was within 
twelve miles from Tsippor. " B. Tanchum^ Bar R. Jeremiah 
was *)Dni in Chippar. They asked him something about 
the law ; and he taught them. They say to him, Have not 
the masters said, that it is forbidden to ^ the scholar to teach 
within twelve miles* distance from his -master ? and behold, 
R. Minni, thy master, is in Tsippor. He answered, "hv "^JV 
T\^)jrV pfe^ Let a curse light upon me if I knew he was in 
Tsippor!*' 

Sect. IV. — Xa(f)€va0a, Chaphenatha, i Mace. xii. 37. 

In the days of Jonathan the Asmonean, ^vvrjxOrjaav rod 
oUoboixelv riiv ttSKiv, koI ijyyiae rov T€[xpvs rov xui^ippov rod 
i$ i(firj\i<iTov, Koi i-nccK^vaaaif to KaXo'ifJL€vov Xa^cva^ci* " They 
came together to build the city, and he approached to the 
wall of the brook, which is on the east ; and they repaired 
that which was called Chaphenatha.** 

Where and what is this Xa<l>€va0h, Chaphenatha f I am apt 
to think it might be some part of the outskirts of the city 
towards the east ; called so much upon the same reason that 
Bethphage was, which was the outmost^ part of the city 
towards the east ; for that was so called, viz. " a place of 
green figs,*" from the fig-trees that grew near it in the mount 
of Olives : so here Xa^€va6a, Chaphenatha^ some part of that 
outmost coast towards the east and mount of Olives, so called 
from the dates growing there. 

For ni'^^D^ Chephanioth is frequently used amongst the 

> Vijikra Rabba, fol. 187. 4. ^ English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 516. 
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Talmudists for the dates of palin«trees, that never come to 
their full maturity : D*^ tjnon pD A sort of ill pahntreeSy 
as the Gloss in Beraooth ^ ; '' the fruit of the palm that never 
ripens." So Aruch in n3D3 Caphnith. By a signification 
near akin to ^3*^? Bme^ and 'iD'TfM Ahefiey which denotes the 
unripe daiee of palms ; from whence, I suppose, Bethany ^ in 
the mount of Olives, is derived. So that some outmost part 
of the city and wall towards mount Olivet was called Beth- 
phage from the figs that grew there, and another part of it 
Chaphenatha from the dates. 

Sect. V. — The Targum of Jonathan upon 
Numb, xxxiv. 8, noted. 

MoMKs hath it thus ; n»n t^lS ^«nn im in» " From 
mount ffor, ye shall point out (the border), unto the entrance of 
Hamath^ and the goings forth of the border shall be to Zedad.'' 

But the Targumist thus; D'UtDIM DI^^IIIDD " From the 
mount Umanus you shall point out your border to "7^3^ 
M^"iaiO the entrance of Tiberias, and the goings out of that 
border, *nitDS pn p tending from the two sides, '^IT yai:h 
nas^t to Codcor Bar Zaamah, «-^nn-^rD 111 '^ISnD'?! and to 
Codcoi Bar Sinegora, vh)Xnr\) D13j7)VT) and Divachenvs and 
Tamegola, unto Osesarea, by which thou enterest into Abela 
of the Cilicians.*' 

Every* word almost in this place must be considered ; as, 
indeed, almost every word of it is obscure. 

I. DmilO Tauros:] This, indeed, is not so obscure, but 
that every one knows mount Taurus, so noted by geogra- 
phers and historians, derived its name ^fu^anjcor^po);, more 
emphatically thence, since H*^tD Taur both in the Ghaldee 
and Syriac signifies a mountain. 

II. D'UWM Umanus:'] Neither is this so very obscure, 
but that all who have turned over the Jewish writings do 
acknowledge it to -be the mountain H^DM Amana^ and who 
have turned over other books, Amanus. But in the mean 
time, I doubt they, as well as myself, cannot tell why the 
same Targumist should call mount Hor, where Aaron died, 
by the same name of D*13D*1M Dim^ Taurus Umanus^ 
Num. XX. [23.] 

III. M'naiO l[h:n^ To the entrance of Tiberias :] It is a 

1 Fol. 57. 2. 
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strange thing the Targumist should be no better read in cbo- 
rography» than to mistake the reading of this word rSGH in 
this place. For it is plain he read HIGH Ohammoth^ or the 
" warm baths of Tiberias, '' when it is really Hamaih, or 
* Antiooh.' He is a blind geographer that brings down the 
borders of the land of Israel to Tiberias, unless he means 
something beyond our capacity to apprehend. 

IV. v\-^tD2 \nT^ ip From the ttoo tides:] It is plain here 
also, that he took n T 12 Zedad, appellatively for TS a tide. 

V. rrajrt "^m yoxh To Codcor Bar Zaamahi] If he 
doth not blunder, we do. We only take notice, that TXOV^ 
Zaamah, and t^^^'tA^^D Sinegora^ do signify indignation, and 
dUhocaie, perhaps in the same sense that *^*IA*^2D and *^1^*^lDp 
are often used, in the Rabbinical writers, for accuser and 
advocate: but what it should signify in him, he must shew 
himself an CEdipus, or somebody else. 

VI. D'^3p1V7 Divackenus ;] I suspect this to be Greek, viz. 
Aiavx^vio9. By which is intimated some back of a mountain, 
either lifting itself up, or stretching itself out. And this I 
suspect the more by the Jerusalem version upon ver. 15 : 

pD^'p^ Na'rn nnro Dnrpm*? Na^inn : which i would 

thus render, '' The borders shall be to the Aiavxivioi; of the 
snowy mountain of CsBsarea."^ Where by Csesarea, is to be 
understood Caesarea Philippi; where indeed the border of 
the north part of the land did not end. but extended higher 
and beyond, pD'p |0 rh^h 'H T^VO'^V vhiXnrh "even 
to upper Tamegola, which is above Gaesarea ; '^ i. e. irpos 
avyiva to the neck of the mount Antilibanus. 

The whiteness []5 t 1 ^^ Libanus gave it its name, both of 
Libanus and the ' Mountain of snow/ because its whiteness 
was occarioned by the snows upon it. [But by what deri- 
vation ' Gyndus ' should, in the Syrian language, denote 
whiteness, I confess it is beyond my skill in that tongue 
to know ; which yet SoUnus affirmsi> it doth ; " Whatever is 
white (saith he), the Syrians, in their language, called Cydnus; 
whence the name given to the river Cydnus."] And it is 
worthy noting, that Lebanon, in the Hebrew text, is often, by 
the Greek interpreters, rendered ^AvrtXCfiavos^ ' Antilibanus.' 
So Deut. xi. 24, Josh. i. 4, &c. ; and sometimes by the Tal- 
mudists, iSiG, Bala. 

"» English foUo edition, vol. ii. p. 517. n Cap. 41. 
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38S Jonathan upon Numb, xxxiv. 8. 

MSjMm" •'ty The she-goats of Bala, are. in the Gloss, ''Ty 
\Xshl The she-goatB of Lebanon. And N^NS TUl, in the 
Glosser, is, pn'ri 'Tm A buU of Lebanon. For n9m3 saith 
he, ^' signifies a grove.^* 

Let me conclude the whole with a conjecture something 
extravagant, which the mention of Lebanon gives rise to. I 
suspect our Europe did first derive its name from cold; as 
that mountain did^ from the snows. The Phoenicians, sailing 
to Hercules's Pillars (of which see the learned Bochart), had, 
on their left hand, the land of cn Cham^ heat or bttming^ i. e. 
Africa : on the right hand, the land of ^*1*U1 Choreph, tointer 
or cold, especially compared with the other's heat, from which 
word Choreph, probably, our word Europe takes its original. 
That very learned man deitves it otherwise; and let him enjoy 
his sense, whilst I beg leave to enjoy my conjecture, 
o Cholin, foL 80. i. 
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